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Appointed to confider of the ſeveral Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and ' Miſdemeanors, pre- 
ſented to the Houſe againſt Warren Haſtings, 
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COMMITTEE of the whole Houſe on 
the, Articles of Charge of High Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors, preſented to the Houſe 
againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, late Gq- 
vernor General of Bengal. ht 


On the Subjeft of the Rohilla Wars: 
IR ROBERT BARKER called it and 


.. examined. L | | 

How long have you ſerved in India, and in what 
branch of the Service, Civil or Military ? 2p 
| T have, ſerved in India 21 years, from the rank of' 
Second Lieutenant to that of Brigadier General and 
Commander in Chief. | 

Have you ſerved any part of that time in the Upper 
Provinces, and how long, and in what rank? | 

I ſerved in Bengal and the Upper Provinces about 
lo years, with the rank of Colonel and Brigadier 
General. ne | 

Was you, at or about- from 1771 to 1773, Com- 
mander in Chief in thofe Provinces, and a Member of 


the Council ? 
| A 2 From 


| 


( 4 ) 

Froin about 1971 to 1773 I was Brigadier Genera) 
and Commander in Chief, and a Member of the 
Coune1l. | | 

Whether you, during that Service, endeavoured to 
make yourſelf maſter of the intereſts and diſpoſition of 
the Country Powers relative to one another, and tg 
the Company ? 

I did. | 

Whether you know any thing of the fitudtion and 
diſpoſition of the Chiefs of the Rohillas, and Sujah 
Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, and Vizier of the Empire ? 

I knew they were neighbouring Provinces, and Na- 
tions—their Countries lay contiguous to each other. 

Do you know of any formed defign of the Rohillas 
to conquer Sujah Dowlah, and to extirpate his Fa- 
mily, and the race of Mahometans that , poſſeſſed the 
country of Oude, from that country, during the time 

of your Service ? 
TI do nor. ER | 

Do you know aty thing of a defign of Sujah Dow- 
lah for the purpoſe of making a conqueſt of the coun-- 
try of the Rohillas ? 

Not till after the forfeiture of the ehgagement they 
had made in their Treaty of the year 1752 with Sujah |} 
 Dowlah :—There was always a jealouſy ſubſiſting be- | 
tween the Rohillas and Sujah Dowlah ; but I do not | 
know any declared reſolution of Sujah Dowlah to re- | 
Cuec their country before that period. 

Has Sujah Dowlah been confidered as an ambitious | 
Prince, defirous of extending his dominions at the |} 
expence of his neighboeurs, or was he not? ; 

He was an ambitious Prince :—1I do not know that | 
he declared himſelf defirous of acquiring poſſeſſions, | 
nor tnaking conqueſts, before that time. Te 

What was the ground of jealouſy between him and | 
the Rohillas ? | SA: 

It was a matter that aroſe in his Father's time, upon |} 
ſome Territories being taken from him and poſſefled ' 
by the Rohillas, (I am ſpeaking from hearſay as to | 
this laſt) which he had eves kept in mates; ; 
OW : 
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5 
How ſoon after the acceffion of Sujah Dowlah to 
the dominions of his Father was he expelled from 
them by the Engliſh arms ? | 

I have no notes of that circumſtance, and I do not 
recollect. | | 

How long had he been reſtored to his dominions 
before his Treaty with the Rohillas to ſecure them 
againſt invaſion from the Mahrattas ?- 

That is another queſtion which I was. not prepared 
for :—He was reſtored to his dominions after the bat- 
tle of Buxar, in which he was defeated by the Army 
under Colonel Munro. 

Was you privy to the Treaty between the Rohillas 
and Sujah Dowlah, for the purpoſe already men- 
Goned 7 

If the queſtion means in the year 1772—1 was. 

Did you Sign it as a Witnels ? 

I did, 

Did-you conceive that you bound the Conipany by 
that Signature to a Guarantee of the Treaty by War, 
in caſe either of the parties had declined to perfornt 
their Engagement ? : 

And the queſtion being 6bjected to; 
Br The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
-- And being again called in ; 

The queſtion was repeated ? 

I did not—and my reaſons for figning it were 
theſe: 1ſt. It was requeſted of me by the Vizier 
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3 Sujah Dowlah, and the Rohillas, the two parties.— 

> 2dly. I knew there would be no Treaty unleſs I did 
MH witneſs it ; the Rohillas not having faith enough in 

t W the Vizierto take his Signature only. 

4 Did not the Vizier charge the Rohillas with an in- 
Y fraction of that Treaty. 


1 Y He did. 
In what did that Infraction confiſt ? 
n | In not paying the L. 400,000. | 
L4 Do you, from your knowledge of the circumſtances, 
\ JY think there was no other wav for the Vizier to reco- 
Y ver the L. 400,000, but by a conqueſt of the country 
Fe | | of 


7 6 
of the Rohillas, and exterminating. them from, that 
country ? 

T am not a judge of that queſtion, becauſe I left 
India the err end of the year 1773 ; and I know not 
what demands were made by the N abob Sujah Dow- 
lah, previous to his engaging 1n that war. 

Are you of opinion; from your knowledge of the 
country, the people, and their circumſtances, that an 
amicable mediation on the part of the Company might 
not have induced the Rohillas to pay that money to 
Sujah Dowlah, and to compromiſe the difference be- 
tween the parries ? 

I beheve that they would have given part to have 
ſaved the remainder. 

What do you mean by the words part and the re- 
mainder ? 

I mean that they would have given part of their 
wealth to have Sretoryed the whole of their country—1 
mean alſo that they would have given part of their 
country to have preſerved the remainder. 

Whether the Vizier Sujah Dowlah was competent 
to the conqueſt of that country, and the extermina- 
tion of that people, without the aid oF. the Engliſh 
_ arms ? 

I do not think he was, 

| Whether you was at Benares at the time of the 
treaty, commonly called the treaty of Benares, carried 
on between Mr. Haſtings, onthe part of the Compa- 
ny, and the Vizier Sujah Dowlah ? 

I was. 

In what ſituation and chara&er was you there ? 

As Commander in Chict of the forces. 

Did Mr. Haſtings confer with you on the articles 
and proviſions of the treaty during the time that it 
was 1n a train of negotiation ? 

There were ſeveral viſits of civility which paſſed 
between Mr. Haſtings and me during that time ; and 
in converſation, among other things, Mr. Haſtings 
informed me of ſome parts of the conference he 
had had with Sujah Dowlah, relative to his cemmil- 


fion ; but I rined it merely as converſation—l 
| Cer- 


C2:-2 


certainly ſhould not havye received it as official infor- 
. mat10n, becauſe, by being excluded from a deputa- 
tion on political concerns from the Board of the Na- 
bob Styah Dowlah, I found my character, as Com- 
mander in Chief, conſiderably degraded in the opi- 
ni0n of the Country Powcrs. 

Had it been uſual to negotiate treaties of great 
importance with the Country Princes without any of- 
fictal communication with the Commander in Chiet ? 

I believe not ; becauſe in the treaty of Allahabad, 
made by Lord Clive with Sujah Dowlah in 1963, Ge- 
neral Carnac was included in that commiſhon, = 

Did you ever make any complaint, directly or indi- 
rely, to Mr. Haſtings, on the ſubject of that ex- 
clufion ? 

I did, and laid before the Council Board a minute 
as ſoon as I came to Calcutta. | 

What reaſon did Mr. Haſtings aſſign to you for: 
your exclufion from that commiſſion ? 

His reaſons are contained in his ahfnet to my 
minute. 

' When did you ſee the public treaty of Benares for 
the firſt time ? | 

What treaty ? 

The treaty of the 7th of September 1773. 

I never ſaw any treaty of Benarcs. 

Was not you called to be preſent at the exccution 
of the public treaty of Benares. | 

I muſt corre&t my laſt anſwer If the queſtion 
means, whether [ ſaw the treaty, z. e. whether I ſaw 
a roll of paper called a treaty, which I never heard 
read, I certainly did fce the treaty ; but the contcnts 
of which I was unacquainted with, 

"Who were preſent at the conferences between the 
Vizier and Mr. Haſiings ? 

I don'ts krow. 

Do you know whether any perſon was preſent ? 

I know only, from Mr. Haſtings's converſation, that 
the Nabob's Miniſter was preſent. 

| Do you know whether any of the Company's ſer« 

V2nts WEre preſent. ? 


I do 
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I do not. 
Was there any other member of the Council at Re. 
' vares beſides you and Mr. Haſtings ? 

There were tw 0,1 recolle&, Mr. Vanſittart and Mr. 
Lambert. 

Was the Secretary of the Council there, Mr, 
Stuart ? 

I think he was, if I recolle& right. 

Did Mr. Haſtings give any intimation to you offi. 
cially, or in private, whilſt you were at Benares, that. 
he had concluded a ſecret, unwritten agreement with 
the Vizier Sujah Dowlah, for the EXtirpation | of the 
people called Rohillas ? | 

In private, Mr. Haſtings communicated to me, 
that the Nabob propoſed marching his army and that 
of the Company againſt the Rohillas, and withed that 
I would commani that army, 

Did Mr. Haſtings inform you that he had conſented. 
to that propoſal, and bound the Company's faith to it? 

At this diſtance of time, now 13 years, I cannot. 
recolle& every circumſtance which Mr, Haſtings ſaid 
to me on that ſubje& ; but I think it implied ſome-, 
' thing of that kind, by his wiſhing that I would com- 
mand the army. 

Did Mr. Haſtings make this as a propoſal to you, 
or only a part of a converſation? , 

Only part of a converſation, | 

Then you do not recolle& that Mr. Haſtings told 
You oolftively that he had agrecd to the propoſal ? 

I do not recollect it ſufficiently to athrm it to the 
Committee, | 

Whether the Rohillas were included in the ling of 
defence formed, or intended to be formed, againſt 
the Mahrattas, in 1772 ? | 

It the queſtion means, that the treaty with the 
Nubob and Vizier formed that line of defence——1t 
certainly did. 

Werc the Mahrattas in fa& prevented from invad- 
ing the Rohillas by any act of Sujah Dowlah, or by 
his protcdion of that country ? 


No, 


r. 


Wers 


CSF 


Were the Rohillas ever at war or at hoſtility with 
the Engliſh before 1773 ? 

I never heard that they were. 

Had the Rohillas ever done an injury of any kind, 
direct or indirect, to the Engliſh ? Ne he 

I never heard that they did, | 

Whether the Mahrattas were not prevented from 
poſleſiing themſelves of the Rohilla country by the 
Britiſh troops, joined with thoſe of Sujah Dowlah ? 
The Mahrattas were driven and expelled from the 


Rohilla country by the Britiſh troops and thoſe of 


the Vizier, 730 

What grounds had you for writing, in your letter 
to the Calcutta Council, dated the 6th of April 1773, 
*It is well known that neither promiſes nor oaths 
«& have bcen able to bind this treacherous ſect ot 
*« people (ſpeaking of the Rohillas) to their engage- 
** ments?” 

It was very evident that oaths did not bind them, by 
their evaſions to pay the forty lacks, as agreed to 
with Sujah Dowlah ; and their general charatter was 
that of a treacherous ſect of people. | 

When you, with the Britiſh army, entered the 
Rohilla country, in the beginning of 1773, was not 
Hafiz Rhamet on his march to join the Mahrattas ? 

I do not know that he was :—He had been car- 
rying on conferences ; there was an intercourſe between 
him and the Mahrattas ; but I do not think he was 
marching to join them. 


Were not ſome of the Rohillas at that time joined. 


with the Mahrattas ? 
I do not know that there were. 


Whilſt you was with Sujah Dowlah, was any de- | 


mand made by him on the Rohillas, for the payment 
of the forty lacks ? 

Frequently : demands by the Nabob, and repreſen- 
tations from myſelf. _ 


Did they pay the money in conſequence of thote 


demands and repreſentations ? 
. TI do not know that they did, 
B | Did 
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Did not you depute Captain Gabriel Harper to 
Hafiz Rhamet, the Rohilla Chief, in May 1772, 


' previous to the treaty entered into with Sujah Dowlah 
and the Rohillas ? | 


I did, at the Vizier's particular and earneſt requeſt. 


Did not Hafiz Rhamet meet you and Sujah Dowlah 
in conſequence ? 


He did. | 

Did not Hafiz Rhamet declare that he looked on 
Sujah Dowlah and the Engliſh as one ? | 

I do not exactly recollect that expreſſion :—He had 
great faith in_the Engliſh, and his viſit to the Vizier 
was in conſequence of that faith. _ FRE: 

Whether any compulſion was uſed by you, or any 
other Engliſh gentleman, to induce Hafiz Rhaniet ta 
ſign the treaty ? - F PEE: 

None. 


Did not you, ſometime on or about the 24th of 
March 1773, ſend a propofition from Sujah Dowlah 
to the Council in Calcutta, * That it the Rohillas 
*© ſhould fail in their engagements, Sujzh Dowlah 
© would give the Company forty lacks of rupees for 
* aid of their arms, to put him in poſſeſhon of the 
* Rohilla- country ? 

I am not certain as to the particular date of this 
letter ; but I wrote to the our *© 'That the Nabob 
<* offered fifty lacks of rupees (upon a failure of the 
* Rohillas to the engagement) to put him in poſſeſ- 
* fion of that part of the Rohilla country, common- 
& 1y called Hafiz Rhamet'ss 


| Do you mean the whole of the Rohilla country, 
except that now held'by Fizulla Cawn? 
I meant that part of the Rohilla country held by 
__ Hatfiz Rhamet. ATED, HONED i nm on 
Did not Sujah Dowlah and the Engliſh punctually 
perform every. part of their engagements with the 
Rohillas, notwithſtanding the evaſions of that chief ? 
And did not you, after the completion of the ſervice, 
and the retreat of the Mahrattas, incloſe a treaty to 
the Council of Calcutta, for the purpoſe of ſhewing 
to them how literally it had been pertqrmed? _ Th 


I 


(- 12.) 

The ſervice was completely performed—T. believe I 
incloſed a treaty ſometime betore that, as ſoon as it 
was executed. 

Do not you recolle& that you incloſed a ſecond 
copy of the treaty, and accompanied 1t with words 
to this effect—** That you incloſed it, to ſhew how 
« literally it had been performed, notwithſtanding 
«© the evaſion .of the chiefs ?” 

I think it very probable I did ; but at this diſtance 
of time I do not recollect that letter. 
| _ Was it not the ſubject of common converſation, as 

you might have bend in the army on the ſer- 
vice under your command in 1773, that the conduct 
of the Rohillas was treacherous ? And in the morning 
the army marched under you to Ram Ghaut, in or- 
der to force the Mahrattas to paſs the Ganges, © That 
* we were on that day to breakfaſt with the Rohillas, 
** and dine with the Mahrattas ?” 

I do not know what converſation might pals in the 
army, bur I never heard any ſuch thing. | 

Did not you mention to the Board in Calcutta, in ſe- 
vera] letters written in the courſe of that ſervice, pre- 
vious to our junction with the Rohillas, your ſuſpi- 
cion of the conduct they meant to purſue ? 

I mentioned ſeveral times the duplicity of their 
conduct—that they were carrying on conferences both 
with the Mahrattas and Sujah Dowlah. 

Did not the army under your command, after hav- 
ing forded the Ganges, and recrofled it again into the 
Rohilla country on the Eaſtern fide, remain in camp 
in the neighbourhood of Ram Ghaur, till the Rohillas 
were freed from all danger of future invaſion ? 

We did. 

Did not you, when the Britiſh army returned, after 
having completely effected the ſervice on which they 
were cnt, remain a few days behind the army, for the 
protefled Þurpoſe of inducing Hafiz Rhamet to com- 
ply with his engagements ? 

I did. 

Whether, in the month of March 1 773, you wrote 


any letter tv the Council at Calcutta, mentioning that 
B 2 lome 
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ſome of the Rohilla chiefs had a&tually joined with 
the Mahrattas ? | 

Of the great number of letters I wrote to the 
Council, it is impoſſible for me at this time to recol- 
le&—T do not recollect ſuch a letter. 

Upon what grounds do you form the belief, that, 
to avoid the neceflity of war, the Rohillas would have 
ſurrendered part of their effe&ts, to have preſerved 
the remainder ? 

From a knowledge of the people in general :—lt is 
in their conſtitution to part with ſomething, when 
forced to it, rather than riſque the remainder. 

| What do you mean by the expreffion forced to it ? 

I mean the armed force coming to compel them. 

Do you mean that an armed force would have been 
neceſſary to haye ahtained payment of a part, to pre- 
ſerve the remainder ? 

I do verily bcheve it. 

Then you believe that an armed force would have 
been neceſſary to have compelled payment even of a 
part ? | 


k [ beljeve it would—or the appearance of an armed 
Orce., 

Do not you believe that ſuch payment might have 
been obtained by an amicable interpoſition of the En- 
e11!h Governor with the Rohillas? _ 

I do not think it could, without the appearance of 
compulſion, 

| In what year were the Mahrattas driven out of the 
Rohilla country, by the united power of the Engliſh 
and the V1zier : 

In the year 1773, I think. | 

Had the Mahractas overrun the Rohilla country in 
OI 

No—the Britiſh arms prevented them, I 

If the Britiſh arms prevented them from overrun- | 
ning the country, how could they be driven out? =— } 

They were within the Rohilla country, and did not 
overrun it, Ns: _ 

How far had they advanced inta the Rohilla 
country ? 

| 'T hey 


C--08--3 


They had adyanced as far as Azapour ; but it muſt 
be obſerved that their depredations were confined 
chiefly to the towns on the banks of the Ganges. 

Were they driven out by the Britiſh forces only ? 

By the terror of the Britiſh arms only, becauſe the 
Vizier was confiderably in the rear. 

Did the Rohillas afhign any reaſon, and what, in 
juſtification of their not paying the money ? 

The Rohillas ſaid, it was true we had driven out 
the Mahrattas from their country, and ſaved them, 
but they might return the next year, when our, joint 
forces were not in the Rohilla country to defend them 
that we had done little, intimating, that we had not 
deſtroyed the Mahratta armies. 

Were the Rohillas conſidered as a free and inde- 
pendent nation, competent to make treaties with other 
States ? 

They were independent, 

What was the reputed charaCter of Sujah Dowlah ? ' 

It is very difficult for me to draw the charaQter of 
Sujah Dowlah :—He was, like all other Indoſtaners, 
not obſerving much faith, when 1t was his intereſt to 
do otherwiſe. 


When the Britiſh army drove the Mahrattas out of | 


the Rohilla country, was not the expence of the Bri- 
tiſh army defrayed in part by Sujah Dowlah ? 

In part it was. | 
You have ſaid that Mr. Haſtings mentioned to you, 


during the conference at Benares in September 1773, 


that Sujah Dowlah had propoſed an expedition againſt 
the Rohillas ;—did you ever hear why that propolal 
was not carried into effect. 

I quitted India a few months after the propoſal, and 
never heard why it was not carried into effect. 

Have you never heard thar it was laid afide at the 
requeſt of Sujah Dowlah, pending the negotiation at 
Benares ? 

I have heard ſo from the reports of the tranſactions 
of the Board. 

You have ſpoken of the Rohillas as a ſe& ;—were 


they cultivators of the ſoil of the Roilla country ? 
They 
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They were not :—'The Hindoos compoſe the great. 
eſt part of the people of India—a very large propor- 
tion—they compole the huſbandmen, mechanics, and 
lower order of people. 

Were not the Rohillas nearly Rs of the civ il 
and military power ? Hp 

I believe they were. 5 as 1 

Do you apprehend that it ever was propoſed to 
expel, extirminate, or extirpate the cultivators of the 
ſoil and the mechanics, or was it not, merely intended 
to remove the Rohillas from the country called the Ro- 
hilla country? _ 

I am very ſure it. never. was intended to expel the 

cultivators of the country, > but to remove the Gover- 
nors of it, -' 
You have ſtated chat the PRA IAC at Benares were 
not officially communicated to you ;—had not Mr, 
Haſtings at that time a ſeparate commiſfion from the 
Council' to negotiate with, Suyah Dowlah ? 

- I believe he had. . -. 

. Do-you not. know that the Le hemetne Rohillas did 
poſlels jaghires Or afignments upon land, or other el- 
tares in land, in that country ? | 

They .poſlefled there, land, and collected the 
revenues. 

Whether they did not reſemble, as, near as the 10- 
cal circumſtances of the country admit, the nobility 
and landed-gentlemen of this country ? 

I do not know how to draw the parallel. 
| Were they not the ſame nation or deſcription of 
men, with whom a former treaty was made by Sujah 
Dowlah ? 

They were. 

| Were they not the Ee nation * Who 2 oe the pay- 
-ment of the ſun of NIONEy Was expected 2 

They were. 

Whether it is your opinion, that the ſhew of a 
ſtrong military Engliſh force, conjoined with the Na- 
bob's forces, on their frontiers, with a declared in- 
tention of compelling them to pay the mAney s: would | 
noc 


GE. iy, 
not have induced them to pay it, without an actual 
inyaſion ? 

I believe 1t would have had great effect on the mind 
of the Rohillas ; but whether it would have induced 
them to have complied with their treaty, unleſs they 
had marched into their country, I am not certain. 

What was the number of the whole nation of the 
Rohillas ſuppoſed to be ? 

The nation of the Rohillas was compoſed of Ma- 
hometans and Gentoos. 

What 1s the number of Mahometans ? 

Es | CERDIWTSCLRC EE 

And then the witneſs was dire&ed to withdraw. 
To report a progreſs, &Cc, 
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MINUTES, &pc. 


Mercury, 3* dei May 1786, 


COMMITTEE of the whole Houſe on 
the Articles of Charge of High Crimes and 
Miſdemeanors, preſented to the Houſe againſt 
Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, late Guvernor 
General of Bengal, 


On the Subjeft of the Rohilla War. 


OLONEL CHAMPION called in, and 
cxamined. 3 
In what rank did you ſerve the Eaſt India Com- | 
pany ? 
As Colonel. 
Did you command the Company's troops in the in- 
vaſion of the Rohillas in oy 
I did. A ; 
Did the Rohillas make a conſiderable refiſtance to | 
that invaſion ? 
They did. | 
Did the Vizier, or his troops, take a confiderable 
part in the engagement which happened with the Roh- |} 
illas in April 1974? he: 


'Thc 
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The Vizier did not; but ſome part of his troops 


did. 


At what diſtance did the Vizier remain from the 


place of ation ; in the rear during the aCtion ? 


About eight miles. 


Did Sujah Dowlah conduct the war with unneceſlary 


cruelty and devaſtation of the country, and burning: 
the towns ? 


To the beſt of my recollection, he did. 
In what manner did he treat his priſoners, and the 


wives and daughters of the Rohilla chiefs ? 


And the queſtion being objected to; 
The witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in; 


[The following Letter, inſerted in N® 45 of the Ap- 
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pendix to the fifth Report from the Committee of 


Secrecy, appointed to inquire into the cauſes of the. 


war in the Carnatic, and of the condition of the Bri- 
tiſh poſſeſſions in thoſe parts, was read to the wit- 
neſs, viz. ] 


© Dear Sir, Biſſoulee, 10th May 1774. 


* I HAVE the pleaſure to ſend you a ſhort addreis_ 


for the Board, requeſting permiſſion to repair to the 
Prefidency ; and ] beg you will not fail to preſent it 
as ſoon as credible accounts ſhall arrive of any ofti- 
ccr's being on the way to Bengal to take the com- 
mand of the army. 

* Not only do I wiſh to get down as ſoon as nolfible, 
to put my little affairs in the beſt order for my re- 
turn to Europe, but I muſt be candid enough to un- 
boſom myſelf to you freely, and confels, that the 
nature of the ſervice, and the terms on which I have 
been employed this campaign, have been inexprel- 
fibly diſagreeable. 

© The authority given to the Vizier over your army, 


has totally abſorbed that degree of conicquence due 


to my ſtation, My hands have been tied up from 
C g1VINg 
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* and oblige, 


a 1 By» 

piving, protection or aſylum to the miſerable, I have 
been obliged to give a deaf ear to the lamentable 
cries of the widow and fatherleſs, and to ſhut my 
eyes againſt a wanton diſplay of violence and oppreſ- 
fion, of inhumanity and cruelty. 

© The Company's intereſt conſtrained me in public 
to ſtifle the workings of my feelings ; but I muſt 

ive them vent in private. 

* Though we had no active part in his baſe pro- 
ceedings, yet it is well known that the ſucceſs of our 
arms gave him the power of perpetrating theſe enor- 
mities; and I much fear that our being even filent 
ſpectators of ſuch deeds will redound to the diſho- 
nour of our nation, and impreſs all Indoſtan with the 
moſt unfavourable opinion of our governmetit. 

* As matters now are, I know ot no remedy that 
would ſo effectually re-eſtabliſh our character for juſ- 
tice and clemency, as your taking the family of Ha- 
fiz under the wings of your mercy and protection, 
and influencing the Nabob to make proviſion for 
them in ſome degree ſuitable to their birth. 

* It would affect your ſenfibility too much, were I 
to deſcend to particulars : let it futhce that the Na- 
bob Mahubbir Cawn, the eldeſt ſon, and the reſt of 
the family of Hafiz, who are under cloſe confine- 
ment (the Begums and other women included) have 
been driven to the neceſſity of making private ſup- 
plications for a little rice and water. 

* I wiſh, my friend, to leave ſcenes which none but 
the mercileſs Sujah can bear without heart-bleeding 
pain. Relieve me, therefore, as ſoon as poſlible, 


6 Tear Sie. the... LDR 
© (Signed) A. CHAMPION. 


 _ And the witneſs was then aſked ; 
Th you write that letter to Mr. Haſtings ? 
did, | 


[Then 
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[Then the following Extract of a Letter, as inſerted in 
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a Letter to the Court of Directors, dated Fort Wil- 
liam, zoth November 1774, ſigned J. Clavering, 
Geo. Monſon, P. Francis, and contained in No. 45 
of the Appendix of the ſaid Report, was read to the 
Witneſs; viz.] F: 

© I AM moſt heartily diſpoſed to believe, that the 
Board did not ſuſpe&t their orders could have ſuch 
conſequences as have fallen out ; they could not have 
foreſeen ſo:ſudden and fo total an expulſion and dawn- 
fall of a whole race of people; they could not have 
ſuppoſed that a man, exalted and ſupported by Bri- 
tiſh arms, could pay ſo very little deference to the 
advices and council of a Britiſh Commander; nor 
was It poſſible to conceive that a man, who had him- 
ſelf taſted the gall of misfartune, ſhould be ſo totally 
unmindful of the unbounded and unparalleled grace 
ſhewn to him, as to delight in denying a ſingle ray 
of benevolence to others : ſuch, however, has been 
the cafe, and in due intimation of it I have dife 
charged that which was incumbent upon me. I too 
can ſay, that the Nabob, as the agent of oppreſſion, 
is alone culpable: but, whilſt all Aſia knows that the 
Engtiſh gave him the rod, and whilſt they in vain 
look up to them as thoſe who ought, if not to dire& 
the application, at leaſt to prevent an 11] uſe bein 
made of that rod, will they. not reaſonably conclude, 
that the ſcourges which the agent gives are connived 
at? Will they not ſay, that every Engliſh Chief is 
another Sujah ?” 


Then the Witneſs was aſked ; | 
Did you write a letter of the 15th of June 1774, to, 


Mr. Haſtings, containing that paragraph ? 


I did. 


[Then the following extraQs of a letter from the wit- 
Neſs to the Governor General and Council, dated, 


30th of January 1775, and inſerted in Fort William 
ſectet conſultations of 14th of February 1775, wag 
x es _ read 
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read to the witneſs, : from the Appendix No. 45, tq 

the ſame report; viz.] 

« Conſider my friend,” fays his Excellency repeat- 
edly to Mr Haſtings, © that 1 It was my abſolute deter- 
« mination to extirpate the. Rohillas, and that I re- 
cc queſted the alliſtance of the Engliſh for that pur» 
<< poſe.” 

; However well it is known, that his excellency i 18 


© equal tothe barbarous defign for which he thus pub- = * 

f licly and daringly avows the ſolicited aid of the Ol = * 

* liſh. Is it poflible we can believe, that the reſpect- 

< able gentleman here traduced, could have been privv IK © 

© to ſo horrid a purpoſe? Could he have been fo loſt , 

© toevery ſenſe of honour, as to proſtitute the Engliſh 

© troops, and to ſtain the glory of the Britiſh name, by FF * 
© ſubſcribing to a preconcerted maſſacre ?—\ hat is Sþ 

c 


not his Excellency capable of, advancing ?? 


And then the witneſs was aſked; 

Did you write a letter to the Governor General and 
Council, dated the zoth of January 177 5 containing 
thoſe paragraphs i ? 

To the beft of my remembrance I did, 

Who did you mean by the words, reſpectable nk 
tleman ? 

Mr. Haſtings. 


{Then the following Extrafts of the ſame Letter were 
| read to the Witneſs ; Viz] 


© 'The moment he arrived at Biſſoulee, however, they Y :: 


© were put into rigorous confinement, denied acceſs to 
© their families, robbed of their property, and them- | 
« ſelves and their women treated not only with diſho- AF d 
© nour and indignity, but even with cruelty, . 
© The unhappy Chiets preferred frequent complaints FF j' 
i * to me in the moſt moving terms, and ſent the Na= FF V 
| © bob's original letters to prove how much he had de- Y 
| E ceived, ther. - TS q 
1 « He has deprived usof our country, of our riches, A * 
| cc and even of our honour; and, not ſatisfied with that, MF « 


« he 
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« he is going to ſend us priſoners to Hyzabad. We 
« defire no country, no riches, no houſes : but at Biſ- 
« ſqulee are the tombs of our noble anceſtors ; near 
« them, under ſome ſhade, we beg permiſſion to 
« ſpend the remainder of our days as Faquiers. Rely- 
« ing on the Vizier's promiſes, we remained 1n this 
& country, otherwiſe we ſhould have fled, as the other 
« Chiefs did, and have preſerved our characters and 
* honours: theſe he has taken away with our effects ; 
© and how he has diſhonoured us, is known to all.” 

© It was this deceitful conduct, this inhuman treat- 
© ment, that filled the minds of all the fugitive Chiefs 
* with ſuch a diſtruſt and deteſtation of the Nabob.. 

© And, although my repreſentations of the diſtrefſes 
© of the family of Hafiz were ungracioully received, and, 
lam forry to ſay, gave me but little encouragement 
* to plead the cauſe of the unhappy, yet I regret ex- 
* ceedingly that I have ſo long ſuppreſſed my inclina- 
* tions of endeavouring to alleviate the misfortunes of 
* the much-injured Chiefs to whom theſe letters were 
* addreſſed, and who, as well as the family of Hafiz, 1 
© have good reaſon to believe are even now ſtinted of 
* the neceſſaries of life; and when I was on the way 
* down, I received the affefting accounts of the death 
* of twenty-five of thele i]]-fared priſoners ſince their 
{ arrival at Allahabad, for want of ſuſtenance.? 


Then the witneſs was aſked ; 


Did you write a repreſentation to the effect of the pa- 
ragraphs now read to you ? 

To the beſt of my remembrance I did. 

Having made thele repreſentations to Mr. Haſtings, 
did you receive any, and what, anſwer to them ? 

I beg to obſerve to the Committee, that near twelve 
years have elapſed ſince that period; in the courſe of 
which time, not one year has paſſed in which I have 
\ hot been confined to my bed eight, months; in conſe- 
quence of which, I find my memory much weakened, 
and I have it not in my power to anſwer to facts: I 
therefore deſire the indulgence of the Committee to be- 
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( 22 ) 
fer to the correſpondence which paſſed between the 
Board, Mr. Haſtings, and myſelf, for ſuch circum- 
ſtances as 1 cannot immediately recollect. 

Do you recolle&t having at any time written to Mr, 
Haſtings to this effect : cc That you was apprehenſive 
"0x having given diſpleaſure by a too free communica- 
* tion of your ſentiments on the ſubject of Sujah Dow- 
« Jah's conduc, in the matter referred to in the for- 
« mer part of this your examination?” 

] believe there is ſuch a letter in the correfpondenee. 

Was you ever authorized or impowered by Mr, Haſt- 


ings, to interpoſe with the Vizier to put a ſtop to ſuch 


proceedings of his as you objected to ? 

I think I was. 

How did you interpoſe ? 

By frequent repreſentations to the Vizier, 

Were you inſtructed to eo Tg by the uſe of your 
power ? 

I believe not. 

Had you any ſucceſs in your repreſentations * ? 

It did not appear to me that I had. 

Did you repreſent that want of ſuceſs to Mr, Haſt- 
mos? 

1 think, 1 did. 

Did he give you further inſtructions to interfere * I 

To the beſt of my recolle&ion Mr. Haſtings acquaint- 
ed me, that he had written to the agent, Mr. Middle- 
ton, to uſe all his influence with the Vizier to ſtop 
thoſe enormities which had been repreſented by me ? 


Do you know whether the agent ſucceeded better, 


than you did ? 
I never underſtood he did. 
Whether the Rohillas had ever been engaged in hol- 


tilities of any kind againſt the Engliſh, before their 


country was invaded by us ? 

I do not reco]lect they had. 

Do you know, or have you heard, that the Rohillas 
ever offered an injury of any kind, direc or indirect, to 
the Engliſh ? 

It never came to my knowledge that they did. 


Whether, if yoy had been authoriſed by Mr, Haſt- 
ings 


W 
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£23 
ings to uſe that power which you poſleſſed as comman- 
der of the Britiſh troops, you could not have prevented 
thoſe proceedings of the Nabob which you ſo much 
diſapproved ? 

I think I could, | 

Do you know of any charge preferred by Sujah 
Dowlah to the Council againſt the Rohilla Chiefs, as 
the ground for the invaſion of the Rohilla territories ? 
No. 

Do you know of any official notification given, ei- 
ther by the Council or by Mr. Haſtings, to the Rohilla 
Chiefs, concerning any complaints made againſt them, 
previous to the order for commencing hoſtilities againſt 
them ? | 27S 

In anſwer to that queſtion I can only obſerve, that I 
was not in the adminiſtration at that time. 


[Then the following Extract of a Letter to the Wit- 
neſs, dated Fort William, iſt July 1774, ſigned. 
Warren Haſtings, W. Alderley, P. M. Dacres, and 
entered in No. 27 of the Appendix to the ſaid Re- 
port, was read to the Witneſs; viz.} 
© THE iatemperate and tyrannical conduct of the 

* Vizier after his conqueſts, as you have repreſented, 

* cannot fail to prove highly diffatisfatory to us; and 

* although we do not regard ourſelves either as anſ{wer- 

* able for his a&tions, or obliged abſolutely to interfere 

for reſtraining them, yet we ſhould have been glad to 

* have been furniſhed with ſuch materials as would ena- 

* ble us, upon good grounds, to expoſtulate with him 

* on the injuſtice and impropriety of ſuch a conduct. 

* It was In this view that we requeſted you to acquaint 

© us with the inſtances of his cruelties : but we confeſs 

' ourſelves exceedingly diſappointed, in receiving, in- 

* ſtead of a preciſe account of facts, only three letters 

" of looſe declamation, which, however pathetically 

* written, contain not one ſingle inſtance of the Vizier's 

particular cruelty towards the family of Hafiz ; and 

Indeed expreſs only ſuch ſentiments as we can eaſily 

conceive to exilt in the breaſts of rhat unfortunate fa- 

mily, from refleQting on the {ad reveric of their for- 
$5: TUE 
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© tune alone, without ſuppoſing any peculiat hardſ}: 
© in their cafe, or uncommon act of oppreſſion in tiiz 
© Vizicr: for this reaſon, we repeat our defire to be 
furniſhed with a particular account of the treatment 
which the family of Hafiz Rhamet has received, and 
we ſhall then take ſuch ſteps for their.relief as the 
© circumſtances ſhall require. In the mean time, we 
© hope that the remonſtrances which the Preſident in- 
© forms us he has directed the Reſident ro maketo the 
© Vizier, on this ſubject, will be ſufficient to render any 
© more direct interpoſition needleſs.” 


®@a @@a A 


Then the witneſs was aſked ; 

Did you receive a letter from the Governor and Sele&t 
Committee, of the 1ſt of July 1774, containing that 
paragraph ? 

I believe I did. 

Whether you, in anſwer to that letter, ſent any ſuch 
particular account, as was deſired by the Governor and 


Select Committee, of the treatment which the family of 2 


 Hafiz Rhamet had received ? 


In anſwer to that queſtion I muſt obſerve, that, re- ? 
peatedly, before the date of that letter and afterwards, ? 
I thought the remonſtrances I made were ſufficient, and ? 


therefore did not comply with the orders I received. 


Whether the Rohilla nation conſiſts of Mahometans : 


or Hindoos ? 
I believe they are Hindoos. 


Were they who cultivated the lands driven out of Þ 


the country, or allowed to remain in it ? 


' To the beſt of my remembrance, they were allowed | 


to remain in 1t. 


Were the military part of the nation, excepting thoſe ' 
who fell in battle, put to death, or only required to 2 


croſs the Ganges ?. 


To the beſt of my remembrance they were required 3 


only to croſs the Ganges, 
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[Then the following letter from the witneſs to the 


Prefident and Select Committee, entered in the Ap- 
pendix, No. 28, to the fame Report, was read to 
the witneſs ; viz. 
« To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, 
* Preſident, &c. Members of the Sele&t Com- 
* mittee, 
© Gentlemen, 
* I WAS duly favoured with your letters of the 
* 1ſt and 14th July. To the firſt I would have re- 
* plied earlier, but that I wiſhed to comply with your 
* defire of obtaining information concerning the iden- 
 fity of Meer Fettec Aly; and I now encloſe the de- 
* clarations of ſeveral perſons, particularly that of the 
* nurſe who ſuckled him, in teſtimony of his being 
* the real fon of Saddoe Aly. 
* The ſum which you have been pleaſed to allot for 
* his expences, is by no means adequate to his moſt 
* neceffary diſburſements. Beſides furniſhing him with 


*rents and other neceflaries, I have given him 500 


* rupees monthly, before the receipt of your letter : 
* this being a very moderate allowance, eſpecially 
* whilſt he 1s moving about with the ariny, I have 
* taken upon me to continue it; and I flatter myſelt 

*1t will meet with approbation. 1 wiſh to receive tur- 

* ther inſtructions concerning him, 

* Regarding my letter of the 11th June, IT am ta 

' obſerve, with all due fubmiſſion, gentlemen, that 

* YOu muſt have greatly miſapprehended ir. I never 

- withed, nor exprefled a with, to be the arbiter of 

. Peace and war with the Vizier; neither to have the 

* power of correCting his exceſles by force. © A 
"s _ full authority effectually to prevent his perpetrat- 

* ing any enormity under the ſhield of our ſtrength, 
* &c.” is no more or leſs of denying to ſecond or 

* countenance ſuch procecdings.—And has the Admi- 

' iſtration no ſuch authority over the Company's 

troops ?—If not, gcntlemcn, I am afraid the ex- 

' preffion which has becn excepted againſt, ** that 

© the Britiſh name is in the hands of the Vi 1Zier,” 18 
* but too much juſtified, 
D 6. It 
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© It is ſaid, that if the Britiſh name is in any manner 
© committed,. it muſt be from the treaty itſelf ; and I 
© am charged with want of candour for not having 
© ſtated the reflection earlier. After my acknowledg- 
£ ments for this compliment, I anſwer, that had I ſeen 
© the treaty (which I do not recolleC& to have done) it 
© would be vanity in me to imagine that I could diſco- 
* yer faults in it, which has eſcaped the notice of ſo 
* many gentlemen of nicer diſcernment. If I did not 
© foreſee the evil, it 1s enough on my part that I com- 
* plained ſo ſoon as I was ſenſible of its effe&ts ; the 
© power of adminiſtering a remedy, lay elſewhere, 

* It is true, gentlemen, that declamation is uſual 
* in repreſenting diſtreſs; and therefore I ſhould not 
© have been ſurprized that the letters which 1 tranſ- 
© mitted to you, had but little effe&t on your percep- 
© tions, if I had not at the ſame time atteſted the truth 
* of the complaints, which I will venture to ſay, bear 
© more than one or two inſtances of cruelty : I might 
F add others ; ſuch as theſe unhappy captives being 
© driven to the neceſſity of ſupplicating and receiving 
Falms from myſelf, and gentlemen ot my family, to 
* purchaſe ſuſtenance ; their even begging for water 
* to drink ; their ſtruggling who ſhould firſt be ſerved 
* with it; &c. In ſhort, the proofs of the groſs mal- 
5 treatment of theſe families, amount to an axiom in 
* the minds of the Engliſh army, and even in the Vir 
© Zier's own troops. 
© Mr, Middleton, I preſume, has informed the Pre- 

© ſident of the reſult of his application to the Vizier 
© concerning the forty lacks. 

* The troops continue to enjoy good health, No 
* remarkable occurrence fince my laſt,” 


* I remain, 
* Camp near Mehanpore, * with reſpect, &c, 
3 dept. 1774» _ *A. CHAMPION: 


 'Then the witneſs was aſked; 
Is that your letter ? 


Whether 
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Whether a very conſiderable part of the Rohilla na- 
tion, governed by Fyzoolla Cawn, did not remain, 
by treaty, with Sujah Dowlah, in pofleſſion of the 
country they had before occupied ? 

The witneſs defired to explain the anſwer before 
given, that he meant, that he did not, after receiving 
the letter of the 1ſt of July 1774, ſend to the Preſi- 
dency, letters of other perſons, complaining of the 
condition of the Rohillas ; but, not that he did not 
write afterwards on that ſubje&t to the Prefidency 
himſelf. | 

Then the laſt queſtion being repeated 
The witneſs anſwered ; 

There were a great many remained, 

Whether you Pad any other proof of the rigorous 
treatment of the Rohilla priſoners, than their own re- 
preſentations ? 

The proof 1 had was chiefly from ſpies placed in a 
fituation to receive that intelligence. 

You have ſaid that the Rohillas were compelled to 
croſs the Ganges—did they not find others of their 
countrymen on the other fide of the Ganges, under 
Zabita Cawn ? 

It is impoſſible for me to tell that: 

You have ſaid, a confiderable number remained in 
the Rohilla country under Fyzoolla Cawn—Can you 
inform the Honſe about what number remained ? 


I can only anſwer to the beſt of my recollection, 


that there might be, including followers, about 
45,000 men, | _, 

Do not you mean of the whole nation ſettled in the 
Rohilla country ? 1 

Thoſe men that were under arms. 

Do you mean that that number remained in the 
Rohilla country with Fyzoolla Cawn ? 

I certainly do. | 


What was the number of the nation computed at 


before Sujah Dowlah and the Engliſh troops entered 
the country? + Ls 
It is impoſſible for me to anſwer to that : the coun- 
try 1s very extenſive, and very full of inhabitants. 
pL Rok IR D 2 Can 
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Can you inform the Committee about what num- 
ber of the Rohillas were required to paſs the Ganges ? 

It is impoſhble for me to aſcertain the number ; 
but I ſuppoſe about 20,000, followers included. 

Whether you apprehend many of the Rohillas fell 
in battle ? 

There was a number, but I cannot tell how many. 

Whether that part of the country which is ſtill poſ- 
ſeſſed by Fyzoolla Cawn is a confiderable part of what 
was called the Rohilla country ? 

Yes. 

Do you think there were as many fell in battle and 
ſlaughtered as paſſed the Ganges ? 

What fell in battle might be about one eleyenth 
part of what paſſed the Ganges : I know nothing of 
any being ſlaughtered. 

About the time the Britiſh troops entered the Ro- 
hilla country, did not you find reaſon to ſuſpect that 
ſome part of the Rohilla chiefs had entered into pri- 
vate negociations with the Mahrattas to ſupport them 
in the breach of treaty with Sujah Dowlah ? 

I do not recollec&t ſuch a circumſtance. 

Whether the nabob encouraged the negociation 


you had with Fyzoolla Cawn, for the ſecurity of the 


remainder of the Rohillas, and their poſleſhion of the 

diſtrict of Rampoor ? 

I cannot charge my memory with that—The cor- 
reſpondence will explain that. 

_ Did Mr. Haſtings encourage that negociation ? 
That the correſpondence will alſo explain. 
Whether Fyzoolla Cawn did not conſent to pay 2 

large ſum of money to the Vizier, in conſideration of 

the ſettlement allowed him ? 

I think he did. | 

Whether you know of any offer made to the Ro- 
hillas, to compromiſe the differences between them 
and the Vizier, before the actual invaſion of their 
country ? 

I before ablerved: I was not in the Adminiſtration 
above a few days before 1 ſet out for the army, and 
therefore know of no ſuch occurrence, 


Whether 
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Whether you was authorized to offer any media» 
tion on the part of the Prefidency, between the Ro- 
hillas and Sujah Dowlah ? 

I cannot charge my memory with that—The cor- 
reſpondence will explain the whole. 

Whether a great deal of ſpecie and plunder, and 
yaluable effects, were not taken by the Vizier in that 
war ? 

I did underſtand there was. 

Are you able to form any judgment concerning the 
populouſnels and cultivation of the Rohilla country, 
at the time you invaded it ? 

At the time we entered the country it appeared to 
be well inhabited, and the culture in a flouriſhing 
ſtate. 

Of what deſcription of perſons were the followers 
compoſed, that made part of the 20,000 that paſſed 
the Ganges ? 

The followers I underſtand to be ſervants of all des 
nominations. 

What proportion might the number of followers 
bear to the number of fighting men ? 

I ſuppoſe the followers were at leaſt three to one. 

Do you know what is the common proportion that 
followers bear to the number of fighting men in ex- 
peditions in India—in the Indoſtan troops? 

About three to one—it may be more. 

Do thoſe followers accompany the armies in general 
in diſtant eXPpecitions ? 

I conceive they do on all occafions. 

Is the number of followers proportioned to the rank 
of perſons in the army ? 

Some have 5o0o, and ſome none. 

Have even private ſoldiers ſome attendants ?. 

I do not know how it is in the Native armies. 

How is it in the Britiſh armies ? 

At leaſt 1o to 1. 

os any large proportion of the Rohillas, cavalry ? 

es 
| Is not the number of followers greater in cavalry 
than in infantry : : 


- ſhould 
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I ſhould ſuppoſe they were. 
| Whether, in conſequence of the repreſentations you 
made to Mr. Haſtings, of the cruel and tyrannical be. 
haviour of the Nabob, and the orders you ſaid Mr, 
Haſtings. ſent in conſequence to Mr. Middleton the 
reſident, the diſorders complained of ceaſed ? 

The correſpondence will explain that. 

Whether any of the Rohillas were permitted to re- 
main in the Rohilla country, except thoſe who re- 
mained under the government of F yzoolla Cawn ? 

I do not recollect there were. 

Do you underſtand then, that the whole Rohilla 
nation amounted only to thoſe who remained under 
Fyzoolla Cawn, thoſe who fell in battle, and the 
20,000 who crofled the Ganges ? 

By no means. | | 

What then becamme of the reſidue ? 

_ If it is meant of the inhabitants of the country, 
many and many thouſands remained.—1I thought the 
queſtion, related only to thoſe in arms. 

Whether the ſpies you mentioned acquainted you 
with particular inſtances of cruelty, or only gave you 
general informatiqn ?—Did they name particular per- 
fons on whom the cruelty was committed, and the par- 
ticular ſpecies of cruelty ?. 

I believe that in the correſpondence, the manner in 


which I received the intelligence is particularly point- 


ed out, and the hardſhips that were inflicted. 
Then you was not acquainted with any particular 


. Inſtance, except what are ſtated in the correſpondence 


with the Governor and Council? 

Every thing is at large in the correſpondence. 

Whether, after you received the directions of the 
Governor and Sele& Committee, to ſtate particular 
inſtances, you applied either to the ſame ſpies, or to 
any others, or to any other perſons, to furniſh you 
with any other particulars than what you had before 
that time ſtated ? ME nn 

I before obſerved, I cannot carry my remembrance 
to every particular oEcurrence,—The correſpondence 
will explain the whole, 208 

Who 
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Who employed the ſpies ? 

By my orders. 

Whether any perſons were driven over the Ganges, 
except people in arms, and the followers of the camp 
and their families ? 

I do not believe there was a man. 

Whether it 1s as likely, that as many ſhould follow 
2 number of fugitives expelled their country as gene- 
rally attend a well-appointed army ? 

I "hould thir.k not. 

Whether you employed a confidential aid de camp, 
or other officer under your command, to aſcertain 
the truth of the cruelties and barbarities that were re- 
preſented to you by the Rohilla priſoners, and the in- 
tclligence given by the ſpies? 

The duty was allotted to one man for that purpoſe. 

Who was that man ? 

Colonel Macpherſon. 

What was he intelligence he gave you on that ſub- 
ject ? 

It is mentioned in the correſpondence. 

At the time when the Governor and Selcit Commit- 
tee informed you, that they had directed Mr. Middle- 
ton to uſe his influence with the Vizier, upon what 
terms were you and the V1zier then ? 

We were at all times on good terins. 

What was the duty of Colonel Macpherſon ? 

He had the charge of all the ſpies. 


Was it any thing more than to receive the intelli- 


gence brought by thoſe ſpies, and to make his report 

of it to you ? 

£ I faid before, I received all the intelligence from 
im. 

Do you mean the intelligence only trom the ſpics, 
or any other intelligence ? 

There is a kind of intelligence that comes by let- 
mw had no other intelligence than what came by 

um, 

Did you employ Colonel Macpherſon for the pur- 
pole of obtaining a knowledge of any ſuppoſed cru- 
elties exerciſed againſt the Rohillas ? 

3 I an- 
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I anſwered that before. 
And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw, 


[Then the following Extra& from No. 45 of the Ap» 


< 


pendix to the ſaid Report of the Committee of Se. 


crecy, was read; VIZ. 

Account of the names, and fituation of the ſurvivin 

* parts of the families of Hafiz Rhamut and the 
© other Rohilla chiefs. 

* HAFIZ Rhamut left twelve ſons and nine daugh- 
ters. Three of the ſons, named Irradut Cawn, Mo- 
hubbut Cawn, and Zolefehkar Cawn, are in camp. 
The firſt, being the eldeſt, had three hundred rupees 
a month ſettled on him by the late Vizier, which 
has been regularly paid him : He was countenanced 
by Sella Jung ; and in hopes of obtaining by his in- 
fluence a roflalla and ſome lands ; but as affairs are 
at preſent ſituated, there is little chance of his ſuc- 
ceeding. The ſecond had one thouſand rupees 2 
month ſettled on him, but it has never been paid; 

and the third had an allowance of ten or fifteen ru- 
pees a day, which is now diſcontinued. The re- 
maining nine ſons, his daughters, ſeventcen of his 
women, ſeven of the wives of his ſons, and one of 
the late Emrayut Cawn, who was his eldeſt ſon, to- 
gether with ſome of his diſtant relations and the de- 
pendants of the family, to the number of four hun- 
dred perſons, are all in confinement at Allahabad. 

* Doonda Cawn left three ſons, named Mahub ulla 
Cawn, Fitte ulla Cawn, and Azim ulla Cawn ; they, 
their wives, together with the widows of Doonda 
Cawn, and many of the relations of the family, to 


the number of two hundred perſons, are all confined 


at Allahabad. 


* Serdar Cawn left ſeven ſons, named Ahmud Cawn, 
Mahomed Cawn, Saadut Cawn, Mahaabut Cawn, 


Rehmaan Cawn, Hubiib Cawn, and Azim Cawn ; 


all of whom, excepting Saadut Cawn, who is at 
liberty in this camp, are with Zebita Cawn. 

* Fitte Cawn left fix ſons, all of whom are with 
Fyzoolla Cawn; but they, like the reſt who were re- 


leaſed, 
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© leaſed, have had no allowances made them by the 
© Nabob. 

© A wife of Fitte Cawn, and two wives of his ſons, 
© with their dependants and ſervants, to the number of 
© forty-four perſons, are in confinement at Allahabad. 

© Beſides theſe above-mentioned, there is a ſon of 
© Abdut Jebnar Cawn, who married a daughter of 
* Doodnah Cawn, and many Rofalladars and other 
© Rohillas, of whom the late Vizier was jealous, in 
* confinement at Allahabad. The whole number may 
* amount to one thouſand ; for the ſupport of whom, 
© the Nabob told me he had allowed two hundred ru- 
* pees a day; but it 1s not regularly paid them ; for 
* I underſtand they hardly get two-thirds of it. 

* The widow and family of Saad ulla Cawn are at 
* Fyzabad, to the number of two hundred perſons. 

* (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW.” 


[Then three ſeveral Extrafts of a Letter from Mr. 
Briſtow, Refident at the Court of the Nabob of 
 Oude, to the Governor General and Council, dated 
the 11th of April 1775, were read ; viz. 

© AT ſeveral interviews with his Excellency, I urged 
him to grant thoſe at Allahabad their freedom, and 
ſome certain and honourable proviſion : But, as he 
is exceedingly jealous of them, he refuſed to do 
either 3 and faid, in regard to a proviſion for them, 
That he allowed them as much as he was able. On 
the Nabob's deputing Murtehzeh Cawn to Fyzabad, 

he dire&ted him to ſeize all the effects of the widow 
of Saad ulla Cawn. TI had no intelligence of it till 
after his departure ; and then only as a report which 
I did not credit ; and aſked his Excellency whether 
it was true? He poſitively denied it. Two or three 
days after, I was told for certain, that ſuch an or- 
der had bcen iffued. It then became my duty to 
enter into a particular explanation of the meaning 
of the Honourable Board in interceding for the ta- 
milies of the Rohilla chiefs; which I accordingly 
: * did, in a written repreſentation in the Perfian lan- 


* guage, a copy of which I herewith incloſe, 
E £ I re- 
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© ] reſpe&tfully defired to be favoured with an an- 


ſorer in writing, agreeable to which I would inform 
the Honourable Board. I had always before this 
met with the politeſt treatment from his Excellency ; 
but after he had read my repreſentation, he of a ſud- 
den adopted a different mode of behaviour ; ſaid, 
the Engliſh wanted to releaſe his enemies, but he, 
on his part, would never conſent to it. I defired 
him to confider the matter deliberately, and then 
reply ; for I was perſuaded the Honourable Board 
would liſten to his reaſons with great willingneſs, and 
be happy on all occaſions of ſthewing their regard 
for him. In the courſe of the converſation, his Ex- 
cellency obſerved; 'That unleſs he ſhould conceive 
it for his intereſt, he would never comply with any 
propoſal, or inſert any condition in the new treaty, 
not ſpecified in the former ones ſubfiſting with his 
late father, in which no mention was made of grant- 
ing freedom to the families of the Rohilla chiets, 
and conſequently no obligation on him to do it. 

* Though his Excellency both denied his having 
ordered the cffects of the widow of Saad ulla Cawn 
to be ſeized, and promiſed me it ſhould not be done, 
yet he had directed 1t ; and there was really at one 
time guards placed upon her houſe : As a proof, 1 
incloſe the extract of a letter from Fyzabad, aflert- 
ing the fact; and can aſſure the Honourable Board, 
that 1t has been confirmed by intelligence through 
other channels. Finding, from this circumſtance, 
that his F-xcellency had only trifled with me, I 
took the method of a written repreſentation, hoping 
that he would be more cautious in a reply under 
his hand, which could not be afterwards contra- 
dicted. Notwithſtanding his Excellency was ſo diſ- 
ſatisfied at my requeſt, yet I hope my conduct will 
_ with the approbation of the Honourable 

oard. 


* When I reminded his Excellency about anſwer- 


ing my repreſentation relative to the families of the 


Rohilla chiefs, he ſaid he had done it in a letter to 
the Honourable the Governor General.? 


MAJOR 
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MAJOR MARSACK called in, and examined. 


How long have you been in India, and are you ac- 
qoniibnd with the Northern provinces, and in what 
offices have you ſerved ? 

I beg leave to ſubmit to the Committee the fitua- 
tion in which I ſtand at preſent before it : Wholly 
unknown to the proſecutors on the one hand, and ha- 
ving no communication with Mr. Haſtings on the 
other, I was, till this evening, totally in the dark re- 
carding the nature of the queſtions to be put to me ; 
but ſuppoſing, from the length of time I 1erved 1 in 
[adia, and from my having been appointed ſurveyor 
of the province of Oude as carly as the year .1769, that 
from the reſearches I had made into the tormer and 
preſent ſtate of thoſe countries, it was probable I ſhould 
be queſtioned thereon, T have, conſidering the great 
length of time back, furniſhed my memory with every 
particular in my power. 

Then the queſtion was repeatec| to the witneſs. 

I was in India from the year 1765 to the beginning 
of the year 1783, and I am acquainted with the 
Northern Provinces.—l was Lieutenant in the army 
when I was appointed Surveyor of the Province of 
Oude, as I have before obſerved, and during the 
courſe of that ſervice. 

Then the witneſs was dirce&ted to withdraw. 

And being called in again, he went on with his 
an{wer as follows : 

I was promoted to the rank of Captain ſoon after 
the arrival of General Clavering.—lI was ordered to the 
Prefidency of Fort W iam by hum, to render an ac- 
count of the ſervice I had been engaged in; which 
done, the General thought proper to appoint me to 
the command of the firit regiment of Cavalry in the 
Vizier's ſervice in Oude.—l filled that ſtation until 
September 1773, to the beſt of my recolleEtion. Ar 
my appointment to the command of the regiment of 
cavalry, at the inſtance of the Vizier, under whole 
government the Prefidency of Fort W liam had placed 
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me, I raiſed at my own expence, and diſciplined the 
ſame regiment, 
Was you acquainted with the fituation of the re+ 
maining families of the Rohilla chiefs ? 
I am. 


What was it 


If I am to go into the fituation of the different 
chiefs, I ſhall commence with my obſervations on that 
of Hafiz Rhamet, the principal. I hope I ſhall be 
held excuſed with reſpect to dates, iff to them I am 
not ſo particular ; but as near as I can recollect, inthe 
year 1780, when I travelled through the Rohilla coun- 
try on my way to the imperial city of Delhi, I found, 
in the capital of that prince, Barelli, that his wives 
and children were confined to their palace in very in- 
digent circumſtances ; that they, as well as the ſons 
of Doonda Cawn, who were at that period at Moora- 
dabad, were in the greateſt diſtreſs.---The ſons of 
Doonda Cawn, Mahub ulla Cawn, and Fitte ulla Cawn 
---I had ſeveral conferences with them ;---they pleaded 
a breach of faith on the part of the Nabob Vizier Su- 
Jah Dowlah, who had left them in the extremeſt ne- 
ceſfity of circumſtances, notwithſtanding they had 
been the firſt to join the Engliſh and the Vizier.--- 
'That Fizoolla Cawn, who had never ſhewn that readi- 
neſs, was not only re-inſtated in his former poſſeſſions, 
but had received an acceſſion of territory; and, in 
ſhort, that they, as well as the women and children of 
Hafiz Rhamet, were reduced to the miſerable ſtate 1 
was then an eye-witneſs of, namely, to ſuch extreme 
want, as to ſell the furniture of their houſes and the 
habits of their women, | 

What obſervations did you make upon the ſtate of 
the Rohilla country, previous to the invaſion of it by 
the Nabob and the Britiſh army ? 


It was a country I never had any good opportu- 
nity of making obſervations upon until after I bad re- 


tigned the Company's ſervice in the province of Oude. 


The purport of my journey before mentioned, in 


1790, was to make remarks on the country of the Ro- 


hillas,—T viſited all the principal places therein, and 
from 
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from the beſt authority, as well as my own immediate 
remarks on the veſtiges of its former grandeur and 
opulence, I drew the concluſion of its once flouriſh- 
ing ſtate : but it 1s a thing well known, that the 
country poſlefſes great natural advantages, which was 
cultivated and brought to light by the induſtry and 
good policy of the Rohilla tribes. In the principal 
cities of Shajzehanpoor, Barelli, Oulah, Biffoulee, Sum- 
bel, Mooridabad” Darenagur, and ſeveral other places, 
I perceived the ruins and veſtiges of public and pri- 
vate buildings of the greateſt magnificence preſenting 
themſelves amidſt the ruins of colleges, churches, 
baths, palaces, and other buildings ; which clearly 
proved to my comprehenſion the {tate of population, 
and flouriſhing condition of Rohilcund : That round 
theſe cities, as far as the eye could reach over a vaſt 
expanſe, there could be ſeen deſerted villages in ruins, 
and the traces of once-cultivated lands now laying 
waſte : That theſe large cities ſcarcely contained one 
tenth part of their original 1uhabitants ; I mean, at the 
period when the Britiſh troops and thoſe of the Vizier 
invaded the country : That, on entering the preſent 
poſſeſſions of Fizoolla Cawn, the contraſt was ſtrongly 
marked, by numerous and well-peopled villages, en- 
vironed by the higheſt cultivation : That there is 
ſcarcely a ſpot in that Prince's dominions which is 
not ſo cultivated ; and which I found owing to the 

ood police and encouragement given by the Prince, 
in contradiſtinEtion to the modes purſued in farming 
and collecting the Revenues in all the other parts of 
the Rohilla country, of which Fizoolla Cawn's is a 
very {mall proportion indeed. | 

What was the opinion of the remaining inhabitants 
concerning the change of the adminiſtration of reve- 
_ nves and police, effected fince the country was ſubdued 

by the Britiſh troops ? 

It may be neceflary, in order to elucidate that cir- 
cumſtance, and to throw all the lights in my power on 
the ſubje&, to ſay, that rhe preſent mode of farming 
and collecting the revenues of the country has tended 
to the almoſt total extinction of revenue. 
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Is there a good police, order, or mary, clita. 
bliſhed in that country ? 

There is not. The natives of the country (I mean 
the original Hindoos, who are the principal cultivators 
of the ſoil) much lamented the loſs. of their tormex 
maſters (the Rohillas) who had originally come into 

he country as ſoldiers of fortune and adventurers ; 

"hat, on eſtabliſhing their government, they had laid 
alide the ſword, and turned "their minds to the Cultie 


_ vation and proſperity of the country : That, awing 


to their mild government, the country had arrived to 
the greateſt height of opulence ; ; but that fince the 
Vizier was under the auſpices of the Engliſh, and 


without whole aid he never could have made a con: 


queſt of them, the country had been gradually declin- 
: That the oppreſſions and exations of the Aumils 


or Colle&tors appointed by the Nabob of Oude and 


the Engliſh Adminiſtration of his Court, had, by their 
mode adopted, compelled great numbers of the ori- 
ginal inhabitants (Hindoos) and the Mahometans un- 
der whom they cultivated the lands, in many parts, 
ro leave their native-land, and ſeek that protection in 
a forcign country denicd them in their own ; they 
declared they had no police left in the country, and 
rhat numbers of them had been conſtrained, after part- 
ing with every thing they had, to go into Fizoolla 
Cawn's country, where 1t was difficult to find employ- 
ment, from the number of inhabitants. 

a hat are your obſervations on the comparative 
ftate of the province of Oude Proper, fince you were 
firſt acquainted with it, and when you laſt lett it ? 

\ To 0 into this queſtion, and to anſwer it with that 
dear ec of preciſion, and in as full and complete a man- 
ner as may be acceptable to the Committee, I thall 
{ct out with obſerving, that I was preſented ta the 
Vizier Sujah Dowlah early in 17750 ;, that I commen- 
ced my enquiries from that period, In order to. give 


the Committee fome comprehenfive State of the ftor- 
mer and preſent ſtate of the province, I hall by leave | 


ſay, that the province is divided into five circars Or 


diltricts, namely, Oude, Lucknow, KRyrabad, Baroich, 
and 
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and Boorapoor.---At that time the Zemindary of Be- 
nares, which was formerly comprehended in the Ze- 
mindary of Allahabad, was an appendage to the 
Subadarry of Oude, but not comprehended in the 
five circars.,---I commenced my cnquiries and ſurveys 
in the circars of Oude and Boorapoor ; and afterwards, 
in 1771, paſſed through them, and continued my ob- 
ſeryations on the mountainous parts of the country 
bordering thereon ; and afterwards proceeded to make 
obſervations on the diftricts of Baraich, Kyrabad, and 
Lucknow : On this ſervice, with very httle interval, 1 
was employed till 1777. Before the accefſton of the 
preſent Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah it was in a flouriſh- 
ing ſtate ; the revenue was collected with moderation, 
and the manufacturers were in a flouriſhing ſtate. 
That two of the moſt conſiderable manutacturers in 
all the dominions, namely Mow and Cuper, had, in 
1771, about 20,000 weavers employed : That they 
gradually decreaſed -on the acceſhon of the preſent 
Nabob, and at length dwindled away to a few hun- 
dreds.---That the country of Boorapoor, under the 
management and controul of a Perfian by birth, and 
who had been many years employed as Phouſdar by 
the Nabob Sujah Dowlah, was extremely well culti- 
vated, confidering it to be a country much taken up by 
woods : That he encouraged a trade and intercourſe 
with the H1ll Rajah's bordering thereupon : That he 
had eſtabliſhed a good police in the principal city of 
Boorapoor.---That the diſtrict of Baraich was in a very 
flouriſhing ſtate till a ſhort time atrer the death of 
Sujah Dowlah : That the towns and villages were 
populous, the ſoil well cultivated, and the inhabitants 
perfectly happy under their colleEtors. But that ſoon 
aiter the acceſſion of the preſent Nabob, and that his 
Minitters became conne&ed with the Engliſh Admi- 
niſtration, the country has confiderably tallen oft in 
Its revenues, and the villages many of them deſertcd, 
and large tracts of land entirely laid waſte and delo- 
late, 'That it is a well-known fa&t to many gentle- 
men who have travelled through the Subadarry of 
Oude, that the whole of it is in a very impoverithed 
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(40a 
ſtate, but that the diſtrits of Baraich and Boorapog? 
have experienced misfortunes peculiar to themſelves, 
That the natives have been obliged, after giving up 
every thing they had, to ſell even their cattle and im- 
plements of huſbandry ; and becauſe they had not the 
means of ſubſiſting their children, have been obliged 
to ſell them to ſlavery; —That an Engliſh battalion, to 
the beſt of my recollection, which was 1n that country 
under the command of Captain Crab, that one batta- 


lion brought with it nearly as many ſlaves as there were 


men and followers, and this from a country where no 


dearth had prevailed, and the calamities of which 


had been brought on by miſmanagement. I could 
ſpeak to many other places where great manufactories 
have been carried on, and to the fituation of many 
other parts of the Province; but I am apprehenfive 
that the taſk put upon me, would carry me to a length 
beyond the patience of the Committee, —To ſum it up 
in a few words, the country was, before the acceſſion 


_ of the preſent Nabob, and the interference of the Bri- 


tiſh government, in a very flouriſhing fituation ; and 


fince that influence, it has declined into its preſent 


ſtate. 


Do you know at what time Lieutenant Colonel Han- 
nay was appointed to the management and office of 
Collector of Revenues at Baraich ? EIT 

I do not recolle& exactly the time ;z but I remember 
the circumſtance of his appointment. 


Did he hold a military as well as civil command in 
that country ? 


Doubtleſs he did. A Phouſdar and Colletor of the 
Revenues in the Eaſtern government are frequently 
combined in one and the ſame perſon. 

By whoſe authority did Colonel Hannay receive the 
appointment ? | <4 

I cannot anſwer that queſtion by tracing it to its 
ſource ; but he certainly did receive it from the Na- 
bob officially, who, ſome time after Colonel Hannay 
had been in the adminiſtration and collection of that 
country, did diſpoſleſs him of the ſame. = 

as 
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Was the appointment of IV Hannay a volun- 
tary a&t of the Nabob, or the effect of a recommienda- 
tion from the government of Fort William ? 

I cannot ſay how tar the Nabob appointed him at 
firſt ; but after he had deprived him of his ColleCtor- 
ſhip, and appointed a native in his room, applications 
were made for the re-inſtatement of Colonel Hannay. 

Do you know for what reaſon he diſplaced him ? 

I cannat poſitively ſay; but 1 have always under- 
ſtood, and 1t has been univerſally underſtood by every 
ventleman at Lucknow, that he. was diſmiſſed by the 
Nabob from his employments on account of his bad 
adminiſtration and management. 

Do you attribute the diſtrefles of the natives of that 
diſtri&t to the miſmanagement of Colonel Hannay ? 

I had never the leaſt doubt of it. 

Do you know from whom the application for rein- 
ſtating Colonel Hannay was made to the Nabob ? 

I cannot for a certainty reply to that, further than. 
what, the Nabob himſelf informed me; and I believe 
it will be uncontradieted by any gentleman, that he 
was again appointed, in poſitive oppoſition to the Na- 
bob, who made no ſecret of expreſſing the cruel fitua- 
tion he was reduced to, in again appointing a man 
who had reduced the country under his management 
to the ſituation it was 1n. 

Do you know whether the Nabob received from Mr. 
Haſtings a letter equivalent to a poſitive order to re- 
inſtate Colonel Hannay ? 

I have underſtood from the Nabob himſelf, and from 
the repreſentations of different natives of his court, 
that, after reſiſting various applications for the rein- 
ſtatement of Colonel Hannay, he had received a letter 
from the Boroſon (by which is underſtood the Go- 
vernor General) to countenance and reinſtate the Col- 
leor in his office as Farmer and Colle&or of that 
country, as well as Military Commander. 

Do you know in what manner the Nabob received 
that order, or what effeEt it had on him ? 

His feelings ſcemed very much hurt on the occaſion. 

8 | 9:- + Ab 


CT 
At what time did you refign the ſervice of the Eaf | 
India Company ? - a ids 
I cannot anſwer the queſtion exactly. 
Was it in January 1779? | 
1 fancy it was previous to that; but I have a paper 
will inform me I believe.—lt is in January 1779. 
What was your rank in the ſervice at that time ? 
In the Company's ſervice, a Captain. 
Had you a {uperior rank in any other ſervice ? 
As is uſual with Britiſh officers, we had the rank and 
emolument of the rank next- above us. 
Had you a ſuperior commiſſion ih any. other ſervice? 
None of the Britiſh officers appointed to the Nabob's 
ſervice had any other commiſhon than what they had 
in the Company's ſervice. _ Fg 
Was you. upon ſervice under Sir Robert Barker in 
1773, or under Colonel Champion in 1774, in Rohil- 
cund ; or was you in the country before the conqueſt 
of it by Sujah Dowlah ? NE RETT 
No. 7 Ry De 5, 
When did you receive the ſummons of this Houſe 
to attend this Committee ? _ | 
I duly received it immediately after the date of it, 
and attended the 3d of April in conſequence of it. 
[Then part of a former anſwer given by this wit- 
neſs, in the firſt part of his examination, viz. 
' * Thathe was wholly unknown to the profſecu- | 
* tors on the one hand, and had had-no com- 
*© munication with Mr. Haſtings on the other,” 
., was read to the witneſs ;] 
And he then was aſked, CAS 
| Have-you had any converſation with Mr. Haſtings 
fince your return to England ? 
_ Have you written a letter to Mr. Haſtings fince you 
received the ſummons of this Houſe ? 
I did. _ Fo wi 
Have you written more than one letter to Mr. Hal- | 
tings fince you received the ſummons of this Houſe? }F 
The letter was followed by two notes to him, in con- } H 
tequence of not having received an anſwer to it. end : 
I” 


[48:9 


Did you receiye an anſwer to. either of thoſe twg 
notes ? 


No. 


[Then two notes and a letter being produced by a 
member 'of the Committee, and ſhewn to the wit- 
neſs at the bar; the witneſs, upon being aſked, ad- 
mitted they were of his hand-writing. ] 
And then he ſaid ; 
| I avow the writing of thoſe notes to Mr. Haſtings ; 
but they are of a private nature ; they are in conſe- 
quence of a demand of a private nature originating; 
in, and which I made a demand of previous to my 
leaving, Bengal. 
Then the nates and letters were brought up to the 
table ; and it being propoſed that they ſhould be read; 
The fame was objected to; 
And the witneſs was directed to withdrave. 
And being again called in; | 
Thenotes and letter were read, and are as followeth ; 
VIZ, 
© Direted to Mr. Haſtings. 
* Major Marſack preſents his compliments to Mr. 
* Haſtings—Being averſe to litigation, and defirous 
* of ayoiding a ſuit in equity againſt him and others, 
* ſubmits the accompanying papers and demand to his 
- confideration. If he thinks Mr. M. has not a claim 
*1n honour and equity on him, ſo confident is Mr. 
1 *M. that he will ſubmit it to the arbitration of any 
two or more of the India friends of both parties, ma- 
* ny of wham may now be found in London. "The 
© Major deſires Mr. Haſtings will peruſe the attendant 
* fats, on which he grounds his preſent claim, and | 
* Immediately favour him with his reſolve thereon, 
* which muſt determine the Major's future proceed- 
*1ngs.? 
* Hertford Street, 
, © Friday Night, 3ift March.” 


: Major Marſack preſents his compliments to Mr. 
Haſtings, requeſts to know whether or not he has re- 
F'2 | | © ceived 


( 44 ) 
ceived the papers he ſent him on Saturday morning 
laſt, and to be favoured with his reply thereto by the 
bearer hereof. Ss 


Tueſday Evening,” 


N60 


© Directed to Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, St. James's 
... 0 "PIAace. | 


cif; _ Hertford Street, April 6th, 1786. 

© I was ſurprized, at my return home laſt night, only 
to find ſome of the papers I ſent you by my ſervant, 
inſtead of a reply to either of my notes on the ſubject 
of them. I have therefore to repeat my. inſtances, 
that you will favour me with your reſolve thereon, 
and that it will be ſuch as, to render an appeal to the 
laws of my country unneceſſary ; being firmly of opi- 
nion, that a perſonal interview , perhaps without the 
mediation of frieads, would bring the matter in dif- 
+ pure to an amicable concluſion. 

| © I have the honour to be, 

SIRE. 

* Your ob* Serv*, 

£C., MARSACK, 


AQ % a 0: 0-0 


[Then another paper, produced by the ſame Member 
_ of the Committee, being thewn to the Witnels at 
the Bar, he was aſked] | | 
Di L- that paper accompany one of thoſe notes ? 
t did, 


[Then the ſaid Paper was delivered in, and read, and is 
__ as followeth; viz. ] 
| * Early in March 1776, Major Marſack arrived at | 
VH © Etowah, in conſequence of orders from the Governor | 
* Genera] and ſupreme Council ; when the Reſident at | 
* the Vizier's Courr, Mr. Join Briſtow, propoſed to him | 
* tOraiſe a regiment of cayalry; which the Major dig at | 
_* the inſtance of the Vizier, whoſe cavalry he was ap- ; 
* pointed by.you ta command ; and he did actually 
* ralſe, pay, ſupport every expence of the ſaid reg1- 
/ ment, called The Firſt Regiment, for near twelve | 
ME 5 months, 
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months, on the public faith of the Engliſh govern- 
ment, and on the conditions and contract made with 
the Vizier and Mr. Briſtow, who mortgaged the re- 
venue of Furruckabad for the payment of the ſame. 
Paper N* 1. Mr, Anderſon's tranſlation of the ſaid 
order and mortgage.—September 1777, Mr. Marſack 
was deprived of the command of the cavalry, and his 
regiment, by the ſaid Haſtings, then Governor Ge- 
neral, without the leaſt impucation of miſconduct 1n 
command, and at a time when upwards of ſix lacks 
was due for advances made by Mr. Marſack for raiſ- 
ing it, at a period when diſaffetion reigned among 
the troops, and in compliance with the Vizier and 
Mr. Briſtow's orders, which made the riſk conſider- 
able. —Follows extract of Governor General and 
Council.to Mr. N. Middleton, dated Fort William, 
July 14th 1778, wherein you acknowledge my prior 
claim, —Paper. N* 2. Copy of Mr. Barwell's minutes 
on the ſubject. 

© Mr. Middleton havine, in Auguſt 17577, exerted 
an undue influence to the prejudice of the Vizier's 
grant to me (paper N? 1.) by writing to Abdoolah 
Beg Sazowal not to make me any payment, I pro- 
cured from Abdoolah Beg the order to him, ſigned 
N. Middleton, and with his Perſian ſeals applied 
thereto. This fully proves an undue influence to de- 
prive Mr. Marſack of his property ; and I ſhall fur- 
ther prove the Vizier's diſavowal of Mr. Middleton's 
conduct in ſo doing, that although he had granted 
me the Furruckabad Nazuranath, y yet he was without a 
remedy, as I muſt well know he had not the power 
left of realizing family grants, much more that which 
he had given me, He adviſed me to apply to the Go- 
vernor General and Council of Calcutta ; which was 
done. They examined and paſſed my account ; and Gi- 
rected Mr. Middleton to pay him, Mr. Marliack, in 
preference to every other demand. Oa the faith of 
the Goyernor General and Council, and the rehance I 
had in their orders to him being complied with, Ma- 
* jor Martack declined raiſing a regiment of Sepoys in 


* the Company's ſervice, and refigned his commiſſion, 
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with their approbation, at Lucknow, January gth 
1779, on the expreſs condition that the Governor Ge. 


neral and Council ſuffered him to remain there till all 


his demands on that Court ſhould be liquidated ; yet 
many others were paid in preference ; and Mr. Mar- 
ſack detained by promiſes until Auguſt gth 1782, 
at a great and unavoidable expence and lols (ſee let- 
ter, N* 3. to Mr. R. Johnſon.) If he ever ſent it to 
Mr. Haſtings, it accounted for Mr. Marſack's condu& 
in not leaving Lucknow when his firſt orders came, 
as he could not ſuppoſe Mr. Haſtings guilty of ſuch 
injuſtice, as to remove him before he had receiyed his 
dues from the Vizier, after having accepted his reſig- 
nation on the condition that he was not to be remov- 
ed till he was paid. Mr. Marſack afterwards encloſ- 
ed the above letter to Richard Johnſon, in his to Mr. 
Haſtings, dated Benares, October 1ſt 1982, which 
was delivered to him by Mr. William Atkinſon, and 
which produced the moſt cruel and arbitrary a&t of 
Mr. Haftings's government any 1ndividual ever expe- 
rienced, On this ground it is Mr. Marſack makes 
his claim on Mr. Haſtings, and alſo on account of 
his having been detained by Mr. Haſtings and Mr. 
Middleton at Lucknow, after he had reſigned the 
ſervice, Will it be credited here, that Mr. Mar- 


ſack's letter of Oftober 1ſt 1782, ſhould have drawn 


on him ſuch a cruel exertion of power, as to order 
Mr. Markham, Refident at Benares, to ſend a com- 


pany of Sepoys, and force him from Benares in 


twenty-four hours ? Mr. Marfack had upwards of five 


lacks of rupees laying at Punnah, and other places, Z 


for the purpoſe of remitting to Europe, So ſudden 
and diſgraceful a treatment pur it in great danger ; to 
obviate which, as much as poſſible, he directly left 
Benares, after giving Mr. Markham notice that he 
ſhould look ro him and Mr. Haſtings for any damage 


he might ſuſtain thereby. The guard was actually 


ſent by Mr. Markham after Mr. Marſack had left his 
houſe, Many gentlemen now in England will prove 


the univerſal opinion formed of this perſecution of 
an old officer, after having allowed him to reſign, 
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as before recited, A deep” ſenſe of the injurious 
trearment he had experienced from Mr, Haſtings, 
determined his return to , Europe, without tak- 
ing leave of him at Calcutta; and he has not at this 
moment received: to the amount of about 60,000 R*, 
which ſuch treatment occaſioned him to leave be- 
© hind, Here follows the ſeveral facts on which he 
* claims of Mr. Haſtings the following amount— 
F-VIEe-* 
_ © Sacre rupees 
© 2,000 R* per month, from 14th July 

* [1778 to 1ſt October 1782—4 yrs. 

* 25 months I01,000 — — 


6... aa a 


2,838 _—_ 


_ \ 


103,039 — — 
© Or L. ſterling 10,383 16 © 

* ſt, Becauſe the ſum of 2,838 S* R*, was paſſed 
©by the Vizier and Mr. Briſtow, refident and pay- 
* maſter, duly authorized by the Board. | 

* 2dly. And that 2,000R* per month 1s a little more 
* than one half of the allowance to other gentlemen 
* at Lucknow, and fo comparatively moderate, as to 
* render it indiſputable ; and which amount was out 
* of my power to get from the Nabob, after Mr. Haſt- 
*1ngs's mandate moved me down to Calcutta the in- 
* juſtice of. which is obvious, from Mr. Marſack's 
© Ietter to Richard Johnſon ; and as Mr. Marſack can 
* proye that the Nabob, through his miniſters Hydra 
* Beg Khaan and Rajah Tuckeat Roy, did aſſure Mr. 
* Marſack, that he was not included in Governor 
* General's order for different gentlemen to leave 
© Lucknow, but that it was his (the Vizicr's) plea- 
* ſure, that Mr. Marſack ſhould remain until he paid 
© him every rupee due to him; yet Mr. Marſack lefr 
* the Court out of reſpect to Mr. Haſtings's order 
* above-mentioned, and repaired to Benares, depend- 
* ing on the honour of Mr. Haſting's for payment. 
* Mr. Marſack's attorney, William Atkinſon, proſe- 
* cuted Mr, Middleton in Catcutta, for the amount 
* 67,529, 0. L* $* R*, with intereſt, and received 4 

14S 
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© has therefore no demand on that head : but Mr, 
* Haſtings will pleaſe to recolle&, that Mr. Matfack's 
© demand on the Vizier of 2,000 R* per month, 18 
moderate, and what he was, Ind ought to' be allow- 
* ed, having been detained at a loſs of time and ex- 
© pence far exceeding ir. In contradiſtin&tion to double 
© and treble allowances made to others without the 
© Vizicr's concurrence, and it would be very hard that 
© his claim only ſthoutd be excepred, he, however, 
© again repeats his readineſs to ſubmit it to the ami- 
© cable decifion of India friends to both parties. But 
* Major Marſack defires an immediate reſolve ; for 
«© which purpoſe, .and to explain, if neceſſary, he will 
* wait on Mr. Haſtings any time on Sunday, 24 of 
* April, it agreeable. 


[Then another paper, produced by the ſame member 
of the Committee, and ſtated to be a letter, Was 
ſhewn to the witneſs at the bar. ] 

And he was aſked;' 
Did you we Head any attorney to write that letter to 

Mr. Haſtings 2 
When I ſet out with ſaying, that I was totally ut- 

known to the proſecutor on one hand, and had no 

communication with Mr. Haſtings on the other, it 
was to ſubmit to the conſideration of the Committee, 
and merely 'to ſhew them, that I was totally unpre- 
pared as to the nature of the queſtions that might be 
put to me. I did not ſuppoſe that a claim of a pri- 
vate nature, and which originated in Bengal, and on 
part of which my attorney proſecuted fince I left the 


_ country, and recovered, and from whoſe ſuggeſtions, 


arrived by the laſt advices, it occurred to me to make 
my claun on Mr. Haſtings and others. How far my 
anſwering any queſtions of a private nature is incum- 
bent on me, I leave to the Committee to determine z 
they are in full pofleflion of the origin and the progreſs 
of this demand ; and I beg they will do me the juſtice 
to believe, 'that no object of a private nature can pol- 
fibly influence my mind.—lIn anſwer to the queſtion, 
I did direct my attorney to write a letter to Mr. 

Haſtings, 


( as Y 


Haſtings, on the ſubje& of my demand'; but whether. 
this is the letter or no,. I cannot ſay : but I gave di-- 


ceftions to my attorney, in+ conſequence of my re- 


ceiving no- anſwer: from Mr. Haſtings to- my notes, 


and poſitive inſtructions to tell. him, as I had repeated 


by letter, . that I was ready to- ſubmit it to. any India- 


gentlemen Mr.. Haſtings choſe to name,. and to give 


my honour religiouſly to abide by their determination. 
[Then the. paper. was delivered back to- the mem-- 


ber who produced it. ]: 
Did you make any demand' yourſelf, or inſtruct 


your attorney. to demand. of Mr. Haſtings in Bengat: 
2,000 rupees per month for four. years, as- ſet. forth: 


in the paper juſt read? 


[ did, through my attorney. Mr. William Atkinſon; 
—but I ſubmit to- the judgment of the Committee, . 


how far T.am obliged to-anſwer queſtions on this ſub- 
jet; and 1f Iam not obliged. to it, I-beg to decline 
turther anſwering any ſuch queſtions, which may pro- 


bably be brought 1n. evidence againſt me,, to affect 


my preſent claims.. 


Did you, by yourſelf, or any other perſon, make 
any demand of any kind upon Mr. Haſtings fince his 
arival in Great Britain, previous to-the 31ſt of March: 


laſt ? 


To the laſt queſtion I gave an- anſwer, which I 
humbly ſubmit as an anſwer to-every thing which. 


”n be aſked me on this ſubject. | 
And then the witneſs was direC&ed to withdraw. 


To report a progreſs, &c.. 
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Lune, 8* die Maij 1786. 


COMMITTEE of the whole Houſe on 
the Articles of Charge of High Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors, preſented to the Houſe 
againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, late Go- 
vernor General of Bengal. : 


To the State and Condition of the Provinee of Oude, and 
its Dependencies, | 


AJOR MARSACE called in, and examined. 

In your evidence given on Friday laſt, you 
ſpoke of a claim of a private nature, and which ori- 
ginated in Bengal, on part of which your Attorney. 
proſecuted ſince you left the country, and recovered ; 
and from whoſe ſuggeſtions, arrived by the laſt ad- 
Yices, it occurred to you to make your claims on Mr. 
Haſtings and others.—You will ſay, whether Mr. 
Haſtings was concerned, dire&ly or indire&ly, in the 
matter for which you recovered a ſum of money, and 
whether the money which you or your Atrorney did 
recover, was not on account of intereſt for a principal 


lum due from the Nabob Vizier, in which Mr. Haſ- 
A; tings 
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tings had no coneern ; and whether it exceeded the ſum 
of 7,000 rupees ? 

---= Then the witneſs being direQed to withdraw, 

The putting the ſaid queſtion to the witneſs was 
agreed by the Committee to be waved for the 
preſent. | 

And the witneſs being again called in; 

He was aſked ; *© 

Whether, after the Nabob of Oude had complain- 
cd of the ſtrong recommendations which came from 
Calcutta, for the reſtoration of Colonel Hannay, he 
was again reſtored to the colle&tion of Baraich and 
Boorapoor ? 

| I beg leave to ſubmit to the Committee, the fitua- 
tion in which I now ſtand as a witneſs at this bar—1 
have not courted it as an evidence— 
And then the witneſs was dire&ed to with: 
draw. 
And being again called in ; 

The Chairman informed him, That it was the 
pleaſure of the Committee, that he ſhould 
now proceed to anſwer the queſtion put to him, 

Then the queſtion being repeated ; 

The witneſs ſaid, 

I did not poffibly aver that it came from Calcutta, 
but I ſuppoſe it came from thence, from what the Na- 
bob ſaid, that it was a letter that came from the Bur- 
ra Saheb, which is generally underſtood to be the 
Governor ; and that it was generally underſtood at 
Lucknow, that it was in conſequence of the Nabob' 
being urged by the Governor, that he was reinſtated 
in hits command. RD 

How long did he remain after he was ſo reinſtated ! 

I cannot exactly ſay; but it was a confiderablc 
tine. | | 

Did you hear that the diſcontents of the country 
ceaſed on his re-appointment ? | 

I did not, but always underſtood them to be conf | 
derably encreaſed. 


' 
. 


Did you underſtand that any remiſſion of revenue | 
je was 


= 


——— 
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was - — during Colonel Hannay's holding that 
farm ? 

I did. 

To what amount ? 

I cannot exa&tly ſay—but I have heard that he ob- 
tained, at different periods, w confiderable deduc- 
LtiONS., 

And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw, 
And being again called in; 
The anſwer to the laſt queſtion was read to the 
witneſs; to which he addcd ; 

That it was a generally received opinion of every 
one on the ſpot. 
| Are you well acquainted with the perſon of the Na- 
bob of Oude, his brothers, uncles, and neareſt rela- 
tions? - 
| T have been acquainted with them from very early 
in the year 1770, to the time I left the country in the 
year 1782. 
| _ Whether the opulence and ſplendor of the Nabob's 
Court has increaſed or declined during that period ? 
It is very well known that it is declined to a mere 
 ſhadow—nothing ar all. 

Whether it was a ſplendid and opulent Court 1n the 

time of the late Sujah Dowlah ? 
Tt certainly was—his wives and children were main- 
tained in great affluence and ſplendour ; and he ſup- 
ported, excluſive of his civil eſtabliſhment, the ex- 
pence of which has been eſtimated at about Gy 400,000 
per annum, a very numerous ſtanding army of up- 
wards of 20,000 horſe, twenty battalions of regular 
infantry, armed, cloathed, and diſciplined after the 
European manner, together with about 20,000 irregu- 
lar, or matchlock men, called Nejibs and Sabutcau- 
nies (ſo called from Sabut Cawn, the firſt founder of 
that eſtabliſhment) to which I muſt add, the ex pence 
of a confiderable train of artillery ; and all this he did 
previous to the acceſſion of territory which he acquir- 
ed in Rohilcund and the Duabe, and which ys ſon the 
prelemt Vizier now poſleſles. 


In 
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" In what condition are the Nabob's brothers, who are 
out of the Zenana, maintained ?_ | | 

All the Nabob's brother and fiſters are by other 
wives of the late Sujah Dowlah—the eldeſt, Sadut 
Ali, uſually refides at Benares, under the protection 
of the Engliſh, with a revenue of £. 30,000 per an- 
num, or thereabouts, which he receives from the 
Vizier his brother : 'The next ſon of Sujah Dowlah, 
Meer Mirza Jungly, not being able to live upon the 
ſmall ſtipend his brother the Vizier allowed him, pri- 
vately left his court, and threw himſelt upon the 
generoſity of Nudjiff Cawn at Delhi—there I ſaw him 
about the middle of the year 1780 : Nabob Behadre, 
another ſon of Sujah Dowlah, I lett at Lucknow 1n very 
great Indigence. In ſhort, the children of Stjah 
Dowlah, brought up within the walls of his Seraglio, 
as ſoon as ever they arrived at the age of thinking for 
themſelves, have all endeavoured to make their eſcape, 
and to ſeek for that ſupport trom other Princes, which 
the preſent reſources of their Brother would not admit 
of his given them.—In regard to the other relations, 


his Uncles Mirza Ally Cawn and Nabeb $alar Jung, 


they derived grants of Jaghires from the late Sujah 


Dowlah, to whom their fifter was married, and who 
goes by the name of the Bow Begum.—Mirza Ally 
_ Cawn died before the Jaghires were taken from them 
but his children, as well as the other brother, Nabob 
Salar Jung, are much reduced i their circumſtances, 
and were loud in their complaints againſt the Mini- 
ſter Hyder Beg Cawn, whote connections with the 
Englith government at the court of Oude had brought 
the Nabob's finances into ſuch a fituation as to render 
him unable to ſatisfy the demands of the Engliſh by 
any other means than that of ſeizing on their eſtate 
and property. The Begums, that is to fay, the mo- 
ther and wite of the late Sujah Dowlah, originally de- 
rived their Grants of Jaghires by way of Settlement; 
as it is uſual in the Princes of the Eaſt to make fuch 
proviſions for the expences of the houſehold and Re- 
tinue of their wives, independant of their own houſe- 
hold cftabliſhment, and which it its deemed highly 

wy d11h0- 
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diſhonourable on any occaſion afterwards 'to interfere 
in: ſuch grants are always held ſacred by them.---Ay, 
it is not 1n the power of women to manage thei eſtates, 
they uſually employ eunuchs for that purpoſe, which 
eunuchs generally attaching themſelves from their 
infancy to the fortunes of their miſtrefſes, they are 
on all occaſions entruſted with their confidence, — 
Such was the fituation of the t two eunuchs, Jewar and 
Behar Ali Cawn. 

Whether the Jaghires, or landed eſtates, of ſeveral 
other perſons, were not ſeized upon at the fame 
time? 

On or about the ſame time. 

Were there a great number of them, or only a 
few ? 

There were a great many civil and military of. 
ficers, 

Were they perſons moſtly of conſiderable rank and 
conſequence ? 

No ; they were not . of that confiderable rank and 
conſ2quence that I have mentioned. —There were 
{ome that were diſtantly related to the Nabob's fa- 
ther and mother ; but the far greater number were 

_ people who originated from very low characters. | 

Were they not perſons who in that way had made 
their fortunes, and who were rewarded by the N abob 
for their real or ſuppoſed ſervices ? 

I cannot ſay what their merits might be—l believe 
many of them had neyer done the Nabob any ſervice 
Whatever. 

In what fituation- 1 were they left, upon the reſult of 
taking away their eſtates ? 

It created, very naturally, much diſguſt among _ if 
Hon—y complained they were much diſtreſſed ; 
y It. 

"What was the condition of the Begums upon the 
reſumption of their Jaghires ? 

They were ſo much reduced by the loſs of their 
Jaghires, as to be under the neceſfity of difbanding 
their guards and ſervants, and of diſpoſing of their 
Yaluable jewels, cloath, &c. 

Do 


CSI 
Do you know any thing of the ſeizure of their 
- treaſures ? 
T know no farther than that the eunuchs before 
mentioned were put into confinement, and that guards 
were placed over their palaces. 


| Was you at Fyzabad, or at Lucknow, at -that 


_ time? 
At Lucknow. 


Was you there when the eunuchs were brought 


priſoners to Lucknow ? 

I was. 

What treatement did they ſuffer at Lucknow ? 

Every indignity poſhble, to make them betray the 
confidence which was the natural reſult of their fi- 
tuation. | 

Did they, or did they not, receive any corporal pu- 
niſhment ? ET 

They did not, to my knowledge. 

_ How was the treatment of the eunuchs received 
| by the public in that city and country. ? 

It made a very bad impreſſion upon people in ge- 
neral, 

Were thoſe eunuchs turbulent men, who were ſu- 
ſpected of attempting a revolution in the ſtate ? 

I never underſtood they pofitively. were ; but it was 
very natural for them to become dilaffefted to the 
Adminiſtration at the Nabob's Court, when they 
found the country of their late Maſter ſo much de- 
_clining under its influence, 

Did you hear that they actually inliſted ,and re- 
cruited men for the purpoſe of ſubverting the Britiſh 
power in India, and for extirpating the Engliſh na» 
| Yion? 

I never did ; nor was it in their power to recruit 
men to effeCtuate ſuch a purpoſe. I believe they, as 
well as all men under their circumſiances and fitua- 
tion, who poſſeſſed the ſpirit and feelings of men, 
would have extirpated us, if in their power. 

Was it their particular diſpoſition, or was it general 
throughout the country ? E860 

4 I believe 
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I believe that the diſpoſition of the natives collec- 
tively, for ſome years back, but more eſpecially thoſe 
in the provinces in the diſtricts of Baraich and Boora- 
poor, where the rebeilion prevailed, owing to the op- 
preſſion they had recently experienced, were diſaffect- 
ed to our Government; and for this realon—they 
had been almoſt ruined by the rapacity and conduct 
of an Englith Collector in that country, the effects of 
whoſe meaſures preſented themſelves, from one cnd 
to the other of 1t, ih deſerted villages and unculti- 
vated 'trafts of land, which had been a garden but 
a very ſhort tune before ; ; and 1t was the public talk, 
and had been well known to every gentleman 1n that 
country, that a battalion of Sepoys, under the com- 
mand of Captain Naylor, was ſent to quell the fedi- 
tion 1n the country ; and with that ſmall force he did 
ſettle the country ; and with the officers of his de- 
rachment did report that the difaffe&tion and affembly 
of troops tor the purpoſe of driving Colonel Hannay 
out of the country, was owing, to unheard-of oppreſ- 
fions on his part. 

In what year did the rebellion happen ? 

They took the advantage of the troubles at Benares 
to ſhew their reſentment, in 1781. 

At what time was that infurrcction got under ? 


In a very ſhort time after—In the courſe of two or 


three months. 

Was there any reaſon to believe that the Beeums 
had formed a regular plan, in conjunction with other 
powers, for the extirpation of the Englith ? 

A plan of that nature was too abſurd to be believed 
by a gentleman who 'knows the poſition of affairs in 
that country at that time. 

What was the condition of the Zemindars in that 
country, when you knew it firſt, and when you laſt 
knew it—mcaning the old Efindos Landholders of all 
kinds ? 

— The old Rajahs of Zeminders of the country ha, 
Previous to the death of oe late V1zier SUJah Dow- 
lab, been in a very declining way. It was not an 


uncommo! practice of- his to appoint an Aumil over 
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a conſiderable diſtrict of thoſe ancient Rajahs and 
Zemindars, whom he always wiſhed to keep as de- 
pendant upon the Court as poſſible. The Hindoo 
cultivators of the lands are very much attached to 
their princes, theſe Rajahs, and frequently, at their 
inſtigation, took up arms to oppoſe the Aumuil 1n his 
colle&tions, which gave him an opportunity, upon 
getting the better, to plunder them ; and which the 
Vizier their Maſter encouraged, in order to become 
ſecond plunderer over the Aumil. 

Has that condition been mended in the preſent 
reign ? | 
It has not. —There 1s ſcarcely a Rajah or Zemin- 
dar of any conſequence now in the whole Subadarry. 
All contracts for the farming of the different diſtricts 
are made with the Miniſter, at Lucknow ; who, upon 
ſettling with the Aumil what he is to pay, takes him 
to the V1zicr his Maſter, where he receives an honor- 
ary dreſs, and 1s diſmiſſed to make the beſt of his go- 
vernment, which in general he holds only for one 
year. 
princes of the country, and makes his own terms and 
ſettlements with the tenants. | 

Whethcr moſt of theſe countries have not been 
given over 1in affignments to the Engliſh Reſident ? 

They have, for public ſervice and arrears of de- 
mand. > | 

Have you ever heard that the Engliſh Refident has 
interfered to protect the ancient Rajahs and Zemin- 
dars from the ill treatment of the farmers of the re- 
venue ? | | 


I do not doubt but they have, on many occa- 


ions. 
With what ſucceſs * 

* I cannot poſitively fay.—The ſyſtem of finance 
adopted by the Miniſter was probably of ſuch a na- 
ture as to put it, in a great meaſure, if not wholly, 
out of their power to rectify any abuſe committed 
by the Aumils. The different Reſidents at Lucknow, 
fince the acceſſion of the preſent Nabob, I believe to 
be men of the greateſt integrity and honour, and that 


- they 


He therefore goes, without conſulting the | 


il 


th 
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they would, had it. been in their power, have re- 
medied many of the evils committed there. 

Whether you know of any inſtances of their inter- 
ference for that purpoſe ? 

I cannot fay I do.—It would probably have been 
incompatible with their endeavours to realize their 
aſhgnments. os 

Was you at Lucknow when Sir Elijah Impey ar- 
rived there ? 

I was. 

What was the opinion of his errand thither ? 

I really cannot preſume to ſay. 

How long did Sir Elijah Impey ſtay there ? 


To the beſt of my memory, about a month ; but I 


do not at all recollect. 
In what manner was he employed while he was 


| there ? 


I am a ſtranger to it. 
Did you hear that he took any affidavits while 
there ? | 
| And the queſtion being objected to ; 
The witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in ; 
The queſtion was repeated. A 
] have heard ſo; but do not know what he did. 
Do you know the ſtate of the Duabe ? 
It is a very conſiderable tract of country. 
The queſtion means, that part that is under the 
Vizier's government, 
] do. | 
How long have you known it? and what is the 
comparative ſtate of it, between the time when you 
irſt knew it and the preſent time ? B_ 
I have known it ever fince the year 1776? and it 
is a country liable and open to the invaſions of the 
Mahrattas, from which it has ſuffered very confider- 


ably, previous to the Vizier's making an acquiſition 


of it, Since that period, the mode 'of finance adopted 


B22 How 


by Hyder Beg Cawn has doubtleſs been the means of 


reducing the country. 
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How long is it fince the laſt invaſion of the Mahra. 
tas * 

To the beſt. of my remembrance, between nine and 
ten years. 

, Might it have improved fince, under a good go- 
vernment ? | L | 

There is great room for improvement all over the 
poſſeſſions of the Vizier. 

Do you know the Zemindary of Benares ? 

I do—having ſurveyed all through it. 

What was the ſtate of it when you firſt knew it ? 

TI firſt Knew it in 1769, when it was an appendage 
to the Subadarry of Oude, and governed by Bulwant 
Sing, the father of the late Rajah Cheyrt Sing : It 
was at that period, and indeed until the expulſion of 
the late Rajah, in a very flouriſhing ſtate.—The 
Police of Benares and Jehanpoor was under the ma- 
nagement of a Cutwal or civil Magiſtrate, put in by 
the Subah of Oude, and was very defe&tive. Theſe 
two principal cities were much infeſted by gangs of 
banditti and robbers, and frequent murders were the 
con{cquence of theſe depredations ; and until the 
appointment of Mr. Thomas Graham, whoſe exer- 
tions to eſtabliſh a good police, and to put an end to 
theſe enormities. delerve the greateſt commendation ; 
for by his unremitting care and attention, he put al- 
moſt a total ſtop to 1t. 

What was the ſtate of the cultivation of the pro- 
vince of Benares in general? _ 

The province of Benares was exccedingly popu- 
lous and well cultivated, and the manufactures 
flouriſhed. | 

Did this continue until Cheyt Sing was depoſed ? 
Jr did—But he was not equal to his father in the 
government, of that country.—And here I think it but | 
Juſtice to Mr. Haſtings to obſerve, that the title we | 
derive, in conſequence of the transfer made to the | 
Engliſh by the Vizier of the Zemindary, and from | 
the nature of the Rajah's fituation and dependance on | 
his former and preſent Maſters, that Mr Haſtings was | 
juſtified in calling upon him to ſupply the ſum ot | 

IE 4+ $0,000 | 


= \ CT ft 73 vv "np 


gd. We. wo 


(3.3 
{. 50,000 annually, when the preſſing exigencies of 
the ruling ſtate demanded ſuch aid. 

Did you obſerve any thing, when you was in the 
country, of a defign in Cheyt Sing to ſhake off his de- 
pendance on the Engliſh government ? 

I did not. 

In what year was you laſt there ? 

In October 1782. | 

Did you obſerve any difference in the country, from 
the time that Cheyt Sing was depoſed to that period ? 

I did; I believed it to be declining very much. 

Were the people as well ſatisfied with the new go- 


 vernment as the old ? 


Doubtleſs they were not. 

To what do you attribute the difference ? 

To the uncertainty they at preſent labour under who 
are to be the Governors, as the preſent ſyſtem 1s liabic 
every day to change. 

Then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being called in again, he was aſked ; 

When was you laſt in the Boorapoor and the Ba- 
raich diſtricts ? 

In 1776. 


Do you know when Colonel Hannay was appointed 


_ to the command in the diſtricts ? 


I cannnot preciſely ſay, but it was in 1778 or 1779. 

Have you ever been in theſe diſtricts ſince 1776 ? 

I have never been in the dictricts lince, 'but I have 
been bordering on them. 

Can you ſtate to the Committee, what the annual 
amount of the revenues of thoſe diſtricts were, for any 
length of time, paid into the Nabob's Treaſury, pre- 
vious to Colonel Hannay's appointment ? 

I] cannot. 

Can you ſtate to the Committee, what the annual 
amount of the revenues was during the time Colonel 
Hannay had the command there ? 

I cannot tax my memory with it, NOT do I know 
what they were, 


Have 
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Have you ever heard or underſtood any thing of the 
amount of thoſe revenues, during the time before. 
mentioned ? 

I] do not remember I have. 

Can you ſtate to the Committee, what thoſe reve. 
nues have produced annually fince Colonel Hannay's 
laſt removal ? 

I cannot; for ſoon after he left the country, I left 
it myſelf. 

Was you perſonally acquainted with the late Colo- 
nel Hannay ? 

I was acquainted with him for many years. 

What was the late Colonel Hannay's general cha- 
Tacter 1n the ſervice ? 

I never heard any thing againſt his chara&ter. Pre- 
vious to his appointment to the command in that 
country, he bore the character of a pentietiany and a 


deſerving officer. 


Had the late Colonel Hannay the reputation of be- 


* Ing avaricious, cruel, or rapacious ? 


I never heard one diſſenting opinion of his being ſo, 
after his adminiſtration in that country. It was the 
public talk at Lucknow, on the ſpot, and in ſhort all 
over the province of Bengal. 

At what time did you return from India to this 
country ? 

About the middle of the year 1783. 

After your arrival in this eountry, was you called 
upon to give evidence before the Sele&t Committee of 
the Houte of Cominons, fitting at that time on India 
affairs ? 

I was not. 

Had you any communication, dire&ly or indire&ly . 
with any of the Members of that Committee, about 
that time ? _ 


I carinot ſay, for I do not knbw who the Members 
of the Committee were. 


Did you ever hear, or underſtand, that the late Co- 


lonel Hannay was at any time, and at what time in 


particular, acculed of the grofleſt peculation in In- 
dia ? 


] can- 
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I cannot exactly ſay. 

And the queſtion being repeated ; 
The witneſs {aid ; 

I have heard that he was: guilty of abuſes in the 
country; but I never heard of a formal accuſation 
againſt him. 

Do you mean then to ſay, that the late Colonel 
Hannay was never publickly accuſed ? 

I cannot mean to ſay any ſuch thing. 

By whom, and before whom was Colonel . Hannay 
ever accuſed ? 

I have before obſerved, that it has been the public 
topic of converſation on the {pot, and at other placesz 
but I never knew of any formal or official accuſation 
againſt him. 

Did you ever hear of any public accuſation againſt 
him, which warranted the charge of his being a groſs 
peculator ? 

I have heard many of the natives on the ſpot ſpeak 
of the oppreſſions thoſe diſtricts laboured under, and 
that the country was, from his 'miſcondu&, rendered 
quite a delert, 

Then the queſtion, firſt entered on theſe Minutes 


in this day's examination, was again put to the 
witneſs. 


'To which he faid, 


I muſt beg leave, if it is not improper, as to any 


thing regarding this private claim, not to anſwer any 


turther queſtions concerning it. 
Then the witneſs was direCted to withdraw. 
Motion made, and queſtion propoſed, That 
the witneſs be again called in; and that the 
Chairman do acquaint him that the commit- 
tee expect that he ſhould give an anfwer to 
that queſtion. 
And the queſtion being, with leave of the committee 
withdrawn ; 


T he witneſs was again called in, and was aſkd ; 


What officer commanded in Rohilcund when you | 


was there in 1780? 


Major Beltour. 
W.s 
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Was you in Rohilcund in any other year beſides the 
year 1780! _ ; 

I was not. | 
- What time was you there in 1780 ? 

Between two and three months. 

Did you ever ſee a Church in Rohilcund ? 

| Great numbers—places of worſhip, called Meſchids, 

Were the ruins you ſaw in Rohilcund to all appear. 
ance old ruins ? 

. They were not. . 

When you ſpeak of colleges, churches, baths, pa- 
laces, and other buildings, do you conceive they were 
deſtroyed between October 1774 and 1780, when-you 
was there ? 

The major part of them I believe to be gone to de- 
cay fince 1774. 

Had you the permiſſion of the Governor General 
and Council to go to Delhi in 1780 ? 

I had not. TI had reſigned the ſervice, and looked 


' on my ſelf to be my own maſter. 


When you reſigned the ſervice, in January 1779, 
had you permiſſion to remain in Oude for an inde- 
finite time, or to go to any part of the country you 
pleaſed? 

I reſigned the ſervice upon expreſs condition, that 
the Governor General and Council ſhould permit me 
to-remain at the Court of the Vizier, until the whole 
of my demand upon him ſhould be liquidated ; and, 
contrary to all former -peecedents, which compelled 
any officer who propoſed to refign the ſervice to go 
down to the prefidency for that purpoſe, I was ſuffer- 


_ ed to refign my commiſſen at the Court of the Vizier. 


The Permiſſion which you had being to continue at 
Oude, had you any Permifhon to go to the court of 
Delhi? 

1 did not apprehend I required any ; for when 
found that I was not likely to receive my Dues from 
the Vizier, I took the opportunity of viſiting a part 
of the country I was before unacquainted with. 

Do you know what number of elephants the Nabob 


Vizicr has, or whether he is not generally accompany- 
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ed in his hunting parties with a numerous and ſpleh- 
did court ? | 

I do not exactly know; but he has not of late years 
been accompanied with ſuch large retinues as former- 
ly attended him. | 

Is not the term, Burra Saheb, applied to the Refi- 
dent of Oude; and was it nqt applied to Sir Eyre. 
Coote when he was at Oude ? | 
_ It is uſually applied tq the chief or head of any 
particular department. | | 

Do you know whether the Bow Begum, in 1776, 
when, ſhe paid 3o lacks to the Nabob, did not diſpoſe 
of feyeral of her jewels and cloaths ? 

I do not. | | 

Was it not generally ſuppoſed, at the time, that ſhe 
had a large ſum of money in her poſleſſion ? 

I have heard ſhe had. 
| Have you ever heard it eſtimated, by Mr. Briftow, 

or any other perſon, who might be ſuppoſed to have 
formation on the ſubje&, at 170 lacks, or theres» 
abouts ? | 

I do not recollect that I have 

When you commanded the regiment in the Vizier's 
ſervice, have you never heard complaints of Jewar and 
behar Ali Cawn, the two eunuchs of the Begums, from 
Mr. Briſtow or others ? Rs | 

I do not remember that I ever did. - 

Is it not cuſtomary in Indoſtan for Eunuchs to hold 
my of importance ayd truſt in the ſtate ? 

t IS, 

Do you remember one of Sujah Dowlah's General 
» Wilicers, Cojah Buflan, a eunuch ? | 
"I I do. \ | | 
ft WW Did he not put to death the preſent Vizier's Miniſ- 
kr, Mirtooza Cawn ; and was he not afterwards kill- 
din attempting to aflafſinate the Vizier ? 

It happened at Etoiah, when I was there : he was 
uppoſed to have aflaſinated the Miniſter, but I do 
vt believe he had ever any iptention to aflaſſinate his 
alter the Vizier. a 
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Were not the'Cutwalls, or magiſtrates, of Jchay. 
pour and Benares, Mahomedans ? 

They were. 

In what years was you in Benares ? 

At different periods, from 1769 to the end of 1782, 

Have you never heard Mr. Graham or Mr. Fowlke 
mention the diſaflected condition of Cheyt Sing ? | 

1 have not. | 
- Were the Jaghires granted to the Bow Begums by 
Sujah Dowlah, ar the preſent Vizier ? 

The Bow Begums had an addition, and a confidera- 
ble one, by the preſent Vizier.---I beg to add my laſt 
anſwer but, if I remember right, I have heard 
Mr. Graham ſay, that he found dithculties thrown in 
his way by the Rajah in ſettling the police of Benares ; 
and I have underſtood he was refractory in regard to 
the demand that was made on him for the payment of 
the three battalions. | 

[s the preſent Vizier a man of abilities, and capable 
of managing well his country ? 

He by no means wants underſtanding ; but his abi- 
lities having never been put to the teſt, I cannot ſpeak 
to them. 

Was his preſent Miniſter, Hyder Beg Cawn, the 
Vizier's own choice, or was he forced on him by Mr. 
Haſtings ? 

I cannot ſay he was forced upon him by Mr. Hafi- 
ings, nor do [I believe he was ; but I believe the Vizier 
was frequently inclined to have taken his. head off, 
if it had been in his power, on account of his mil- 
conduct. JE 

You have ſpoken of the oppreſſion of the Aumils 
on the Zemindars—— do you mean to ſay, that thoſe | 
opproons have ever been countenanced by Mr, Hai-Y 
tings : | 

1 do not mean to fay any ſuch thing, for I do not) 
know that they have. | | 

Was the meaſure of appointing Engliſh officers t0} 
command the Vizier's troops carried into execution 
when Mr. Haſtings had a majority in the Supremg 
Council; or before the death of Colonel mr 
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when General Clayering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr, 
Francis had the majority ? 

I believe it to be in agitation previous to the death 
of the late V1zier; or rather, it had been in contempla- 
tion to have lent officers to the late V1zier before his 
death ; and ſome did arrive at the Court of Fyzabad 
with expectation of being engaged m his ſervice ; but 
no regular eſtabliſhment did take place till General 
Clavering had the majority. 

Were they not all ſuppoſed to have been at General 
Clavering's appointment ? 

I cannot ſay ; for my own part, I ſtand indebted to 
the General for that which I received. 

And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


To report a progreſs, &Cc. 
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Committee of the Houſe of Commons, 


BEING 
A COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE HOUSE, 


Appointed to confider of the ſeveral Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Miſdem-anors, pre- 
ſented to the Houſe againſt Warren Haſtings, 
Eſquire, late Governor General of Bengal. 
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COMMITTEE of the whole Houſe on Hl 
the Articles of : Charge of High Crimes i 
and Miſdemeanors, preſented to the Houſe 
againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, late Go- 
vernor General of Bengal. 


To authenticate certain Letters ſtated in the Charges, Yela- 
tive to the Princeſſes of Oude, their Miniſters, and 
Women. 


(IAN LEONARD JAQUES called in, and 
examined, Poed Ta HS; 

A Member preſent produced ſeveral papers, pur- 

* Porting to be copies of letters, or of extracts 
of letters, which he defired might be ſeverally 
ſhewn to the witneſs; and that the witneſs might 
be aſked, whether he wrote or received the 
letters, of which the papers now to be ſhewn 
to him purported to be copies, or from which 
ſuch extracts were made. 

Then the witneſs was dire&ed to withdraw. 
And being agained called in; 
A 2 One 
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One of the ſaid papers was ſhewn to him; and 
the witneſs defiring that it might be read to 
him ; 

- 'The ſame was read ; and is as follows ; Viz. 


* To Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, Refident at 
* the Vizier's Court, 


* a; 

* The two priſoners under my charge, Bar Ally 

* Cawn, and Jewer Ally Cawn, have repeatedly re. 
preſented to me the hardſhips they ſuffer by their 
long confinement. 
* They have this day infortnied me, of their being 
© adviſed, in your letter, of a deficiency in the fale 
© of the articles ſent to Lucknow, as part of the 
© ſtipulated ſum to be ſent by them. 

* As the ſum deficient has not been pointed gut 
© to them, they have requeſted I would write you, 
* for that purpoſe. _ 

* Anxious to obtain their enlargement, they have, 
* likewiſe defired me to inform you, they will im- 
mediately, with the affiſtance of their friends, 
make up any deficiency that may have ariſen, 

© I have the honour to be, 
© Dir, 
© Your moſt obed* humble Servant, 
gned) Lro* Jaques, Capt" 
, Pe” ; ==] 2"" Batt" 2oth Reg* of Sepoys.' 
*-Fed” 224 1792... | 


And then the witneſs was afked ; 
Did you write that letter ? 
To the beſt of my reecollteion, I wrote ſuch a let- 
ter.—It is at ſuch a diftance, I cannot recolle&t every 
word ; butT wrote a letter to that intent and meaning. 


[Then another of the ſaid papers was read to the 


witneſs, as follows ; viz. ] 


© Captain 


(Fat 
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Captain Jaques, commanding at Fyzabad, 
© Sir 
N have been honoured with your letter of the 
* 23d inſtant ; and encloſe an anſwer toa letter from 
your priſoners. 
* IT alſo ſend you an account of the money hitherto 


brought to their credit, which be ſo good as to ex-. 


plain to them : That by this ſtatement, 12 lacks are 
yet due upon the 55 ſtipulated, againſt which the 
jewels and remaining bullion are yet to be ſet off, 
only eſtimated by themſelves at 7 ; but as the ſale of 
theſe will in all appearance far exceed the term of 
their agreement, it would be better that they ſhould 
ſend money inſtead of them ; in the mean time, you 
may aflure them, that on the day their agreement 
expires, I ſhall be indiſpenſably obliged to recom- 
mence ſeverities upon them, until the laſt farthing 
is fully paid of the agreement they have entered in- 
to. You may alſo mention to them, that I have 
reaſon to ſuſpect that the commotions raiſed by Bul- 
budder has not been without their ſuggeſtions and 
abetment ; which 1f proved upon them, in addition 
to the probable breach of their agreement, will 
make their ſituation very deſperate. 

* This ignorance they have pleaded to you of the 


deficiencies in produce of the payments, is a vain 


pretext, as not one ficca weight has been diſburſed 
without the preivious knowledge of their agents 


here, Ex | 
(Signed) RICHARD JOHNSON.” 
* Lueknow, 


* 27th Feb! 1782, | 


[Then another of the ſaid papers was read to the | 


witneſs as follows, viz.] 
* Extract of a letter from Captain Jaques to Mr. 

* Johnſon, dated the 2d of March 1782. ; 
* Thave, agreeable to your defire, explained the 
contents of your letter to the priſoners Bar Ally 
Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn, as likewiſe the account ; 
In anſwer to which they have requeſted me to in- 
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form you, that it will be entirely out of their pow. 
er to tranſmit caſh in the room of the jewels al- 
ready ſent, but that, when the jewels may be fold, 
and a balance ſtruck of any deficiency ariſing 
from the ſale, they will, in the courſe of a few 
days, if permitted to go about among their friends, 
make up this deficiency. 

© 'They poſitively deny having any hand in the 
commotions raiſed by Bulbudder, or that they 
carry on any kind of correſpondence, or have any 
intercourſe with him or his adherents ; ſo far from 
it, they have defired me. to acquaint you, tt 1s 
their fincere wiſh he was either taken or de- 


ſtroyed.' 


Then: the witneſs was dire&ted to withdraw. 
And. being called in again 


He was aſked ; 
Did you write ThE letter of which that 1s an ex- 
tract ? (4 
_ 1 did. 


[Then another of the faid Papers was read to the 


witnels, as follows, viz. 


© Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, Refident at the Vizier's 
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* Court. 
0 Bir, 

* The women belonging to the Khourd Mhal, 
complain of their being in want of every neceſſary 
of life, and are at laſt drove to that deſperation, 
that they at night get on the top of the Zenanah, 
make a great diſturbance, and laſt night not only 
abuſed the centinels poſted in the gardens, but 
thew dirt at then; they threaten to throw them- 
ſelves from the wall of the Zenanah, and allo to 
break out of it. 

* Humanity obliges me to acquaint you of this 
matter, and to repueſt to know, if you have any 


direction to give me concerning it. 


* I alſo beg leave to acquaint you, I ſent for Le- 
taffit Ally Cawn, the Cojah, who has the charge 


:of them ; who informs me their complaint is well 


* ground- 
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grounded. That they have ſold every thing they 


had, even to the cloaths from their backs, and now 
have no means of exiſting. Went TAIT 3 
* Encloſed I tranſmit you a letter from Monatoll 


© on the ſubject. 


© I have the honour to be,. © 
ge | | 
© Your moſt obed. hble Serv*, 
© (Signed) - LEOD JAQUES, Capt. 


© Palace, Fyzabad, 2* Batt" 20 Reg* of Sepoys. 
* March 6th, 1782. wo ITS BH ITT Ted te 


Did you write that letter ? 
I did. 


[Then another of the ſaid papers -was read to the 


witneſs, as follows, viz. } 


* Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, Refident at the Vizicr's 
R c 
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| . Court. 

Me. :Y 
© I beg leave to addreſs you again, concerning: 
the women in the Khourd Mhal ; therr behaviour 
laſt night was ſo furious, that there ſeemed the 


greateſt probability of their proceeding to the ur- 


moſt extremities, and that they would either 
thrown themſelves from the walls or force the 
doors of the Zenanah.—I have made every enquiry 
concerning the cauſe of their complaints, and find 
from Letaffit Ally Cawn, that they are ina ftar- 
ving condition, having fold all their cloths and 
neceſlaries, and now have not wherewithal to ſup- 
port nature; and, -as my inſtructions are quite fi- 
lent on this head, ſhould be glad to know how to 
proceed in caſe they were to force the doors of the 
Zenanah, as I ſuſpect it will happen, ſhould no 


* ſubſiſtence be very quickly ſent to them. 


c 
£ 


* I have the honour to be 
Palace, Fyzabad, * Sir, 00 
March 7th, 1782. * Your moſt obed! 
ey ©. humble Servant, 
(Signed) © LEOP JAQUES, Captain. 
© 2* Batt" 20" Reg* of Sepoys.” 
| Did 


. \ #s 


Did you write that letter ? 
I did. 
[ Then another of the ſaid |» was read to the 


witneſs as follows; viz. 


* To on aa Leonard Jaques, commanding at Fyza- 
"+ 9 
x Sr, | 


© I have been honoured with your letters of the 
© 6th and 7th inſtant, and have written to Meer 
© Sacd ul Dien, to urge the payment of the Tun: 
© can of the Khoord Mehal; I have alſo requeſted 
© the Nabob to ſend orders to this: effe&t to that 
* Aumil, and, as they are to be accompanied by a 
: Sezawal, have no. doubt of their immediate ef- 
e 
* As to the women. of the Khoord Mehal Toin 
© out, it cannot be a matter in which the Engliſh 
© can interfere one way or the other. 
* You will in future be pleaſed to correſpond 
© with Mr. Middleton, who returned this day to 
© his ſtation. 


«.-Lacknow;:-;* (Signed) R. JOHNSON. 


* 9 March, 1782,” NO 
Did you receive that letter be 5; 
I did—but the names in this are differently ſpelt. 
| [ Then another of the ſaid papers was read to the p 
j witneſs, as follows; viz,] | Y 
by F Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, Refident at the Vi- [” 


; * Zier's Court. 
C- - * il 
j ©Ian defired by the two priſoners, Bar Ally - 
; * Cawn and Jewar Aliy Cawn, to inform you they 
- © have this day received a flatement of accounts 

* from Mr. Johnſon, in; which they fay, that, ex- 

cluſive of the jewels ſent as part of payment of the 
ſtipulated fum of fifty-five lacks of rupees, they 
are $i ob; for the fum of forty-fiveacks forty- 


: * five thouſand fix hundred and one rupees. | 
| 8 A 
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© They earneſtly requeſt that the jewels may be 
valued by four or five eminent merchants, Muſ- 
ſulmen and Hindoos upon oath ; and that after 
this may be done, whatever balance may appear 
againſt them, they will immediately get their 
friends to advance for them. Re 
* They have likewiſe requeſted me to repreſent 
to you their diſtreſſed fituation, in being ſo long 
and cloſe confined, with the hopes of your tak- 
ing their caſe into conſideration, expediting the 
matter as much as in your power. They allo re- 
queſt me to inform you, the ſuſpicions Mr. John- 
lon ſeems to entertain of them reſpe&ing Bul- 
budder, is without foundation ; that they have 
no kind of intercourſe, either directly or indirect- 
ly, with him ; and that they ſtake their lives up- 
on the moſt diſtant proof of it being brought ; 
alſo, that it would give them great ſatisfaction to 
* find he was either taken or deſtroyed. 
© I have the honour to be, 
* Palace, Fyzabad, Sir, 
* March 13, 1782. Your moſt obedient 
___© humble ſervant, 
(Signed) LEO? JAQUES, Captain 
24d Bat* 20 Reg'* of Sepoys. 
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Dig you write a letter to that purport ? 
ES, | 


[Then another of the ſaid papers was read to the 
witneſs, as follows ; vi1z.} 


* Captain Leonard, Jaques, commanding at Fyzabad, 
"ar; a 

* I have received your letter of the 13th inſtant. 

* The two priſoners, Behar and Jewar Ally Cawn, 
* having violated their written ſolemn engagement 
* With me, for the payment of the balance due to 
* the Honourable Company, on the Nabob's aſ- 
* fignments accepted by rhem ; and declining giv- 
* ing me any fatisfaftory aflurances on that head ; 
B * Iam 
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I am under the diſagreeable neceſfity of recurring 
to ſeverities to enforce the ſaid payment. This 
is therefore to defire, that you immediately cauſe 
them to be put in irons, and keep fo until I ſhall 
arrive at Fyzabad, to take further meaſures as 
may be neceflary. 
(Signed)  NATHE MIDDLETON? 
© Lucknow, 18th March 1782. 
Did you receive a letter to that purport ? 


Ov. OC 


TI did. 


[ Then another of the ſaid papers was read to the 
witneſs, as follows, viz.) 
* Nath' Middleton, Eſquire, Refident at 
* the Vizier's Court. 
C.-Vik, 
© I was laſt night honoured with your letter 
* of the 19th initant; and have, agreeable to 
your orders, put the priſoners Bahar Ally Cawn 
© and Jewar Ally Cawn in Irons. 
© T have the honour to be, 
c Or, 
: © Your moſt obed* humble ſerv', 
© Palace, © (Signed) LEOP JAQUES, Capt' 
_ © March21iſt 1982. * 2*Batt" 20Reg' of Sepoys. 
Did you write a letter to that Purport ? 
Yes. | 


{ Then another of the ſaid papers was read to th: 
witneſs, as follows; viz.] 
* Nath' Middleton, Eſquire, Refident at 
* the Vizier's Court. 

C DIE. | | | 
* I am favoured with your's of the 27th inſtant; 
and cannot help informing you, that I thing my- 
ſelf hardly uſed, in not being allowed fo trifling 
a contingence as my bill with you is for ; how- 
ever, I am nevertheleſs obliged to you for letting 
me know what I have to expect, as I ſhall of 
courſe now diſcharge all the extraordinary people, 


which my delicacy and zeal for doing the duty 
4 « am 
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am upon, to the ſatisfaction of them who ordered 
me upon it, induced me to enter into. . You will 
therefore conſider, Sir, that I cannot any longer 
pay women to examine the Doolies from the Rhaſs 
and Khourd Mhals; of courſe none will be al- 
lowed to go out till I have your further direc- 


tions how to proceed. Doolies unexamined will 


take out valuables, which my orders are poſitively 
againſt. Intelligence I can have none, as no al- 
lowance will be made me for it; and, ſhould any 
accident happen, the blame will not be mine, but 
thoſe who are ſo ſparing of a trifle. 

* I have been at ſome other trifling expences, 
ſuch as a Moonſey to read, write, and explain any 
letter to and from the pritoners to and from Jer- 
rour Sing, the Aumil oft Nabob Gunge, and the 
Aumil of Oude, &c.; extra ſtationary, and not 
neceflary, were I not on a {eparate command ; can- 
dles, ol, &c. for guards, which ſhould have no oc- 
cafion to ſupply, were 1t not for my command. 

* The practifing my people with ball cartridges, 
I am ſure, was abſolutely neceſlary, as fifty of 
my men were the utmoſt in number who had 


ever fired one until I came here: and I had 


every reaſon to belicve, from the caution uſed by 
Major Naylor, when I relieved him, that I ſhould 
meet with trouble ; and, being only half his num- 
ber, and no guns, it was ſurely my duty to have 
my people in the beſt condition to detend them- 
ſelves if occafion required; and I am ſure the 
ſum charged by me for this 1s not halt what it 
would have coſt the company to have ſupplied 
my battalion from any of the magazines. 

© You have alſo ordered me to put the priſoners 
in irons—that I have done; yet, as I have no 
buſineſs to purchaſe fetters, or fupply them any 


other way, it is but reaſonable that you ſhould. 


order me to be reimburſed. But why ſhould I 
add any thing more? A late commander at this 
place, I am told, draws near as many thoutands, 
monthly contingencies, as my trifling bill 1s tor 
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© hundreds. However, if you cafinot get- thy bill 
© paid, be ſo obliging as return it, and give me 
© an opportunity of declaring to the world, that [ 
© believe I am the firſt officer in the Honourable 
* Company's ſervice who has ſuffered ir. his pro- 
5 perty by an independant command. 
_ © 1 have the honour to be, 
* Sir, 
* Your moſt obedient 

* Palace, Fyzabad, © humble ſervant, 
* March 30, 1782, (Signed) © LEOP JAQUES, Capt! 

| __ © Conimanding at Fyzabad, 


Did you write a letter to that purport ? 

I did. 

Did you tranſmit any letter to Mr. Haſtings, or the 
Governor General and Council, from Jewar and Behar 
Ally Cawn, or from yourſelf? 

© I do not recollect that I ever did, during my com- 
mand, or on that buſineſs. 

Under whoſe direEtion was you, while you had that 
command ? 2» 

1] was to receive my ofders from the refident at the 
Vizier's court, Mr, Middleton had occaſion to go a- 
way, and Mr. Johnſon acted for him. 

By what authority did you underſtand Mr. Middle- 


| ton/and Mc. Johnſon to act, in giving you any direc- 


tions in the courle of that command ? 
And the queſtion being objected to; 
_ 'The witnels was directed to withdraw. 
And being again callcd in; 
_ He was aſked, 
Why did you obey the orders of Mr, Middleton ? 
My immediate commanding, officer in the regiment 
ordered me to march with my battalion, which was 
then lying at Lucknow, and put myſelf under the 


command of Major Naylor, who then commanded at | 


F yz2i:ad—or to relieve hin—l forget which ; but [ 
did relieve him. On my arrival at Fyzabad, the 8th 


of February 17582, Major Naylor gave me inſtruct! 


00 


08-4 
ons regarding the charge of the palace at Fyzabad, and 
the charge of the two eunuchs who were priſoners. 

Did you receive particular directions to obey the 
orders of Mr. Middleton, and from whom ? 

I did. ——T cannot be poſitive, but I believe I had 
orders from my immediate commanding officer at 
Lucknow to receive orders from Mr. Middleton ; but 
I am ſure, on my arrival at Fyzabad, I had direCtions 
from Major Naylor to receive my orders from Mr. 
Middleton. 

Did you concerve Mr. Middleton to be the repre- 


| ſentative of the Governor General and Council ? 


I always underſtood that Mr. Middleton was the 
Engliſh reſident at the V1zier's court at Lucknow. 

What ſituation did you hold in the{Company's ſervice ? 

I was a Captain. 

When did you ceaſe to hold that rank ? 

In 1784. 

On what occafion did you ceaſe to hold that rank ? 

I do not ſce that there 1s any occaſion for me to an- 
ſwer that queſtion. 

And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 

The Committee was moved that ſeveral papers 
might be read ; 

And the ſame were read accordingly. The firit as 
follows ; VIZ. 


(+) © COPY Tranſlation of a Letter from his High- 
neſs the Nabob Aſuf ul Dowlah, Subadar of Ode, 
© and Vizier of the Empire, to Charles Purling 


a) 


Q.- 0 


Eaſt India Company—an Encloſure in Mr. Pur- 
* ling's Letter to the Council Genera}, dated Luck- 
* now, Iigth of November 1779. 

< The friendſhip between the Honourable Com- 


(+) Read from No. 7, of the Appendix to the Tenth Report of 
the Sele& Committee appointed to take into conhideration tne Rate 
of the adminiitration of juſtice in tae provinces of Ber gal, Bahar, 
and Oriſſa, &c. which number 1s intituied, «« Proccedings of the 


& Governor General and Council, of the 13th and 15th of De- 


* cember 1779, relative to the Vizier,” 


* pany, 


Eſquire, Reſident at his Court, on the parti of the 
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© pany, Mr. Haſtings, Governor General, Supreme 
Council, and mylelf, has not the leaſt ſhadow 
of diſunion; dominion, property, and honour, 
are bur one and the ſame to us. 

The ſituation of my affairs, reſpeCting the pre- 
ſent time, I informed Mr. Middleton of, both by 
writing and converſation, and I now proceed to 
lay the whole before you. 

* During theſe three years paſt, the expence oc- 
calioned by the troops in brigade, and others, 
commanded by European officers, has much dil- 
creſſed the ſupport of my houſehold, inaſmuch 
that the allowance made to the Seraglio and 
children of the deceaſed Nabob has been reduc- 
ed to one fourth part of what it was, upon which 
they have ſubfilted in a very diſtreſſed manner 
for theſe two years paſt. The attendants, wri- 
ters, ſervants, &c. of my Court, have received 
no pay for theſe two years; and there 1s at pre- 
ſent no part of the country that can be allotted 
to the payment of my father's private creditors, 
whoſe applications are daily prefling upon me. 
All thefe difficulties I have for theſe three years 
palt ſtruggled through, and found this conſola- 
tion therein, that it was complying with the 
pleſure of the Honourable Company, and in the 
hope that the Supreme Council would make en- 
quiry from impartial perſons into my diſtreſſed 
ſituation. But I am now forced to a repreſen- 
tation. From the great increaſe of expence, the 
revenues were neceſſarily farmed out at a high 
rate, and deficiencies followed yearly ; the coun- 
try and cultivation is abandoned; and, this year 
in particular, from the exceſſive drought of the 
the ſeaſon, deductions of many lacks have been 
allowed the farmers, who were ſtill left unſatis- 


fied, and I have received but juſt ſufficient ro 
ſupport my abſolute neceſſities; and for this 


reaſon, many of the old chieftains with troops, 
and uſeful attendants of the Court, were forced 


to leave 1t; and now there 1s leſt only a few foot 
"9 "ang 
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and horſe, for the colle&ion of the revenues, 
and, ſhould the Zemindars be refractory, there 
is not left a ſufficient number to reduce them to 
obedience of my colle&ors. The late raiſed bri- 
gade at Futta Ghur, is not only quite uſeleſs to 
my government, but is moreover the cauſe of 
much loſs, both in the revenues and cuſtoms ; 
the detached bodies of troops under other Euro- 
pean officers bring nothing but confuſion to the 
affairs of government, and are entirely their own 
maſters. 

© In this diſtreſſed ſtate of my affairs, it is juſt 
and requiſite that Mr. Haſtings, General Sir 
Eyre. Coote, and the Supreme Council, ſhould 
give me relief. "This year I cannot poſſibly provide 
* for the new brigade at Futta Ghur, the corps of 
© horſe, and other detached bodies of troops in 
© my country. I hope you will conſider well theſe 
< repreſentations, and explain them in a manner 
© you may judge proper to the Governor General 
© and Supreme Council,—-On my part, country, 
< property, and life, are devoted to the will of the 
© Honourable Company. I hope you will there- 
* fore do juſtice to theſe my complaints, and pre- 
« vent my falling into diitreſs by not having where- 
* with to ſupport the neceſſary expences of my ho- 
* uſchold. For the expence of the brigade at Caun- 
© poor, and other diſburſements, I have given Tun- 
© caws and orders upon my country ; the remain- 
© der of mv revenue, on account of the drought, 
© has fallen ſo ſhort, as not to be ſufficient for my 
* neceſſary expences, being deficient to the amount 


C 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 


1. ED. 


© of fifteen lacks, and the above proviſion will bring 
© upon me this year very great diftreſs,— What can 


© I ſay more ?? 


[ Then 
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[Then an Extra from a Minute of the Governor Ge- 


neral, entered in Conſultations of 29th September 
1783, was read (*); and 1s as follows, viz.] 


© It may afford a triumph to Mr. Briſtow, to have 
* ſuch a proof of © the unprincely ſtyle of the un- 
*« happy Aſof ul Dowlah, oppoſed to the dignified 
'” But if there is a 
* ſpark of generous virtue in the breaſts of any of 
* my countrymen, who ſhall be the readers of this 
< compilation, this letter ſhall ſtand for an inſtru- 
ment to awaken it to the call of vengeance againſt 
ſo flagitious an abuſe of authority, and reproach 


of the Engliſh name.” 


[Then a Minute of the Governor General, and alſo 


- 
a+ 


Draft of a Letter therein mentioned, was read (F); 


and is as follows, viz.] 


© Governor General.—T underſtand the ſubſtance 
of the Vizier's letter to be a peremptory refuſal to 


lar brigade ſtationed at Cawnpore; a demand for 
the recall or reduction of the troops ftationed at 
Rohilcund for his ſervice 1n that diftrict, and his 
new-acquired dominions in the Douab, and for the 
diſmiſon of the corps. eſtabliſhed in his own 1m- 
mediate ſervice, under the command of Britiſh of- 
ficers (viz. thoſe ſeverally commanded by Mayor 
Hannay, Captain Ofborne, and the body guard 
under Captain Mordauat) for the pyprpaſe of ſub- 
ſtituting additional eſtabliſhments of horſe and 
foot, under his immediate command, for the ſer- 
© vice of the revenues. Theſe demands, the tone 1n 


A 


A 


© which they are aſſerted, and the ſeaſon in which 


(*) Read from a paper, intituled, ** Extra&t from Papers (in 


«« No. 2. Vol III.) preſented to the Houſe of Commons, on the 
*« 13th day of March, from the Eaſt India Company, and ordered 
*© to be printed on the 16th of March 1786.” | 


(+) Read from the ſame Anpendix (No. 7.) to the Tenth Re- 


port of the Sele&t Committee, which is intituled, ©* Proceedings of 
*« the Governor General and Council, of the 13th and 15th De- 
cember 1779, relative to the Vizier,”? 


| they 


grant aſſignments but for the expence of the regu- 
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they are made, are all equally alarming, and ap- 
pear to me to require an adequate degree of firm- 
neſs in this Board in oppoſition to them. Without 
further comment, I ſhall proceed to recommend 
the following draft of a letrer to be written to Mr. 
Purling ; which, if agreed to, may ſerve as the 


ſubſtance of one to be written on the ſame ſubject 
to the Nabob. 


« Sir, 


© We have received your letter of the 19th of No- 
vember, ſtating the objections of the Nabob to the 


immediate diſcharge of the ſums due from his go- 


vernment for the expences of the current year. The 
principle on which theſe objeCtions are made, ap- 
pears to us ſo repugnant to the Nabob's engage- 
ments with the Company, and with the inti« 
mate connections of his intereſts and theirs, that 
we cannot heſitate a moment to declare them to- 
tally inadmiſſible; and asgve have no doubt of the 
Nabob's ability to furniſh the ſums abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the ſervice of the year, we require you 
to repeat the demand in writing. To give weight 


and efficacy to your requiſition, we have judged i It 


expedient to adviſe him, formally by letter, of your 
being authorized to make'it; and that we expect 
his ready and chearful acquieſcence i in it. In the 
preſent circumſtances of his government and of 
ours, to diſband any part of the troops that we 
maintain for his ſervice, is a meaſure no lefs 1m- 
proper for him to ſuggeſt, than it would be for us 


* ty adopt. He ſtands engaged to our government 


to maintain the Engliſh armies, which, at his own 
requeſt, have been formed for thes protetion of 
his dominions; and it is our part, not his, to judge 
and to determine 1n what manner, and at what tiine, 
theſe ſhall be reduced or withdrawn. But were it 
otherwiſe, this is not the time to propoſe it, when 
we are threatened with external dangers common 
to both, which require rather an augmentation than 
a diminution of the means. which we poſſeſs for 
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repelling them. That this gives us cauſe for the 


moſt alarming ſuſpicions, ſince he cannot be igno- 
rant that the Mahrattas, our enemies, and the an- 


'tient enemies of his government and family, are 


in arms, and a war unavoidable. Thar at ſuch 
a juncture, a propoſal for diſbanding any part of 
his forces, cannot fail to encourage them to attack 
his dominions. That the advice of his miniſters, 
who have inſtigated him to make it, will, we per- 
ſuade ourſclves, appear to him as inſidious as 1t 13 
dangerous: and that we hope he will diſmiſs them 
from his ſervice and confidence, as unworthy 6 
both. 


© We are, '&c. 


© Fort William, 


Cc 


1 3th Dec' 1779. 


[Then an extra&t from the 11th report of the ſaid Se- 


lect Committee, pages 10 and 11, was read; and 1s 
as follows; v1z.] 


cc 
cc 


cc 
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«© When the knife,” ſays he, © had penetrated to 
the bone, and I was furrounded with ſuch heavy 
diſtreſſes, that I could no longer live in expeCta- 
tions, I wrote you an account of my difficulties. 
« 'The anſwer which I have received to it is ſuch, | 
that 1t has given me inexpreſfſible grief and afflic- 
tion. TI never had the leaſt idea or expectation, 
from you and the Council, that you would ever 
have given your orders in ſo afflicting a manner, 
in which you never before wrote, and which | 
could not have imagined. As I am reſolved to 
obey your orders, and Directions of the Council, 
without any delay, as long as I live, I have, 
agreeably to thoſe orders, delivered up all my 
private papers to, him (the Reſident) that when he 
ſhall have examined my receipts and expences, he 
may take whatever remains. As I know it to be 
my duty to ſatisfy you, the Company and Coun- 
ci], 1 have not failed to obey in any inſtance; but 
requeſted of him, thatit might be done, fo as not to 
« difirels 
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diſtreſs me in my neceſſary expences, there being 
no other funds but thoſe for the expences of my 
mutſeddies, houſehold expences, and ſervants, &c. 


| he demanded theſe in ſuch a manner, "that, being 


remedileſs, I was obliged to comply with whar 
he required, He has accordingly ſtopped the 
penſions of my old ſervants for thirty years, whe- 
ther Sepoys, Mutſeddies, or houſehold ſervants, 
and the expences of my family and kitchen ; to- 
gether with the jaghires of my grandmother, mo- 
cher, and aunts, and of my brothers and depen- 
pants, which were for their ſupport. I had raiſed 
1200 horſe, and three battalions of Sepoys to at- 
tend upon me; | but, as I have no reſources to ſup- 
port them, I have been obliged to remove the 
people ſtationed in the Mahils [diſtrifts] and to 
ſend his people [the Reſident's people] into the 
Mahils, fo that I have not now one ſingle ſervant 
about me. Should I mention to what further dif- 
ficulties I have been reduced, it would lay me 
open to contempt.” 

© In other parts of this long remonſtrance, as well 


© as 1n other remonſtrances no leſs ſerious, he ſays, 


cc 
cc 
cc 
c 
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cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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cc 


c 


ov 


cc 


That it is difficult for him to ſave himſelf alive : 
That 1n all his affairs, Mr. Haſtings had given 
full powers to the gentlemen here | meaning the 
Engliſh Reſident and afliſtants] who have done 
whatever they choſe, and {till continue to do it. 
I never expected that you would have brought 
me into ſuch apprehenſion, and into fo weak a 
ſtate, without writing to me on any one of thoſe 
ſubjects, ſince 1 have not the {malleſt connection 
with any body except yourſelf, I am in ſuch dif- 
treſs both day and night, that I ſee nor the fmall- 
eſt proſpe& of deliverance from it, ſince you are 


ſo diſpleaſed with me as not to honour me witha 


ſingle letter,” 


© In another remonſtrance he thus expreſſes him- 


© ſelf? 


ode 


oh The affairs of this R's are unſtable, and ſoon 


paſs away---1t would therefore be incumbent on 
C 2 « rhe 


( 20. ) 
* the Engliſh gentlemen to ſhew ſome friendſhip fo 


* mein my neceſſities. I, who have always exerted 
* my life in the ſervice of the Engliſh, aſſigned over 
to them all the reſources left in my country, ſtop- 
* ped my very houſehold expences, together with 
* the jaghires of my ſervants and dependants, to the 
amount of 98,98,375 rupees. Beſides this, as to 
the jaghires of my grandmother, mother, and un- 
cle, which were granted to them for their ſupport, 
agreeable to engagements, you are the maſters; 
if the Council have ſent orders for the ſtopping 
« their jaghires alſo, ſtop them. I have no re- 
ſources left in my country, and have no friends 
« by me, being even diſtreſſed in my daily ſubſiſt- 
« ence. I have ſome elephants, horſes, and the 
houſes which I .inhabit ; if they can be any ſervice 
* to my friends, they are ready. Whenever you 
can diſcover any reſources, ſeize upon them, I 
& ſhall not interfere to prevent you. In my preſent 
diſtreſs for my daily expences, I was in hopes that 
they would have excuſed ſome part of my debt, 
Of what uſe 1s it for me to relate my ſituation, 


which is known to the whole world ? this much 
« 1s ſufficient.” 


[Then the following extras from the Governor Ge- 
neral's ſaid minute, entered in conſultations of 
29th September 1783, was read (*); and 1s as 
follows, viz. | | 


© It made a part of a general injunction, to treat 
the Nabob with every poſfile delicacy, concilia- 
tion, and attention ; and was written purely from 
* the apprehenſion in the deficiency of the public 

tunds not admitting the full payment of the Com- 
© pany's juſt claim, and the calls of his perſonal and. 
* neceſfary wants : and, may I add, without the ha- 

© zard of drawing an myſelf a ſevere cenſure from 


oh. 


NA 


(*) Read from the Papers before mentioned (in No. 2. Vol. 
111.) preſented to the Houſe on the 13th of March 1786, and 
v;dered to be printed on the 16th of March 1786, 
| St E ſuch 
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ſuch of my conſtituents as ſhall think, that, in the 
time of their diſtreſſes, my firſt and excluſive care 
ſhould be given to their relief, than that of having 
authorized the deprivation of an unhappy prince, 
whoſe alliance has ſubjected him to a ſervile depen- 
dance on the power of this government, that it was 
my intention to preclude the operation of ſuch a 
plea, by directing that the Nabob's perſonal ſhare 
of his own finances ſhould be fully allotted to him, 
although the Company's debt remained wholly in 
balance. Let me be judged with candour. Our 
alliance has proved the extinCtion of his ſovereign- 
ty, and the 1impoveriſhment of his country and re- 
venue ; and it was but juſt to allow him the means 
of ſubſiſtence, if no more remained of-the reſources 
of his inheritance. 

* Such is the ſtate to which the Company's influ- 
ence has reduced one, and the firit of its allies ; and 
ſuch the example held out to other princes of In- 
dia, who may be tempted to enſnare themſelves in 
the ſame conneCtion.” 


[Then another extra&t from the ſame minute was 
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read (F) ; and is as follows ; viz.] 
© This 1s not a phace, nor have I room. 1n it, to 
prove, what I ſhall here content mylelt with affirm- 
ing, that by a ſacred and undeviating obſervance 
of every principle of public faith, the Britiſh do- 
minion might have by this time acquired the means 
of its extention, through a virtual ſubmiſſion to 1ts 
authority, to every region of Indoſtan and Decan. 
I am not ſure that I ſhould adviſe ſuch a deſign, 


.were it practicable, which at this time 1t certainly 


1s not; and I very much fear that the limited for- 
mation of ſuch equal alliances as might be uſeful 
to"our preſent condition, and conduce to its 1m- 
provement, is become liable to almoſt unſurmount- 
able difficulties. Every. power in India muſt wiſh 
for the ſupport of ours, but they all dread the 
connion. 


'(+) Read from the Paper lait mentioned. 
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( 22 )J 
© 'The ſubjetion of Bengal, and the deprivation 
of the family of Jaffier Ally Cawn, though an ef- 
fe of inevitable neceſſity, the preſent uſurpations 
of the rights of the Nabob Waller Jau in the Car- 
natic, and the licentious violations of the treaty 
exiſting between the Company and the Nabob ul 
Dowla, though checked by the remedial interpo- 
ſition of this government, itand as terrible prece- 
dents againſt us. The effects of our connections 
with the Naþob Aſoph ul Dowlah-had a rapid ten- 
dency to the ſame conſequences; and it has been 
my invariable ſtudy to prevent it, by the removal 
or reſtriction of every authority or influence, de- 
rived from our government, which interfered with 
his, and by the promiſe of whatever means I might 
poſſeſs for withdrawing that interpoſition of it, in 
the internal management of his affairs, which we 
exerciſed in the aſſignments made of portions 
of his revenue for the payment of the Com- 
pany's debts, whenever he ſhould either have 
diſcharged them, or could afford a ſecurity for 
their payment. It 1s not unknown to the Mem- 
bers of the Board, who compoſed it in the begin- 
ning of the year 1781, how much it was my wiſh, 
even then, to return on a new commiſſion to the re- 
{ſidence of the Nabob of Oude, provided I could be 
entruſted with power to make ſuch an accommoda- 
tion, for his finances were daily diminiſhing. The 
preſence of the repreſentative of our government 
enfcebled that of the Nabob in its executive acts, 
and all the provinces of his dominions were gradu- 
ally ſinking into decline, the reproach of which, 
even from our own countrymen, was caſt upon our 
government as the cauſe of it” 


( 23.) 
[Then the following extra&t from Major Scott's 
evidence, taken betord the ſaid Select Committee, 
reſpecting the Vizier's conduct to the Begums, 
and the contederacy of the Indian States, was 
read (+/; and is as follows ; viz.] 
* Being aſked whether it was not generally un- 
derſtooC, that the officers in the Vizier's ſervice, 
and particularly the commanding officer in Oude, 
and other dependant provinces, enjoyed advan- 
tages beſides thoſe which aroſe from their military 
command ? he ſaid, yes; and great intereſt was 
made by all ofhicers to get upon the Vizier's eſta- 
bliſhment, as 1t was called. Being aſked, In 
what thoſe advantages conſiſted ? he ſaid, In extra 
allowances from the V1zier ; and, as it has been 
generally ſaid and believed, but that he could not 
ſpeak it of his own knowledge, in having a con- 
cern in the collection of the revenues; and he 
thinks the Vizier himſelf has ſtated it to be a great” 
grievance, and a reaſon why he wiſhed to have 
thoſe officers recalled.” 
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[Then the following extract from the Governor 
General's narrattive of the tranſactions at Benares, 
was read ({); and 1s as follows; v1z.] 

© It, The introduction of the agreement contains 
reaſons in ſupport of this article which are incon- 
trovertible. The V1zicr declares, that he 1s ab- 
ſolutely unable to defray the expence of theſe 
troops. This plca alone, if the fact be admitted, 
will be allowed to be conclufive. But the Vizier 
urges our additional claun to this indulgence, and 
to every other in the power of our Government 
to ſhew him, from the fidelity and attachment 
which he has unvariably manifeſted to the Com- 
pany, and which was remarkably exemplificd in 
the late alarming conjuncture, when every art 


a aa Aa 9 aaa 


(+) Read from No. 10. of the Appendix to the tenth Report of 
the ſaid Sele& Committee. 

(t) Read from No. 1. of the Appendix to the Supplement to the 
ſecond Report of the ſaid Sele& Committee. 
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was employed to ſhake his conſtancy, and td en- 


&agc him in meaſures which would have been 
productive of the moſt fatal conſequences. 

© 'Theſe arguments, though confined to the rights 
and interett of the Nabob, will be allowed a com- 
plete juſtification of this engagement ; but I have 
others to offer in ſupport of- it, affecting with 
equal force the intereſts and ſecurity of the Com- 
pany. 'To whatever cauſes i- may be attributed, 
it is certain, that we do not reap thoſe advantages 
which we promiſed ourſelves, and which we at 
firſt derived from the inſtitution of the temporary 
brigade. The actual diſburſements of it have 
fallen upon our own funds; and we ſupport a body 
of troops, cftabliſhed for the defence of the Na- 
bob's poſſeſhons, at our own expence. It 1s true, 
that we charge the Nabob with this expence; 
but the large balance already due from him, ſhews 
too juſtly the little proſpect there was of diſen- 
gaging ourſelves from a burthen which was daily 
adding to our diſtrefles, and muſt foon become 
inſupportable, although it were granted that the 
Nabob's debt, thus ſuffered to accumulate, might, 
at ſome future period, be liquidated. Our im- 
mediate wants are too prefling, and our means of 
ſupplying them roo limited, to admit of ſuch a 
drain from our funds as 1s cauſed by the current 
diſburſements of the temporary brigade, and 
their recall, on that ground alone, would be in- 


_ diſpenfible. In ſhort, the exiſtence of this corps 


added conſiderably to a debt which might never 


be reallized, and intollerably to our current ex- 


pences. The diſlolution of it, in an ceconomical 
light, will advance one great object of my jour- 
ney, which was to obtain inſtant relief to our pe- 
cuniary diſtreſſes; which this meaſure will ſub- 
ſtantially effect, as ſoon as the reduction of the 
corps withdrawn from the ſtations of Futty Gur 
and Daranaghur takes place. 
* Should the Nabob find his own ſtrength unequal 
to the defence of his remote dominions, and again 
| © require 


@ | 
: @ 
( 25 ) 
require our aid for that purpoſe, we ſhall have a 
right to preſcribe our own terms, and may ſecure 
the certain and regular payment of the troops, in- 
ſtead of receiving a fallacious credit, and making 
the actual expenditure our own. 
* Notwithſtanding the great benefit which the 
Company would have derived from ſuch an aug- 
mentation to their military force as theſe troops 
conſtituted, ready to act on any emergency, pre- 
pared and diſciplined without any charge on the 
Company, as the inſtitution profeſſed, until their 
actual ſervices ſhould be required, I have ob- 
ſerved ſome evils growing out of this ſyſtem, 
which, in my opinion, more than counterbalanced 
thoſe advantages, had theſe been realized in their 
fulleſt effe&t. The remote ſtations of thoſe troops 
placing the commanding officers beyond the no- 
_ tice and controul of the Board, afforded too much 
opportunity and temptation for unwarrantable 
emoluments, and excited the contagion of pecu- 
lation and rapacity througaout the whole army. 
A moſt remarkable and incontrovertible proof of 
© the prevalence of this ſpirit, has been ſeen in 
* the court martial upon Captain Erſkine ; where the 
© Court, compoſed of officers of rank and reſpeta- 
* blecharacters, unanimouſly and honourably ©* moſt 
*© honourably,” acquitted him, upon an acknow- 
* ledged fact, which in times of ftrifter diſcipline, 
* would have been deemed a crime deſerving the ſe- 
© vereſt puniſhment. 

* In a political view, the removal of theſe ſtations 


* will be of important advantage, by contracting 
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and defence. - 

© 1 requeſt that the Board will take theſe argu- 

© ments into their ſerious conſideration ; and, if 

© they are Jon to. allow them that' weight. which 

_ © they ha 

© will conſult the commander in chief upon the 

© reduction and diſtribution to be made of the 

* Eorps in queſtion, that they may not remain an un» 
* necellary 


# 


our frontier, and adding to our interior ſecurity 


in actuating my conduct, that they 


( 26 ) : 
ncceflary burthen upon our funds; and upon 
ſuch, a diſpoſition of the army in general, as may 
be ſuitable to our preſent and future fituation, 
in. every probable variation of it, both foreign 
and domeſtic. 

-© With reſpect to the removal of the Company's 
ſervant's, civil and military, from the Court and 
ſervice of the  Vizier, LI was actuated ſolely by 
motives of juſtice to him, and a regard to the 
honour of our national character. In removing 
tnote gentlemen, I diminiſh my own influence, as 
well as that of my colleagues, by narrowing the 
lice of patronage; and I expoſe myſelf to oblo- 
- guy and reſentment from thoſe who are immedi- 
ately affected. by. the arrangement, and the long 
train of their friends and; powerful patrons. Burt 
their numbers, their influence, and the enormous 
amount of. their ſalaries, penſions, and. emolu- 
ments, were an intolerable burthen. on: the re- 
venues and autbority of the Vizier, and expoſcd 
us to, the envy and. reſentment of the whole coun- 
try,, by excluding the native ſervants and: adhe- 


renis of the Vizier from the rewards of their - ſer- | 
. Vices and attachment,” | 
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[Then the following exeratds: from the Governor 
___ General's, minnte, entered: in Bengal Public Con- 
tultations of 22d May 1780, were, read (*); and 
are as follows; viz.} 

© The Nabob Miezufta Jung, of Furruckabad, 
having preferred frequent complaints to this go- 
vernment of the, hardſhips and: indignities to 
WRICh he 18 ſubject, by the condud- of the Siza- 
waul fationed in his country for the purpoſe of _ 
receiving the annual tribute, which he is bound 
by treaty, to, pay to the Soubah of Oude; I am 
- extremely defirous, as well from motives of com- 


h_— 


(®) Read from the, paper, intitaled,- © Extrafts from Papers 
«© (in No 5) preſented tg the Houſe of 'Commans upon the. 2d-of 
*© March, from the Eaſt India Company, and. ordered to be prigt- 
©. ed on the gth of March 1786,”* 
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6-29): 
mon juſtice, .as due regard to the rank ard ſitua- 
tion hich that Chiet holds among the Princes of 


Hindoſtan, that ſome means may be devifed of 
affording him relief, but without withdrawin 


that local iterfercties | in his affairs which 1 under- 


ſtand to be indiſpenſably neceffary for the realiz- 
ing the Vizier's juſt claims upon him. 

© That the country of Furruckabad is become al- 
moſt an intire waſte, without cultivation or inhabi- 
rants; that the capital, which but a very ſhort 
time ago was diſtinguithed as one of-the moſt po- 
pulous and opulent commercial citics in Hindoſtan 
at preſent exhibits nothing but ſcenes of the moſt 
wretched poverty, deſolation, and miſery ; and 
that the Nabob himſelf, though in the poſſeſſion 


of a tract of country which, with only common 


care, is notoriouſly capable of yielding an annual 


revenue of between thirty and forty lacks, with 
no military eſtabliſhment to maintain, ſcarcely 
commands the means of a bare ſubſiſtence. 
Should my ſentiments and wiſhes on this ſubject 
accord with thoſe of the other members of the 
Board, I move that one of our civil fervants be 
forthwith appointed Collector of the Vizier's 
aſſignment to the company on the Nabob of Fur- 


ruckabad, with the ſame allowances and the fame 


powers as, may have been given to the native Siza- 
wauld ; and that he be ordered to proceed with 
all poſfible expedition to Lucknow, where he will 


be inveſted by the Refident with the charge of 


that office, and receive from him the neceffary 


inſtructions for his conduct 1in the diſcharge of 
it.” 


[Then the following extra&s of a letter from Mr. 


Willis to the Honourable John Macpherſon, 
Governor General, entered in Bengal Secret Con- 
ſultations of 28th June 1785, was read (*); and 
is as follows ; viz.] 

© I will now, Honourable Sir, acquaint you with 


* the ſtate of the diſtricts ſtil] WE Pr ponne on the 


D 2. CNN © Nabob 
OG) Read from the paper laſt eudoned, 
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( 28 ) 
Nabob Muzuffer Jung; a knowledge of which 


will clearly evince, that without a reſtoration of 
the whole, or a Þart of the country claimed by the 
Nabob, or without there be a Remiſſion of the 


tribute to the Vizier, neither cavalry nor infantry 


can be maintained, 'The fituation of the Nabob, 
and his country 1s more diſtreſsful than when he 
addreſſed himſelf for relief 1783, and I amſorry to 


ſay that my appointment at Furrackabad has been 


of no advantage. In juſtification of myſelf, 1 


think it neceflary to acquaint you, that by a let- 
ter (N* 4) from the Governor General, when at 
Lucknow, I was prohibited from interfering in 
the executive management, and by a ſubſequent 
order I was made liable to diſmiſion by his 
Excellency the Vizier. This at once precluded 
the poſſibility of my appointment being beneficial 
to the country. S- oe 
* By the laſt treaty, which the Vizier compelled 
the Nabob to ratify during his minority, the ſum 
of four lacks and a half is fixed as tribute or ſub- 
fidy, and this to be paid from the unſequeſtered 
Purgunnah's. Theſe originally yielded abont 12 
lacks of revenue, but have fince, yearly, been 
leſs and leſs produQtive. In the preſent year it 
15 not probable there will be above five lacks; 
from which 1s to be deducted the expence of col- 
lecting. The tribute therefore cannot be fully 
paid, nor will there be any thing for the ſubfiſ- 
tence of the Nabob and family. Since my refi- 
dence at Furruckabad the tribute has been en- 
creaſed to five lacks (though from the calamity 
of the famine and other cauſes, the country-was 
not equal to the defraying the previouſly fixed 
demands), Almas Ally has taken the Purgun- 
nah of Marara at a very inadequate rent, and his 
Aumils have ſeized many adjacent villages. The 
Purgunnahs of Cocutmow and Souje | are con- 
ſtantly plundered by his people; the collection | 
of the Gauts near Futty Ghur have been ſeized 
by the Vizier's Cutwal, and rhe FEmAry in 
; * Tour 


( 29 ) 
four Purgunnahs are ſo refra&tory as to have for- 
tified themſelves in their Gurries, and to refuſe all 
payments of - revenue. This is the ftate of the 
Purgunnahs ; and Furruckabad, which was once 
the ſeat of great opulence and trade, is now daily 
deſerted by its inhabitants ; its walls mouldering 
away ; without police, without protection, expol- 
ed to the depredations of a bandittt of 2 or 300 
robbers, who, nigit after night, enter it for plun- 
der, murdering all who oppoſe them. The ruin 
that has overtaken this country 1s not to be won- 
dered at, when 1t be confidered thaj there, has 
been no ſtate, no ſtable governmeſFt* tgr mapy 
years. There has been the Nabob Vizier 


the Sezawall's, the camp authority, the Nabob 
Muzuffer Jung's, and that of 20 Dewans or ad- 
viſers. No authoiity ſufficiently predominant to 
eſtablith any regulations for the benefit of the 
country, whilſt each authority has been exerted, 
as opportunity offered, for temporary purpoſes. 
* Such being the preſent deplorable ſtate of Fur- 
Tuckabad and is diſtrifts, in the cnſuing year it 
w1ll be 1n vain to look tor revenue, 1t ſome regu- 
lations equal to the. exivency be not adopted. 
 * The whole country will be divided between the 
* neighbouring powerful Aumils, the refra&tory 
© Zemindars, and banditti of robbers; and the Pa- 
© tans, who might be made uſeful ſabje&s, will 
* fly from the ſcene of anarchy, The crifis appears 
* now come, that cither tome plan of government 
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© ſhould be reſolved on, to as to form faithful ſub- 


* jects on the frontier, or the country be given up 
© to its fate ; and it 1t be abandoned, there can be 
© little doubt but that the Mahrattas will gladly 
© ſeize on a ſtation ſo favourable to incurſions into 


© the Vizier's dominions, will attach to their inte- 


* reſt the Hindoo Zemindars, and poſleſs them- 
* {elves of forts, which, with little expence, b-ing 
f made formidable, would oive employment per- 

* haps 


tho-. 
rity, his Miniſter's, the Refident's at Lane, 
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© haps to the whole of our force, ſhould it be-ever 
© neceflary to recover them,” 


MAJOR BALFOUR called in and examined. 

How long was you 1n the ſervice of the Eaſt India 
Company ? 

Upwards of twenty years. 

Did you ſerve under Colonel Champion 1 in the Ro- 
hilla campaign ? . 

I did. | | 

Do you conceive that the Rohilla war was carricd 
on with extraordinary circumſtances of cruelty ? 

I do not, by any means. 

Were reports ſpread in the Engliſh camp, that Su- 
Jah Dowlah had commuted ſeveral acts of cruelty du- 
0g that war * 

here were reports ſpread ; but I afterwards under- | 
ſtood that there were no good toundation for them.— 
One notorious circumſtance was reported, that he had 
raviſhed a woman of rank, and that ſhe had ſtabbed 
him, and afterwards ſtabbed herſelt—that was very 
generally believed.—lI had atterwards an opportunity, 
by reſiding a long tune in the country, to know that it 
was an abſolute untruth. 

Were many towns or villages deſtroyed during the 
campaign ? 

On the army's firſt entering the country, there 
were ſeveral villages deſtroyed ; but after our en- 
gagement with the Rohilla army, which happened 
eight days after our gentering the country, I did not | 
know of any villages being deſtroyed, nor of any 
towns at all being deſtroyed. 

_ Were the inhabitants of the country, the huſband- 
men and mechanics, prevented from following their 
occupations by the war, or were fhey diſturbed 
_ their poſleſſions ? 

On our firſt entering the country, the inhabitants 
fled on all fides ; bat after the a&tion with the Rohillas, 
in which Hafiz Rhamet was killed, and the Rohilla 
army defeated, I underſtood that the Vizier ſent out 

his 
3. 
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his own Aumils to protect the inhabitants, and encou- 
rage them in their peaceable occupations. 

Was you at Lall Dang when the treaty with Fyzoo- 
Ia Cawn was concluded ? | pe 

[ was. ; 

What number of Rohillas, do you think, were or- 
dered to croſs. the Ganges in contequence of that 
treaty ? 

All thoſe who did not accompany Fyzoola Cawn to 
Rampoor were ordered to crols the Ganges. 


ſe] the Ganges ? 


wards of forty thouſand. 

How many of thoſe were men in arms ? 

[ conceive half of that number were men in arms,— 
any.of the women and children belonging to thoſe men 
who had been ſent acroſs the Ganges before that time. 

Did you march back through the Rohilla country 
after the treaty. of Lall Dang ? 

I did; Ifirſt accompanied Fyzoola Cawn to his ca- 
vital—T remained.with him there for about fix weeks, 
till he was eſtabliſhed in his. Jaghire. 

When you marched back to Oude, at the end of 
ie Miboſe fix weeks, what was the ſtate of the cultivation 

of Rohilcund at that time ? 
re MY It was very much the ſame as at the time we entered 
n- Mit, which was about eight. months before—the con- 


d queſt of the country might occafion a temporary in- | 
Wicrruption to the cultivation of lands; but the Ryots. 


were returning to the v llages, zad things Were gong 
MN as formerly. 

Was you in Oude when Sujah Dowlah dicd ? 

No—]I left it a month before he died; 

When did you command in,Rohilcund ? 
L 5 the command there in March 1778, and com- 
nanded there until April 1781. 


rh Barelli your head quarters at that time ? 
© was. 


You commanded in Rohilcund ? 
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What number do you conceive they were who cro{- 


[ imagine, with men, women, and children, up- . 
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What was the ſtate of Hafiz Rhaimet's family whe. 
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treat them with every reſpect and attention, and to ſee 


. I78o ? | 


me himſelf, that he owed his appointment to General 


( 32 ) 

Such of them as reſided there (I cannot be certain 
how many.of them) had houſes and gardens allowed 
them, ſuch as they choſe, and they were indulged 
with renting ſuch lands (ſmall villages) s they wiſhed 
to have for their own 1mmediate convenience, for ſup. 
plying their neceſlaries, at a lower rent than what other 

ands were uſually let for ; and it was my paiticular 
inſtructions from the Reſident at the Vizier's court, to 


that the ſame was ſhewn to them by others. 
Were they under confinement during any part of 


Never in confinement during any, part of the time 
that I commanded in Rohileund., | _ 

Are the principal towns in Rohilcund in ruins ? 

Not the towns—many of the reſidencies of the Ro- 
hilla Chiefs, from being uninhabited (bv their expul. 
fion from the country) were going to ruin, but I con- 
fine this entirely to their palaces. 

Were not ſeveral magnificent buildings and moſques 
deſtroyed, in ſeveral towns in Rohilcund, by the Mah- 
ratta invaſions ? IE I =_ 

| Many ; being of a different religion, they made a 
point of deſtroying the moſques and places of Maho- 
medan worſhip.—There was one very remarkable 
moſque at Nudjim-ul-Dowlah, part of which had 
been inlaid with filver, and otherways richly orna- 
mented, which was ſtripped of the filver and other- 
ways entirely defaced by the Mahrattas ; and ſeveral 
other towns, in that part of the country, were deſtroy: 
ed in the ſame manner. we 
 Doyou recolle& to have heard that Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Hannay was re-appointed to the command of 
Goruckpoor by the influence of Mr. Haſtings with the 
V1zier ? 2 Nt WET + 

I never-did. On the contrary, Colonel Hannay told 


Sir Eyre Coote. I recolle& he ſhewed me a copy of 2 
letter he had written to Sir Eyre Coote, complaining 
of a battalion of Sepoys being withdrawn from the ſer- 
vice (which was employed under his command in that 
TE or of OUR ROTR countaſi 
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countty)—urges as a reaſon. for troubling Sir Eyre 
Coote, that, having obtained the charge of the coun- 
try through his means, he confidered the General's 
credit concerned in his faithfully executing the en- 
ragement he had entered into with the Nabob, and 
truſted to his ſupport to enable him (Colonel Han- 
nay) to perform them.— That letter was written in 


September 1780. 


Was you' in the province of Benares during the in- 
ſurre&tion of Cheyt Sing ? Ne: 

I went with my regiment from the 2d brigade at 
Cawnpore, and joined Mr. Haſtings at Chunar, whilft 
he was there ; and I was employed, during the reſt of 


| the campaign, againſt Cheyt Sing. 


Was you employed by Mr. Haſtings to take poſleſ- 
fon of the city of Benares, after the retreat of Cheyt 
ving ? | 

oo employed to take poſſeſſion of Ramnagur, 
Cheyt Sing's palace, oppoſite to Benares ; and the day 
after my arrival at Ramnagur, finding that Cheyt 
ding's troops had abandoned Benares, I ſent over a 
detachment and - took pofleſhon of it, of which I im- 
mediately adviſed the Governor General, and he ap- 
proved of my having done ſo. | | 

What orders did you receive from Mr. Haſtings, re- 
ative to your treatment of the inhabitants at Benares ? 

I received orders from Mr. Haſtings to ſend people 
into the city of Benares, to endeavour to relieve their 
minds from any apprehenfhions they might be under, 
telling them, that he was coming there immediately 
himſelf, and to affure them of every proteCtion and 
mncouragement he could afford them. I afterwards 
received Mr. Haſtings's thanks for the attention I had 
paid to his orders, and for the care I had taken for 
preventing the inhabitants from being plundered or 
moleſted. | EG | 

Do you recollect any order having been iſſued for 
the burning of a village in the province of Benares, 
where ſome of our wounded Sepoys had been faid to 
aye been killed ? | 

'E, I do 
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Hannay was firſt appointed to the command at 


_ reyenues but what they were compelled to pay by mi 
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I do not recolle& any order being iflued for it—1MW 1 


believe the village was burnt. The Europeans why MW hea 
were killed belonged to the detachment I' came dow W litt! 
with from Cawnpore. \ 


Was it a confiderable village in point of ſize and Ml nel 
number of inhabitants? I 


It was a conſiderable village-—1 cannot ſpeak to the Ml the 


number of the inhabitants.—When we pafled through Ml «d | 


it, on our march down the country, the inhabitan | V 
fled from us ; they were all in the intereſt of Chex: ſerv 


Sing.—We encamped there.—The inhabitants hal FE 
left the'town, and we placed guards in every part offi char 
the village, to prevent any thing being touched. TheM ac9! 


next morning, when we marched, three or four Euro-W1: t! 
peans were unfortunately left there, and the inhabi-W 1! v 


tants returned and murdered them. H 


When was you left in the province of Benares ? cou 
In February 1782, ſoon after Cheyt Sing was drove N 


out of the country. Is 


Can you tate to the Committee, what time Colonel lone 


Goruckpoor and Baraich ? | 
In January 1778 he was appointed commander offi D 
the troops there, befo 


Do you know, or have you heard, what was theo! fo 


ſtate and condition of thoſe diſtricts, previous to Cof N 


1onel Hannay's appointment ? the « 

I have underſtood (I never was in the country my{Wavic 
ſelf) that they were poſſeſſed by independant Zeminſ W 
dars, who were always refra&tory, and never paid anjſiſÞ&en. 


litary force. 
Can you ſtate to the Committee the annual amoun 
of the revenues of the diſtricts, previous to Colo 


nel Hannay's appointment, for any length of time! 
I cannot—]1 never heard. 


Do you know what revenue the diftricts produced N ar 
during the time Colonel Hannay commanded there *}I H 
T do not. HY | 
_ Can you fate what they have produced fince ColoneY] Be 
 Hannay's removal from thecommand 2 W 
F ho I ca 
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I cannot ſtate what they have produced, butT have 
heard they were in great confuſion, and produced but 
little. 

Was you perſonally acquainted with the late Colo- 
nel Hannay ? 

Intimately ſo—I became acquainted with him in 
the beginniop of 1767, and theſtricteſt intimacy ſubſiſt= 
ed between us from that time till the hour of his death. 

What was Colonel Hannay's general character in the 
| ſervice ? 

He was eſteemed a brave aCtive officer; his private 
character was remarkably amiable, his friendfhip and 
acquaintance was courted by the moſt amiable people 
in the country, and he was beloved and reſpected by 
all who knew him. 

Had Colonel Hannay the reputation of being avari- 
cious, cruel,, or rapacious ? 

MM Never, to my knowledge—quite the contrary. 

Have you ever heard or underſtood that the late Co- 

1 one] Hannay was at any time acculed of the grofſeſt 
xi peculation in India ? 

| never heard it. 

ol Do you include the women and children, that went 
before the main body of the Rohillas, in the number 
"MI of forty thouſand, which you ſaid croſſed the Ganges ? 

No---there went ſome over before to Goſs Gunge, 
the country of Zabita Cawn, another Rohilla Chief, 
Mdivided -o Rohilcund by the Ganges only. 

What number do you ſuppoſe the women and chil- 
| yy who went before the main body, to haye amount-x 
ed to ? 
| cannot exaQtly ſay, I ſhould imagine about 
enty thouſand. 

What number of Rohillas appeared in arms before 
the battle ? 

We underſtood there were above forty thouſand men 
Nn arms, 
How many were ſuppoſed to fall in the battle of the 

Rohillas ? 
Ml Between two and three thoufand. Ce 

Were other Chiefs known to be coming with rein-- 
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forcements to Hafiz, Rhamet, who did not actually join 
him ? 

I heard of none that were coming to join him, 

What opinion-do the natives of India, among whom 
you have reſided, entertain of Mr. Haſtings's huma- 
mity, good faith, and tenderneſs rowards the people 
of Indoſtan ? 

A very favourable opinion of him; thoſe that [ 
have converſed with, who had had an opportunity of 
ſeeing him, were very much attached to him, 

As far as has come to your knowledge, what idea 
have the Princes and the people of India of Mr. Haſt 
ings's goverment, whether wile, able, and MerKorious 
or otherwiſe ? 

I never had an opportunity of knowing the opinion 
of the Princes of the country, with reipe&t to Mr. 
Haſtings's government ; The Nabob's Miniſters, and 
other people of rank whom I have converſed with, 
with the Nabob's brother Sadut Ali, had a great opi- 
nion of Mr. Haſtings's condu, and a reliance upon 
his faith, 

Have you ever heard when the Rohillas firſt became 
poſſefied of the country called Rohilcund ? 
| 1 cannot ſay exactly as to the year, but it was be- 
tween 1740 and 1745, I believe. 

Were the Rohillas cultivators of the ſoil Or Manu- 
faCturers, or were they only poſſefled of the civil and 
military power ? 

They were only poflefled of the civil and military 
power ; the cultivators of the ſoil were the original 
inhabitants of the country—Hindoos. —The Rohillas 
are Muſſulmen. 

Was it not generally underſtood, that the Rohillas, 
who croſſed the Ganges, immediately ſolicited pro- 
tection under-Zabita Cawn ? 

It was generally underſtood they did—I know the} 
did. — Many after that returned to Rohulcund, and 11V- 
ed there unmoleſted, 

Do you believe that any Rohillas were put to death, 
ExCePt thoſe who fell in battle ? 


1 never] 


| 
4 


| 
L.0-3 

'] never heard of one—T believe there were none.— 
When I was formerly aſked my opinion, whether there 


was any cruelty or barbarity in the war that was car- 
rying on ?—The priſoners and people, during the time 


_ of carrying on the war, undoubtedly ſuffered great 


hardſhips, but not greater than what is uſually the 
caſe, in wars carried on by the native powers in that 
country. | : 

Are not the Rohillas a particular clan or tribe, ſepa- 
rate from the other Muſfulmen in Indoſtan ? 

They are a particular clan, and not held in the ſame 
eſtimation that other Muſſulmen are. 

Were theſe forty thouſand ſoldiers, before the battle, 
all Rohillas, or were they in the habit of enliſting any 
military adventurers who offered themſelves ? 

They were in the habit of enliſting any adventurers 
that offered, when they made war ; but on this occa- 
ſion, except a few Patans from the diſtrict of Furruck- 


abad, I believe they were all Rohillas. 


Did you know what proportion of the fixty thou-' 
ſand Rohillas ſettled with Fyzoola Cawn ? 

About five thouſand of them. - 

Did you ſee any figns of military preparations at 
Benares, or in the neighbourhobd, by Cheyt Sing ? 

The day before the troops reached Chunar, there 
was a body of betweeen two and 3000 men, horſe 
and foot, encamped on our road to Chunar, I march- 
ed to attack them, but they retired before I got to the 
place. I afterwards ſaw great preparations at Patecta, 


_ a fort of the Rajah's, Art that place they attacked us, 


and we were ebliged to reduce it regularly by carry- 


ing battering cannon againit it, I atterwards went to- 


Luttefpoor, where the Rajah had been encamped 
himſelf, and where there was an appearance of a very 
large body of troops having been, but they had fled 
before I reached it: our troops were afterwards at 
Bidjeygur, which place ſtood out a fiege of fix weeks; 
and in 1t we found a great quantity of ammunition 
of all kinds, and a great quantity of grain, ſuſfict- 
ent for the garriſon tor three or four years. 

From 

4 


; I cannot lay. 
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From all appearance, have you reaſon to believe 
that Cheyt Sing was meditating infurreCtions at the 
time Mr. Haſtings viſited Benares ? 

Excepting from the fortreſs of Bidjeygur, I could 
not judge from any other appearances that he was. 

Was it the opinion of the country, that the Begums 
of Oude afforded aſſiſtance to Cheyt Sing after his in- 
jurreaion ? 

I cannot ſpeak as to the opinion of the country; 
it was generally believed by thoſe whom I converſed 


- 4 with. 


Was Cheyt Sing conſidered by the inhabitants of 
Benares as a great Zemindar dependant on Bengal, 
or as an independant prince ? 

By the people of the country, he was conſidered as 
a dependant on Bengal—it was perfectly known.—l 
was in his country a long time. 

. Whar was the effect produced upon the people at 
Benares, by ſending people to them for the purpoſe 
at quieting their fears, and of informing them that 
Mr. Haſtings himſelf would ſoon come among them? 

I publiſhed it by a public crier, and it ſeemed to 
g1ve great ſatisfaction to the inhabitants, and they re- 
mained quiet in their houſes. —And the town of Kam 
nagur, where the Rajah's palace 1 18, 1s alſo very large ; 
the inhabitants had fled from 1t entirely the firſt day I 
arrived there, I remained there about fix days, and 
1 that time the greateſt part of them had returned. 

Did Mr. Haſtings pertorm his Ppromile, by going 


ſoon to Benares ? 


He did—he arrived there three days after he wrote 
me the letter. « 


How was he received, and what effect had his ar- 


| rival there ? 


I was only there two day s after his arrival—great 
numbers of the principal inhabitants came to wait on 
him immedrately; and he treated them with great 
kindneſs, and dilmifled them with affurances of pro- 
tection, in my LE What happened afterwards 


Did 


- C39" 3 
Did the people of Benares appear to be ſatisfied with 
the aſſurances given them by Mr. Haſtings ? 
Thoſe that I ſaw, very much ſo. 
And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


To report a progreſs, &c. 
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Martis 16, die Maij i 1786. 


COMMIT TEE” 'of the whole Houſe on 
the Articles of Charge of High Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors, preſented to the Houſe 

_ againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, _ wa 
_ vernor General of Bengal. 
To the State of the Country of Benares, and the Ppjliud- 

_ Ings there. 


AJOR GARDENER che”: in, Ne EX 
amined. 

How long, and in what capacity, have you reſided 
in the Eaſt Indies? 

Seventeen years, as an officer in the army. 

Of what rank? | | 

A Major ;— that was my laſt rank. 

In what part of India did you ſerve for the laſt years? ? 

At Chunargur. 

How far is that from the city of Benares? 

About fifreen miles. 

Have you had frequent opportunities of being ac- 
quainted with the ftate of the Zemindary of Benares; 
and for what number of years ? 

I reſided in that country and neighbourtived for about 
ten years ; | went up about 1770, and remained moſtly 
there till the latter end of the year 1783. I had the 
ſame opportunities of EYOVINg the ſtate of the coun- 


try that every reſident has. ie 
ty I - In 
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In what ſtate was that country, with regard to cul. 
ture and population, when you firſt knew it? 

It was the higheſt cultivated country I had ever ſeen, 

Did it continue ſo? | 

It did, for the greateſt part of the time, until the 
diſturbances at Benares ; immediately after which time 
it was not ſo well cultivated as before, 

Did it continue in that 'Aourtifhing and proſperous 
ſtate to the month of Auguſt 1781? 

The diſturbances happened in 1781, and until that 
time it did. _ E 

Had you any reafon to think that property was well 
or ill protected in that province ? | 

I'had no reaſon to think but that it was well pro. 
rected ; -I know but few inſtances to the contrary, 

Were the people attached to their native govern. 

ment ? wt, 

It had every appearance that they were ſo. 

Were they rebellious or diſcontented ? 

I do not know that they were. 


Have you made frequent excurſions into that coun- 


try, -and been-often at-the-city of Benares ? 
I have been often hunting and ſhooting in that coun- 
try, and-I have been often at the.city of Benares, 
Have other Engliſh officers been often in the ſame 
circumſtances ? | | 
Several. | 
Have you, or to your knowledge have they, been 
-often mſulted, or ſuffered any violence, in ſuch excur- 


fions in that country, or in your or their viſits to Be- | 


| OD 
I do not recollett any inſtance. 
| Was you perſonally acquainted with the Rajah Cheyt 
Sing ? = | 
_— often been in his company in his Houſe, and 
- often walked with him in his gardens. | 
Had you any opportunity of remarking, whether 
Cheyt Sing was of a violent and enterprizing diſpo- 
ſition ? | 
It did not appear to me that he was ſo. 
| What was his diſpoſition, as far you knew it ? 


: 


6 


er 


As 
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As far as I knew him, he was a gentle and polite 
man. 

Were other Engliſh Gentlemen received in his houſe 
and gardens as you was? 

His garden, I believe, was open to any Engliſh 
Gentleman that came 'there ; hrs houſe was only open 
ro a few who had the opportunity of being introduced 
to him. 

Did you, remark that the city of Benares was infeſt- 


ed by robbers and murderers, in a greater degree than 


-_ 
other cities you had ſeen in India ? | 


Not tomy knowledge, 
Had you obſerved, Previous to Auguſt 1981, any 


thing in the condu&t of the Rajah Cheyt Sing, which 


indicated a diſpoſition to ſubvert the authority. of ' the 
Eaſt India Company, and to erect nts. own indepen- 
dency on their ruin. _ 

It did not come to my knowledge that he had. 

| Were you informed that he was collecting or pre- 
paring every proviſion for an open revolt? 

I was not. 


Did any of the other officers of the garriſon at Chu- 


nargur-expreſs any apprehenſions of - ſuch an 1ntention 


in theRajah? 
I do not know that they did. | 
Of what age was the Rajah of 'Benares of in 1981 ? 


1 believe he was abour twenty-ſix or twenty-ſeven 
ears old. 


"What was the opinion in Benares of Mr. Haſtings's 


intention in viſiting Benares in 1781, before his actual - 


arrival there? 

] believe the general opinion there was, | that he 
would make a very ſhort ſtay at Benares, and paſs on 
to Lucknow. 

Was you at Benares when Mr. Haſtings FP 


there ? 


1 was. 
Was there any thing in appearances that indicated 


a deſign to atrack Mr. Haſtings upon his road to that 


place * ? | 
It did not appear to me that there was. 


Did 
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Did you hear any expreſſion, amongſt thoſe who at- 
tended Mr, Haſtings, of any ſuch deſign being enter. 
tained by the Rajah ? Fac 

I heard of no ſuſpicton whatever. 

Was you at Benares the day on which Mr. Haſtings 
ordered Cheyt Sing to be arreſted ? 
Iva. | 

Do you recollect any circumſtances relative to that 
event ? | + | 

That is ſo general a queſtion, that IT do not know 
how to reply to it. 

Where was the Rajah when he was arreſted ? 
 - He was 'at Shewalla Gaut, on the Banks of the 
Ganges—1I underſtood fo, but I do not know for a cer- 
tainty, for I was not there. | 

Have you ever ſeen Shewalla Gaut ? 

Frequently. 

Is it a palace or a houſe of pleaſure ? | 

It is not a palace or a dwell:ng-houſe—it is a place 
he uſed to reſt at when he went over to Benares—it 
was an open houſe with a walled court round it. 

Where was his palace ? es 

At Ramnagur, on the oppoſite fide of the Ganges. 

What effect did the arreſt of the Rajah appear to 
have on the minds of the people ? | 

We were a mile and a half from where he was, and 
could not tell immediately what the effeft was. We 
heard that the guard who were ſent to be placed over 
him were moſtly cut to pieces, and three European 
. Officers who commanded them killed. 

Is it your opinion, from the beſt account you could 
colle&, and the beſt obſervations you could make, 
whether this was the effect of a ſudden affray, or 4 
premeditated deſign to commence hoſtilities ? 

In my opinion 1t was an inſurrection of his people, 
in conſequence of his being put under an arreſt. _ 

If the Rajah had entertained a premeditated deſign 
to cut off Mr. Haſtings, and the Engliſh with him, 
would it have been 1n his power ſo to do after that 
event ? 2 
Moſt undoubtedly—we were fully in his power. 

| | Was 


C 


as 
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Was you with Mr, Haſtings at the time? 

I was fitting at dinner with Mr. Haſtings at the 
time the news was brought, that the guards and offi- 
cers were cut off. 

Had Mr. Haſtings expreſſed any apprehenſions of a 
deſign upon him, before that event ! 

Not that came to my knowledge. 

Were any diſpoſitions of the military made to pro- 
vide againſt the execution of ſuch a deſign ? 

I believe not. 

What ſteps did Mr. Haſtings take in conſequence 
of the cutting off the two companies of ſepoys ? 

I underſtood he diſpatched orders to different parts 
of the country, to collett an armed force to Ca-operate 
together againſt the Rajah. 

To what place did Mr. Haſtings himſelf retire ? 

We remained ſome days at the city of Benares, and 
then retreated to Chunargur. 

Were you moleſted or attacked by Cheyt Sing's 
people while you ſtaid at Benares ? 

We were not. 

Was you employed in the reduction of Cheyt Gini! S 
country, and' in what capacity ? 

I was—as engineer. 

Was there any thing in the force which you had to 
encounter, that indicated a long premeditated deſign 
to make war upon the Company | ? 


I do. not know that there was :—In the Fort of 


Bidjeygur there was a large magazine -of grain —I 
xnow of nothing elle. 

Of what numbers did the forces conſiſt, that you 
had at any one time to encounter in that country ? 

It is impoſſible for me to judge ; I never ſaw them 
drawn out into aCtion. 

Did you ever attack any of the Rajah's people? 

We did at Pateeta, and afterwards at Ridkeywor.. 

Were. there many thouſands of them at either of 
thoſe places ? 

It was impoſſible for me to judge of their numbers, 
as they were moſtly under cover. 

Was not the fort of Bidjeygur a ſtrong place ? 

A very 


L873 

A very ftrong fortreſs, upor: a very high hill. 
| Whar were the circumſtances. of the garriſon; of 
that. place, in point of numbers, diſcipline, military 
command, and military preparation ? 

It is impoſſible for me to give an anſwer to that 
queſtion, as | was not in that fort until long, after we 
got poſſeſſion of it. 

Have you heard that the fort was commanded by 
any regular military governor, or defended by, any pro. 
perly appointed garriſon, NS | 

I underſtood the Rajah's mother was the principal 
perſon in; the fort, who iſſued. orders to her Buxey, or 
Treaſurer. 

Did you hear of what numbers the garriſon. con- 
ſiſted, or of what ſpecies of troops—whether there 
were any. engineers. or artillery men init? _ 

I underſtood there were about 700 men, moſtly 
:irregulars :—I believe there were no engineers, but 
thexe were ſome men who worked: the guns. 

Of what nature and condition. were - the military 
ſtores in that garriſon when you ſaw 1t ? 

I did not lee it till many months after the reduQion 
_ of 1t:—T was taken ill during the fiege, and did not 
ſee it till many months after, 42; 

Did you make any obſervations upon the cannon 
and other ſtores taken in that fort ? 

When I viſited the fort, there were very few ſtores, 
and a few old cannon; but it was a long-time after we 
had taken it. 47% 

Did you hear that any conſiderable number of can- 
non had been removed from the fort ? 

I 41d not hear that there were. 
Were the cannon you ſaw in the fort mounted on 
carriages proper for ſervice ? 
When I faw them, they were old and unfit for 
ſervice. 

Have you feen the country of Benares after the re- 
- volution in 1781 ? < 2 46; 
I reſided in that country till the latter end of 1783. 
| Did the people ſeem to expreſs the ſame ſatisfaction 
in their new government that they had ſhewn under 
their old ? at | 
6 Tn 
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" No doubt thoſe who benefited by the revolution 
ſhewed a ſatisfaEtion, and thoſe who loſt by it did nor. 


The queſtion means, with reſpect to the generality 
of the people, as far as you could diſcover their ſen- 


| timents ! ? 


It is very difficult for me to anſwer that queſtion. 
Did you go as much to Benares after the revolution 


45 before ? 


I believe I did more. 

Whether Cheyt Sing was a Prince eſteemed or be- 
loved by his ſubjects ? 

] believe he was. 

Did the Rajah ſubmit to his arreſt quietly, or did 
he or his people make any immediate refiſtance ? 

I believe he ſubmitred very quietly :>—Mr. Mark- 


| ham, the reſident, returned and faid, he ſubmitted 


very quietly, 

Was the province of Benares well cultivated in. 
1332 and 1783? 

In 1782 I do not think it was fo well cultivated as 
before; but in 1983 very little water fell, and the 
country was not ſo highly cultivated as formerly. 

Was the city of Benares in good order, as to the 
police being attended to, afrer the expulſion of Cheyr 
Sing ? 

There was every appearance of it, after a ſettlement 
took place. 

Do you know Ally Ibrahim Cawn, the Chief Ma- 
giſtrate of Benares ? 

I do. 

What is his general character in India ? 

He bears a character of a clever man, and of an 
upright, good man. 

Whether the Chief Magiſtrate of Benares was not 
always a Mahometan ? 

| believe there has been no inſtance of the contrary, 
within my recolleCtion. 

Whether the reſidents Mr. Graham and Mr. Fowke, 
and the Engliſh Gentlemen in general at Chunar, 
looked upon Cheyt Sing as diſaffected. to our Go- 
Verameant ? 

B I never 


L401 


I never heard Mr. Fowke expreſs any thing of it— | 
but I have heard Mr. Graham. 

Do you recolle&t what were the ſentiments in general 
of the officers at Chunar—whether they conceived him 
diſſaffected ? 

They did not think that the Rajah ſubmitted wil- 
lingly 'to the payment of the additional tribute for 
railing three battalions of Sepoys. 

Do you recolle& complaints having been made, by 
Gentlemen paſſing through Cheyt Sing's country, of 
inſults offered to them by his people? 

I do recolleCt there was an inſtance. happened ; and 
a Gentleman got his head hurt by a brick-bat thrown 
at him, in a village where he ſent for milk :—to the 
beſt of my recolleC&ion, he ſaid he ſent his ſervant for 
milk, who raiſed a diſturbance, and the Gentleman was 
hurt. 


When cid you hear Mr. Graham expreſs an opinion 
of the diſaffeftion of Cheyt Sing ? 

I believe about the year 1779, when the additional 
tribute was ordered, and the Rajah expreſſed great 
difatisfaction. 

_ Was Mr. Haſtings conſidered, in that part of the 
country, as dilpoſed to tyrannize over and oppreſs the 
natives, or rather to befriend and prote& them ? 

Mr. Haſtings never interfered with the natives of 
that country, that I know of, until after the Revolu- 
tion in Auguſt 1781. 

To what purpoſe did he then interfere ? 

_ Helet all the Jands 1n the country. 

Did he let them inconſiſtent with juſtice, according 
to the opinion of the country, or the reverſe? © _ 

I never heard that he Jer them contrary to juſtice 
or propriety. | ve 
£ Did you know Bulwant Sing, the father of Cheyt 

ing ! 

_ I had no perſonal acquaintance with, him, but I have 
had occaſion to write to him. Ws 

Did you ever hear whether Bulwant Sing was Rajah 
ot Benares by hereditary righr, or by what right did he 
become Rajah ? Os Tn or oy I He 


6 I looked 
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I looked upon him as renter of the country, under 
the Nabob of Oude. 

In the capacity of renter of the country, was Bulwant 
Sing conlidered as a vaſſal, liable to give extraordinary 
aſnſtance upon. extraordinary occaſions to the Nabob 
of Oude, or was he only liable to pay his ſtipulated 
rent? 

He was looked upon as a dependant upon the 
Nabob of Oude, who frequently, I believe, extorted 
money from him exceeding his tribute. . 

Have you heard that certain privileges were obtain- 
ed from the Nabob of Oude for Bulwant Sing, by the 
wiuence of the Engliſh Government? 

The ſettlements between Bulwant Sing and the 
Nabob of Oude, took place before I was acquainted. 
with the country. 

Was 1t the opinion. of the country, that, in conſe- 
quence of that ſettlement, Bulwant Sing became an_ 
independent Prince? or did they ſtill confider him as 
a dependant and vaſſal of the Nabob of Oude ? 

He was tributary to the Nabob of Oude ; but he 
had the power of life and death in his own hands. 

Did they conſider his vaſſalage as extinguiſhed ? 

Art what time ? 

Afrer the ſertlement ? 

He continued paying his tribute till his death. 

At what time did Cheyr Sing ſucceed to be Rajah 
of Benares ? 

The latter end of 1770, I believe. 

In what light was the Rajah Cheyt Sing conſidered 
by the country—as a renter, or as an independent 
prince? 

He was conſidered by the Europeans to be tributary 
to the Nabob, and the natives looked up to him as a 
deſportic prince. 

By whom was the Mahometan Judge at Benares, 
of whom you have before ſpoken, appointed ? 

By Mr. Hattings—the man I ſpoke of betore. 

Was there not a Mahometan Judge at Benares from 
1770 to 1775, While the Rajah remained renter of 


Oude ? 
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There always was, as far as I recollect, 

Do you know by whom that Mahometan Judge was 
always appointed ? 

By the Nabob of Oude. 

When did Mr. Haſtings make the firſt demand of 
an extraordinary ſupply of five lacks of rupees from 
Cheyr Sing ? 
| Ir was either the latter end of 1778, or beginning of 
I 

"Hove you ſaid that you heard that Cheyt Sing ob- 
zected to pay the extraordinary demand ? 

I never heard that he objected ro pay it, but I have 
heard that he made difficulties in paying it. 

Were thoſe difficulties grounded upon his inability 


to pay, or did he object that he was not bound to. 


ay it? 
1] I underſtood he pleaded inability to pay it. 
Was it uſual for Bulwant Sing to fend troops to 
'Sujah Dowlah, when he was engaoced 1 In war ? 
That never came to my knowledge. 


Whether the Sepoys in our army are faithful and 


obedient to their officers, in matters of diſcipline—and 
whether the Britiſh military ſervice 1s agreeable to 
them ? 

I believe they are very faithful and obedient, and 
very well fatisfied with our ſervice. 

In marching through the different countries of India, 

is it uſual for the Britiſh army to preſerve exact diſct- 
pline—and whether our ſoldiers are {uffered to moleſt, 
oppreſs, or plunder the cultivators of the land, and the 
peaceable inhabitants of the countr 

The officers in general pay the FP attention to 
the regularity of their troops; and they are never ſuf- 
fered to moleſt or diſturb the natives with impunity, 
when 1t comes to the knowledge of the commanding 
officer. 

Do you know whether the Britiſh troops have ever 
carried on war 1n India in an unneceſſary deſtru&tion 
of the country, and in a wanton diſplay of violence 
and _ inhumanity and cruelty? 


The 
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The firſt part of -the queſtion muſt depend upon, 
whether that war itſelf was neceſſary or not—the whole 
of the queſtion mult indeed depend upon thar. 


Whether the wars 1n India are in general carried on 
with unneceſſary marks of cruelty ? 


That 1s ſo general a queſtion: 
2re, in others they are not. 

The queſtion means the wars carried on by the Britiſh 
army ? 

bepedag the war jult, I have never ſeen any acts of 
cruelty. 

Do you know whether, in the opinion of the princes 
and people of India, Mr, Haſtings's conduCtt towards 
them has been regulated by the principles of truth, 
oood faith, and juſtice, or otherwaſe, as far as has come 
| to your knowled oe? 

It is impoſſible tor me to give any opinion upon 
that queſtion. 

: Do you know whether Mr. Haſtings 1s reputed by 
the beople of India to have been juſt, candid, and ho- 
nourable in his tranſa&tions with them ? 

Thar 1s a queſtion I cannot anſwer. 

Are you converſant with the laws and cuſtoms of the 
upper part of India, and the titles by which property, 
or any other rights, are held there ? 

I was a long time reſident in that part of the country, 
and picked up as much as in general Gentlemen-do. 

Do you remember to have ſeen a circular letter, or 
manifeſto, publiſhed by Cheyt Sing after his expullion, 
in which he gave an account of that tranſaion to the 
princes of India 7 ? 

I ſaw a circular letter, which 1 underſtood he ſent to 


Mr. Fowke at Calcutta, ſuppoſed to be a circular letter 
which he ſent to the different powers. 


in ſome caſes they 


| Then a Member pretent produced a paper, pur- 
porting to be copy of a tranſlation of a circular 
lerter which Cheyt Sing wrote to the different 
Chiefs and Rajahs on the late troubles at Benares ; 
and the ſame was read to the witneſs, and is as 
follows, viz. 


© Tranſ\- 
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* Tranſlation of the-ccireular Tetter which 
* Cheyr Sing wrote to the differey 


* Chiefs and Rajahs, on the Jate 
* troubles at Benares. 


* Tt 1s well known to you all, that in theſ 
* times the Governor, with his followers, came 
© to Benares. 
© The particulars of this affair are theſe,— 
On his arrival ar Buxar, which is the verge 
of my country, I met him with all my prin. 
cipal people, in.order to do him honour, and 
tendered him the cuſtomary nezers | pre- 
ſents. ] 
« We diſcourfed on the ſubje&t of my tri- 
bute, and I exprefſed my readineſs and com: 
liance with the Company's demands, pro-| 
eſſing my attachment and fidelity to them,| 
Requifitions were then made on me for 2 
crore of rupees [one million ſterling], and 
the ſurrender of the Fort of Bidgiger, my 
family reſidence, the depoſit of my women, 
and of my hohour. To the firſt, I pleaded 
my imability; and aſked what I had done, 
that the Company ſhould diſhonour me ſo 3s 
to take away this Fort, where my family! 
reſided ? | 
© On my arrival at Benares a guard was 
m_- over me, which I ſubmitted to ; and, 
oo0n after, a Chubdar of Mr, Markham's 
who had formerly been in my ſervice, and 
had ſpite againſt me, took this opportunity] 
of inſulting me, and uſed improper languag® 
to me, a : | 
© On this, one of my people, not being 34 
© ble to ſee his maſter [Prince] thus abuſed by! 
© a low ſervant, reprehended him for his be- 
© haviour, which produced words and blows 
© on both ſides; when my followers and peo? 
« ple, ruſhing in, fell on the troops and cut 
* them down, with many killed on both "oy 
« qurs 
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during which I made my eſcape, and fled a- 
croſs the river Ganges, with my adherents. 

© What have I done to deſerve this treat- 
ment of the Company ? The world will judge. 
I have ſerved them with fidelity and attach- 
ment. What fault have I done, or what 


crime have I commutted ? 


© For the ſupport and affiſtance my father 
rendered them in their wars with the Nabob 
Coflim Ally Khan, and with the Nabob 
Sujah ul Dowlah, they thought themſelves 
bound to protect him from the enmity of the 
latter Nabob, who was exaſperated againſt 
him for the above conduct. 

© They continued to prote& him for ſome 
years againſt the machinations of the Nabob 
Vizier, and the rapacity of his miniſters, till 
death carried him away. The ſame pro- 
tection was continued to me.; and in courſe 
of time, by an exchange of countries, I be- 
came tributary to. the Engliſh, in the ſame 
manner that I was to the Nabob, and paid 
my rents to them inſtead of to. him. 

« Ever ſince this tire, I have paid them to 
the utmoſt farthing ; nor have I departed in 
any ſhape from my. fidelity. to them. 

© What have I done to be treated in this 
manner—to have my treaſures demanded, 
and my fort, the depoſit of my family, wreſt- 
ed from me, and my perſon diſgraced and 
diſhonoured ? Have I been guilty of injuſtice 
or mal-adminiſtration in my. country? Look 


to my diſtricts; look to theirs.: Do not the 
different piCtures which they preſent to you, 


mark the limits of them -more than the 
boundaries which nature nel has drawn 


out? 


«< My fields are cultivated ; my villages are 
full of inhabitants; my country is a garden; 
and my riotts [ſubjeas] are happy. My 
capital is the reſort of the principal mer- 

© chants 
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chants of India, from the ſecurity I haye 
given to propefty. The treaſures from the | 
Mahrattas, the Jauths, the Seicks, and the 
moſt diſtant nations of India, are depoſited 
here. Here the orphan and the widow con- 
vey their property, and reſide here without 
fear of rapacity and avarice, The traveller, 
from one end.of my country to the other, 
lays down his burthen, and ſleeps in ſecurity, 
© But what a different picture do the Com- 
pany's Provinces preſent ! There famine and 
miſery ſtalk hand in hand through unculti. 
vated fields and deferred villages. 
© There you meet with nothing but aged 
men, who are not able to tranſport them- 
ſelves away ; or robbers, or tygers in the 
fields, now overgrown with wood, 
© When any of the ſervants of the Engliſh 


have paſſed through my country, every at- 


tention has been thewn them, and all their 
wants ſupplied; even their very coolies [ por- 
ters that carry baggage] have had their bur: 
thens taken off and carried for them, and 
forwarded from villages to villages. 
© When any of the Gentlemen travelled 
through my country, my officers always wait- 
ed on them, to know their wants ; ſupplied 
them with neceſfaries, proviſions, and car- 
riage, at my expence; and performed all 
their orders, as if they were my own. 
© Let any of them be aſked, if they meet 
with ſuch treatment in thoſe diſtricts under 
the Company's management ? Were not they 
almoſt continually robbed, and in danger of 
their hives? E 
* 'The letters of recommendation of any in- 
dividual from their Governors, or Counſel- 
lors, were like fo many bills of exchange, or 
orders to make the fortunes of the perſons 10 
recommended, 

| £ And, 
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C And, notwithſtanding this attachment and 


fidelity, envious of the proſperity and riches 
of my country, I was continually harraffed by 


ſham crimes, or forged calummies againſt me, 
in order to extort money in alleviation of 


them, or to force me to purchaſe prote&ion 
and patronage from their leading men. 

< Every complaint has been heard againſt 
me, and every vagabond encouraged in miſ-, 
repreſenting me. 


© It is lately that Ouſan Sing, a relation of 


my own, a ſpendthrift, a vagabond, and a 
man of bad fame, has been taken up .by 
them, This perſon was expelled my country 
for his villainies; and ſome years ago, col- 
letting a parcel of followers like Yimſelf, 
invaded it again, and raiſed contributions. 


from my villages, and plundered many of 
my towns. They proceeded to Mirzapoor, 


and were there, on application, met and de- 
feated by the troops of the Engliſh them« 
ſelves. 

* This man has gone to Calcutta, where he 
has been protected ; he has magnified my 
treaſures, and the revenues of my country ; 
he has made offers to take it himſelf, and 
has inflamed their minds with Imaginary 
riches : : He has now come in the Governor's 


train, inflamed hjm with imaginary riches, 


and poifoned his mind againſt me. 
© Such a ſervant have I been, and ſuch have 
been my maſters; not contented with my 


treaſures, they thirſted after my honour alſo. 


* They have demanded a ſum of me which 
it is out of my power to pay. 


© They want the plunder of my country. 
* They demand my Fort, the depoſit of my. 
honour, and of my women, whom they want 


to turn adrift into the wide world. 

* Arm yourſelves, my friends: Let us Join, 

to repel thoſe rapacious ſtrangers, x 
Cc if 


} 
42 0-4 
© It is the cauſe of ys all. 
« When your honour is loſt, what is th, 
© yalpe of life ?—Come with your troops, ang 


* Join me; I will furniſh them with pay a nd 
« proviſions.” 
Then the witneſs was aſked, 
| Whether the letter now read to him i IS, 1n ſub. 
ſtance, the manifeſto alluded to ? 
' It is a long time ſince I ſaw 1t—but 1t is nearly tg 
that purpoſe. 


And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw, 


Then the Committee was moyed, That an extra 
of 2 letter from the Governor General to Edward Whe- 
ler, Eſquire, Council, &c. Fort William, dated Luck- 
flow, 2d April 1784, might be read. 


[And the ſame was read xccordingly; and is as fol 
lows, viz.] 


0} * Gentlemen, 


* Having contrived, by making forced ſtages, 
© while the troops of my eſcort marched. at the 
© ordinary rate, to make a ftay of five days at 
: Benares, 1 was thereby furniſhed with the means 
© of acquiring ſome knowledge of the ſtate of the 

* province, which I am anxious to communicate 

© to. you. Indeed the enquiry, which was in a 

* great degree obtruded upon me, affected me 

_  * with very / mortifying refletions on my own 11- 
— * abilicy to apply it to any uſeful purpoſe. — From 
© the confines of Buxar to Benares, I was follov- 
f ed and fatigued by the clamours of the diſcon- 

* tented inhabitants; 1t was what I expected 18 4 


CF) Read from Extra of Benoal Secret Conſultations, tit 
2oth Ap rit 1784, contained | In 2 paper, intituled, 4 Extracts from 
«6: Papers (ih No. 3. Vol. II.) preſented to the Houſe of Com- 
* mons, ' upon the 13th day of March from the Eaſt India Com 
on Ms 3g Eby to , Bs FOOueE on the 27th. day of Marca| 
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« degree, becauſe it is rare that the exerciſe of 
© authority ſhould prove ſarisfaftory to all who 
© are the objetts of it. The diſtreſſes which were 
« produced by the long continued drought, un- 
avoidably tended to heighten the general dif. 
© content; yet I have reaſon to fear, that the 
© cauſe exiſted principally in a defeCtive, if not a 
* corrupt and oppreſſive adminiſtration. Of a 
© multitude of petitions which were preſented to 
me, and of which I took minutes, every one, 
that did not relate to a perſonal grievance, con- 
© tinued the repreſentation of one and the ſame 
© ſpecies of oppreſſion, which is in its nature of 


A 


NA. 
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© an influence mof?t fatal to the future cultivation, 


© The prattice to which I allude 1s this :—lIt is 
© affirmed, that the aumils and renters exat from 
© the proprietors of the actual harveſt a large in- 
© creaſe in kind on their ſtipulated rent ; that is, 
© from thoſe who hold their portahs by the tenure 
© of paying one half of the produce of their crops, 
© either the whole without a ſubterfuge, or a large 
© proportion of it by falſe meaſurement,' or other 
© pretexts; and from thoſe, whoſe engagements 
are for a fixed rent in money, the half, or a 
oreater proportion, 1s taken in kind. This 1s, 


La) 


bitants ; ſince. there is ſcarce a field of grain in 
the province, I might ſay not one, which has 
not ' been preſerved by the inceſſant labour of 
the cultivator, by digging wells for their ſup- 
ply, or watering them from the wells of maſon- 
ry, with which this-country abounds, or from 


the neighbouring tanks, rivers, and nullahs, 
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_ © The people who impoſed on themſelves this vo- 


© luntary and extraordinary labour, and not un- 
* attended with expence, did it in the expectation 
© of reaping the profits of jt; and it 18 as certain 
© that they would not have done it, if they had 
* known that their rulers, from whom they were 


< entitled to an indemnification, would take from 


© them what they had fo hardly earned, If the 
aL. * ſamg 
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in effect, a tax upon the induſtry of the inha- 
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© ſame adminiſtration continues, and the country 
© ſhall again labour under a want of the natur1| 
. © rains, every field will be abandoned, the reve. 
© nue fail, and thouſands periſh through the want 
© of ſubſiſtence; for who will labour for the ſole 
© benefit of others, and to make himſelf the ſub. 
< ject of vexation ? Thele practices are not to be 
£ imputed to the aumils employed in the diftrids, 
© but to the Naib himſelf. The avowed princi- 
© ple on which he acts, and which he acknoy- 
© ledged to myſelf, 1s, that the whole ſum fixed 
© for the revenue of the province mult be colled- 
©ed; and that, for this purpoſe, the deficiency 
© ariſing 1n places where the crops have failed, or 
© which have been left uncultivated, muſt be ſup- 
_ © plied from the reſources of others, where the 
© ſoil has been better ſuited to the ſeaſon, or the | 
« induſtry of the cultivators more ſucceſsfully ex- 
.<erted; a principle which, however ſpecious and 
© plauſible it may at firit appear, certainly tends 
© to the moſt pernicious and deſtructive conle- 
« quences. If this declaration of the Naib had 
© been made only to myſelf, I might have doubted 
© my conſtruCtion of it; but it was repeated by 
< him to Mr. Anderſon, who underſtood it exaGily 
« in the ſame ſenſe.—In the management of the 
* cuſtoms, the conduct of the Naib, or of thr 
© officers under him, was forced alſo upon my at- 
« tention. The exorbitant rates exacted by an 
© arbitrary valuation of the goods, the practice df 
« exaCting duties twice on the ſame goods, fil 
< from the ſeller, and afterwards from the buyer, 
* and the vexatious diſputes and delays drawn 0n 
« the merchants by thete oppreſſions, were loudly 
« colnplained of; and ſome inſtances of this kind 
«© were 1a1d to exiſt at the very time when I was 
© jin Benares. Under ſuch circumſtances we are 
© not to wonder if the merchants of foreign coun- 
* tries are d:{\couraged from reforting to Benait5, 
- © and if the commerce of that province ſhould an- 
* nually. decay, Other evils, or imputed _ 
« have 
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© have accidentally come to my knowledge, which 
© I will not now particularize; as TI hope that, with 
© the aſſiſtance of the Reſident, they may be in 
© part corrected. One, however, I muſt mention, 
© becauſe it has been verified by my own obſerva- 
« tion, and 1s of that kind which refles an un- 
* merited reproach on our general and national 
* character. When I was at Buxar, the Reſident, 
* at my deſire, enjoined the Naib to appoint cre- 
© ditable people to every town through which our 
* rout lay, to perſuade and encourage the inhabi- 
© tants to remain in their houſes, promiſing to 
© give them guards as I approached, and they re- 
© quired it for their protection ; and that he might 
© perceive how earneſt I was for his obſervation of 
© this precaution (which I am certain was faithfully 
© delivered) I repeated it to him in perſon, and 
* diſmiſſed him, that he might precede me for 
* that purpoſe : But, to my great diſappointment, 
© I found every place throvgh which I paſſed aban- 
© doned, nor had there been a man left in any of 
© them for their protection. 1 am ſorry to add, 
© that, from Buxar to the oppoſite boundary, I 
© have ſeen nothing but the traces of complete 
© devaſtation in every village, whether cauſed by 
© the followers of the troops which have lately 
© paſſed, for their natural relief (and I know not 
* whether my own may not have had their ſhare), 
© or from the apprehenfions of the inhabitants left 
© to themſelves, and of themſclves deſerting their 
© houſes. I wiſh to acquit my own countrymen 
* of the blame of theſe unfavourable appearances, 
© and in my own heart I do acquit them; for at 

© one encampment, near a large village called 
© Perrera, in the Pergunnah of Zemaneea, a crowd 
© of people came to me, complaining that their 
© former aumil, who was a native of the place, 
© and had long been eſtabliſhed in authority over 
© them—and whole cuſtom it had been, when- 
© ever any troops paſſed, to remain in perſon on 
© the ſpor for their proteRtion—havingz been re» 


© moved, 
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'® moved, the new aumil, on the approach of an 

military detachment, himſelf firit fled from the 
place, and the inhabitants having no one to 
whom they could apply for redreſs, or for the 
repreſentation of. their grievances, and being 
thus remedileſs, fled alſo ; {o that their houſes 
and effefts became a prey to any perſon who 
ch-+/2 to plunder them. The general concluſi- 
on; peared to me an inevntable conſequence 
from fuch a ſtate of taCts, and my own ſenſes 
bore teſtimony to it in this ſpecific inſtance; 
nor do I know how 1t 1s poſlible for any officer 
commanding a military party, how attentive ſo- 
ever he may be to the diſcipline and forbearance 
of his people, to prevent diſorders, when there 
© is neither oppoſition to hinder, nor evidence to 
© deter them. Theſe, and many other 1rregula-. 

© rities, I 1mpute ſolely to the Naib; and I think 
© it my duty to recommend his inſtant remoyal. 
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MAJOR GIL PIN called in, and examined. 


As to the correſpondence which paſſed between him and 
the Britiſh Reſident at Oude, during the time he 
as 01 guard over the Begums of Oude ; 


Was you not ſtationed as a guard upon the palaces 
of the mother and grandmother of the Nabob of Oude, 
and their eunuchs ? 

] was. | 

Have you the letters that paſſed between you and 
the Britiſh Reſident, Mr. Middleton, while you was 
upon guard over the palaces of the mother and grand- 
mother of the Nabob of Oude? 

I have moſt of them, but I have not brought any 
of them to the Houſe with me—but I am in pofleſſion 
of them. 


Have you any objetion to deliver in that correſpon- | 


dence for the ule of the Committee ar their NeXt ft- 
ting ! P- DT FA 


There 
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There are many parts of that correſpondence which 
relate to other circumſtances, and which it may not 
be proper to make public—I mean, that there are pri- 
vate circumſtances in them. 


And a Member preſent having produced a paper, 
purporting to be copy of a letter directed to 
Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyza- 
bad, figned Nathaniel Middleton, dated Luck- 
now, the 1ſt of June, 1782, which he deſired 
might be ſhewn ro the witneſs ; 

The witneſs was directed to withdraw. 

And it being agreed in the Committee that the 
witneſs ſhould be further examined, with re- 
ſpect to ſuch correſpondence, at the next fitting 
of the Committee ; 3 

The witneſs was again called in, and aſked, 

How long have you been in the Company's ſervice? 

About ſeventeen. years. 

Was you 1a Oude at the time of the death of Sujah 
Dowlah ? 

I was encamped in the Rumna, near the palace of 
Fyzabad, at the time he died, 


Was Sujah Dowlah's army conſiderably in arrears at 


tae time of his death ? 

It was. 

Do you know whether a conſiderable ſum of money 
was due to the Eaſt India Company at that time from 
Sujah Dowlah ? 

It was ſaid there was a very conſiderable ſum of 
money due at that time. : 

Have you heard what became of the treaſure Sujah 
Dowlah was poſſeſſed of at the time of his death ? 

T1 ſuppoſe it was in his zenana. 

By being lodged in the zenana, 1n whoſe poſſeſſion 
did it come after his death ? 

In courſe to his widow. 

Did you ever hear that Sujah Dowlah bequeathed 
It to his widow by his will ? 

| do not a 44 ever hearing that he made a will. 


Do 
2 


Ut 
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Do you believe that the Begums gave up all the 
money that was in the zenana, when you had the 


charge of them in 1782 ? 
It is impoſſible for me to anſwer that queſtion. 


What was the general opinion upon that ſubject at 


Fyzabad, as far as you had an opportunity of knowing ? 

The Begum declared herſelf that ſhe had done it; 
but many people were of opinion ſhe had not. 

What was the cauſe aſſigned for the confinement of 
Jewar and Behar Ally Cawn, the eunuchs ? 
| For a breach of contract with Mr. .Middletoh. 

Of what nature was the contra&t with Mr. Mid- 
dleton ? | ” 

As I underſtand the circumſtance, they had agreed 
to pay near ſixty lack of rupees within a ſtipulated 
time; which agreement they did not perform. 

| Do you believe they had ability left to perform that 
agreement ? ; 

It was generally underſtood that they had, 


From your knowledge of the manners and cuſtoms 


of Indoſtan, do you know whether the natives will 
ſubmit to long impriſonment, in order to elude the 
payment of money which they have agreed to pay? 
- There have been many inſtances of that nature. 


Had you any opportunity of knowing the characters 


of the Begums, and whether they were diſaffeQed to 
_ our Government ? Ee 

I had a very good opportunity of knowing, from 
the circumſtance of my having commanded fo lon 


there. The elder Begum, it was generally underſtood, 


and I have realon to believe, was diſaffected to our 


government ; and my featiments of her conduct ſtand 


recorded in my correſpondence to the Court of Luck- 


now to that effect; but, with reſpe& to the Bow 
Begum, I acquit her entirely of any difaffeftion ta 
our government, ſo far as comes to my knowledge. 
Appearances were for ſome time againſt her; but, on 
cool deliberate enquiry, I found there was no grounds 


at the time of Cheyrt Sing's rebellion, 


for ſuppoſing her guilty of any rebellious principles, 


In 
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1a what ſituation were the women in the Khourd 
Mhal, and what deſcription of perſons were they of, 
when you commanded at Fyzabad ? 

They were dependent on his Excellency the Nabob 
for ſubliſtence, whoſe officers were very negligent in 
| that buſineſs; and I had occaſion to repreſent the ſame 
to Mr. Briſtow, the then reſident at Lucknow, who 
acquainted the Nabob with the circumſtances; and I 
obtained ten thouſand rupees to give them relief, 
which I paid to the officers of that zenana. 

Of what deſcription .of perſons were the women of 
the Khourd Mhal ? 


They were the concubines of the late Sujah Dowlab, 
the preſent Nabob's father. 

Was the Engliſh reſident, or any other Engliſh 
| Gentlemen, culpable for not providing funds for their 
maintenance? 

I never underſtood the Engliſh reſident had any 
thing to do with that zenana—on the contrary, there 
was a tuncaw granted on the Fouſdarry of Sultanpore 
for forty thouſand rupees a year, to be paid for the 
ſupport of that zenana. - 5k 

Does the preſent Nabob Vizier live at Lucknow in 
oreat ſtate; and is his Court as ſplendid a one as it 
was in the time of his father ? 


. 


I ſee very little alteration in the ſtate of the Nabob's 


Court, or in the ſplendor of his equipage, from the 


time of his being placed on the multnud till I left the. 


country ;—he never kept ſo ſplendid a Court as his 
father did, I believe. | 

Did you know Bulbudder Sing ? 

I did-—he was a moſt notorious rebel, 

Was you ever employed againſt him ? 

I was. | | 

Upon what occaſion, and at what time ? 

It was in February, 1782: He firſt waylaid Mr, 
Middleton on the banks of the Goomty, and I march- 
& to his relief; after which, I was employed for ſeve-. 
ral weeks in following him, and at length drove him 


out of the country ; but he ſoon returned again, after 


left the country. 
D Did 
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Did yon ever enter into any negoctation with him ? 

He did ſend his vakeels to me for that purpoſe, but 
he increaſed in his demands as his army increaſed, and 
our agreement was broke off. 

* What was the general character of Mr. Haſtings in 
Oude, in Bengal, and amongft the natives and his 
own countrymen? _ ay | 

' He was looked upon as a man of very great abilities, 

Had they confidence in his word and in his faith ? 

| T ever underſtood that they had. | 
-. At the time of the inſurrection at Benares, was his 
perſonal ſafery deemed of conſequence to the Britiſh 
empire in. India, by thoſe of his countrymen with 
whom you aſſociated ? 

It undoubtedly was of the utmoſt conſequence. 

© Have you heard that Mr. Haſtings, after the in- 
ſurre&tion at Benares, treated Cheyt Sing's people with 
ſeverity—thole particularly attached to Cheyt Sing ? 

* Far from it—he treated them with more lenity than 
probably any other perſon would have done under the 
like circumſtances—l ſpeak, after the circumſtance of 
the maſſacre that happened at Benares. 

Have you underſtood that Mr, Haſtings ſpoke the 
Perſian and Indoſtan language with fluency ? 

I do not know it from my own knowledge, but it 
was generally ſuppoſed that he underſtood them both 
perfealy. NT. Gs 

Was it Mr. Haſtings's cuſtom to admit the natives 
of India to frequent converſations with him ? 

| So it was reported. | | 

Was it believed that, in diſputes and competitions 
between the natives and Europeans, Mr. Haſtings 


generally took the part of the latter againſt the | 


natives ? 


[ cannot anſwer that from my own knowledge ; but | 


I have frequently heard complaints that he ſhewed 
more attention to the natives than to Europeans. 


Have you heard it reported that our officers were | 


well treated in paſſing through Cheyt Sing's territories, 
previous to the rebellion ?. 


'T here | 


Te 
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There were frequent complaints of inſolence from 
the Cutwals of the different villages through which the 
officers paſſed. 

Do you apprehend that Sujah Dowlah had lodged 
his treaſure in his Zenana for ſafe cuſtody, .or that by 
lodging It there he had meant to transfer the property 
in that treaſure tothe Begum ? 

His treaſury, I underſtood, was in the Zenana : it is 
impoſſible for me to know upon what account he 
lodged-it there; but they generally do keep the treaſure 
in the Zenana, 

Do you know whether Cheyt Sing was, in the opi- 
nion of the country, reputed a great Zemindar, or was 


he reputed an independent prince ? 


He was generally called a Zemindar. 

Do you know whether, by the cuſtoms of Indoſtan, 
Zemindars are liable to give extraordinary aſſiſtance, 
upon extraordinary occaſions, to thoſe of whom they 


hold their Zemindaries ? 


They are generally underſtood fo to do. 

Was the contra& made by the eunuchs with Mr. 
Middleton voluntary on their part, or forced upon 
them ? 

I cannot ſay; it was made ſome months before I 
commanded at Fyzabad—lT believe near ſix months. 

Did you never hear the ground or occaſion of that 
contract ? 

It was in conſequence of the payment of ſore money 
in the month of January ; but the particulars I do not 
recolleCt. 

Do you think it was in the power of the Begums to 
form a plan for the utter extirpation of the Engliſh out 
of India, with any proſpect of ſucceſs? 

By no means. 

Do you think 1t probable that any Holton or con - 
duct whatever of thoſe women could be dangerous ro 
our exiſtence in India ? 

[ have before mentioned, that I underſtood the elder 
Begum was rebellious in her principles; but I never 
underſtood that ſhe had any power to carry on a nega- 
cation of that kind with any probability of ſucceſs. 

D 2 When 


and not to be the Britiſh government ? 


ters that were wrote by Colonel Hannay and Caprain 
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When was you at Benares, before the rebellion of 
Cheyt Sing? | | 

In 1778 I paſſed through Benares, on my way to 
the army that was 1n the field; but I made no ſtay 
there. | 

How ſoon did you return to Benares, and how long 
did you ſtay ? 

Not until after the rebellion; and I ſtaid only one 
or two days, as we came down the country. 

Was the government eſtabliſhed in the country of 
Oude underſtood ro be ſubſtantially che Britiſh 
Government ? 


It was the Nabob's Government, and ſo underſtood, 


By whoſe orders were you placed to keep guard on 
the palaces of Fyzabad ? 


By the reſident at the Nabob's court, Mr. Mid- 
cleton. 

Did you take to Mr. Middleton any memorial and 
document, on the part of the Begums, denying the 


having any ſhare in the commotions that happened in 
Baraich and Goruck poor ? 


I preſented Mr. Middleton with ſome original let- 


Gordon ; which letters are publiſhed in the charges 
exhibited againſt Mr. Haſtings. 

Were they delivered ro you by order of the 
Begun ? | | 


At the requeſt of the Begum I delivered them to 
Mr. Middleton. 


What did Mr. Middleton do in conſequence of 
thoſe papers ? os . 

I co not believe any thing was done in conſequence 
of the receipt of them, as Mr. Middleton was ſoon 
after relieved by Mr. Briſtow. —_—_ 

Have you not heard that the Rajah Bulbudder has 
been diſpoſſeſſed of his Zemindary by the Nabob Sujab 
ul Dowlah ? 


His adherents gave out fo ; but I cannot ſpeak as to 
the certainty of 1t. . 


+ 


Whether 


0 
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Whether a penſion, which had been paid by the 
Begum, continued to be regularly paid to the Rajah 
Bulbudder, after the reſumption of the Jaghires ? 

No, I believe it was not ſo—nor had he it from the 
Begum but by force—it was by threats that he got it: 
rather than have the country deſtroyed, ſhe gave him 
a ſmall penſion. vhs 

Whether, in conſequence of the reſumption of the 
Jaghires, a general diſcontent did not prevail through 
the country ? 

They certainly were very much diſcontented, from 
the change of government from the Begums to the 
Nabob. 26 

Whether the country in general were not diſcon- 
tented, and diſpoſed for rebellion ? 

In the diſtricts of Salone and Jace they were; theſe 
were the diſtrits that comprehended the Begums 
Jaghire, 

Were thev not ſo at Kyrabad ? 

I never was there. 

Were they not ſo in Baraich and Goruckpoor, 

I never was there. 

Have you heard, in the country of Oude, that com- 
plaints were made by the natives, of their being op- 
preſſed by Britiſh officers in the colleCtion of the revenue 
—thoſe officers who commanded the Nabob's forces ? 

In the diſtricts I was 1n, I do not recolle&t—]I cannot 
clarge my memory with any thing of that kind. 

Did you hear, at that time, any complaints made of 
oppreſſions which had been uſed in the collection of 
the revenue, by Britiſh officers, in the diſtricts of 
Baraich and Goruckpoor ? 

[ can only ſpeak as to hearſay—there were ſuch re- 
ports, but I know nothing about them. _ 

| Were they credited reports, or looſe rumours ? 
They were general converſations ; but what credit 
1s to be given to them, I cannot ſay. 

Did you not hear there were complaints made of 
the conduct of officers in the collection of the revenue 
In the Duabe? 

I do 
6 
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T do not recolle& that there were any officers in the 
receipt of colleCtions in the Duabe—what I underſtand 
by the Duabe, 1s the country between the Jumna and 
the Ganges. 

Did you hear any complaints there or thereabouts? 

No, I do not recolle&t hearing of any. 

Did you hear of the Nabob's defire of the reform 
or withdrawing of any of his regiments commanded by 
Britiſh officers, on account of miſcondut ? 

I do not recollect any thing of the kind at preſent. 

Do you know whether he defired the recal or reform 
of Major Oſhorn's battalion ? 

I 5 heard he did. 

Have you not heard that it was one obj et of the 
treaty of Chunar, to recal or reform thoſe battalions? 
| I do not recollett ever reading that trea 


Was the treaſure left by Sujah Dowlah in the Zenana, 


underſtood, by the country to be the private property 
of the Begums, or to belong to his ſucceſſor Aſoph ul 
Dowlah !? I 

As heir apparent, he had ſome little right to expet 
it; particularly when the Jaghire was granted to his 
mother. 

In 1782, was rhe country of Oude in a good ſtate of 
cultivation ? 

Some part of it was well cultivated, and others in- 
differently. 

Had it gone much to decay fince the death of Sujah 
Dowlah? 

Tt was not in ſo flouriſhing a ſtate as at the time of 
Stjah Dowlah's death. 


Had there-been a {evere drought 1 in 1780, 1781, or | 


1782. 
There had, 
Had not this contributed very much to the decay of 
cultivation * 
Undoubtedly it had. 
Did the Bow Begum, during Sujah Dowlah's life, 
act as treaſurer to him ? 
Not that I know of, 


V here 
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Where did Bulbudder, the Rajah of Salone, inhabit, 
| after he was diſpoſſeſſed of his Jaghire by Sujah 

Dowlah ? 

He wandered from place to place, and raiſed money 
in the different parts of the diſtrict; and he had no 
| fixed place of abode that I know of. 

What perſons had he under his command, that en- 
abled him ſo to do ? 

He had many refractory Zetnindars under him— 
Chine Sing, Buctar Sing, and Nundaham. 

Do you know by what means he obtained a tribute, 
or annual payment, from the Begum ? 

It was generally ſuppoſed that they did it by threats 
—that he would deſtroy the grain upon the ground it 
ſhe would not do it: bur I ſpeak only from hearſay, 
| as to that. 

At what times of the year did he uſually make his 
incurſions, and raiſe his contributions ? 

I found him in the country early in February, and 
he continued in it till the latrer end of May before I 
drove him out, and that was by force. 

Which are che harveſt months in that country : ? 

The month of March is the height of it. 

Do you know how Mr. Haſtings was attended in 
his journey from Calcutta to Benares, immediately be- 
fore the maſſacre of Cheyt Sing ? 

I do not; I was at that time in the Maratta country. 

Do you know how he was attended in his laſt Jour- 
ney from Calcutta to Lucknow, in 1784 ? 

I do not; I was at Bourapoor at that time. 


And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


To report a progreſs, &c., 
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COMMITTEE of the:whole Houſe on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and 
Miſdemeanors, preſented to the Houſe a- 
gainſt Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, late Go- 
vernor General of Bengal. 
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To the Correſpondence reſpeting the Princeſſes of Oude. i 


A AJOR GILPIN called in, and examined. 


{ Then ſeveral papers, purporting to be copies of 
letters, being the correſpondence before mention- 
ed, at the beginning of the examination of this 
witneſs, on Tueſday laſt, and which paſſed be- 
tween the witneſs and Mr. Middleton -the wit- 
neſs and Mr. Johnlon—and the witneſs and Mr. 
Briſtow, being ſhewn to the witneſs, he was 
alked, ] | 

Have you examined theſe papers, and do you find 

the ſame, there (tated to be copies of letters written 

and received by you, to be true and autheatic copies 
of the originals ? 


E, _ +I have 


I 
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have examined them, -and do admit them to be 


true and authentic copies; there 1s a remark in the 
papers, that there are three of my letters wanting, 
which three letters I have brought with me. 


And the ſame three letters were brought up to 
the table. 
And then the witneſs was direfted to with- 
_ draw. | 
'Then the ſaid copies and letters were read ; and 
are as follows : 


© To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad, 
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© Sir, | 
© The Begum's anſwer to the Nabob's letter, re- 
garding the payment of the balance ſtill due from 
her on the aſſignment in favour of the Honourable 
Company, being extremely inconcluſive and un- 
ſatisfactory, 1t 1s equally his Excellency's and my 
wiſh to take ſome more effectual means of bring- 
ing this long-impending and very unpleaſant 
buſineſs to an immediate 1fſue ; butl confeſs I am 
myſelf very much at a loſs what expedient I can 
with propriety adopt, which would be likely to. 
accompliſh this ſubje& :—Refſtraints might indeed 
be impoſed upon the Begum which would moſt 
aſſuredly compel her compliance ; but although 
the Nabob himſelf recommends it, it would be 
with very great reluctance I ſhould proceed to. 
ſuch violent extremities againſt a perſon in her 
circumſtances; nor could l ever think of it but as 
a laſt and indiſpenſable reſource : Her incendiary 
conduct, and notorious encouragement of the 
flames that were fpread by the late inſurrection at 


Benares, have juſtly forfeited every claim ſhe had 


to the prote&tion of our government, and might 
indeed juſtify a departure from that delicacy of 
conduct which would be otherwiſe her due, and 
which I have always invariably obſerved to her; 
but as that is not the ſubjeCt at preſent in diſcuſ- 
ſion between us, I do not mean that it ſhould in- 
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fluence my attions; my obje& is merely the re- 
covery of the aſſignment given upon her in favour 
of the Company, which, according to the laſt ac- 
count, adjuſted in the preſence of her own agents, 
2mounts to rupees 6,57,417. 13, 10; and I ſhall 


be happy if this can be effected without any fur- 


ther ſeverities. —It is now upwards of four months 
ſince the priſoners Bahar and Jewar Ally Cawn 


bound themſelves, by a writing under their re- 


ſpeftive ſeals, to make good the balance due upon 
the Nabob's payment, accepted in the firlt in- 
ſtance by themſelves, in the courſe of one month : 
Upon the faith of this obligation, and their ſolemn 
aſſurances, I conſented to their being relieved 
from their fetters, and myſelf left Fyzabad ; but 
near two months having elapſed without my hav- 
ing either received the expected payment, or any 
freſh aſſurances that I could depend upon, I was 
conſtrained to order them again into their former 
ſituation, in which they have ever ſince remained. 
© There can be no doubt that theſe men have the 
means of liquidating my demands upon the Be- 
gum, had they the inclination, ſince they notori= 
ouſly poſſeſs 1n truſt all the wealth of the Bhow 
Begum, or, which 1s the ſame thing, were the 
inſtruments of concealing it; and - when hard 
preſſed they pledged themlelves, in writing, to 
make good the Nabob's aſſignment in my favour, 
whether or not the Begum ſhould yield her affent 
toit; my demand, therefore, in the firſt inſtance, 
1s upon them. —For your information I ſend you 


encloſed authentic copies of their two ſeparate 


obligations, No. i. and No. 2, by which you 
will ſee their original acceptance of the aſſign- 
ment, and their ſubſequent agreement to diſ- 
charge the balance in one month after my depar- 
ture from Fyzabad; and to theſe I add a copy of 
a letter received yeſterday from the V1zier, au- 
thorizing and urging me to uſe every means in 
my power to enforce their compliance, 
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© T have therefore now to requeſt that you will, 
in perſon, attend the priſoners; and having cauſeq 
theſe papers to be read. and explained to them, 
that you demand from them immediately a poſi. 
tive anſwer, whether they will or will not make 
good the faid balance of 6,57,417. 13. 10; and 
upon receiving from them a negarive or unſatiſ. 
factory reply, you will inform them that all fur. 
ther negotiation being at an end, they muſt pre. 
are for their removal to Lucknow, where they 
will be called upon to anſwer, not only their re- 
cent breach of faith and ſolemn engagement, but 
alſo to atone, for other heavy offences, the puniſh- 
ment of which, as has frequently. been fignified to 
them, was in their power to have mitigated by a 
proper acquittal of themſelves in this tranſaCtion, 
You will pleaſe further to inform the Bhow Begum 
of theſe inſtruftions; and give her clearly to un- 
derſtand, that theſe proceedings againſt her agents, 
Bahar and Jewar Ally Cawn, will in no reſpec 
whatever effe& any claim upon her, which TI ſhall 
continue to proſecute by eyery means in my 
power, nor conſent to the removal of the troops 
« from Fyzabad as long as a ſingle rupee remains 
-c.-:qae, | 
__ © You will inform me, as ſoon as poſſible, of the 
< reſult of your demand upon the priſoners, and the 
-* conſequent intimation to the Begum; when 1 
© ſhall furniſh you with final inſtrutions for your 
. og | 
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conduct. 
© Lucknow, 1ſt June 1782. 


© (Signed) NATHE MIDDLETON. 


* To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, Reſident at the 
| © Court at Lucknow, 


2 || RELA RG 5 
© Agreeable to your inftruttionsT went to the pri- 


< foners Bahar and Jewar Ally Cawn, ACOOMPLARS 
C y 


[9-3 


by Hovlaſs Roy, who read the papers reſpeting 
« the | D ; {1.4 LCC LOW due, &c. &c. 


ba, 


© {1 1+-ral terms they expreſſed concern at not 
© bein” +,-r0 0 difchavice the ſame without the aſſiſt- 
© ance ne Begum, and requeſted indulgence to 


© ſend a meſſage to her on that ſubject, and in the 
© evening they would give an anſwer, 

©] went at the time appointed for the anſwer, 
but did not receive a farisfaftory one: In conſe- 
quence of which, I delired them to be ready, at 
the ſhorteſt notice, to proceed to Lucknow ; and 
explained to them every particular contained in 
your letter of the 1ſt inſtant reſpe&ing them. 

© Yeſterday morning I ſent for Lataffic Ally Cawn, 
© and deſired him to go to the Bhow Begum, and 
« deliver the ſubſtance of my inſtructions to her, 
© which he did, and returned with the encloſed let- 
« 
c 


Sa.  & @ a 


ter from her. From ſome circumſtances which 1 
have heard to-day, I am hopeful the priſoners 
© will ſoon think ſeriouſly of their removal, and pay 
© the balance, rather than ſubject themſelves to an 
* 1nconvonient journey to Lucknow. 
© I have the honour to be, 


| ot. 
_ © Fyzabad © Your moſt obedient 
* 5th June 1782, © humble ſervant, 
(Signed) M. GILUEPIN, 


« Major Com 8. 


"To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 
c.S1r; 


© ] have been favoured with your letter of the 5th 
© inſtant, informing me of the ſteps you had taken 
© in conſequence of my inſtructions of the 1ſt, and 
* covering a letter from the Bhow Begum, which i 15 
* fo unfatisfaQtory that I cannor think of returning 
Can anſwer to it. Indeed, as all correſpondence 
© between the Begum and me has long been ſtop- 

< ped, 
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© ped, I requeſt you will be pleaſed to inform her, 
© that I by no means wiſh to reſume it, or to main- 
© tain any friendly intercourſe with her, until ſhe 
< has made good my claim upon her for the balance 
< que. 

© ] have now, in conformity to my former inſtruc- 
© tions, to deſire that the two priſoners, Bahar and 


© Tewar Ally Cawn, may be immediately ſent under 


© 2 ſufficient guard to Lucknow, unleſs, upon your 
© imparting to them this intimation, either they or 
© the Begum ſhould actually pay the balance, or 
© give you ſuch aſſurances or ſecurity for the aflets, 
© to be immediately forth-coming, as you think can 
< be relied upon; in which caſe you will of courſe 
« ſuſpend the execution of this. order. 

< 1 wiſh you, Sir, to explain once more to the 
© priſoners the imprudence and folly of their con- 
© duct, 1n forcing me to a meaſure which muſt be at- 
© tended with conſequences ſo very ſerious to them ; 
© and that when once they are removed to Luck- 
© now, it will not be in my power to ſhew them 


© mercy, or to ſtand between them and the venge- 


© ance of the Nabob. Adviſe them to refle& ſeri- 


' © ouſly upon the unhappy ſituation in which they 


< will be involved in one caſe, and the relief whici, 
< jt will be in my power to procure them in the 
© other, and let them make their option ; but you 
© will be careful to convince them that this is the 
© laſt application which will be made to them. You 


_ © will inform the Begum of theſe inſtructions, 


<T have nothing more to add, but that I rely 
« greatly on your abilities and prudent management 
Pr a ſucceſsful iſſue to this buſineſs. You are al- 
© ready informed that my immediate objec is the 


© recovery of the balance due from the Begum, as 


« ſtated in my letter of the 1ſt inſtant ; and notwith- 
© ſtanding any order I may give you, I deſire you 
< will conſider yourſelf to poſſeſs a diſcretionary 
© power to deviate from them as local circumſtances 
© may require; and, 1n ſhort, to purſue, unreſtrift= 


«eld, ſuch meaſures as to your own judgment ſhall 


* appear 


Hs. = 


e appear beſt calculated to enſure the moſt certain and 
© ſpeedy accompliſhment of my object. 
© Lucknow, © I have, &c. 


©gJune1782. (Signed) NATHE MIDDLETON? 


©To N. Middleton, Eſquire, Reſident at ha Court 
© of Lucknow. 


/ 


© Sir, 
© Indiſpoſition prevented my replying to your let- 
© ter of the gth inſtant ſooner. | 
« I explained every circumſtance contained in 
© your letter to Bahar and Jewar Ally Cawn relative 
*to them; and as I could not draw a ſatisfactory 
© anſwer from them, I deſired they would be ready 
© to proceed to Lucknow on Monday morning the 
© 17th inſtant, and iſſued orders for a detachment 
©to be in readineſs to eſcort them. 
© Since which various meſſages and plans for the 
© payment of the balance were offered to me, both 
* by the Begum and the priſoners. 
© In all of which ſuch a length of time was re= 
* quired by the parties to diſcharge the ſame, that 
*I could not, conformable to your inſtruftions, at- 
© tend to them. 
© They urged my addrefling you on the ſubje&, 
© but I afſured them it was in vain; that I had al- 
© ready acquainted you they were to march on Mon- 
* day, conſequently it was not in my power to keep 
* them here any longer. 
© Yeſterday the priſoners requeſted to ſee me, 
© and in the evening I went to them. 
© They informed me that the Begum was very 
© deſirous to pay the balance, but ar preſent it was 
© not 1n her power to do 1t in money ; but that ſhe 
© would ranſack the Zenanah for kemcobs, filks, 
© muſlins, cloths, &c. &c. to that amount ; and 
© that ſhe would even admit of a deduction from 
© the annual allowance that would be made her for 


* ſubſiſtence in lieu of her jaghire. 
| 3 © I de- 
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© I deſired them to advert to the murmuring that 
© the ſale of articles on a former occaſion cauſed, 
© which they themſelves informed me of when I firſt | 
* demanded payment of the balance, and to the re- 
_ © ply I made them, which was, that a gem to-day 
© might be valued at 20,000 rupees, yet if it was 
© requiſite to turn 1t into caſh, it might not {ell 
* for half the ſum to-morrow; conſequently, it was 
© of no greater value in payment of that nature than 
© the ſum it actually ſold for. | 
< That I was ſure of the ſame circumſtance in the 
« preſent caſe, and therefore adviſed them to urge the 
n _ © Begum for payment in caſh before Monday. 
<1 am yet hopeful] that to-morrow will be a buſy 
© day. In the morning I ſhall ſend to know what 
< time of the day they will ſee me, that I may bring 
© the officer commanding the eſcort to take charge of 
. © them, which will probably have the deſired effect. 
© Fyzabad, © I have the honour, &c. 
© 45 Junei782. (Signed) ©* MARTIN GILPIN, 
ING < Major Coms®s.,” 


© To Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, Acts Reſident at the 
© 'Court at Lucknow. 
©. Sir, 
© Afrer the moſt urgent arguments, both to the , 
© Begum and the priſoners Bahar and Jewar Ally . 
* Cawn, for the payment of the balance, I found 
< 1t was 1n vain to expect. money from them, with- 
© out uſing ſevertities I was not 1impowered to inflict. | 


c 
* 1 therefore (conformable to Mr. Middleton's ; 
| © inſtructions) ordered the priſoners to proceed to IF . 
} © Lucknow, under a ſtrong guard of two hundred F} 
| © men, commanded by Lieutenant Crow, and they p 
| © marched from this on Tueſday the 18th inſtant, I] , 
| .© two cols out of town. 
* When they arrived at the ground, I wrote to 
© Lieutenant Crow, and deſired him to tell the pri- 
* ſoners, if they would pay the balance thar I would : 
* orcer them to return, and requeſted aan 
-” Pn 
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© plain the horrid ſituation A mult be in at Luck- 


© now, probably for life. 
« Lieutenant Crow could obtain no other :zaiwer, 


© than that 1t was not in their power to do 1:; bur * 


© they requeſted I would urge the Begum again for 


< payment, which I did, and had the following | 


© anſwer : 

«© Releaſe my jaghire and my cojahs, and then 
« I will ſell goods to that amount.” 

© Next.morning the priſoners marched to Beoaun 
© Gunge, when Lieutenant Crow begged them to 
« conſider their ſituation, and offer terms for: pay- 
© ment; that he would halt until he had an aniwer 
* from me; but they ſtill declared their inability. 

© I ſent again to the Begum, who returaed me 
© the ſame anſwer as before. 
© A ſpy (that I had placed over the priſoners, to 
attend to what meſſages might paſs berween them 
and the Begum) informed me, that on their arrival 
at Begum Gunge, they ſent to the Begum, de- 
firing her to conſider that their firuation grew 
more and more ſerious, and urged ſtrong argu- 
ments to induce her to pay the balance ; that if 
ſhe did not, they muſt at Lucknow divulge every 
ſecret to ſave themſelves. 
© From this meſſage I had hopes the bufineſs 
© would be ſettled, and I have waited in anxious 
© expectations of hearing from her all day. 
© The cojahs one day rold me, that if I would 
pitch the Begum's camp equipage, ani defire her 
to prepare for an immediate journey, in all pro- 
bability ſhe would pay the balznce due ; however, 
I would not venture to take a ſtep of that kind 
without your orders and authority, which, give 


Me. +. A 0... a 


© I have the honour to be, 
© OIr, 
© Your molt obedient humble ſervant, 
© Fyzabad, * (Signed) MARTIN GILEPIN, 


'20th June, 1782, * Major Com%.” 
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me leave to affure you, I ſhall be happy to re- 
ceive, and thar I will execute them with pleaſure, : 
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* rs Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad, 


« Sir, 


© | have received the hononr of your letter of 
the 20th. The priſoners arrived here this morn. 
ing; Lieutenant Crow has delivered them over to 
Captain Waugh, and returns to you in a day or 
two. 
© I'think their hint to you a very Ieoad one, and 
worth tmproving upon ; was the Bhow Begum to 
think that ſhe muſt go to Allahabad, or any other 
place, while her palace 1s ſearched for the hid- 
den treaſure of the late Vizier, it might go fur- 
ther than any other ſtep that can be immediatel 
taken towards procuring -payment of the balance 
outſtanding. 
© The priſoners are to be threatened with ſeveri- 
ties to-morrow, to make them diſcover where the 
balance may be procurable, the fear of which may 
poſſibly have a good effect; and the apprehenſions 
of the Begum, leſt they ſhould diſcover the hidden 
treaſure, may induce her to make you tenders of 
payment, which you may give any reaſonable en- 
couragement to promote that may occur to you. 
* The jaghire cannot be releaſed ro her on any 
other terms, nor even to the Nabob, until rhe five 
lacks for which 1t was granted be paid up ; and 
the priſoners mult alſo be detained until the full 
5 lacks be liquidated ; conſequently, nothing 
but the fear of an increaſe of demand upon breach 
of the firſt enzagement on her part will induce 
her to prompt payment. 


Lucknow, © I have, &c, 


24th June, 1782, © (Signed) R. JOHNSON. 
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© To Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, Reſident at the Court 
© of Lucknow. . 


C-SIF. 

© This morning I deſired my Commandant would 

© ſend for one of the Begum's. cojahs, and enquire 

after her health ; that I had ſuppoſed ſhe had for- 

got that I was here, and the buſineſs I was order- 

ed upon, by not hearing from her ſince the pri- 
ſoners went away. 

« I defired him at the ſame time to enquire what 
* camp equipage and carriage ſhe had for it; and 
« Judging the cojah would enquire. the cauſe of ſuch 
© a queſtion, I prepared him with a ſuitable anſwer, 

© The cojah took the alarm as I wiſhed, and de- 
fired to know the reaſon of ſuch enquiry : The 
commandant (of whoſe fidelity I have had long 
experience) replied, © I do not know; I was with 
the Major this morning, when he Teceived an 
expreſs from Lucknow, and: afrer reading his 
letters, he deſired me to make enquiry about the 

Begum's camp equipage, &c. and he only added, 
however diſagreeable orders might be, 1t was his 
duty to obey them.” 

* This evening the ſaid cojah came to me, and tald 
* me, if I was at leiſure in the morning, he would 
© be glad to ſpeak with me. 

* From Shi I hould imagine ſhe has alſo taken 
the alarm; and I acquaint you with the particu- 
lars, that ſhould you think a hint to Bahar Ally 
Cawn requiſite (from whom ſhe has accounts daily ) 
that orders were ſent to me reſpecting the Begum, j 
ir might at this juncture increaſe her fears, and 

. bring 1 matters to a ſpeedy iſTue, 
© ] have the honour to be, 
* Os 
* © Fyzabad, © Your moſt obed: humble ſervant, 
© 27th June, 1782. © (Signed) MARTIN GILPIN, 
" __ « Major Com#.” 
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© To Mxor Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad, 


< Sir; Wy 
© I received the honour of your letter of the 25th 
© ultim®; ſincerely hope your endeavours at Fyza- 
© bad may meet with ſome ſucceſs, as mine here 
© with the priſoners promiſe very little. 
© If nothing elſe will do, recourſe muſt be had 
© (for which I have the Nabob's ſanCtion) to putting 
© a gvard upon the palace gates of the elder Begum, 
© and ſtraitening the entrance of proviſions for a 
© day or two, taking care that no real injury be 
* ſuffered, only endeavouring to alarm by every 
© poſſible means. 
* Lucknow, © I have, &c. 
= 4th July, 1782, © (Signed) R. JOHNSON! 


* To Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, Reſident at the Court 
OT! __ at Lucknow. 


© Sir, 

. © To give you a relation of every letter and mel- 
* ſage that has paſſed between the Begum and me 
© fince my letter of the 27th ultimo, would be in- 
© truding on your time to little or no purpoſe. 

1 | © It is however neceffary to aſſure you, that I have 
© done and ſaid every thing that imagination could 
© 1nvent or ſuggeſt to induce her to pay the balance. 
* One day ſhe giyes me reaſon to expect a recon- 
* ciliation and payment, the next ſhe expreſſes her 
poverty and inability without her Jaghire to mort- 
gage for it. | 
© In jhort, ſhe is the moſt obdurate of her ſex; 
© and I fear | muſt poſt a company of Sepoys at the 
old Lady's gate to-morrow, conformable to your 
letter of the 24th inſtant. Ex 
© She has been fo told, that I have the orders by 
| me to remove her, and ſhe declares ſhe will put an 
l! "4 | © end 
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« end to her exiſtence rather than ſuffer it ; but theſe 
© are words of courſe in her ſituation. 

© The old Lady has offered me one lack of ru- 
< pees to ſend for the priſoners, to be paid in twenty- 
* four hours after their arrival at this place, 

© I have the honour to be, 

ne 6 SIf,. 

© Fyzabad, © Your moſt obed* humble Servant, 
© 6th July, 1782. © (Signed) M. GILPIN, 

© Myjor Com,” 
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© To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 


© Sir, 
© ] am honoured with your letter of the 6th. The 
© lack of rupees offered by the Begum, would be of 
© little conſequence, if paid upon condition of the 
« reſtoration of the priſoners, through whom alone 
© the whole balance can be obtained, if it 1s obtain- 
* able. Unleſs therefore they will pay it without 
© ſuch condition annexed, the negotiation 1s fruitleſs, 
© I have this day ſent the pritoners word, that as 
© they perſiſt in declaring that they know of no - 
* ſecreted or depoſited treaſure in the hands of the 
© Bow Begum, excepting that which they have'paid 
© to the Company; and further, that they poſſeſs no 
* means of liquidating the balance, which were the 
* only purpoſes for which I brought them from 
* Fyzabad, and for the fulfilment of which I would 
- © have interceded for the remiſſion of their crimes 
< 
« 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 


againſt the Company : but this being now over by 
their obſtinacy, I ſhould now ſend them to Chunar 
Gur, of which I gave them four days notice; that 
* as they were now about to be ſeparated for ever 
from their principals, they might have no oppor- 
© tunity of communicating oo them whatever they 
" might have to ſay on ſuch an occaſion. 
M © This meſſage I now make you acquainted with, 
p * that you may mention their departure from Wks 
1 | c or 
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© for Chunar in the ſame light to the Begum. It 
poſſibly may have more effect than any reſtraint 
upon their palaces at Fyzabad ; for if they would 
give one lack to have them returned to Fyzabad, 
they may poſſibly give the 6; to ſave them from a 
final ſeparation. 
© The preciſe terms upon which they offered the 
© lack I do not clearly underſtand from your letter ; 
© whether they would give it merely to have their 
© priſon at Fyzabad inſtead of Lucknow, or whether 
© any fort of enlargement 1s underſtood by it. In 
< your future letters, when you mention the Begums, 
© I ſhall be obliged to you to diſtinguiſh them by 
< the appellation of the Bow Begum and the elder 
© Begum ; the firſt is the wife of Sujah ul Dowla, 
© the latter his mother. 
© I have, &c. 
© Lucknow, © (Signed) R. JOHNSON. 
© gth July, 1782. | | 
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© To Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, Reſident at the Court 
at Lucknow. 


© Sir, 
© Finding every effort to obtain the balance from 
© the Bow Begum fruitleſs, I reſolved on poſting a 
© Grenadier company at the gate of the elder Be- 
* gum's palace, agreeable to the tenor of, your letter 
© of the 4th inſtant, which I did on the gth in the 
* morning, but gave them no other orders than to 
© maintain their poſt in caſe of any oppoſition, and 
© not ſuffer armed men to enter the palace. 
© About an hour after I had a meſſage from the 
_ © elder Begum, deſiring me to go there, which I 
©£ did immediately. 
© ] was conducted into a little room, ſome diſ- 
© tance from the houſe, where I ſtayed about fix 
© hours, endeavouring to adjuſt matters with the 
© Cojahs [the conveyancers of our ſeveral meſſages] 


ow but returned without coming to any agreement. 
All 


c 


c 


” 
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© All next day was ſpent in the ſame manner; 
but in the evening the Bow Begum came to the 
following agreement : _ 

© That I ſhould write for the priſoners Bahar and 


Jewar Ally Cawn to be ſent back to Fyzabad. 


© That immediately on, their arrival ſhe would 
deliver up all the ready caſh ſhe had, towards the 


. apnea of the [ix lacks and a halt. 


FE 


c 


c 


c 


* That what remained deficient, goods ſhould be 
ſold to make good the ſame as ſoon-as poſſible. 


© That Mr. Johnſon ſhould nominate an agent, 
who, with Bahar Ally Cawn, ſhould attend the 


ſales, or receive the tidy in payment by their 
approvement. 
© Thar ſhe agreed to deliver yp every thing va- 
luable in her poſſeſſion, to make good the 1ame, 
which Bahar Ally Cawn only could come at. 
© That the guard ſhould be withdrawn, until Mr. 
Johnſon's anſwer was obtained. 
© That the priſoners were (when the balance was 
paid) to be enlarged. 

© In confequence of theſe propoſals I withdrew 
the guard laſt night about ten o'clock. 


© I haveevery reaſon to believe the Bhow Begum 


will ſtand to this; and, from every information, I 
do not believe we could come to a more Ipeedy 
concluſion of this buſineſs. 
© Soon after I had withdrawn the wijard, I receiv=- 
ed your letter of the gth, and communicated the 
contents to the Cojahs, which will certainly have 
a good effect. 
© Jt was the elder Begum that offered the lack-of 
rupees to be paid: for the priſoners being returned 
to this place, but 1t was to be conſidered' in part 
payment of the ſix lacks and a half, 

© I have the honour to be, 

7-17 
« Fyzabad, . © Your molt obed: humble ſervant, 
ith July, 1782, © (Signed) M, GILPIN. 
* Major Commanding.” 


«© Major 
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* Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad, 


© Sir, 


.. © ] am honoured with your letter of the 11th. [ 


. 
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have no objeftion to the Begum's propoſals for 
liquidating her engagements, than that they are 
indefinite in period, and -in ſome meaſure as to 
the means ſhe 1s willing to declare in her poſle(- 
fion for the balance, and that there is no ſort of 
hold or ſecurity for the performance, beyond what 
I have poſſeſſed theſe fix months paſt in vain—her 


agreement, {ſigned and ſealed.  -- 


© 1 therefore requeſt you will deliver her the fol- 
lowing anfwer :—That if promiſes or agreements, 


-without other ſecurity, were of any value, the 


preſent trouble- and vexation ſhe ſubmits to, and 


has brought upon herſelf, would have had no 


exiſtence; of courſe, that before I can in any 
ſhape alter my plan of prefling, by every means 
in my power, the payment of the balance, ſhe 
muſt produce ſome reſponſible ſecurity, which is 
always attainable by a depoſite of the caſh and 
goeds in the hands of ſome truſt-worthy Shroff, 


or other conſiderable perſon, who may thereby 


be induced to become reſponſible for the pay- 
ment. NO 
© This done to my ſatisfa&tion, and a time fixed 
for the final diſpoſal, at profit or lofs, of the goods, 
I am willing immediately ta agree to and complete 
every other requiſition which ſhe has made through 
you; | 
6. I before underſtood that the lack offered was in 
part payment of the balance; all 1 meant to aſk, 
whether the Eunuchs were claimed to be enlarged 
upon 1t,. or only to be returned priſoners to Fyza- 
bad ? If the latter 1s the caſe, and thar the elder 
Begum wi/Fpay one lack, and that at the ſame 
time their prefence ſhall appear abſolutely necel- 
ſary to take out- or diſpoſe of the goods, &c. 1 
will of courſe accept this lack, which upon this 
© footing, 


, WS] 
* footing, in a two-fold light, muſt accelerate the 
© buſineſs. 

© I ſuppoſe you have learnt nothing further of the 
© effect upon the Bhow Begum, of the threat of ſend- 
< ing the Eunuchs to Chunar. 

© Lucknow, £ #9? &Cc. 
© 17th July; 19782. © (Stgned) R. JOHNSON. , 


c (®) To Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, Reſident at the 
© Covrt at Lucknow. 


« Sir, 

© On receipt of your letter, I ſent to acquaint 
the Bhow Begum that you had agreed to the ſe- 
veral articles propoſed by her, and that I requeſt- 
ed ſhe would either make the depoſits, pay the 
balance, or give the ſecurity you required for the | 
ſame. 
_ © In reply to which ſhe told me ſhe could do no- 
© thing until the Cojahs were releaſed, and the 
C Jaghite returned to her :—l urged every argument 
© in my power to get her to ſtand to the former 
© agreement ; but her final anſwer i is, © Releaſe my 
« priſoners, and my Jaghire, and the ſix lacks and 
© a half ſhall be immediately paid.” 

© From theſe crrcumftances, and being confirm- 
ed 1n opinion thar ſhe never would ſtand to any 
other agreement, I ordered (this morning) two 
companies of Sepoys to take poſt at the Begum's 
cate, as before : —Lieutenant Crow, who com- 
manded the party, took polt at the gate ; but they 
preſented at him, and told him they would fire if 
he advanced further :—Lientenant Crow, ſeeing 
a very numerous body of armed men within the 
walls, adviſed me of ir, and defired an immediate 
reinforcement; on which 1 ordered one gun, and 
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© the whole of my ſecond battalion to take poſt with 
© Lieutenant Crow ; which they did accordingly, 
 * The number of armed men in the elder Begum's 
© palace, and the city being alſo in arms, I made a 
requiſition for one of Major Buchannon's batta- 
lion (which croſſed the Gogorah this moraing) to 
reinforce the ſecond battalion, which he readily 
complied with. 

© Situation and circumſtances (too tedious at pre- 
© ſent to relate) made it alſo neceſſary for Major 
© Buchannon to march into the Fort with his-other 
*. battalion, on account of the caſh he had in'the 


* Rumnah, which might, in caſe of extremities, 
© be loſt. Ws | | 
© | have now to requeſt your orders reſpeting my 
future proceedings, for I fear ſhe never will agree 
to any other terms than as aboye. Re 
© Should her forces attack the guards round the 
elder Begum's palace, muſt I enter the ſame, and 
extirpate them to a man ? | 
© In caſe ſhe will not come to any alteration of 
© terms, am I to withdraw the guard, or not? - 
© 1 ſhall keep poſſeſſion of what I have until I 
© hear from you, which I requeſt may be as foon as 
© poſſible; but if they do fire, we muſt enter the 
© palace walls in ſelf-defence, or give up the ob- 
* je, which I imagine you never will do. 
© Both Begums agree to go..out of the palace, 
and ſuffer the ſame to be ſearched by me, and to 
take whatever I may find towards the payment of 
the ſix lacks and a half. After ſearching one pa- 
lace, the ſame may be done by the Bhow Begum 
* in the Fort: The propoſal 1s fair, and might 
«* probably turn out advantageouſly, _ 
« 1 am, Sir, 
© Your moſt obedient, 
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© Fyzabad, * humble ſervant, | 
© 21ſt ſuly, *< MARTIN GILPIN, 
© & paſt 3 o'clock, P.M. * Major Com*s.” 
| bh. 178 2, 
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< To Major Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 


«SIC; 

© 1] am juſt. honoured with a letter from you, 
without date, informing me that the Bhow Begum 
now demands the releaſe of her Jaghire, and of _ 
the priſoners, as preliminaries to the final adjuſt- 
ment of the ready money balance due from her. 
Her altering her terms as ſoon as ſhe perceived 
any appearance of ſmoothing her own propoſals, 
proves the neceſſity of my caution in not truſting 
implicitly to her promiſes, and requiring ſome 
ſecurity for performance upon her behalf, previ- 
ous to the accompliſhment on my ide of her 
claims. However, all negotiations ſeem now out 
of the queſtion, by the preſent new demand of the 
previous releaſe of her Jaghire : She and her a- 
gents made ſo bad a ule of the power and force 
ſhe poſſeſſed with the Jaghires during the late 
troubles, to the almoſt total ſubverſion of the 
Nabob's government, joined with 1o glaring an 
oppoſition to the Engliſh intereſt, that neither 
party can ever again conſent to her being replaced 
in ſo dangerous a lituation. 

© This claim, therefore, 1s admiſſible in no ex- 
tremity ; incependent of which the Jaghire is the 
only real ſecurity I poſſeſs tor the certain collec- 
tion, although 1n a dilatory mode, of the 6 £ laci 
due upon the ready money payment, and al »f 
three lack and a'halt upon a ſeparate order of hve 
lacks, payable from the relumed jaghire, and tle 
poileſſion of the prifoners and palace arc fortuc 
ſccurities——Was I voluntarily to relingquifh eſe, 
in exchange for ſore more papers or worus ** the 
Bhow Begum's, I ſhould moiſt certainly thro\' the 
Company' s aſignments 1nco a riſk that ] conjd ne- 
ver anſwer ; and it is very Jittle thort of certatty, 
that 10 lacks of the Company's balance would by 
ſuch proceeding be irrecoverably loft. To chete 
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* preliminaries, therefore, I can by no means aſſent ; 
© and if no ready money 1s to be procured from the 
* Bhow Begum, or her agents, I muſt be ſatisfied to 
© remain in poſſeſſion of the palace, priſoners, and 
* jaghire, and continue collecting by degrees that 
* which cannot be more ſpeedily acquired. 
# With regard to threats of reſiſtance, they muſt 
F (as far as I may be able to judge at this diſtance) 
* conſiſt in mere ſhew; if they did not think fit to 
* reſiſt when they had between 7 and 10,000 armed 
* men aſſembled, and we not yet in poſſeſſion of the 
* palace and avenues, there 1s very little probability 
© of their attempting it when we are in full occupa- 
« tion of the town, fort, and every poſt in it, and 
© no armed force on their fide but what 1s within 
* their garden walls, which certainly cannot be ma- 
* ny, as it has been one conſtant objett of the regi- 
© ment, ſince 1ts poſſeſſion of the town, to prevent 
© the accumulation of armed men in or near the 
< town, Inſuch a ſituation, it would be more than 
© madneſs were they to attempt the attack of four 
© battalions; nor could the attack, if ſucceeded i in, 
© be of any benefit to them. - 
© The propoſal of evacuating one place, and hav- 
© 1ng it ſearched, and then evacuating the next upon 
< the ſame principle, 1s apparently fair. —But it is 
© well known, in the firſt place, that ſunk, bricked 
* up, or otherwiſe, hidden treaſure 1s not to be hit 
* upon 1n a day, without ſome guide. I have, there- 
* fore, informed the Nabob of this propoſal; and, if 
* the matter 1s to be reduced to a ſearch, he will go" 
* himſelf with ſuch people as he may poſleſs for in- 
& formation, together with the priſoners; and when 
< in poſſefion of the ground, by puniſhing the pri- 
s Doners, or by ſuch other means as he may find moſt 
« effectual to forward a ſucceſsful ſearch upon the 
* ſpot, he will avail himſelf of the propoſal made 
F by the Bhow Begum. 
© In reply to the two queſtions you ſtate, firſt, 
* Should her forces attack the guard round the el- 
cc acr 
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ee der Begum' $ palace, muſt I enter and extirpate 
« them to a man?” And ſecondly, © It ſhe will 
« not come to any alteration of terms, aml to with- 
« draw the guard or not?” 
© To both theſe I need only obſerve, That the as 
© ject of diftreſling the Bhow Begum, by a guard 
< upon her palace gate, 1s merely t to obtain a ready 
© money payment from her of a balance due upan 
© an accepted aſſignment of the Nabob's upon his 
© late father's treaſure. But this ready money, if not 
© paid, 1s recoverable in the courſe of a few months 
© upon the jaghire in my poſſeſſion. It 1s therefore 
* not worth proceeding to any extremities beyond 
© the one deſcribed, upon ſo reſpectable a tamily. 
© But in ſupport of the order, if the fervants of the 
© Bhow Begum, or any other, attempt to drive off 
< your guard, they muſt of courſe be ſupported in 
* their Rations, and the affailants puniſhed, repelled, 
* and purſued, if they take any road but the inner 
* parts of the palace. Theſe muſt remain ſacred ; 
* and nothing can warrant any entrance into them 
* while we are at peace with the Nabob Vizier, and 
* only mean to inforce a ſpeedy, inſtead of a dilato 
_ © payment. The aſſailants may entirely be repell- 
* ed, and the poſt maintained without purſuing with- 
* 1n the walls, unleſs the poſt 1s totally commanded 
© by embraſures through a parapet behind the walls. 
: I this caſe, and they avail themſelves of their co- 
© ver to fire upon the guard, 1t is adviſeable to take 
© 4 more diſtant and covered ſtation, ſo as to diſtreſs 
© acceſs to and egreſs from the palace, which will 
© anſwer every purpoſe required, I muſt repear, 
© that no extremity can warrant a forcible, or other 
© entrance, into the palace, under the circumſtances 
© that cauſe the ſtationing a regiment at Fyzabad, 
© which are merely to retain the fort, and to teaze 
* the Bhow Begum, if poſſible, into payment. And 
* unleſs, after the above explanations, you deem the 
© preſence of the 23d regiment abſolutely and indiſ- 
* penſably necellary to tupport your guard, be pleal- 
"F< 


$4 7] 
© ed, upon receipt of this, not to delay its march 

_ © into the provinces. 
< Lucknow, + £SI have, &c. 
© 52 July, 1782. (Signed) *R. JOHNSON- 


c (®) To Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, Reſident at the 
Court at Lucknow. 


© Sir, 
© The ſituation of affairs all day yeſterday was 
© very precarious, fo much fo, that by the encreaſe 
_ © of troops in the city, I every moment expected 
© the {erious ſcene to open. 
© The Bhow Begum ſent no meſſage all the day, 
© which confirmed me in opinion ſhe meant an im- 
* mediate attack ; and in conſequence I was pre- 
< pared 1n every reſpe&, and gave the neceſfary in- 
© ſkructions to every polt and party. 
* Early 1n the evening, the Bhow Begum ſent to 
© regueit I would ſend my Commandant to her, 
* which I readily complied with, but told him to 
© tel] her, © That aſſembling ſuch a numerous force 
* in the town was needleſs; that I had given orders, 
© in caſe of a ſingle ſhot from them, to enter” the 
© palace, and put to death every man in arms ; that 
* the Banaraſs maſſacre was ſtill freſh in the minds 
* of the officers and ſepoys ; and that, notwithſtand- 
* ing the orders I had given to ſpare women and 
© children, I could not expect much delicacy would 
© be obſerved, if once they entered ; I therefore re- 
© commended her to conſider the critical ſituation, 
© and come to terms.” 
«* She gave me every aſſurance that fhe wiſhed for 
« peace and quietneſs, but infinuated as much, that |; 
© ſhe was not abſolutely miſtreſs of her own con- 
* duct: and I have reaſon to ſuppoſe the elder Be- 
* gum was very deſirous and anxious to begin an 
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© engagement ; nay, I am convinced, by various 
© corroborating circumſtances, that ſhe was refolute= 
«ly bent, and firmly reſolved, to die as ſhe had 
"© lived, in a rebellious blaze. 
© However, about 12 o'clock at night the Bhow 
© Begum agreed to give up every thing ſhe had, to 


© be ' diſpoſed of for the payment of the balance 


© due, but that ſhe could not get at the jewels and 
© other valuable goods, until the arrival of the pri- 
© ſoners Bahar and Jewar Ally Cawn; that as ſoon 
© as they arrived the things ſhould be depolited. 

© It 1s alfo, I believe, certain, that ſhe never will 
© agree to any other terms while ſhe remains under 
© the roof of the elder Begum. | 

© Finding it was abſolutely impoſſible to keep 
* much longer from a general engagement, and not 
© having orders to ſtorm the palace, or diſarm the 
© troops (which, by the bye, would have been a 
© bloody ſcene) I accepted thoſe terms, and with- 


* drew the guards, at the requeſt of the Begum ; 


cand I now wait your inſtructions and reply to my 
© letter of the 21ſt. 

© I have further to add, that ſhe has confirmed the 
© agreement by letter this morning, aſſuring me, be 
* the canſequences what they will, ſhe has no other 
* mode of payment; at the ſame time ſhe expreſſes 
* much ſatisfaction that this diſagreeable bulinets 1s 
*{o near adjuſted. 

* The twenty-third regiment has by this been de- 
* tained only one day, as Major Buchannon could 
* not poſſibly have marched betore the twenty-fourth, 
* he will now march from this the 25th. 

© I have the honour to be, 


* 3-7; 
© Your molt obedient, 
* Fyzabad, © humble ſervant, 
'23d July, 13782, . © MARTIN GILPIN, 


* Major Commanding.” 


® 
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* To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad, 


< Sif, 3h 

© ] am honoured with your letter of the 23d, and 

© am much concerned that you did not wait the an- 

© ſwer to your firſt letter, before you withdrew the 
- © reſtraint placed upon the Begum, with ſo fucceſs- 
< ful an appearance. You promiſed in your letter 
© of the 211t to hold what you had got, and to re- 

© main as you were; had you abided by this engage- 
© ment, you would have found, by my ſubſequent 
« private letter, written the day after my reply to 

; © your expreſs of the 21ſt, the certain ſucceſs of the 
' © plan which now is thrown further back than ever; 
- © for, if I underſtand your laſt, an unlimited amount 
© are to be delivered up, with a poſitive agreement 
'© to releaſe the priſoners ; whereas, before this laſt 
«© effort on our fide (in which I do not learn that 
* the ſame ſtation was occupied that was poſſeſſed 

© on the firſt reſtraint upon the palace gate) the el- 
-< der Begum offered one lack 1n part payment, for 
© only transferring the priſoners; and afterwards, 
'© upon ſurrounding the palace, the Bhow Begum 
© offered one halt of the money down, and the re- 

© mainder in goods (much preferable to the preſent 

< affer) which was refuſed, becauſe ſhe would give 
no fecurity for the performance of her offer, 
to obtain which you placed the ſecond reſtraint; 
and have now withdrawn them upon leſs favourable 
terms, and what we poſſeſſed in hand from the 
reſult of the firſt reſtraint, and this at a time when 
you had double the force, one half of which might 
have ſcoured the town of any armed force it could 
contain, while the remainder could ſcarcely fail of 
maintaining its poſt uninterrupredly reund the 
palace.. From the ſteps of compliance immedi- 
ately adopted by the Begum in her overtures to 
the Shroffs at Lucknow, it 1s ſelf-evident (in ad- 
* dition to the conviction of her ability, and other 
4 © arguments 
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arguments hazarded in my Iaſt) that ſhe could 
never mean to attempr an attack upon your poſt. 
—But, dropping all uſeleſs diſcuſſion upon what 
is paſt, and of courſe remedileſs, I mult apply to 
her offer through you, upon which you have now 
withdrawn the guard ; it is this, That if I refuſed 
the former advantageous tenders for want of ſome 
ſecurity, I ſtill more poſitively reje&t this, which 
1s neither ſo advantageous, and equally unaccom- 
panied with the leaſt ſhadow of ſecurity, and bur- 
 thened with a demand of releaſing her agents as 
ſoon as what ſhe may chuſe to depoſit ſhall be de- 
clared. This, as the Begum has dropped her firſt 
terms, I now refuſe to agree to, as I ought to have 
done then, when propoſed as a condition upon*the 
payment: I always faid, that if through their 
means the Company's balance could be liquidated, 
it would give me an opening to recommend them 
to lenity, and an eaſy diſcharge from the crimes 
they ſtand accuſed of; but to ſtipulate ſuch an ex- 
_ change, would be indecent on my behalf, a cir- 
cumſtance I had not before ſufficiently weighed, 
but which I have now an opportunity to eſtabliſh. 
Upon the whole, therefore, the following is the 

only line for you to follow now: Firſt, to prohibit 
throughout the town any armed men appearing in 
the ſtreets; and after due notice given, ta order 
conſtant patroles to execute it, and in cade the re- 
oulation- is not ſpeedily: and ſtrictly obeyed, to 
make example of the firſt offenders ; next to eſta- 
* bliſh ſuch' poſts, at ſuch diſtances, as you ſhall 
deem practicable and tenable to a certainty, round 
the palace, through which whoever ſhall pleaſe 
may paſs from the palace, but none return within 
ir. Thus gradually, once more, for a third time, 
re-eſtabliſhing the firſt reſtraint, and remaining in 
| that paſition, whatever may be the reſult of it 
(unleſs that if immediate full payment or full ſe- 
 curity, without reſtriftions and ſtipulations on our. 
ſide) until the guards ſhall be ordered off. « My 
Fs METTRS this flow and quiet method 
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is founded merely upon your information of the 
violent intention of the elder Begum, which ſhe 
will have no opportunity of carrying far by this 
mode, as the forces within' the palace cannot, or 
ought not, to be conſiderable, for the reaſons af. 
ſigned in my laſt, founded upon the neceſſary pre. 
cautions, that I cannot doubt has been obſerved to 
prevent armed men going into the palace. 

© I ſhall have no objections to transfer the con. 
finement of the priſoners to your camp at Fyzabad, 
when the Begum may return to any terms that can 
be accepted, as I know their preſence there may 
be of uſe, although I alſo know that their being 
here is great ſubject of alarm to the Bhow Begum, 
© But | repeat, that ſhould you again be able to 
re-eſtabliſh yourlſelt, as I hope, without any ſtrug- 
gle, which you muſt ſee, from this and my laſt, 
how much I wiſh to avoid, that you upon no ac- 
count withdraw until the propoſals ſhall have been 
referred, and time given for an anſwer from hence, 
unlefs in the caſe of full unconditional ſubmiſſion 
and compliance from the Begum. 

© It 1s not rational to ſuppoſe that ſhe will long 
ſubmit to troubleſome reſtraint, poſſeſſing the 
means, as I know ſhe does, for releaſing herlelt; I 
therefore place great reliance upon the effect of 
your fulfilling the ſpirit of theſe directions. The 
letter muſt depend upon circumſtances, . and your 
own diſcretion, 
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© I have, &c. 
* Luckrow, * (Signed) R. JOHNSON. 
25th July, 1782. 


c (*) To Richard Johnſon, Eſq; Reſident at Lucknow, 


© Dear Sir, 
© T have to acknowledge the receipt of your let- 
* tcr of the 31ſt ult*, which makes it requiſite for 


(f) This 1s one of the letters produced by the witneſs. 
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« me to point out clearly to you the impraticabiliry 


« of maintaining the poſt at the elder Begum's gate, 


© in the mode you preſcribe in your letter of the 
© 224 ult?. | 

< The elder Begum had aſſembled not leſs than 
© four thouſand men in the city, beſides the whole 
© country was in motion to her aſſiſtance, Wirth 
© fuch a force was it poſſible for the detachment to 
* maintain the poſt at the gate, if they were not 


© {uffered to enter the ſame when fired upon, and 


* put the whole to death? _ | | INE 
* Can 1t be ſuppoſed that officers and-men will 
* ſtand tamely in a ſtreet when fired on, through 
* windows, doors, loopholes, &c. &c. which ſur- 
© round and command them, without exerting every 
* ability to deſtroy that ſecreted enemy ?. and can it 
© alſo be ſuppoſed that when fired upon, they will 
© ſhamefully retreat, under the ſcandalous appellation 
© of cowardly fellows ? Epithets that might have 
© been too juſtly applied by the Begum's people, 
© had the attempt been made, and God forbid that 
© I ſhall ever live to hear ſo ſcandalous a reflection 
© thrown out on the corps I command.—I have had 
* the honour to ſerve my king and country near 
* twenty-four years, with the conſtant approbation 
© of my ſuperiors; and can it be ſuppoſed, after ſuch 
© a length of ſervice, that I wanted wantonly to throw 
© away a reputation I have ſo long laboured to ob- 
© tain? which muſt inevitably have been the caſe in 
« the eyes of every military man, had the detach- 
© ment been ordered by me to retire to a more diſ- 
* tant poſt when fired upon, as you preſcribe ?— 
© What did the Governor General ſay of the attack 
© of Ramnagur, by the late Captain Mayaftre ? and 
* did not the whole world condema Lieutenants 
© Stalkers, Scott and Symes, for not putting Cheyt 
© Sing to inſtant death when the attack was made on 
* the guard ? 
© Theſe were circumſtances that required due at=- 
© tention on My-part, and I do aifure you, it did not 
HH 2 * appear 
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* appear poſſible to have continued that guard an 
© hour longer without an attack from them, the con- 
© ſequence of which would, in all probability, have 
© beett a more ſerious rebellion than that of Cheyt 
© Sing's was, yet not in any reſpect fatal to this de- 
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© tachment, for the orders I had given almoſt, en. 
© ſured ſucceſs, in caſe of an attack. 
© Situation and circumſtances (viſible to every per- 
© ſon here) made it requiſite to withdraw the guard 
'© the moment the Begum requeſted it, unleſs my or- 
- © ders for extirpating every man in arms had been 
© clear and poſitive, and which, from the tenor of 
© your letter, I never could expect to receive, as you 
fay, it is not worth proceeding to extremities 
« with ſo reſpefable a family, &c.”—I am very 
_ © happy, the thirty-third regiment was here, and 
* particularly fo, that Major Buchannon command- 
© ing it, whoſe length of ſervice and ſteady condu& 
' © has met with general applauſe—his ſentiments and 
* mine coincided in every particular. 
© ] have now to anſwer your letter of the 31ft, 
wherein you diſapprove of my withdrawing the 
guard; a circumſtance that you imagine has cauſed 
the total failure of this buſineſs, —In reply to 
which, - give me leave to obſerve, that the only 
mode of paying the balance, without going to ex- 
tremities, is, in iny humble opinion, by that agree- 
ment to all appearance made permanent. 
© She has promiſed, in the moſt ſacred manner, 
to deliver up the caſh, jewels, &c. that ſhe has in 
her poſſeſſion to make good the ſame. 
© Should ſhe nor ſtand to this agreement, my. 
promiſe to her of viſiting the elder Begum is 
void, and ſhe of courſe becomes a ſtate priſoner in 
the fort, where every reſtraint that may be judged 
requiſite can be more ealily enforced, than if- ſhe 
was at the elder Begum's in the city. . I have now 
to. requeit, ſince you have diſapproved of the 
agreement which appearcd to me the moſt eligible 
and fecure, that you will draw up the terms which 
© are 
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are to be accepted of, and every exertion in my 


power ſhall be made to obtain them. 
© I] am, dear Sir, 
© Fyzabad, * Yourobedient humble ſervant, 


« 2d Auguſt, 1782. * (Signed) M: GILPIN. 
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© To Nath! Middleton, Eſquire. 


© Ur, 

i * have the pleaſure to encloſe you ten bills of 
exchange on the bankers at Lucknow, amounting 
to fifty t thouſand rupees, on account of the ba- 
lance due from the Bhow Begum, which I re- 
ceived from the priſoners Bahar and Jewar Ally 
Cawn, 

* Hoolaſs Roy is of opinion, that the goods which 


I have received from the Bhow Begum are well 


worth four lacks of rupees, even allowing that 
they ſell greatly under their value. 

* The goods were to have left Fyzabad to-day, 
but owing to a continued rain, I have delayed them 
until choppers can be made for the hackeries. 

© I have had a paper war with the Elder Begum 
theſe two days; ſhe did promiſe to lend one lack 
to be paid to me, how far I ſhall be-able to ſuc- 
ceed I cannot yet ſay; however, I am hopeful, 
even without her aſſiſtance, that I ſhall get all 
together between five and ſix lacks on account of 
this balance. 

£ ] am under promiſe t to the Begum of viſiting 
Lucknow with ſuch propoſals, that will, I hope, 
enſure the ſmall balance that may remain, although 


| the Elder Begum ſhould not aſſiſt. 


© ] have the honour to be, 


© Fyzabad, © Sir, 


© 5th Sept. 1782, © Your moſt obedt humble ſervant, 


© (Signed) MARTIN GIL PIN, 
* Major Commanding,” 


T's 
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< To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at F yzabad. 


6. Sir, | 
© I am honoured with your letter of the 15th, 
© As it 1s not poſlible I can liſten -to any terms for 
the Begums before the final diſcharge of their 
conditional agreement for 55 lacks, your coming 
here upon ſuch an agency. can only be loſs of 
time in compleating the recovery of' the balance 
. of 6,55,000, for which your regiment was ſent to 
Fyzabad ; I muſt therefore defire you will leave 
no efforts; 'gentle or harſh, unattempted to com- 
plete this before you move from Fyzabad; and 1 
am very anxious that this ſhould be as ſoon as 
poſſible, as I want to employ your regiment upon 
other emergent ſervice, now ſuffering by every 
: iy OUT Fr | as 
9 7, Al © 4 - - Av 
617th Sept. 1782. © (Signed) N. MIDDLETON.” 
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; c Nathaniel Middleton, Eſq; Refident at the Court 
"© at LUCKnoOW.: .* 


«Sir, | | 
© Imperfe&t health for ſome time paſt, with a 
© feveriſh complaint, and violent head aches, en- 
© creaſing rather too faſt, made it abſolutely neceſſary 
© for me to quit the unwholefome air of Fyzabad 
* many days ſooner than I either intended or was 
| © prepared for, as a change of air and medical 
© aſiltance was now become neceſſary. | 
© | had the pleaſure to receive your letter of the 
© 17th, ſince my arrival here, the dauk having 
* milled me on the roat, I have to aſture you TReTS 
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will be no time loſt by my journey to Lucknow, 


for I fancy the balance that may remain, after the 
ſales of the effects, will not be a ſubje& matter to 


detain the regiment from the aCtive ſervice you 


propoſe for it ; and my preſence, on this occaſion, 
is alſo requiſite at Lucknow, to provide the ne- 


_ceſſary ſtores for a campaign. My ſtay at Luck- 


now will be very ſhort, if my health will admit 
of an immediate return; 1t 1s a place I have 
neither inclination to viſit, or buſineſs to delay 
me long ar. 

© I have the honour to be, 


© Deriabad, 0 Bir; 
© Sept. 20th, 1782. * Your moſt obed* humble ſervant, 


© (Signed) MARTIN GILPIN. 


© N. B. Lieut. Brown, with the effects, marched 
© from Fyzabad the 17th, and I hope he will 


F arrive with you by the 20th or 21ft.” 


© To Nathaniel] Middleton, Eſq; Refident at the 


© Court at Lucknow, 


© Sir; 


© The encloſed letter from the Bhow Begum, is 


in reply to your's which I delivered on my return 
to this place. 

© She obſerves to me, that her ſituation 1s truly 
pitiable, her eſtate ſequeſtered, her treaſury ran- 
ſacked, her cojahs priſoners, and her ſervants de- 
ſerting daily from her for want of ſubſiſtence, 


© That ſhe has ſolicited the loan of money to ſatisfy 


the demands of the Company from every perſon 
that ſhe imagined would or could affiſt her with 
any : but the opulent will not liſten to her adver- 
ſity. She did hope the wardrobe that was ſent to 


Lucknow might have fold for at leaſt one half of 
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. © the Company's demands on her : but even jewelry 
© and -goods, ſhe finds (from woeful experience) 
© Joſes its yalue the moment it is known they came 

© from her. = 

, © Phat ſhe. has now ſolicited the loan of cath 

© from Almaſs Ally Cawn; and if ſhe fails in this 
© application, ſhe has no hopes of even borrowing 
© a ſum equal to the demand. | 

© She thanks you kindly for your friendſhip to- 
© wards her; and hopes you will lay the copies of 
© thole original letters, which 1 gave you to read, 
© before the Honourable the Governor General and 
© Supreme Council, to convince them that the in- 
© formation: they received reſpecting any rebellious 
5 principles on: her part, at the time of Cheyt 
© Sing's, was wicked, and without foundation. 

© The above, Sir, 1s the ſubſtance of converſa- 
© ſation, on her part, to the urging arguments 
* which I have: uſed to obtain'the balance, 


© I have the honour to be, 
6 Sir; - 
£4 Camp at Fyzabad, © Your moſt obedient. 
© 19th October, 1782. c humble ſervant, 


| , (Signed) MARTIN GILPIN, 
| LR Major Commanding.: 
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{ To John Briſtow; Eſquire, Reſident at his Excellency 
the Naboo Vizier's Court. 
c Sit | 
© At the requeſt of the Bhow Begum, I have the 
© honour to incloſe you her letter of congtatulation on 
© your appointment to, and arrival at, his Excellency 


© the Nabob Vizier's Court:;—a citcumſtance that has 


© given her real ſatisfaCtion ; and ſhe hopes, from your 
C Ervin friendſhip, to engage your intereſt, and ob- 
* rain the jaghire taken from her laſt year. 
© I have the honour to be, 
MA | h 
© Your moft obedient humble ſervant; 
$i © (Signed) MARTIN GILPIN, 
© Camp at Fyzabad, © Major Commanding.” 
« 27th October 1782. | 


© From her Excellency the Bow Begum to Mr. Briſtow, 
| © Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 

© There 1s no neceflity to write to you, by way of 

information, a detail of my ſufferings ; from com- 

mon report, and the intelligence of thoſe who are 
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your ears, I wilt here relate a part of them. | 

© After the death of Sujah Dowlahy; moſt of his 
ungrateful ſervants were conſtantly cout wey Tr gra- 
tify their enmity ; but, finding from the firm and 
ſincere friendſhipwhich ſubſiſted between me andthe 
Engliſh; that the accompliſhment of their purpoſes 
was fruſtrated; they formed the deſign of occaſioning 
a breach in that alliance, to enſure their own ſucceſs; 
I muſt acquaint you that my ſon, Aſof ul Dowlah, 
had formerly threatened to ſeize my jaghire, but 
upon producing the treaty ſigned by you; and ſhew- 
ing it to Mr. Middleton, he interfered, and pre- 
vented the impending evil.—TFhe conſpirators now 
framed an accuſation againſt me, of a conduct which 
I never had coticeived, even' in idea, of rendering 
aſſiſtance to Raja Chait Sing. The particulars are 
as follows :—My ſon, Afof ut Dowlah, and his Mi- 
* nifters, with troops, and a train of artillery, accom- 
| 1} * panied 
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© panied by Mr. Middleton, of the 16th of the month 


of Mohurum, arrived at Fyzabad, and made a de- 
mand of a crore of rupees ; as my 1nabllicy to pay 
ſo vaſt a ſum was manifeſt, I produced the treaty 
you ſigned and gave me, but to no effect, their hearts 
were determined upon violence; I offered my fon 
Afof ul Dowlah, whoſe will is dearer to me than all 
my riches, or even life itſelf, whatever money and 
goods T was poſſeſſed, but an arnicable adjuſtment 
ſeemed not worth accepting. He demanded the 
delivering up the fort, and the recall of the troops 
that were ſtationed for the preſerving the peace of 
the city. To me tumult and diſcord appeared un- 
neceſlary : I gave up theſe points ; upon which they 
ſeized my head eunuchs, Jewar Ally Cawn, and Ba- 
har Ally Cawn, and ſent them to Mr. Middleton; 
after having obliged them to' ſign a bond for ſixty 
lacks of rupees, they were thrown 1nto priſon, with 
fetters about their feet, and denied food and water. 
I who had never, even in my dreams, experienced 
ſuch an oppreſſion, gave up all I had to preſerve 
my honour and dignity : but this would not ſatisfy 
their demands ; they charged me with a rupee and 
a half batta upon each mohur, and on this account 
* laid claims upon me to the amount of fix lacks ſome 
«< thouſand rupees, and ſent Major Gilpin to exact the 
payment ; Major G1lpin, according to orders, at firſt 
was importunate ; but being a' man of experience, 
and of a benevolent diſpoſition, when he was con- 
vinced of my want of means, he changed his con- 
duct, and was willing to apply to the ſhroffs and | 
bankers to lend me the maney ; but with the loſs of 
my jaghire ny credit was ſunk—1 could not raiſe the 
ſum : at laſt, feeling my helpleſs ſituation, I col- 
tected my wardrobe and furniture, to the amount of 
about three lacks of rupees, beſides fiity thouſand 
rupees, which I borrowed from one place or other, 
* and ſent Major Gilpin with it to Lucknov. My 
ſufferings did not terminate here. The diſturbances 
of Colonel Hannay and Mr. Gordon were made 4 
« pretence for ſeizing my jaghire. The ſtate of the 
© matter 
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matter 1s thus : When Colonel Hannay was by Mr. 
Haſtings ordered to march to Benares, during the 
troubles of Cheyt Sing, the Colonel, who had plun- 
roige the whole country, was incapable of proceed- 

: from the union of thouſands of Zernindars, 
wh had ſeized this favourable opportunity, they 
haraſſed Mr. Gordon near Junivarra, and the Ze- 
mindars of that place and Acberpore oppoſed his 
march from thence, till he arrived near Tanda. As 
the Tanda Nulla, from its overfowing, was difficult 
to croſs without 2 boat, Mr. Go: don ſent to the 
Fouzdar to ſupply him. He replied, the boats 
were all in the river, but would, according to orders, 
aſſt him as ſoon as poſſible. Mr. Gordon's fitua- 
tion would not admit of his waiting ; he forded the 
Nulla upon his elephant, and was hoſpitably enter- 
tained and protefted by the Fouzdar for ſix days. 
In the mean time a letter was received by me from 
Colonel Bannay, defiring me to eſcort Mr. Gordon 
to Fyzabad. As my friendſhip for the Engliſh was 


always ſincere, ]I readily complied, and ſent ſome 


companies of Nejeebs to eſcort Mr. Gordon and 
all his effects to Fyzabad, where, having provided 
for his entertainment, I effected his junction with 

Colonel Hannay. The letters of thanks I received 
from both theſe gentlernen, upon this occation, are 
ſell 1n my poſſeMſion ; copies of which I gave in 
charge to Major Gilpin, to be delivered to Mr. Mid- 
dleton, that he might forward them to the Governor 
General. To be brief, thoſe who have loaded me 
with accuſations are now clearly convicted of falſe- 
hood : but is not 1t EXITROFUINArY' that, notwith- 
ſtanding the juſtneſs of my caule, that nobody re- 
lieves my misfortune, —Why did Major pn re- 
turn without effect ? 

* My prayers have been conicantly offered to 
Heaven for your arrival ; report has announced 1t, 
for which reaſon I have taken up the pen, and re-- 
queſt you will not place implicit confidence in my 
accuſers ; but weighing 1n the ſcale of juitice their 
falſchoods and my repreſentations, you will exert 

1 2 © your 
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© your influence in putting a period to the misfortunes 
* with which I am overw elmed.' 


F Copy of 2 Letter from Colonel Hannay to Jewar Ally 
 *£ Cawn and Bahar Ally Cawn. 
© I had the pleaſure to receive your friendly letter, 
o * fraught with benevolence ; and whatever favours 
you, my friends, have. been pleaſed” to confer re- 
* ſeating Mr. Gordon, afforded me the greateſt plea- 
| re. 
| * Placing a firm reliance on your friendſhip, I am 
| © in expeRtation that the aforeſaid Gentleman, with his 
| baggage, will arrive at Fyzabad in ſafety, that the 
ſame may oblige and afford ſatisfaftion to me. 
© A letter from Mr. Gordon is encloſed to you ; I 
am in expetation of it being incloſed in a cover to 
the Aumil of Taunda, to the end that the Aumil 
may forward it to the above-mentioned Gentleman, 
and procure his reply. Whenever the anſwer ar- 
rives, let it be delivered to Hoolaſs Roy, who will 
forward it to me. | 
* Always rejoyce me by a few lines reſpe&ing your 
© health; continue to honour | me with your Ccorre- 
C * ſpondence.| 


ry 
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* Copy of a Letter from Colonel Hannay to Jewar and 
' © Behar Ally Cann. | 
« Cawn Saib, my indulgent friends, remain under 
© the protection of God. 
© Your friendly letter, fraught with kindneſs, ac- 
© companied by an honorary letter fron the Begum 
© Saib, of exalted dignity, and encloſed a letter trom 
«* Mr. Gordon, ſent through your Hircarrahs, obliged 
© and rejoyced me. © 
* With reſpect to what you communicate regarding 
© your not having received an anſwer to your triendly 
* epilile, I became perfectly aſtoniſhed, as a reply was 
* written from Mohdeu. ' It may be owing to the 
* danger of the road that it never atrived, not to the 
* {malleſt neglect on my ſide (or of mine). 
* Inow ſend Wo letters | in anſwer & yours, one te 
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the Dauk people, and the fecond by one of my Hir- 


£ carrahs (who will preſent them to you) which you 
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© certainly will receive, 


© I am extremely well contented and pleaſed with 
the friendſhip you have ſhewn. 
© You wrote me to remain perte&tly eaſy concerning 


Mr. Gordon ; verily, from the kindneſs of you, m 


indulgent friends, my heart is quite eaſy. You alſo 
obſerved and mentioned, that as Mr. Gordon's com- 
ing, with thoſe attached to him (probably his Se- 
poys and others) might be attended with difficulty, 
if I approved he ſhould be invited alone to Fyzabad: 
my Gnds I place my expeCtation entirely upon 
your friendſhips, and leave it to you to adopt the 
manner in which the ſaid Gentleman may arrive in 
ſecurity, without moleſtation, at Fyzabad ; but at 
the ſame time let the plan be ſo managed, that it 
may not come to the knowledge of any Zemindars ; 
in this caſe you are men of diſcernment. However 
he 1s come to Fyzabad, extend your afſiſtances and 
endeavours. 


© Itis probable that the Begum Saib, of high dig- 
nity, has received intelligence from the ___ at 2g 


nares. Favour me with the contents or þ 
« From Mr. Gordon's letter, I way. "34 + 


Mirza Imacum Baliſh, whom you diſpatched thither 
[Taunda] has and ſtill continues to pay great atten- 


tion to that Gentleman, which affords me great 
pleaſure. | 

* An anſwer to the Begum's Jeter is encloſed ; 

oblige me by cauſing it to be preſented. I alſo 
ſend a letter for Mir. Gordon, which pleaſe to for 


ward. s 


* An Addreſs from Colonel Hannay to the Begum. 


© Begum Saib, of exalted dignity and generoſity, 


© &c. whom God preſerve, &c. 


© Your exalting letter, fraught with grace and be- 


< nevolence, that, through your unbounded genero- 
$ ary and goodnels, was ſent through grace and fa- 


* your, 


| 
; 
| 
| 
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© your, I had the honour to receive in a fortunate mo. 
© ment; and whatever you were pleaſed to write re- 
, ſpecting Mr. Gordon, that at this time the ſhort- 
© ſighted and deluded Riots had carried their dittur- 
© bances, and ravaged beyond all bounds, Mr. Gor- 
© don's coming with his whole people (or adherents) 
© might be attended with difficulty ; and therefore, if 
© I choſe, he ſhould be invited to come alone. Now, 
© as your Highneſs is the beſt judge, your faithful 
© ſervant repoleth his moſt unbounded hopes and ex- 
< pectations upon your Highneſs, that the atoreſaid Mr. 
© Gordon nay arrive at Fyzabad without any (appre- 
'© henſion or) danger, I ſhall be then extremely ho- 
* noured and obliged. 
© Conſidering me in the light of a firm and faith- 


© ful ſervant, continue to honour and exalt me by 
© your letters. 


© What further can I ſay?” 


* A copy of an addrefs from Mr. Gordon to the Begurn, 


© Begum Saib, of exalted dignity and generolity, 
© whom God preſerve. | 
© After preſenting the uſual profefions of ſervi- 
© tude, &c. in the cuſtomary manner, my addreſs 13 
: permitred. 
© Your gracious letter, in anſwer to the petition of 
your ſervants from Goondah, exalted me—From 
the contents, I became unſpeakably impreſſed with 
the honour 1t conferred, May the Almighty pro- 
te& that royal purity, and beſtow happinels, increaſe 
of wealth, and proſperity ! 
© The welfare of your ſervant 1s entirely owing to 
© your favour and benevolence. 
© A few days have clapſed ſince I arrived at Goon- 
* dah with the Colonel Saib. 
© This 15 prelented for your Highnsſfs's information. 
I cherith hopes from your generoſity, that, conſi- 
dering me in the light of one of your ſervants, al- 
ways "continue to exalt and honour me with. your 
grac;ous letters. 


< * "Nny the fun of proſperity continually ſhine!” 
© Copy 


@ Ax 


a 
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C Copy of a letter to Mahumed Jewar Ally Cawn and 
© Bahar Ally Cawn, from Mr. Gordon. 
* Sirs, my indulgent friends, remain under, &c. &c. 
© After compliments. I have the pleaſure to ac- 
© quaint you, that yeſterday, having taken leave of 
* you, | paſſed the night at Moorgunge, and next 
© morning, about ten or "eleven 0 'clock, through your 
< favour and benevolence, arrived ſafe at Goonda— 
< Meter Aboo Bukſh, Zemindar, and Meer Ruſtum 
« Ally, accompanied me. 
© To what extent can I prolong the praiſes of you, 
my beneficent friends? May the Supreme Being, 
for this benign, compaſſionate, humane action, have 
you 1n his keeping, and increaſe your proſperity, 
and ſpeedily grant me the pleaſure of an inter- 
view! until which time continue to favour me 
with friendly letters, and oblige me by any com- 
mands in my power to execute. 
< May your wiſhes be ever crowned with ſucceſs ! 
* My compliments, &c. &c. &c.' 


ZE _* TA... Ho... ms. os... 


© Copy of a Letter from Colonel Hannay to Jewar | 
* Ally Cawn and Bahar Ally Cawn. 

© Cawn Saib, my indulgent friends, remain under 
© the protection of the Supreme Being. 

* After compliments, and fignitying my earneſt 
© delire of an interview, I addreſs you. 

© Your friendly letter, fraught with kindneſs, I had 
© the pleaſure to receive in a proſperous hour ; and 

* your inexpreſſible kindneſs, in ſending for Meer 
* Naflar Ally with a force to Taunda, for the pur- 
< poſe of conducting Mr. Gordon with all his bag- 
© gage, who 1s now arrived at Fyzabad. 
© This event. has afforded me the moſt exceſſive 
© pleaſure and ſatisfaction, May the Omnipotent 
« preſerve you, my ſteadtaſt firm friends ! 
© The pen of friendſhip 1tſelt cannot ſufficiently 
expreſs your generoſity and benevolence, and that 
of the Begum of high dignity, who ſo graciouſly 
has intereſted herſelt in this matter. Incloſed is an 
addreſs for her, whi ch pleaſe to forward, 1 = 

© from . 


TJ 
© from your friendſhip, until we meet you will con- 
© tinue to honour me with an account of your health 
© and welfare. 
© What further can I write ” 


© To John Briſtow, Eſquire, Reſident at the Court at 
Lucknow. 
Sir, Wo 

* Taft night, about eight o'clock; the women in 
© the Khourd Mahl Zenana, under the charge of Le- 
« taffux Ally Cawn, aſſembled on the tops of the 
© buildings, crying in a moſt lamentable manner for 
* food; that for the laſt four days they had got but 
©a very ſcanty allowance, and that yeſterday they had 
© got none. TS: 

© The melancholy cries of famine are more eaſily 
© imagined than deſcribed, and from their repreſen- 
© tations I fear the Nabob's Agents for that buſineſs 
© are very inattentive ; ] xſl an think 1t requiſite to 
© make you acquainted with the circumſtance, that his 
© Excellency the Nabob may cauſe his Agents to be 
© more circumſpett in their conduct towards theſfs poor 
« unhappy women. 

© I have the honour to be, 
"0 ©. | 
© Your moſt obed* humble ſerv*, 

© Fyzabad, © (Signed) MARTIN GILPIN, 

<. zoth Octob® 1782. Major Comme. 


*'To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 
© Sir, 

©I have received your letters of the 1 2th, 1 gth,27th, 
* and 3oth ultimo. 

© 1 communicated the contents of that of the 3oth: 
© to'the Miniſter, who promiſed me to iſſue orders for 
* the payment of a ſum of money to relieve the diſtreſs 
* of the Khourd Mahl. TI ſhall alfo forward a'bill for 
©ten thouſand rupees to you, in the courſe of three or 
_ © four days; and if in the mean time you' may find 
© means to ſupply to the amount of that ſutn, I will 
© become perſonally reſponſible to' you' for the re-pay- 
© ment, : ©E ſhall 
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© T ſhall anſiver the Begum's letter, when I may be 
© able to ſpeak with any certainty on the points relative 
© to which ſhe writes me. I hope to this alſo; in the 
* courſe of three or four days, and requeſt you will make 
© my reſpects, and inform her of my intentions. 

© You will continue to a& conformable to any.in- 
« ſtructions occaſionally tranſmitred to 3 you by Mr. Mid- 
© dleton and Mr. Johnſon. 

© I have the honour to be, 
By 5 |" T8 
| {114 Yours, &c.. 
© Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, | 
* 4th Novem” 1782. 8 Res! at the Vizier's Court.” 


———————_—. 


© To John Briſtow, Kite: - Refident at the ( Court at 
Lucknow. | 
4 Sir; 
© The repeated cries of the women in the Khourd 
© Mahl Zenana, for ſubſiſtence, has been truly melan- 
__ © choly. 
© They beg moſt pirtouſly for liberty, that they may 
© earn their daily bread by laborious ſervitude, or to be 
© relieved from their mifery by immediate death. 
© In conſequence of their unhappy ſituation, I have 
© this day taken the liberty of drawing oh you in favour 
© of Ramnarian, at ten days fight, for twenty ſon Ke- 
©tah rupees; ten thouſand which I have paid to Co- 
© Jah Latafat Ally Cawn, under whoſe charge that Ze- 
* nana'1s;” -- 
© | have the honout to be; 
* Sir, 
| © Your moſt obed* humble ſery*, 
. Camp at Fyzabad; (Signed) MARTIN GILPIN; 
* 15 Novent 1782. : Mayor Commands.” 


—_ — — — ——__ 


«To John Briftow, Eſquire, | Reſident at the Court at 
Lucknow. 
c Sir, 
© Before my return to Fyzabad, the Bhow Begum 
© had replied to his Excellency the Nabob Vizier's 


K letter, 


© 

t letter, the contents of which I imagine he wonld 
* communicate to you. , 

* The elder Begum IT underftand (from report only) 
© never intends to put pen to paper to him again. 
< What probabthty there may now be of ever re- 
© ceiving the balance from the Begum, you, from her 
* letter to the. Nabob, will be beſt able to judge; but 
©I am clearly of opinion, that whilſt her eunuchs, 
* Behar and Jewar Ally Cawn, remain priſoners, and 
© the battalions continue here with any reſtraint on her, 
© that ſhe never will agree to pay a further ſum on the 
© ſcore required ; and indeed it appears to me only re- 
© coverable by moderate means. If the priſoners 
© were releaſed, and the troops withdrawn from her, 1 
* fancy ſhe would, in a ſhort period, enter into a nego- 
* ciation with you ; and on certain terms be induced 
* to pay the ſum wanted. * 

© Encloſed I ſend you the copy of a letter which 1 
* received this morning from her. The circumſtances 
© of her ſervants quitting her for want of ſubſiſtence is 
© yery certain and public; and whether real or ficti- 
© tious, I will not take upon me to determine,; but I 
* judge it neceſſary to make you acquainted with the 
* circumſtance. Od ay 

* I have the honour to he, &c. ;..: -:.:- - 

© Fyzabad, (Signed) MARTIN GIL.PIN, 

© 18 Nov* 1782. * Major Commands.” 


© To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 
Bir, | | 
© 1 do myſelf the pleaſure to encloſe you a duplica- 
* ture of a letter that will be delivered to you by At- 
* frien Ally Cawn. As it may be ſome days before 
© he will arrive at Fyzabad, and the enlargement of 
* the Begum's eunuchs has been refolved upon, 1t ap- 
* pears neceſſary that it ſhould be delayed ; you will 
© therefore immediately releaſe Behar Ally Cawn and 
* Jewar Ally Cawn, for whom, and the Begum, 1 
* ſhall ſend you letters by to-morrow night's Dawk. 
* You will, in the mean time, continue your folict- 
© tation for the balance due to the Vizier; and ſhould 
| | © you 
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© you receive any money on this account, tranſmit po 

< under a proper eſcort to Lucknow. 

© Iam happy to inform you, that the - Begum is 
© highly pleaſed with your treatment of herſelf and eu- 
*nuchs; and I ſhall not fail, in my letter, to expreſs 
© the ſenſe I entertain of your condudct. 

© Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW.” 
© the 2d Decemr 1782, | 


© Major Martin | Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 
6. SIE; 
© I received your letters of the 15th and 18th ulti- 
© Mo. 
© The V1zier having thought proper to expreſs his 
< pleaſure, that the Begum ſhould be relieved from the 
© reſtraints under which her ſervants have been laid, 1 
© notify the ſame to you, and inform you, there is no 
* further occaſion for the ſervices of the troops under 
© your command ſtationed at Fyzabad. 
«© Previous to your departure, you will deliver over 
© charge of the fort of Fyzabad to Auffreen Ally 
: Cawn, or ſuch perſon as he may appoint to receive 
© it, and to' whom you will alſo explain any other mat- 
© ters neceſſary for his information. You will releaſe 
© the Begum's eunuchs, Behar Ally Cawn and Jewar 
« Ally Cawn, from confinement, and you will deliver 
© the artillery, ammunition and ſtores under your 
© charge, belonging to the V1zier, to Lullmun Shogul, 
« the Aumil of Gonda, or the Agent or Agents he may 
© appoint. 
< You will oblige me by the communication of any 
© particulars relative to the tranſlations at Fyzabad, 
© which you think will enable the V1zier to effect the 
© recovery of the balance ſtill remaining due on ac- 
© count of the Begum's engagement. 
« Permit me to « convey to you his Excellency's ſa- 
* tisfaction at your conduct 1n the diſcharge of your 
* duty at Fyzabad. 
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW-. 
© Lucknow, 
F the 2d Decem 1782, 
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* To John Briſtow, Eſquire, Refident at the Court at 


Lucknow. 
BT: of 
© | have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
© the 2d inſtant, and in conſequence immediately en- - 
© larged the priſoners Behar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally 
© Cawn from their confinement—a circumſtance that 
© pave the Begums and the city of Fyzabad in general 
* the greateſt fatisfaCtion. 
© In tears of joy, Behar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally 
© Cawn expreſſed their ſincere acknowledgments to the 
© Governor General, his Excellency the Nabob Virzier, 
© and'to you, Sir, for reſtoring them to that invaluable 
* blefling, liberty, for which the y would ever retain the 
* moſt grateful remembrance ; and at their requeſt [ 
c tranſmit you the encloſed letters. | 
#1 have the honour to be, 
oe) |S 
© Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
£ Fyzabad, (Signed) MARTIN GIL PIN, 
E 5 Decent $792.” _ © Mayor Commands,” 


DO — 


5 Copy of a letter r from Major Gilpin to Mr. Briſtow. 


. © Dear Sir, 
© I wiſh you had been preſent at the enlargement of 
* the priſoners. The quivering lips, with the tears of 
* joy ſtealing down the poor men's cheeks, was a ſcene 
*truly affecting; and, as Triſtram Shandy juſtly ob- 
« ſerves, fir only for a ſentimental traveller. 
© If the prayers of theſe poor men will avail, you 


* will, at thelaſt trump, be tranſlated to the happieſt 


* regions 1n heaven. 
 fIam, &e. 
< Fyzabad, (Signed) M. GILPIN., 
* 5 Decem! LB. SH EDS 


NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Eſquire, called in 


and examined. 


Yimen Was you firſt” - + EY to the Reſidency of 
u e? 


The beginning of 1777. 
&S ao © * of dr bh Wl rs Ml When 
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When was you recalled to the Preſidency ? 

I think T refigned my ſtation at the end of 1779, to 
che beſt of my recollection, and I was re-appointed in 
October 1780. 

Upon what account did you reſign that ſituation ? 

With an intention of returning to Europe. 

Are your fure that was your ſole motive ? 

And the queſtion being objected to ; 
The witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in; 
He was alked; -::.. © ---- 

Had you any other motive for quitting the Reſidency 
of Oude, beſtdes your intention of returning to Europe? 
 Thatis the only motive I ever aſſigned. —As to giving 
any other feaſon, I hope the Committee will indulge me 
with permiſſion to decline giving any other anſwer. _ 

Did you come to Europe in conſequence of that in- 
tention ? 


I did not. : 


Who went up to Oude, to ſucceed you in that Reſi- 


dency ? 
__ Mr. Purling. 

Was there no intervening perſon ? 

Nir. Hoſea went up there, with an expectation of get- 
ting the appointment, but did not ſucceed. 

Did Mr. Hoſea go to Oude to ſolicit an appointment 
from Calcutta? | 

I left Oude before Mr. Hoſea arrived there, and 
therefore I cannot fay whether he did or not. 

Is it uſual for perſons to go to Oude to ſolicit offices 
which are granted by the Governor General and Council 
at Calcutta ? TY 

I ſhould apprehend not. 

What made Mr. Hoſea go to Oude? 

It 18 impoſſible for me to ſay. 

Have you never heard upon what grounds, and for 
what reaſons, Mr. Hoſea went to Oude? 

I have heard a great deal more than my reſpect for this 
Committee will allow me to detail. | 


— What circumſtances are they in general which make. 


that detail unfit to be told to this Committee ? | 


= 
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One is, that I heard that Mr. Hoſea went up there at 
the defire of Sir Eyre Coote, with a promiſe that he 
would procure him the appointment of Reſident: I can- 
not ſay whether this was true or not, nor do I know whe- 
ther Mr. Hoſea had any other foundation tor proceeding 
to Oude. 

Do you know with whom S1r Eyre Coote was to ne- 
gociate the concluſion of Mr. Hoſea's appointment at 
Oude? 

I heard it was with the Council at Calcutta, from whom 
alone he could obtain the appointment. 

Was not Sir Eyre Coote himſelf a member of that 
Council? 

He was. 


Was it in Mr. Francis he confided to name him to 
that office ? 


 T cannot ſay; there were other members of the Coun- 
ci] beſides Mr. Francis. 


Was 1t not in Mr. Haſtings he confided to appoint 
him ? 

I really cannot ſay ; I do not know. 

Has not Mr. Haſtings frequently declared, that he 
| conſidered the nomination of a Reſident as ſpecially be- 
| longing to him as Governor General ? 
| I think I have ſeen upon record ſomething to that 
tendency, but I never heard him declare any fuch thing. 

Did not Mr. Hoſca actually continue in the office for 
ſome days, and execute ſome of the duties of it ? 

I was abſent the greateſt part of the time Mr. Hoſea 
was at Lucknow, but I believe he never did execute any 
official act ; the duties of the Reſidency Office appear to 
have been diſcharged by Mr. Bathurſt, the Head-Afit- 
tant. 

To whom did you refign your truſt ? 


To Mr. Gregory, Mr. Bathurſt being at that time 
abſent. 
Did Mr. Hoſea arrive at Lucknow before you left it? 
I have already ſaid that IL left Lucknow before Mr, 
Hoſea arrived there. 


Have you heard wha* the cauſe was of Mr. Hoſea's 
pot being appointed } > 
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I have heard various cauſes aſſigned, the principal was 
his having proceeded. to Lucknow, giving himſelt out as q 
the perſon to be appointed Reſident, without any autho- # 
rity for ſo doing. 

Did you ſee Mr. Hoſea on his return to Calcutta ? 

I had left Calcutta before his return, but I ſaw him 
at Fyzabad. | 

To what cauſe did Mr. Hoſea wizibute his not being 
appointed ? 

Mr. Hoſea and myſelf were not upon ſuch terms at 
that time aswould have warranted his revealing the cauſes jd 
to ME. | 

Did he in fat aſſign no cauſe to you? 

Not to me particularly, but he has in my preſence 
complained of Sir Eyre Coote's diſappointing him. 

Who ſucceeded to ” Mr. Hoſea ? 

I have already ſaid, that Mr. Purling ſucceeded me as 
Reſident. 

How long did Mr. Purling continue 1n that office ? 

Till the end of 1780, when I was re-appointed. 

At what time did the ſecret penfions upon Oude, 
mentioned in the Treaty of Chunar, and Mr. Hafungs' O 
remarks on them, commence ? 

I apprehend ſeveral of them, if it 1s meant to the Of- 
ficers commanding the Nabob's troops, commenced in 
1779 and 1780.—Some allo, I believe, were granted in 
1781. 

Were there no civil penſions and allowances Lkewye 
granted ? 

I beheve there were. 

To what amount ? 

To really cannot aſcertain that, I have no accounts of 
them. 

Did you not keep an account of all thoſe penſions whcn 
you was at Oude? 

Not of all—of ſome I did. 

How came you not to keep an account of all ? 

They were not all paid through me, conſequently I 
had no account of them. 

Through whom were the others paid ? 

Through Mr. Wombwell, the Paymaſter to the Na- 
bob's troops under Britiſh officers, 
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Whether you, as Britiſh Reſident, did not think your. 
ſelf obliged to take cognizance of the eſtabliſhment rela- 
tive to Britiſh ſubjects in Oude ? 

I certainly did not. —Mr. Wombwell was in no re- 
ſpe& connected with my office as far as regarded his 
accounts ; but adjuſted them with the Nabob himſelf. 

Did Mr. Wombwell never tranſmit an account of the 
penſions and allowances on his lift to the Governor Gene- 
ral and Council of Calcutta, or to the Governor Genera}? 

I do not know that he did. 

Did you tranſmit an account of thoſe that came to 


your knowledge ? 


] did not, 
Did not the Nabob complain, that the penſions and 
allowances were an inſupportable burden to him ? | 

It would fcem that he made ſuch a complaint to the 
Governor General, but he never did to me. 

For what reaſons do you think that he made a com- 
Plaint to the Governor General, and not to you ? 

I really cannot ſay what his reaſons might have been. 

Who recommended thoſe ſeveral deſcriptions of pen- 
ſioners to the Nabob ? 

I really cannot ſay who recommended them—perhaps 
I might myſelf have recommended ſome, but the penſions 
were In general eſtabliſhed by the Nabob himlelt, and 
many even without my previous knowledge. 

Did the Nabob eſtabliſh them upon recommendations 
from Calcutta? 

I cannot ſay that he did. 

Did you ever hear ſo ? 

I never heard that he eſtabliſhed them upon recom- 
mendations from Calcutta ; but I always ſuppoſed he 
eſtabliſhed them, knowing that it would be agreeable to 


the Gentlemen at Calcutta, whole friends and CONneC- 


tions were the objects of them. 
Was it not agreed in the Treaty of Chunar to put a 
{top to thoſe penſions ? ? 


In general I believe it was ; but the Reſident's Office 
was excepted. 


What were the charges of the Reſident's Office at that 


cums ? ? 


I cannot, 
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f cannot ſay from memory. © © 
Have you brought your accounts to England, or any 
abſtta&ts of them with you ? 
I do not know that | have; but from memoty I have 
ſtated them ro the Court of Dire&tors. , 

You will ſay poſitively whether you did ot did not 
bring your accounts with you to England? 

I do not believe I brought any accounts of the parti- 
cular tranſactions. —_ PRs 

Do you not know that ſeveral matters of chatge were 
preferred againſt you relative to your condutt at Oude, 
and rejerted finally to the Court of DiteQors ? 


] do. SN 4 
Did not you think it was expedient for you to bring C | 
all the money accounts of your reſidency with you tor W 
your juſtification? _ | bj 
I do hot know thete was any thing in the charges $ 
which rendered ſuch a caution neceffary.—I rephed very i 
fully to thoſe charges in Calcutta, and I had nothing to add Fil 
to them when they came before the Court of Dire@ors. [ 
Whether you left any record behind you m the offce, by 
telative to the pecuniaty charges, namely, the penſions Vi 
and allowances paid by the Nabob to Britiſh ſubjects ? .:.- 
I did not—they were not an official charge. | $ 


Of what nature then were they ? | 
_. They were penſions paid by the written orders of the 
Nabob, and wholly unconnected with the Company's 
accounts. ak, 
Was not you entruſted with the execution of the trea- 
ty of Chunar ? . 
I received itftruftions from the Governor General 
upon 1t; which are on record: 
Queſtion repeated: os HEE 
_ As far as the inftrudtions entruſted me with the execu- 
tion of it; " | EN STR 
In what manner could the execution of the treaty of 
Chunar, relative to the aboliſhing of penſions, be per- 
tefted without your knowing what they were ? 
By the treaty, the eſtabliſhment paid by Mr. Womb- 
_ vell was wholly aboliſhed—conſequently all the penſions 
dependant upon it were diſcontinued, 


L | Queſtion 
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Queſtion repeated. INN Y 

The treaty was made known to the Nabob and his, 
Miniſters, as well as to me; they of courſe rook care 
that no penſions ſhould be paid that were aboliſhed by 
that treaty. 

Are you ſure that they took that care? 

I fancy they did—1t was their own concern, not mine. 

Whether, if they thought it agreeable to Gentlemenin 
power at Calcutta, as you havealready ſtated,toput onpen- 
ſions, they would not have put on thoſe penſions again ? 
| Moſt of the Gentlemen who received penſions were 
withdrawn, conſequently they had it not in their power 
to re-place the penſions. 

- Are you ſure that no penſions were again put on the 
/Nabob's liſt? 

To the beſt of my recolle&tion there was not while 
ſtaid there. 

Whether the management of the Nabob's public trea- 

ſure was not wholly taken out of his own hands, 1n con- 
ſequence of the treaty of Chunar, and put into the hands 
of Hyder Beg Cawn and yourſelt? 
There was an article in the freaty conveying ſuch A 
power, but I never availed myſelf of it, nor was there any 
neceſſity for it, as the Nabob. had not at that time any 
conſiderable treaſure. 


Did not you hear of a certain monopoly of ſalt petre in 
Oude ? 


T did. 
For whole benefit was it monopelized ? TT 
In the two laſt years of my reſidence it was : rovided 


for the Eaſt India Company, with the conſent of the 
Nabob. 


For whoſe benefit was it before ? 

The two preceding years it was provided by the gen- 
tlemen at Lucknow, attached to the Reſident's Office, 
_ on their own account. 


Upon what account did it become transferred to the 
ſervice of the Company ? 
. In conſequence of a. propoſal of mine to the Governor 
General and Council ; which propoſal, and the anſwer, 
are upon record. 
| What 


C.39- 


What compenſation was given to the Gentlemen who 
had that monopoly ? 

They did not expect any compenſation. 

Who gave them that monopoly ? 


It was procured for them from the Nabob. 
By whom ? 


'] cannot recolle&, probably by myſelf; but 1 beg 


leave to obſerve, that i it had always been a monopoly un- 


der the Nabob's Conſumma, or head of his houſehold, 


and the Gentlemen who ovtained the monopoly made 


kim a compenſation for the fame. 

What was that compenſation ? 

{ do not recollect. 

Do you know who managed the monopoly for the 
Company after 1t was transferred to their account ? 

it was managed by Mr. Scott, a private merchant, 
who had long reſided in the country, and who is at this 
time engaged, or at leaſt was when the laſt accounts came 
trom thence, in many extenſive mercantile tranſactions 
on account of the Eaſt India Company. 

What revenue does the Company derive from it ? 


I never underſtood that they derived any revenue from 


It, but they obtained ſupplies from it which their OWN 
provinces were not adequate to. 


What price was the company charged for that article 
by the manager at Oude ? 


I cannot charge my memory, bur it will appear from | 


their acceptance of my propoſals. 

Where was the place of manufacture ? 

In different parts of the Nabob's country, but chiefly 
1n the province of Corah, and the Duabe. 
Was Mr. Scott alone copermed; i in that tranſa&tion, or 


had he any other Engliſh Gentlemen concerned with him? 
I do not think he had any other Engliſh Gentlemen 


concerned with him ; he carried the buſlineis on entirely 
through the native Agents. 

Do you know of no ) military Gentlemen who had any 
ſhare in that tranſaction at any time? 


Not during the period that I have mentioned, befor? 


tat I heard that mulitary Gentlemen had held it ; but I 
cannot ſay whether it was true or nor, 
L.2 2 tave 
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Have you nat heard that one military Gentleman has 
had a conſiderable ſhare in it ſince ? | 
T do not recollect I ever heard any ſuch thing. ' 
What did you do with the papers relative to the treaty 
of Chunar, which you took with you to Oude ? 
To the beſt of my recolleftion they were returned to 
the Governor General. 
| At what time were they returned ? 
I cannot charge my memory ; but I think they were 
ſent down under charge of Colonel Hannay. 
Whether, at the time of the treaty of Chunar, the fi- 
nances of the Nabob were in great diſtreſs ? 
| He affirmed that they were ; but I believe not more 
than they had been for ſome youre + before. 
Were they in great diſtreſs ? 
Not greater than they had been for ſome years before, 
ueſtion repeated. 
. I had reaſon to believe they were in diſtreſs, 
At what rate of antereſt did you and Mr, Johnſon 
make your loans in the year 1782? 
I do not recolle&t what it was on thoſe loans which 
were effefted by the Miniſter. 
The Queſtion ſpeaks of the loans in which you added 
your own'credit to that of the Nabob, to procure them. 
' They were actually the loans of the Miniſter ; I only 
gave the people who lent their money an aſſurance that [ 
would give them every aſſiſtance in my power to recover it. 
Had they aſſignments granted tq them when they made 
thoſe loans ? 
They had ſome aſſignments granted them ; but whe- 
ther to the full amount or not I cannot recolle&. 
| How ſoon after the loan were the aſlignments made ? 
The loan was made in my abſence, but I believe the | 
Aſſignments very ſoon followed. © 
Did you engage for the loan, withoyt knowing what, 
the incereſt was ? | | 
The loan, as I ſaid before, was made in my : abſence; | 
he Be do not recollect what the intereſt Was. 


ww. Was 
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| Could the Nabob have borrowed at that rate, if you 
had not given ſome aſſurances to the Bankers ? 

I ſhould apprehend he would not have been able to 
borrow 10 large a ſum without ſuch ag aſſurance as I gave 
them. 

Were not the demands from Calcutta at that time very 
large upon the Vizier ? 

They were. 

Were they not ſo the year before ? 

They were. 

Was his army regularly paid up ? 

I believe it was not—but I cannot ſpeak with certain 

Were his other eſtabliſhments regularly paid up ? 

I believe they were paid much in the ſame way: as his 

rm 
: On. what accaſion did the Nabob of Oude make a 
reſent of ten lacks of rupees to Mr. Haſtings ? 

I never heard of that preſent until I ſaw it in the diffe- 
rent publications that have been written upon it. 

Was not-you at Chunar during the whole time of the 
Nabob's reſidence there ! ? 

I was. 

Were you not in confidence with the Nabob's Treq- 
furer and Miniſter, Hyder Beg Cawn ? 
| TI believe as much as any of the other Reſidents there. 

Was you preſent at the negociation of the treaty of 
Chunar, between Mr. Haſtings andthe Nabob ? 

] was roll nt at the ſigning of the Treaty. 

Was you preſent at the negociation of it ? 

1 was preſent at fevera] converſations reſpeCting the 


treaty; but I do not recolle& that I was preſent when 


the different articles were diſcuſſed and ſettled. 


Do you know who was preſent at the negociation of- 


thoſe articles ? 

I do not—Mr. Johnſon, and the Miniſter Hyder Beg 
Comms were preſent as well as myſelf when it was 
1gned, | 

"What Secretaries, or other Engliſh gentlemen had 
Mr. Haſtings with him at that time ? 

There were ſeveral Engliſh gentlemen with him, and 
zmongſt them Mr, Hay, one of the Secretaries to the 

Council 
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Council at Calcutta, and Mr. Stephen Sulivan, who I 
underſtood to be his private Secretary. 

Was Mr. Stephen Sulivan preſent during the nego- 
c1ation of that treaty ? 

I believe my former anſwer applies to that. t do not 
recolle&t who was preſent at the negociation of the 
rreaty. 

Upon what occaſion, and at what time, was a ſecond 
preſent of ten lacks of rupees offered to the Governor 
General ? 

| A preſent of ten lacks of rupees was offered to the 
Governor General, I think, in January or February 1782 
—[ do not know on what occaſion. 

Through whom was the offer made ? 

'Throu A me, at the Nabob's delire. 

What iſcourle paſſed between you and the Nabob on 
that occaſion ? _ 

I do not recolle&t that any thing particular raſſed, 
further than his expreſſing his great obligations to Mr, 
Haſtings, and requeſting me in the moſt earneſt man- 

\ ner toprocure his acceptanceof this mark of his gratitude, 

In what manner was the remittance of that None 
made to Calcutta ? 

It was not made at all, during my reſidence at Oude, 

When and in what manner was 1t remitted ? 

I muſt repeat the ſame anſwer ;—it was not remitted 
during my reſidence. _ 

Was it not remitted by your Aſſiſtant Reſident, Mr, 
Johnſon ? 

I believe it was not, 

By whom was it remitted ? 

To my knowledge it was not remitted at all, during 
my refidence at the Nabob's Court, 

Do you mean to ſay, that you was not informed whe- 
ther it was not remitted at all ? 

And the queſtion being objefted to; 
__ "The witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
Ana being again called in ; 

The queſtion was repeated. 


| TI was not informed that it was remitted, and bad rea- 
lon to believe it was not, 
Did 
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| Did you never hear that the bills were return ed to 
Lucknow ? 

No; I did not. 

Did you hear that no ſteps were taken towards a 
remittance, previous to the deſire of Mr. Haſtings to 
have that preſent made to the Company ! 

A proviſion was made for it, but 1t was not re- 
mitted. 

What was that proviſion? H 

Jaydaads or afſignments were given for it. 

Upon whom ? 

I do not recollect particularly upon whom. 

In whoſe favour ? 

In favour of the Reſident. 

What did the Reſident do in conſequence of the re- 
ceipt of thoſe jaydaads ?_ 

He collected as much as he could upon them ; and 
it was carried to the account of the public collections 
of the Company. 

In what account was credit given to the Nabob for 
it ? 

In his account current with the Company ; the aſ- 
 fignment became a part of the general aſſignments, and 
the Nabob never credited for what was realized upon 
them. 

Where was that credit given ?—in Frag month's ac- 
count ? 

In no particular month's accounts ; they were added 
to the general aſſignments, and the Nabob was credited 
for the receipts monthly. 

Was it ſpecifically ſtated 1n thoſe accounts, and a 
ſpecific credit given for it by names? 

No, I do not think it was. 

Whether the Nabob of Oude is informed, that the 
Company” s ſervants are prohibited from taking preſents ? 

I do not know that he 1s. 

Was not ſome intimation given to him on that ſub- 
| ject, relative to ſome allowances that were to be made 
to Sir Eyre Coote? 

I do not recolleCt there was. 

Have you. not. ſeen. a letter from the Nabob, declar- 
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( 88 ) 
ing, that any enquiries on that ſubjeCt were excceding1y 
improper ? Eg 

I do not recolleCt I ever ſaw ſuch a letter. 

How came you never to inform the Nabob of Oude, 
in your long reſidence there, that the Governor General 
and other Britiſh ſervants were not permitted to take 
preſents ? 

It did not ſtrike me as neceſſary ; concluding, that if 
it was a part of the Reſident's duty, my predeceſſor 
would not have omitted it. 


Do you know whether your mmr—— did omit it ? 
1 do not. 
Whether the Nabob of Oude is in a cuſtom of offcr- 


ing preſents as tokens of his gratitude to Engliſh gen- 
tlemen in high ſtations ? 


I do not know that he has. 
How came he to begin with Mr. Haſtings ? 
It is impoſſible for me to fay what his reaſons were. 
You have. ſaid that the 2d prefent was offered to Mr. 
Haſtings about January or February 1782 : what was 
it that particularly moved the gratitude of the Nabob 
of Oude towards Mr. Haftings at that time, that he of- 
fered him fo conſiderable a preſent ? 
I have faid, that at that time a preſent was offered 
through me to Mr. Haſtings, but I cannot ſay what 
were the Nabob's motives particularly at that time. 
What favour had Mr. Haſtings conferred on him, at 
| or about thar time, that might be ſuppoſed to excite his 
| oratitude at that time ? 
| I do not Enow of any—but about that' time all the 
military eſtabliſhments were. paid off according to the 
Chunar treaty, and were no' longer a charge upon the 
| Nabob.—Ir 1s poſſible that. on that occaſion he might 
have thought Mr. Haſtings entitled to this mark of his 
gratitude. 
Whether about that time other corps 'of Britiſh troops 
were not ſent'into the Nabob's country at his*charge ? 
I do not know of any. 


Have you never heard of Col. Cumming's brigade 
being ſent there about that'time ? 


+ Not was'\not—-I never heard- that: it-was,. 


Whether 
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Whether Major Palmer was not ſent up to Lucknow 
during your reſidency ? | 
He was. 

In what character ? | 

The letter that the Governor General wrote to me 
upon that ſubject 1s upon record.—I would rather chuſe 
to refer to that letter for the chara&ter in which Major 
Palmer went there, than truſt to my own conſtruttion 
of it, | 

In what character was Major Palmer there, according 
to your opinion ? 

And the queſtion being objected to, 
The witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in, 
The queſtion was repeated. 

I really do not know any character he was in there, 
but what was deſcribed in thoſe inſtructions. IT 

What opinion did you conceive of Major Palmer's 
charatter and buſineſs there ? 

I beg to throw myſelf on the ſenfe of the Committee, 
to know whether I am to give any other anſwer to that 
queſtion than I have already given ?—I have anſwered 
it to the beſt of my knowledge and judgment ; what 1s 
turther required of me 1s matter of opinion. | 

What 1s that opinion ? | 

My opinion is, That he came there as Mr. Haſtings's 
Agent, for the diſcuſſion of thoſe points deſcribed in 
his inſtructions. 

Was not you Mr. Haſtings's Agent ? 

Not individually—I was the Agent of the Governor 
General and Council, | 
What buſineſs has Mr. Haſtings for an Agent in his 
ſeparate capacity, and diſtinft from the Company's 

Agent and Reſident at Oude ? 

I believe the letter of inſtructions which I have al- 
luded to affigns the reaſons for this ſeparate miſſion. 

Was not you capable of executing the ſeveral func- 
tions deputed to Major Palmer 1n the commiſſion ? 

As far as I am capable of judging, I was. 


Whether you do not think that the appointment of 
M DT . fuch 


C203 


fuch private Agents has a tendency to weaken the 
authority of the Company's Reſident in Oude ? G 
In general caſes I conceive 1t muſt, but in this par- 
ticular one I believe the inſtru&tions given to Major 
Palmer were fo qualified as to obviate that effect. 


take fome diſpleafure at your conduct ? 

I believe I had the misfortune to fall under Mr. 

Haſtings's diſpleaſure a conſiderable time before that, 
Jjome months before.  _ WY 
Do you not know that complaints were preferred 
againſt the affiſtant Reſident Mr. Johnſon ? 
Mr. Johnſon was ordered down from Lucknow under 
ſtrong marks of the difpleafure of the Governor Genera] 
and Council, but I never heard of the complaints 
againſt him until my arrival in Calcutta, the end of 
1782. CE ns | 
| Had you any complaints communicated to you ? 

I had not. Ho | | 

'Through whom did they paſs ? 

1] heard them in Calcutta—They were made known 
to Mr. Johnſan by the Governor General and Council, 
— Through whom did they paſs from Lucknow to the 
Governor General ?. © 


I believe from Hyder Beg Cawn, through Major 
Palmer. © ; | | 


« >, 


| And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw, 


# 


| To report a progreſs, &c, 


Whether, ſoon after that time, Mr. Haſtings did not 
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COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on 
the Articles of Charge of High Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors, preſented to the Houſe 
againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſquire; late Go- 
Vernop General of Bengal. 


NJ oraaxier, MIDDLETON, Eiquire called 


in, and examined, 


The latter part of the evidence given by the 
witneſs oh the laſt day of the fitting of this 
Committee being read to him 3 


| He was aſked, | TOs ie | 

Is it to be underftood then that Major Palmer did not 
communicate to you the complaint which he tranſmitted 
againſt his aſſiſtant ? 7 


He never communicated to me any complaint againſt 


Mr. Johnſon ; I believe he tranſmitted his as tage = 
Calcutta during my abſence; 


Did he inform you of the complaints at your return ? 
He did not. 


Did he inform Mr. Johnſon of them ? 
I do not khow that he did. 


Who tranſmitted to Calcutta the matter of complaint 
upon which you was recalted ? 

[ really do not know, untefs it was throvgh the ſame 
mmannel : I do not know there was any ſpecific complaint 
made againſt me from Lucknow, or matter of complaint, 
bor Were tixe charges preferred againſt me by the Governor 
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General and Council affirmed to- have been founded on 
any complaint. 

Nor on any intelligence from thence ? 

Not that I know ;—I have nothing to guide my 
Judgment in anſwering that queſtion, but the charges 
themſelves. 

Have you hved in the country, been at Lucknow, and 
Calcutta, without knowing of a criminal charge againſt 
you, or of the particulars of the hiſtory of it, other than 
as they appear in the formal written documents of the 
proceedings ? | 

I knew only that I had given offence to the Governor 
General, but I knew of no charges, till they were pre- 
ferred by the Governor General and Council. 

Did you never enquire through whoſe means the matter 
of the charge had been ſupplied ? 

I believe the charges were drawn from my own corre- 
fpondence with the Governor General and Supreme 


_ Council. 


You ſpeak of your belief and opinion :—what do you 


know on the ſubject ? | 


I really bave not read the charges lately ; but to the beſt 
of my knowledge, there is nothing in them founded on 
any complaints from Lucknow. 

Do you not recolleCt that one of thoſe charges is for not 
correſponding, upon a material fubje&, with the Governor 
General and Council ? _ COL 

To the beſt of my recolleion, there is ſuch a charge. 

Pid not the Governor General actually ſtate, in thoſe 
articles, that you had neglected to inform him of the in- 
tended defection, and other miſconduct, of Almaſs Ally 
Cawn ? 

To the beſt of my recolle&tion, that is one of the 
charges of the Governor General and Council againſt me. 

Do you not recolle& that the Governor General ſtates 
that he had received that intelligence from other quarters 
which you had neglected to give him ? 

| I do not recollect poſitively that he does ſtate that as 
Part of the charge. 

Is it not part of the recital ? OY 

I do. net recolleCt it—but it is very probable. 


C08: 53 


- Who do you conceive ſupplied him with that intelli- 
gence, tre or falſe, which he ſtated you had negk@ed 
to give ? 

fc is impoſſible for me to. ſay—He never told me who 
had given him that intelligence. | 

Did you never defire to know who your accuſer was, or 
defire to be confronted with the perſon who had charged 
you with neglect of the public ſafety ? 


The Governor General and Council were my accuſers— 


they preferred the charge againſt me, and to them L 
anſwered it. | 

Why did you never defire to ſee the letters, or to be 
informed who the correſpondents were from whom Mr. 
Haſtings derived an intelligence fo prejudicial to your 
character ? | 

I did defire to be furniſhed with a copy of -all the pro- 
ceedings of the Governor General and Council reſpe&ting 
my conduct, and did obtain copies of them. 

| ueſtion repeated, 

[ have given all the anſwer which it is in my power to 
give to that queſtion. 

Then do you decline to anſwer that queſtion ? 

I certainly do mean to give the fulleſt anſwer in my 
power to that queſtion ; and ſhall be happy to do ut in any 
mode more clear, that ſhall be pointed out to me. 

Do you not underſtand the terms in which that queſtion 
ts conceived ? 

And the queſtion being objected to; 
The witneſs was direCted to withdraw. 
And being again called in ; 

The queſtion was repeated. 

E think I do underſtand the terms in which that queſtion 
is conceived; and I beg leave to repeat, in the moſt 
folemn manner, that I have anſwered it to the beſt of my 
judgment. —I beg leave to add to it, that as I entirely, in 
my own judgment, refuted the charge, it did not ftrike 
me as neceſlary to take any further ſteps in it—the charge 
elf, and my anſwer to it, are upon record before the 
Court of DircE&ors, and I hope this Committee will al- 
low me to refer to it. 

You are defired to anſwer how it came that, in point 


of common prudence, you did act cndeayour to diicover 


who 
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who had given falſe information of facts to the Goverrof 
General, reſpe&ing your condu&t, on which the Governor 
General founded a criminal charge againſt you ? 
And the queſtion being objected to ; | 
The witneſs was dire&ted to withdraw; 
And being again called in ; 
The queſtion was put to him. RE 

I really am at a loſs to give any other anſwer than T 
have already given ; but I do conceive, having pofitively 
denied the charge, and proved it was without foundation; 
it was not my bufineſs to bring thoſe who had given the 
information to account. 
Do you know that Major Palmer was the accuſer of 
Mr. Johnſon ? | NED 

I knew it from Mr. Johnſon, when he received the 
_ charges from the Governot General and Council. 

Did you know, or had you any reaſon to believe, that 
Major Palmer was your accuſer alſo ? ; | 

I think I tated, in anſwer to this queſtion, at. firſt 
ſetting out, that the complaints againſt me probably came 
through the ſame channel as thoſe againſt Mr. Johnſon. 

Upon what did you found that opinion? —\ 

I did not know that the Governor General had any cor- 
reſpondent at Lucknow but Major Palmer, the Nabobz 
and his Miniſters; and therefore, if there were any com- 
_ plaints againſt me, it was natural for me to ſuppoſe it 
came through one of thoſe channels. ' 

Then do you think that Major Palmer had correſpon? 
dence with the Governor General, which he never. com- 
municated to you ? 

1 cannot doubt it, becauſe the tetter on which Mr. 
Johnſon was diſcharged I never ſaw or heard of, until I 
taw it ſtated in the charges. 
| Has not Major Palmer had conferences with the Nabob 
and his Miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn, at which you were not 
preſent ? | | 
Its very probable he had. TI was abſent from Luck- 

now a confiderablc time while Major Palmer was there— 
one or two months. 

Do not you Know, or have you not good reaſon to be- 
heve, that Mr. Haſtings had other confidential correſpon- 
dents in Lucknow befides Major Palmer ? 


L do' 


4:83 


i do not know that he had any other than thoſe I have 
entioned. 
Vid you know the late Major Davy ? 
I did. | 
Was he not at Lucknow during any part of the time 
of your reſidency ? pe 
_ He came up to Lucknow with Major Palmer. 

W hat was his employment there ? 

I think, in Mr. Haſtings's inftruQtions to Major Pal- 
mer, he his called his Afſſiſiant. 

Do you think he correſponded with Mr. Haſtings ? 

I do not know that he did; he left Lucknow before I 
r-turned to him. 

Do you think it probable that any matter of conſidera» 
ble conſequence in public affairs ſhould have happened in 
the city of Lucknow, without the knowledge of yourſelf, 
or your aſſiſtant Mr. Johnſon, or Mr. Haſtings's agent, 
Major Palmer, or his affiſtant agent, Major Davy ? 

I ſhould think it unlikely thar any matter of great con- 
ſequence in public affairs could have happened without 
being known to one of us, | 

Do you think it likely that ſuch affairs ſhould have 
happened without being communicated by ſome one of 
them to Mr. Haſtings ? Ry 

I can only ſpeak for myſelf. —I ſhould have conſidered 
it my duty tq notice to the Governor General and Council 


any matter of any very material conſequence that might 
happen in the Vizier's affairs, 


Then the following extracts of a letter from Mr. Haſt- 
ings to Mr. Nath! Middleton, Refident at the Court of 
the Nabob Vizier, dated Chunar, 23d September 1781, 
was read to the witneſs; and is as follows, viz. | 


* (*) To this end the moſt effential point is to 
© limit and ſeparate his perſonal diſburſements from 
* the public accounts, They muſt not, in their total 


(*) Read from Appendix, No. 1, to the Supplement to the 
Second Report of the Sele& Committee appointed to take into Con= 
ſideration the State of the Adminittration of Juſtice in the Provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, &c, NF 
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© annual amount, exceed what he has received in 
any of the laſt three year-. This amount, in 
twelve equal parts, ſhould be paid him monthly 
out of the firſt receipts, and the remainder of the 
net colletions placed ſeparately in a public 
treaſury, from whence his public, military, and 
civil eſtabliſhment, muſt be paid, under the ſole 
management and controul of the miniſters, with 
your concurrence. It is of courſe to be underſtood 
that this has no connection, and 1s in no ſhape to 
interfere with the Company's aſſignments, and the 
colleEtions upon them, which are to be conduCted 
as uſual ; and as, by the addition of the jaghire 
lands, with their revenues, to the Nabob's regular 
* collections, his income will or ought to be confi- 
* derably increaſed, I ſhall expect that the whole of 
* the exceſs be appropriated to the diſcharge of the 
5 Nabob's debt to the Company, 
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© To theſe papers, and to the points conſequently 


5 and neceſfarily dependant on them, I think it ne-_ 


© ceflary to add the following inſtru&tions, to which 
$ I require your moſt implicit obedience.” 


Then the witneſs was aſked, 

Did not theſe dire&ions give you a neceflary inſpe&ion 
over the whole of the Nabob's finances, in order to enable 
you to apportion them to his private expences, to public 
ſervices, and to the payment of the Company's debt ? 


I did underſtand that the principal and only aim of 


thoſe inſtrutions, founded on the Chunar treaty, was the 
recovery of the Company's debt; which being effeEted, [ 
_ did not confider mylelt obliged to interfere in the Nabob's 
internal government, 
Before the Company's debt was paid, QGid you not 
think yourſelf authorized and bound by thoſe inſtructions 
_ to 1nſpe& the treaſury accounts of the Nabob ? 


The Company's debt, as it was ſtated at the concluſion 


of the Chunar treaty, was liquidated very ſoon after I re- 


turned to Lucknow—lI therefore did not think it neceſlary 


to avail myſelf of a power which I conſidered only pro- 
Vifionally, What 
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What time elapſed between the treaty of Chunar and 
the complete payment of the Company's debt ? 

I think the Company's debt, that is, the debt as it 
ood at the cloſe of the treaty of Chunat, was cotnpletely 
realized early in January 1762. | 

In the interval: between that time and the Chntiat 
treaty did you not think yourſelf bound to obey the 
Governor General's inltructions ? | 

| have ſtated, in ſeveral letters to the Governor General, 
written in that interval, my reafons for delaying the exe- 
cution of ſome of theſe infiructions, which proceeded 
from the diſordered ſtate of the Nabob's country, the im- 
poſſibility of immediately remedying the diſorders that had 
enſued from the conſequences of Rajah Cheyt Sing's re- 
bellion, and my hopes of realizing the Company's debt, 
without the neceſſity of aſſuming the interference of the 
Nabob's government, which was proviſionally ordered. 


In what manner did the diſturbances prevent you from 


. 


inſpeCting the Treaſury accounts ? 
I beg the Committee will permit me to refer to my 
correſpondence for an explanation of my conduCt in that 
particular; my letters are very full, and will, 1 truſt, 
vive them every information they can wiſh for. 
Are you ſure that your correſpondence does ſpecifically 
account for your not inſpecting the Treaſury accounts, a- 
greeably to the ſpirit of your orders ? SE 
I cannot fo far depend on my memory as to declare 
that the correſpondence does ; but 1 can venture to'fay 
that it ſpeaks very fully as to the execution of the general 
tenor of my inſtructions. | ihe 
Is the Committee then to underſtand, that in fa&t you 
know nothing at all of the management of the Nabob's 
pecuniary concerns, further than what related to the 
Company's aſſignments ? ER 
| hope the Committee will allow me to make a remark 
_ upon this queſtion : — the whole tendency of the queſtions 
latterly put to me ſeem to be rather an impeachment of my 
conduct, than baving any conne&tion with Mr. Haſtings ; 
if it ſhould ſo appear to the Commintee, I ſhall hope for 
their proteCtion againſt avy examination that may tend to 


criminate myſelf, 
, N And 
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And then the NF was directed to withdraw, 
And being again called in; _ 

The Chairman, by the dire&tion of the Committee, 
informed him, that he'is not to be permitted to call in 
queſtion the regularity of the Committee's proceedings; 
but that if any queſtion ſhall tend to. criminate bimetf, 
he is not obliged to anſwer. *_ | 

Then the queſtion being repeated, the witneſs ſaid, 

The Committee will pergult me ro decline anſwering 
that queſtion. - $a 

Upon what ground ? 

As I conceive it may tend to criminate myſelf. | 

Ar what time did your correlpondence with Sir Elijah 
impey, relative to, the objefs given you in charge by 
Mr. Haſtings,” firſt commence ? © 
_ I wasin correſpondence with Sir Elijah fripuy during 
his continuance with Mr, Haſtings * At Chunar—1 on 
not recollect the exact time. © * gy 

Was it after the treaty of Chupar, or before ? 

After the treaty of Chubar.- 5. 

What reaſons were ' aſf} igned by Mr. Haſtings for 
making Sir Elyah Impey the channel of communica- 
tion between you and Mr. Haſtings, when Mr. Haſtings 
had Secretaries both. public and private ? + 

Mr. Haſtings * never "affigned any reaſon that I knew 
of,- nor did he conſtitute 'Sir Elijah Impey the channel 
of communication 'with me; but: Sir Elijah Impey be- 
ing with him at Chunar, and in confidence, with him, 
I availed myſelf of his preſerice to obtail Pie Haſtings's 
ſentiments on various ſubjects, * * 

'. Why did you chuſe rather to write to Sir Elijah 
Impey than Mir. Haſtings himſelf, or bis official Secre- 
ww 

The multiplicity of buſineſs in which Mr. Haſtings 
was at that time engaged would not permit him regu- 
larly' to! anſwer any letters I might write to him.— 
I had very lutle perivngs koquaintance with the official 
SECretary. = 4" 

What reaſon had you for thinking the Chicf Juſtice 


a more proper 'pefſon to correſpond with in INAtters of 
Nate than Mr. FORngy s official OIRy on: We 


6 
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3 was intimately acquainted with Sir Elijah. Impeyg 
71d could be certain of his communicating any thing; 
1 wrote to Mr. Haſtings, and obtaining an immediate 
anſwer. 

What reaſon had you for diftruſting the diligence 
and fidelity of Mr. Haſtings! s Secretary ? 

[ cannot ſay I diſtruſted him—but I had very litt] 
perſonal acquaintance with him, and had been lon 
| babits of friendſhip and intimacy with Sir TR: 
mpey. 

ad you been long in habits of communicating in 
ny of ſtate with Mr, Haſtings, through Sir Elyal 
Impey? 
To the beſt of my recolleCtion, I had been in habits 


of communicating with Sir Elijah Impey, and occafion- 


ally making uſe -of his preſence in Calcutta, with Mr. 
Haſtin 'S, almoſt from the time I firſt arrived at Luck- 
now, that is in the year be, On 

| Do you think your want of acquaintance with men 

n public fituations about the Governor General, is 
a : fem reaſon for not officially correſponding with. 
them ? 

I did not confider the correſpondence with Sir Elijah 
Impey as othcial—my official correſpondence was with 
Mr. Haſtiogs himſelf. DES 

' Were the obje&ts of your correſpondence with Sir 
Elyah Impey matters of joy 
| ln ſome inſtances they were ſo. 

Have you copies of your correſpondence upon public 
matters with Sir Elijah Impey 1 in your poſſeſſion ? 

I do not think I have them complete—l may have 
ſome letters. 

Have you any reaſon to think that copies of thoſe 
ſetters are entered upon record in the Company S pro- 
ceedings ? 

I do not imagine they are. 

Have you not done, mapy public acts in conſequence 
of communications through Sir Elijah Impey # 


To the beſt of my recollection, I have occaſionally 


communicated to the N abob Vizier the ſentiments of 


N 2 Oye, Mr. 
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© tow 
Mr, Haſtinss upon their having been fignified to ms 
by Sir Elijah Impey. 

Whether acts have not been done in conſequence of 
that fignification ? 

I] do not recollect that there have. 

Do you not recolle& that certain meaſures relative to 
the we + of the Nabob of Oude have been taken in 
conſequence of ſuch communications ? 

I do not think they were, without Mr. Haſtings's in» 
ſtructions—to the beſt of my recolle&ion, there were 
none without Mr. Haſtings's infiructions. 

Is it to be underſtood, that no inſtructions, or FOO 
tions, relative to the principle or detail of buſineſs, were 
conveyed to you from Mr. Haſtings, through that 
channel ? 

I think I have already faid, that Mr. Haſtings' $ ſenti- 
ments were occaſionally communicated through that 
channel.—Ta the beſt of my recolle&tion they were not 
ated upon until confirmed by Mr. Haſtings himſelf. 

Are you fare of that ? 

I ſpeak to the beſt of my recollection. 

Was Sir Eljak Impey at Chunar Goring the time of 
the treaty? 

He was not. 
| Where was he at that time ? 

I underſtood he was in his way up to Benares. 

When was it firſt fignified to you that Sir f yan 
Impey intended to viſit Lucknow Y 

I do not exactly recollect the time. 

Had you any {gnification of the intended viſit ? 

T had a letter from Sir Sa Impey, mentioning his 
intention. 

What did he inform you were the objects of his viſit ? 

To the beſt of my recolleion, a viſit to myſelf, and 
a defire of ſeeing Lucknow, 

Was that all ? 

] beheve it was all he mentioned.. _ 

Did any one elle ſignify to you any other nurpoſe ? 

I do not think any other perſon ſignified any other 
purpole.—A fterwards, it was ſignified to me, I believe 
by Mr. Haſtings himſelf, that Sir Eljah Impey, -. 


C tor ) 


he was at Lucknow, would receive the depofitions of 
ſach perſons as could give any informations. reſpeQting 
the Benares troubles, or others in conſequence of them. 
Have you that letter from Mr. -Haſtings ? 
I cannot poſitively ſay I have. 
Did Sir Elijah Impey take zny affidavits upon that 
buſineſs after his arrival at Lucknow ? 
He did. 
Was you preſent at the taking of thoſe affidavits ? 
I do not recolle& that I was—he took my affidavit. 
Do you think you could have been preſent at the 
taking of the other affidavits, without your recolleCting it ? 
I think I might have been in a room where an 
affidavit was taken, without even obſerving it. 
Do you know who was preſent at the taking of thoſe 
affidavits ? | 
I do not. 
Do you know that any one was preſent at the taking 
of thoſe affidavits ? 
I do not. 
Do you know whether ſome of the perſons whoſe 
affidavits were taken were not natives that did not under- 
ſtand the Engliſh tongue ? 

Some of them were natives.—-I do not know whether 


them did not. | 

Have you not heard that ſome of them were perſons 

that could neither read nor write ? 

I do not regolle&t hearing at that time any thing about 

them—bur I obſerve in Mr. Haſtings's narrative, that 

ſome do come under that deſcription. 

Who acted as Moonſhey or Clerk ro Sir Elyah Impey 

in taking thoſe affidavits ? 

I do not know. - 

Do you know whether thoſe afhidavits were communi- 

_ Gated to the parties who were to be affeCted by them ? 

I do not know that they were—and I rather believe 

that they were not. : 
Was there not matter in thoſe affidavits to affe& the 

mother and grandmother of the Nabob of Oude, and 

their principal ſervants ? 


they underſtood Engliſh or not—it 1s probable ſome of 
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There ma... 

When did Sir Elijah Tmpey communicate thoſe aſk. 
davits, or copies of them, to you ? 

I do not recolle& that he did communicate them to 
me. 

Did. you ever. call upon him for copies of thoſe affi- 
davits ? 

] did not. ; 

Whether there was nat matter m thoſe zfidavits tending 
to criminate the Nabob's brother, Mirza Sadut Al? | 

It appears there was, as they are recorded in Mr, 
Haſtiogs's narrative. 

Whether, in ſome of the papers recorded | int that nar- 
rative, and in thoſe affidavits, there is not matter tend- 
ing, to criminate the Nabob of Oude bimſelf : 

To the beſt of my recolieCtion, there are ſome ſuſpi- 
cons declared of the Nabob. 

Whether you have reaſon to think that Sir Elijah 
Impey cauſed any communication to be made to any of 
thoſe parties, of the charges that were againſt them ? | 

I do not ſuppote he did. 

Was there hot an adverſ= proceeding againſt the mother 
and grandmother of the Nabub of Oude, and, theic 
principal ſervants, in conſequence of the matter in thoſe 


depoſitions 3 ? 


I conceive it was not entirely in COREGFOR of the 
matter contained in thoſe depoſitions, but upon the con- 


| current circumſtances, as fully detailed 1nN my coreſpon» 


dence with Mr, Hattings. 


Did you not alledge, as a juſtification of your pro- 
ceedings againſt the mother and grandmother of the 
Nabob of Oude, that they had entered into a conſpiracy 
to exterminate the Engliſh nation ? 

It was my firm belief that they had uſed every means 
in their power to promote the rebellion of the Rajah 
Cheyt Sing, and that they had encouraged it in the 


| Nabob's own dominions ; on that belief I founded my 


opinion that they had forfeited the proteCtion of the Eaft 
India Company. 


.. Had you any other grounds for a&s, by ha, you, 
 6ferturacd 
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cverturned. a ſolemn treaty and guarantee, beſides that - 


belief ? 

I had the concurrent teſtimony of the whole country.- 
—[I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that the a&s there 
imputed to me were the aCts of the Nabob, the part I 
had in them was in conſequence of the Nabob's order, 
and my inſtruCtions from the Governor General. 

Have you tranſmitted any other grounds of your 
belief, than thoſe contained in Mr. Haſtings's narrative, 
and the other documents tranſmitted to you by the 
Council at Calcutta ? 

I believe my letters to the Govertibr General and 
Council contain full accounts, and "all the accounts [I 
have tranſmitted on that ſubject. 

Did you intercept any letters from the Begums, or 
their principal ſervants, tending to ſhew their concern in 
the rebellion with which you charge them ? 

I did not; I was with the Governor General 'at 
{-rpnar during the greateſt part of the inſurrection. 

W hether you did not, when you befieged the Kelha 
of Fyzabad, ſend in a letter from Mr. Haſtings'to the 
Begurn, withdrawing the guarantee of the Eaſt India 
Company. © 
\ I] do recolle&, ſoon after the Nabob had taken 
poſleffion' of the Kelha, ſending in a letter to the Begum 
trom Mr. Haſtings, but [ am not HOG with the 
contents —_ES:: 

From whom did you receive that lett=r ? 

Either from Mr. Haſtings bimlelt, or from Major 
Davy, his Perſian interpreter. ' 

Are you ſure you do not Know the contents of it? 

{ not recolle&t that I ever faw a copy of it ; but in 
the mulriplicity of letters 1 received, It 15 5 very poſſible I 
may, without remembering it. 


Did you ever apply to the Begum for a copy of 1 it ? 
I did not. ' 


By what means did the eunuchs, Jewar and Behar 


Ally: Cawn, fall into your hands ? 

They delivered themſelves up to the Nabobz and he 
ſent them to me, defiring that they might be Kept Unger 
L. oO of: the COpeny $ ws act ho 
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Was the Nabob at that time in the city of F yzabad ) 

He was not; he was at the diſtance of about a mile 
from Fyzabad. 

To £1 an did they ſurrender mating , 

To the Nabob. 

What, perſonally ? 

Yes. 

Did they go a mile from the Kelha, and perſonally 
ſurrender themſelves to him ? 

I cannot ſay whether they were not guarded to the 
Nabob's tents; his troops, with a detachment of the 
Company's, were at that time in poſſeſſion of the Kelha, 

Under what guard were the eunuchs taken to the 
N abob ? 

'I cannot ſay whether they were under any guard, or 
not ; they were ſent to me under a guard. 

Was it a guard of. the kd s troops, or the 
Nabob's? | 

The Nabob's. 

How<ame- they to be delivered over to your cuſtody ? 

There was no expreſs reaſon aſſigned at the times 
the Nabob defired they might be kept in fafe cuſtody, 

Did you not give the order relative to that cuſtody ? 

I did, by the Nabob's defire. 

Was you an officer of the Nabob's, that you was to 
execute his orders for confivinz any perſon ? 

I was not; but the N abob had authority to ſend 
orders to the Company s troops employed in his ſervice, 
and did uſually ſend thoſe orders through me. 

Had you the Nabob's inſtructions relative to the 
manner a confining and treating thoſe priſoners ? 

There was nothing done with retpect to thoſe priſoners 
| but by the Nabob's defire, and with his concurrence. 

Whether you have any of thoſe direCtions and orders 
in writing ? 

I believe I had ſome ; but I beg leave to obſerve, that 
the Nabob and mylelf had perſonal communication 
every day, aid that his inſtructions were generally given 
verbally, 

Did you think yourſelf authorized to give written 


inſtructions to Engliſh officers, without having any other 
than 
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than verbal authority from the Nabob of Oude, efpeci- 
ally when they related to invidious aas, contrary to the 
Company's guarantee ? 

I have on many occaſions ifſued orders to the officers 
commanding the Company's troops upon the Nabob's 
verbal communication. 

Do you not know that the Nabob was reluctantly 
brought to this bufinels ? | 

I do not know that he was. 

Are you ſure that you did not expreſs, in any part of 
your correſpondence, your apprehenfions of the hefita- 
tion and backwardneſs of the Nabob to accompliſh it ? 

I believe I have on many occafions expreſſed appre- 
henfions, arifing from the known influence of the 
diſaffected men about his perſon—men diſaffected to our 
Government ;—T have experienced that effte&t on many 
occaſions, and it 1s poſſible I may have expreſſed appre- 
henfions of it on this. 

Whether the checking the Nabob in the accompliſh- 
ing this bufineſs, was to be conſidered as a mark of 
difaftection to the Britiſh Government ? | 

I ſhould not have confidered their conduct on this 
occaſion alone. as a ſufficient proof of their diſaffe&tion 


to our Government ; but their conduct in general I have 
experienced to be lo. 


J 


Why do you allude to your apprehenfions of their 
difafteEtion to the Britiſh Government in this particular 
cale ? 

| I had apprehenfions they would impede this meaſure, 
becauſe their own intereſt was remotely affeCted by it, 

Queſtion repeated, _ K 

If there was any hefitation—T do not recolle& that 
there was any particular heſitation in the Nabob to this 
meaſure, —it there was, 1 certainly muſt attribute it to 
them.—The meaſure was originally of the Nabob's own 
ſuggeſtion ; I could therefore impute any alterations in 


his defigns to no other cauſe than ſuch as I had often 


tound in my proceedings, I mean the influence of theſe 
men over him. 4. +. 

hat has that advice to do with diſaffe&tion to the 
Rritiſh Government ? 
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They eerfainly knew that the Nabob's treaſures, when 


received from the Begurns, were to be appropriated to 


the liquidation of the Company's debts — this the 
Nabob had himfelf declared, when he firſt mentioned 


his defign of going to Fy zabad ; in obſtructing it there- 


fore, they thought they were doing a diflervice to the 


Britiſh Government. At this time alſo the reſumption 


of the jaghires had alſo been talked ' of, though not 
ly decided on, 

Who was preſent when the Nabob ſvggeſted this 
deſign to: you ? 

'His Miniſters, to the beſt of my recolleCtion, 

Which of them ? 

1] believe both. 

Did they oppoſe it ? 

They did nor. 

Did not one of them write letters, which Mr, 'Haſt- 
ings called infolent, on this very ſubject ? 

I. -never hedrd that He'did, + x 

Have you never read Mr, Haſtings's: Inrudtions to 


your ſucceflor, Mr. Briſtow ? 


T-have only read ſuch parts of them as. I find record. 


-ed inthe charges now circulated againſt Mr. Haſtings, 


Have you ſeen the papers /printed by-order of this 
houſe, containing thoſe inſtructions? _ 
1 certainly have not z if I have ſeen them, | I have not 


. Tead them; I have ſeen many: papers, but 1 certainly 
| have never read the inſtruEtions. 


'Have you never 'heard that Hyder .-Beg Cawn did 
obſtruEt the execution of the meaſure of "ſeiging the 
Begums treaſures ? 

No, TI never did. 

Had you any written paper from the Nahob or his 
Maniſters to ſhew that this propoſal originated from him 


| (the Nabob) ? 


I think I had a letter from the Nabdob: _ " 


_ that tubje&t, which alſo incloſed a letter to Mr. H 
- 10gs,, as I ſupoſed, on the ſame ſubject. 


Did you tranſmit thoſe papers to Mr, Haſtings , 

T certainly did. 

Did bhe Nabob propoſe the taking the treaſures as an 
' altexnatiyve 


C209 ) 

alternative for preventing the reſumption of the jags 
hires, or as a meaſure that was to go along with it ? | 

I do not recollect that he propoſed it as an alterpative 
for the reſumption of the jaghires ; the reſumption of 
the jaghires was ſome time afterwards. | 

Do you know that they were meaſures that the Nabob 
propoſed at any time to be concurrent meaſures ? | 

I do not know that he did. b 

When you took poſſeſſion of the Kelha, and had the 
eunuchs in priſon, what orders did you give to the 
oficer who had them in cuſtody ? 

I do not recolle& exa&tly the orders I gave, but it 
was to keep them in ſafe cuſtody. 

Did you not give orders to have them put in irons ? 

To the beſt of my remembrance 1 did. 


Did you not give orders that they ſhould be kept 


without food or water ? 
I do not recollect that I did. | 
At what time was it propoſed to the eunuchs to diſ- 
cover the treaſures of their miſtreſs ? 
[ belieye very ſoon after their confinement—The pro- 
poſal was made to them by the Nabob's Miniſter, 
What was their anſwer? —_ | 
| The Miniſter did not immediately bring me their an- 


ſwer.—To the beſt of my remembrance, one or two days 


paſſed in negotiations between them. 
What do you mean by negotiations ? 


Converſations, to which 1 was not priyy.—At the ex- 


piration of the | ponorn of thoſe converſations he informed 
me, that he had propoſed to then: to diſcover the treaſures 


of his maſter's late father, in which caſe he would inter- 


cede for a remiſfion of the puniſhment that they merited 
for their conduCt during the troubles at Benares. 
Were not the eunuchs entruſted by their miſtreſs with 
the care and cuſtody of their treaſure? | 
[ ſuppoſe they were—but one of them, Behar Ally 
Cawn, had been probably truſted by the late Sujah Dow- 
lah, as he was the Agent always employed between 
Wah Dowlah and his wife. | Ml 
Was you acquainted with the terms of this negociaticn ? 
Ll was, "OA <a ls i 
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Was you conſulted about it ? 
I was not conſulted—1 was acquainted with it. 


Did you remonſtrate againſt the terms of ſuch a 
treaty ? 


TI did not. 

Did you think that the betraying of a truſt was a pro- 

r method of meriting a pardon for a rebellion ? 

I did not conſider it as betraying a truſt.—T did con- 
ceive the Nabob had a right to take his treaſures, or the 
treaſures of his late father, from whatever hands they 
might happen to be lodged in.—Theſe eunuchs were the 


_ only perſons that could properly be compellable to dil- 


cover the treaſures. 


Do you know whether thoſe treaſures belonged to the. 
women, or to the old Nabob ? 

I cannot ſay whether the treaſures which the Begum gave 
up were aCtually the treaſures of the late Nabob ; but ! 
have not a doubt that ſhe had in her poſleſſion treaſures 
to much greater amount than that which had been 
lodged in her hands by the late Nabob. 

How do you know that ? 

It is impoſſible for me to give any pofitive proof of 


that—] believe nobody ever doubted'that the late Nabob 
did die poſlefled of conſiderable treaſures ;- and it is very 


| Certain that he had no other depoſit for them bur in the 


Zenana. 


Do you know for certain that during the Nabob's life- 
time his wife and mother were not poſlefſed of conſidera: 
ble treaſures of their own, or from his gift? 

I do not believe that they poſſeſſed treaſures to any con- 
liderable amount, either of their own, or of his gift.— 
He ſucceeded to all his father's treaſures, to the treaſures 
of Sufter Jung, and gave the Begum, his widow, an al- 
lowance in jaghire of about a lack and 20,000 rupees 
annually. 

Do you know that the old Nabob did not make any 
donation to his mother and wifc, during his life-time ? 

It is a matter, | conceive, I cannot bring to poſitive 
proof ; but it is my own opinion, and I believe the opinion 


_ of every man in that country, that he did not. 


Do you think that a looſe public opinion of any pr 
| on's 
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ſon's wealth is a ſure proof that they poſſeſſed it to that 
amount ? 

I do not think it is — this is not a looſe opinion of my 
own, but the opinion of the whole country. 

And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in ; 
He was aſked, 
Whether the eunuchs, Jewar and Behar Ally Cawn, 
made a diſcovery of the treaſures under terrors of puniſh- 
ment? 
They made the diſcovery of the treaſures, in hopes of 
a remiſfion of their puniſhment. FR 
Whether the treaſures, whoſever they were, were no£ 
guaranteed to the Begums by you yourſelf ? 
Tothe beſt of my recollection, I did give myſignature 
tothe guarantee of Mr. Briſtow; but lamnot certainof that. 

Whether you did not inform the priſoners, that the 
charges of their crimes ſhould be delivered to them ? 

To the beſt of my recolleCtion, I did. 

When was that done ? 

I do not recolle& exactly. 

Was it ever done ? 

I think it was. 

By whom ? 

By the Nabob's Miniſter. 

Have you ever ſeen the copy ? 

I never did. 

Did you ever ſee the anſwer ? 

No, I did not. 

Did you ever hear that they admitted the truth of the 
charges ? 

] believe they did not admit the truth of them. 

Did you ever hear that they were interrogated by any 
cauzee, or man of the law, relative to the offence with 
which they were charged ? 

I never did. | 

Whether a perſon called Shumſhire Cawn, an adopt- 
ed fon of the eunuch's, was not impriſoned on the 
-fame charge on which the eunuchs were impriſoned ? 
To the beſt of my remembrance he was. 


Was any copy of his charge delivered to him ? 


I dg : 
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f do not know. | 


How long was he continued in priſon ? 

I cannot recollect. 

Was he not diſcharged pretty ſoon ? 

I do not recolle&—1 left Lucknow ſoon after rity 
return from Fyzabad—I beheve he was releaſed befor: 
I returned ; but I ſpeak with great uncertainty. 

What proofs were given of his innocence, as diſtin- 
guiſhed from the eunuchs ? 

I never heard of any. proofs given of his innocence, 
but I think there appeared ſtrong ones of his guilt. 

Why was he releaſed ? 

I never heard ; but I think it probable that he was 
releaſed, becauſe his principal was in confinement. 

From whence were the treaſures taken which the eu- 
nuchs diſcovered ? | = 

To the beſt of my recollection the greateſt part was 
taken from holes dug in their own houſes. 

To what amount ? 

I do not recolle&t exattly, but my correſpondence 
will ſhew it. ENS 

In what ſpecie was the money ? 

In different ſpecies of rupees, in gold and ſilver. 

How was it diſpoſed of ? Ns 

It was received on the Company's account, in payment 
of the Nabob's debt. _ 

What was then done with it ? 

Part of it was appropriated to the payment of the 
Engliſh troops ſtationed in the Vizier's country, who 
were conſiderably in arrear ;—to Colonel Muir's de- 
tachment, which was then on its return from the Mahratta 
country ;—the reſidue was remitted to the Preſidency at 
Calcutta. bt | 

Were the payments and remittances made in the ac- 
tual coin found in the houſes of the eunuchs ? 

They were reduced to the ftandard rupee, according 
to the eſtabliſhed batta, or rate of exchange, the differ- 
ence between one rupee and another, | 

To whoſe account was that difference charged ? 

To the Begums. 5 

When the Begums had delivered ſuch treaſure as they 
| had, 


C381 ©} 


had, what reaſon was there for charging them :any 
thing on account of the deficiency of the ſpecies ? 

The agreement was for a particular fum in a certain 
ſpecies of rupee, the Begums therefore had credit given 
them for whateyer was received, according to its value, 
compared with the itandard rupee. 

Upon what principle was it, when the aQtual treaſures 
were claimed as the Nabob's that any other than ſuch 
as then were found ihould be demanded of them ? 

It was the Nabob's agreement with them, and nat 
mine---he gave me directions to receive whatever-was 
gendered by_ the Begums on the Company's account. 
It was impoſlible for me to receive 1t in any other man- 
ner than as I was to pals It in payment on the Com- 

any's account, 

Whether the money firſt found in the eunuchs hands 
made a part payment of a bond, or any other ſpeciality? 

It made a part payment of the eunuchs own agree- 
ment---a written agreement. 

When was that : agreement executed ? 

I do'not recolle& exactly---a very ſhort time before 
the firſt payment. 

Are you quite ſure that bonds were not given after 
thc delivery of the treaſure found 1n the houſes? 

As ſure as I can be of any fat at fo diſtant a period, 
---] think I may venture to ſay I am fure of it. 

For what ſum was the bond given ? 

I think it was for fifty-five lacks of rupees. 

Are you ſure that the money found in the, houſes was 

included in the bond for the fifty-five lacks of rupees ? 

[ have ſaid that the bond was given previous to any 
payment whatſoever---1t was given as a collateral ſecu- 
rity for the ſum of money that the Begun had oy | 
to deliver to the Nabob. i} 

What equivalent or yalue did the Begum receive. for | | 

' that agreement ? 1 

She received none, to my knowledge ; the money | 
taken from her was conſidered by the Nabob as part of «ll 
bis hereditary treaſures. = 

What opinions in law did the Nabob i to aſcer- .-, n_ 
kan whether the treaſure was his or not ? 


] cans if 
x | 
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I cannot fay. | 
Did you know that he ever took any opinion ? 
I did not. 
Did you hear that Muffulmen hold it lawful to i Gala 
on the goods and properties of their kindred, without 


the authority of a magiſtrate ? 
T believe it is conſiſtent with the Muſſulman law, 


that the legal heir ſucceeds to all the property and of. 


fe&ts of his deceaſed parents---I do not know that it is 
cuſtomary for a ſovereign prince in India in ſuch caſes 
to take any opinion of. law. 

What law do the ſovereign princes of India, of the 
Mahometan perſuaſion, follow ? 


'Fhe Mahometan law; but I believe according to. 


their own conſuruction of it. 

Do you conceive that the Nabob proceeded by law, 
or by force ? 

"1 conceive he proceeded according to ſtri&t Jaw. 
What opinion had the Nabob of the laws, but his 


own ? 


The common laws of the oounery he could not be. 


unacquainted with. 

Are you acquainted with the dodrines of the Khoran 
and its interpreters ? 

E cannot ſay 1 am particularly acquainted with the 
| Khoran ; but I have converſed with many interpreters on 
it, and | never heard one diſpute the rights of a ſon 
to poſlels the treaſures and effe&ts of his deceaſed father, 
- "As you have converſed with the DoCtors of the Ma- 
| kometan law, did they ever inform you that a chapter 
_ of the Khoran begins with theſe words, © True be- 
lievers, keep your covenants ?” 

I cannot fay I ever heard them, 

. Whether upon the reſumption of the jaghires there 
was not a covenant in the treaty of Chunar, that pen- 
fions ſhould be paid to thoſe perſons under the guaran- 
tee of the Company, whoſe jaghire ſhould be reſumed, 
and that the penſion ſhould be paid through the Britith 
refident ? 

There was, 

Whether 
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Whether the Begums had their penſions to the valug 
of their jaghires punEtually paid ? 

A propotal to pay them in money, equal to the in- 
come of their jaghires, was repeatedly made to them, 
but rejected. EE, 

Was that previous to the ſeizing upon their jaghires, 
or ſubſequent to 1t ? ha 

To the beſt of my recolle&jon, it was about the ſame 
ume. | 
Afﬀer the jaghires had been ſeized; was there any ten- 
der made of the payment of the penſions ? 


There was not—the reaſon I conceive was, that they 


had not made good their payment to the Nabob, 
Was not theſe penſions to be an equivalent for the 
Jaghires, and had 1t any thing to do with the ather pay-+ 
ment as 1t 1s called? ES SN | 

It was propoſed as 4 full equivalent for the jaghires, 
and had ccrtainly nothing to do with the other payments; 
but while a balance was due on that, I concerve the Naz 
bob was juitified in withholding the ſtipulation, 

What had you to do with the agreement ? 

The money was to be paid to me, | 

Was you not bound by the treaty of Chunar to pay 
a penſion equivalent to the yalue of the jaghire taken 
away—and had that any relation to other pecuniary 
calings? NE: Wo | 

T certainly was bound by the treaty of Chunar to pay 

the Begums a ſtipulation in heu of their jaghires—but ] 
cannot think 1 ſhould have been juſtified in infiiting upon 
that ſtipulation from the Nabob, while he had a claim 


upon the Begum equal nearly to a year's reyehue upon_ 


the jaghire, 


When the Nabob had taken a written ſecurity for one. 


of his claims, what right had he to ſtop payment of what 
he owed upon another account? 


I muſt have been miſunderſtood, if it is fuppoſed that 


I faid the Nabob had a bond from the Begum—She 
agreed to pay him a certain ſum of money immediately, 
which ſum he made over to me, in payment of his debt 


© the company, 
Pk P From 
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From whom did the written ſecurity come; or to whom 
was it given? 

The only written ſecurity I had was from the twq 
eunuchs. 

Then, when a ſecurity was accepted for the demand, 
and the bodies of the parties giving the ſecurity were de- 
tained in execution fram the time of the giving of the 
bond, and before the date of the final payment, on what 


- principle was the payment of the penſion given on another 


account withheld ? 

TI have already mentioned the reaſons I conceived the 
Nabob had for withholding the penſion, and I do nat 
think I ſhould have been juſtified in inſiſting upon the 
payment of it, until he had received his dues from the 


© Begum. 


Was you not in the actual receipt of the rents of the 
Jaghire lands? | | 
- .*Þ.WasS, # 

Did not you afterwards mortgage the jaghire lands? 

I did nor. 

Did not the Aſſiſtant Reſident, Mr. Johnſon? 

Not to my knowledge; but I believe they were mort- 
caged by the Nabob and his Miniſter. 

Then the Begum neither had the lands nor the penſion? 

Not while I ſtaid—T left the Nabob's Court before the 
end of the year, and while the account between the Na- | 
bob and the Begums was unſettled. 

Was the money remitted to the Paymaſters you men- 
tion, and to Calcutta, in the ſpecies you received in pay- 
ment ? ES | 

I cannot poſitively ſay that it was ; but moſt probably 


/ 


1t was. | 

Are you ſure that you did remit jt in the ſpecies you 
received it ? | 

_ I cannot be ſure, 

WC hat did you do with that ſpecies ? 

It went to Lucknow, where it was examined by the 
Shrofts or Bankers, and an eſtimate of it made. 

Have you the papers relative to that eſtimate ? 
{ think they may be found in my correſpondence. 
&\re you ture thay no part of that ſpecies was ny ? 
6. cann9 


j 
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I cannot be ſure that it was not ; but if it was fold, it 
was fold for its value—it was received as bullion, and 
paid away in the ſame way. 

Can you recolleCt whether 1t was ſold, or not ? 

{ cannot recollect ; but 1 think it probable ſome of it 
was,—lIt was not in general in ſpecies of rupees that 
would have been received in payment by the troops. 

Was it exchanged by the Shroffs at a ſettled batta, or 
was 1t fold ? 


| have no doubt it was exchanged with the Shroffs at a 
ſettled barta. 


Can you not determine poſitively whether it was ſold 
or exchanged ? 


I ſcarcely know any difference between its being ſold 
or exchanged. 


And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. . 


To report a progreſs, &Cc, 
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MINUTES, @&e. 


Lune, 22® die May 1786, 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on 
the Articles of Charge of High Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors, preſented to the Houſe 
againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, late 
Governor General of Bengal. 


TATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Eſquire, called 
in, and examined. . 


The latter part of the evidence given by the 
witneſs on the laſt day of the ſitting of this 


Committee, being read to him ; 


He was aſked, 
You are deſired to fay, as a matter of fa&t, whether 
_ that ſpecies of rupees were ſold or exchanged ? 

I really cannot recolle&---poſſibly the accounts I 
have referred to in my correſpondence will ſhew. 

How comes it you cannot recolle&t in what manner 
you made the exchange or fale of ſo great a ſum of 
money ? A. 

I really am not able to give any other anſwer to that 
queſtion than I have already done.---I have faid, that [ 
know of no effential difference between exchanging the 
| different ſpecies of rupees for others, on the fixed batta 
or exchange for each, or ſelling them for a certain ru- 
pee upon the ſame terms. --- | hope the Committee 
Will allow me to refer to the account I have already 
quoted for further particulars. 

Have you any copy of that account !? 


I have 


| 
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] have not. 

With what Shroffs did you negotiate the money ? 

With the common Shroffs uſually employed at Luck. 
now, 1n concurrence with the Agents fent from Fyzabad, 
to be preſent at the ſhrofing or examination of the ſaid. 
monies. by | 

Who were the Shroffs ? | 

I cannot xecolle&t their names, but they were Go- 
maſtahs, or Agents of the principal banking houſe at 
Benares, who were principally employed in the Com- 
pany's ſeryice, LS 

Was it Gopaul Doſs ? Te 

'Fo the beſt of my recalletion Gopaul Daſs's Agents 


were the perſons. 


Was their ſignature tq the accqunt ? 

1 do not know that 1t was. 

- Fs it not uſual in tranſattions of this kind to have the 
fignatures of the parties wha ſettle the batta ? 

The batta was ſettled according to the intrinſic value 
of the rupees, and according to a table of aſlay which 
was lodged in the Reſident's office as a guide to him, 
for all receipts and diſburſements from and to the Vizier, 
I know of no inſtance where the Shroffs ſignature was 
put to any account of that ſort, 

By what means is the fairneſs of thoſe accounts uſually 
authenticated ? = | PE 
By the aſſays made in the mint at Calcutta and 
Lucknow, not by me, but by my predeceſſor. 

How is the fairneſs of the tranſa&tion between the 
parties authenticated who go tv nave the money ſhroffed, 


| and the perſon who ſhroffs the money ? 


It is difficult for me to underſtand that queſtion—if 
] underſtand it right, I will give an anſwer to it :—the 
rupees, received from the Begums were, for aught 1 
know, of twenty different ſpecies ;—cach rupee had its 
intrinſic yalue, according to the table of aſſay lodged 
with me as my authority for all my tranſa&tions with the 
Vizier,—The Shroffs, therefore, had nothing to aſcer- 
tain but the ſpecies of the aCtual rupee ; that done, its 
exact value was aſcertained in the aſflay table. 

Who was preſent at that tranſaGtion ? 


] haye 


tig ) 

f have no doubt but the Begum's own Agents were 
preſent at every tranſaction relative to the money; they 
were ſent from Fyzabad for that purpoſe. 

Did they affix their ſignature to that valuation ? 

I do not know that they did: | 

What did the whole : Hers of Hatta upon the whole 
[.s 50,000 amount to ? 

It is impoſſible {gr-me to rechillect. 

What do you think ? 

I really cannot venture to make a gueſs ; but I ap- 
prehend the account itſelf will ſhew it. 

Where 1s the account? 

I think the account is mentioned in ſome of the let- 
ters which paſſed” between Mr: Johnſon and the com- 
manding officer at Fyzabad. 

Was there no other account ? 

I do not know of any other account of that tran- 
faftion=--it was introduced into the public accounts af 
the Company with the Vizier: 

Were there not jewels and goods likewiſe delivered 
in part payment ? 

There were; an 

How were they diſpoſed of ? 

They were kd them ſold. 

By whom ? 

By the'Nabob's Agents, in concert with the Agents 
of Go Begums, who were ſent from F yzabad for the 
- purpoſe of appraiſing them. 

What had —_ Nabob's Miniſter to do with them, 
the Nabob having transferred the whole of his demand 
upon the Begums to you ? 

It is true the Nabob transferred the whole of his de= 
' mand upon the Begums to the Company, but he had 
credit only for the money actually realized ; until 
therefore the goods and jewels were converted into caſh, 
the Reſident could not charge them to the Company's 
account. 

Did not you take that ſecurity; the eunuch's bond, 


ww, other engagement, | before that time, to your- 
elf ? 


I did, 


Q 3 Did 


= ? 
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Did not you take the money upon which there was a 
loſs in the exchange ? 

I did. 

To whom did you charge that loſs ? 

I drew out the account, and gave the particulars of 
all the rupees I had received, charging the batta upon 
them, and I gave the Nabob credit for the fum they 
produced 1 in Fyzabad, on the ſtandard rupee. 

To whoſe account did you charge the loſs? 

The loſs was charged to the Begums' account. 

To whoſe account did you charge the difference be- 
tween the eſtimate of the goods delivered, and the pro-_ 
duce of the goods fold ? 

I do not recolleCt an eſtimate of the goods and jewels; 
---the Begums' own Agents came from Fyzabad with 


- them---were preſent at the valuation, and remained there 


till the whole was ſold, and credit was given only for 
what they actually ſold for. 


Credit to whom ? in 

To the Nabob, as money received from the Begums. 

What credit was given to the Begums 1 in that account 
relative to them? _ 

Credit for what they _— ſold for. 

And no more? 

Of courſe no more. 

Were they then delivered at random, and upon no 


"eſtimate or valuation whatſoever ? 


| I do not know that any eftimate accompanied them : 
they were brought from Fyzabad under the ſeal of the 


Begums or the eunuchs, I forget which, and they were 
opened by thoſe Agents. | 


Was there an inventory only, and no valuation what- 


ſoever ?. 


I do not recolle& ever ſeeing an inventory, until it 
was taken of them when they were opened. 

: If the Begums were only credited for what the goods 
and jewels ſold for, how came they to be delivered up 


to the Nabob's Miniſter to be fold ? 


1 could not receive them until their value Was aſcer-_ 
tained. 


- Could you not aſcertain that value by the ſame be 
: v.y ons 
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ſons who aſcertained the value of the money, or by 
jewellers, or other perſons choſen by the parties ? 

I certainly could ; but I choſe rather to leave it to 
the Begums' own Agents and the Nabob's, as I was to 
give the Nabob credit only for the money they actually 
realized. 

Whether the loſs, whatever loſs was upon them, was 
not for ſo much a charge upon the Begums, and not on 
the Nabob ? 

I do not know what loſs there could be upon them, 
if they ſold for what they were eſtimated at by the Be- 
gums' own Agents and other indifferent poopeny who 
valued them. 

But if they did not, upon whom was the loſs to fall? ? 

I] cannot ſay who it was to fall upon. 

Muſt the loſs not have fallen upon the fame parties 
upon whom the loſs upon the ſale of rupees fell ? 

I apprehend it muſt, if there was any loſs. 

Did not you mean to exact from your preners. the 
full amount of their engagement ? 

| The Nabob certainly did mean to exact from che Be- 
gum the ſum ſhe agreed to pay. 
Queſtion repeated,. 

I did not conſider them as my priſoners. 

Did' you not'mean to exact from them the full a- 
mount of their engagements, whoſeſover pritoners they 
were ? 

T hat certainly was the intention. 

To whom were the jewels and other cody deli- 
vered ? 

To the beſt of my recollection they were lodged in 
the Company's Treaſury, under the ſeal of the Begums' 
Agents. 

How came it that, having - been lodged in your _ 
hands, you came to deliver them over for fale to Hyder 
Beg Cawn ? 

I do not recollect they were formerly delivered over 
to Hyder Beg Cawn, but he came to the Company's 
Treaſury, where they were lodged, to be preſent. at the 
valuation. 


Then were they yalued ? 
: Undoubtedly 


| 
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Undoubtedly they were. 
Why were wo delivered over to: Hyger Rep Cawh 


for fale ? 

They were not delivered over to him for fale, further 
than I .have mentioned. — After the value was fixed 
upon them by the Begum's Agents, and others appoint- 
ed for that purpoſe, they were fold according to the 
valuation, to any body who choſe to purchaſe them, 

Who ſold them ? 

I fancy the Company's Treaſurers, 

And not Hyder Beg Cawn ? 

I believe not. 

Which of the Company's Treaſurers ſold them ? 

I cannot ſay that I recolleCt. 


How many Company's Treaſurers were there then 


_ at Luicknow ? 


To the beſt of my recollection, there were five or ſix 
then employed in the Treaſury 

Were they ſold by one of the Treaſurers, or all of 
them ? 


I cannot ſay, but I believe they were fold by them 


indiſcriminately. 

Were they ſold by public au&tion, or by private con- 
tract ? 

I have already obſerved that they were ſold accord- 
ing to the valuation affixed on them by the Agents aps 
pointed by the Begums and the Nabob. 

Queſtion repeated. 

By private contra&t, according to the valuation before 
mentioned. 

Who were the purchaſers ?- 

I do not recolle&t all the purchaſers; there were a 
great many. 

Who were the principal purchaſers ? 

The principal purchaſers were the merchants of Ls 
now. 


' Were they native. merchants or Britiſh ? 
Native merchants. 


Have you the account ſales ? 
I have nor. 


Where 1s 1t? 
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At Lucknow, I imagine, 

In whoſe hands? 

I fancy it ts lodged m the Reſident's Office. 

Did the fum exatly rally with the valuation ? 

I have no doubt but it did. 

Exadtly ? 

I have no doubt but it did. 

Have you ever known a ſale where the parties valuing 
were not the purchaſers, where ſuch a thing ever hap- 
pened that the fale and valuation ſhould exattly tally in 
all the articles ? | 

I cannot fay I have ever known any inſtance of that 
ſort, : 

Are not jewels in particular liable to a great diverſity 
in that reſpe&, namely, in what they are valued at, and 
what they are fold for? 

They certainly are ; but in this particular inſtance 
they were valued for what they would ſell for. 

| Were there not many articles of wearing apparel and 
women's ornaments amongſt the goods ? 
There were, to the beſt of my recolleftion, many ar- 
ticles of women's ornaments. 

Is not their yalue very arbitrary ? | 
They were moſtly either gold or filver, and valued 
as bullion, to the beſt of my recollection. 


Was there not a conſiderable quantity of cloaths, or 


materials for making cloaths ? 
There was. 
Are they not very arbitrary in their value ? 
They certainly are—but I believe there were not ar- 
ticles of cloaths ſold during my continuance at Luck- 


now,—there were ſome articles of that ſort brought to 


Lucknow, but not fold. | 


Why were not all the articles of the Begums' effets 
ſold by public auCtion ? Wl 


I really do not know, but I believe it is a mode of 


ſale very unuſual in that country. 

Were all parties admitted indifferently to make their 
propoſals ? Þ eat 
| TI do not recolle& any were admitted before the va- 
luation was made wich I have before deſcribed—that 


being 


' 
| 
| 
' 
l 
| 
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being done, any perſon whatever was admitted to ſee 
them, and to take any part he pleaſed at the valuation, 

Were they then diſpoſed of by lottery ? 

I am not able to give any other anſwer to the queſtion 
than I have already done—I have deſcribed the manner 
in which the goods were valued and ſold. 

Were they ſold by lottery ? 

No.—1 do not underſtand that to be a lottery, 

What manner had you to, aſcertain a fair bidding and 


competition, in a fale. conducted in the manner you 


have deſcribed ? 
1 apprehend the mode. deſcribed was the option of 
the Begums' own Agents. 
Did the Begums' Agents nominate the EP I who 


ere to take them at that valuation 2. 


They did tions perſon whatever 1 was free to take 


them, 
Why did they deſire that SEL mode ? 
T' believe jt is not an extraordinary mode, but the 


uſual mode of ſuch tranſactions in that country.—l be- 


lieve. that on a former ſimilar occaſion, in the time of 
my predecefſor, preciſely the, ſame mode was purſued, 
and ſuch goods and jewels as remained unſold at the 
time I reheved Mr. Briſtow were carried down by him 
to Calcutta, and by order of the Council there, ſold by 


public auction. 


If ſeveral perſons had a mind to offer to take the 
goods at the valuation, how v was the preference to be 


determined ? 


I really cannot ſay. +. 
_ Did the Begums' Agents fgn the valuation ? E- 
I believe they did. | ER 
| What were their names ? 
I do not recollet. . 
Are you ſure that they fold them ?_ 
I am not ſfure—but I have no doubt of it. 
Did you never hear. that the Beguras complained of 


the low value of the goods and+ the ſmall produce of 
the ſales fr 


Lo. the beſt of. my recolleQion, the. epmachs did ; 


and” they were ipformed,; in anſwer, that none; had 


been 
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been valued or ſold, but in conjunction with their own 
Agents. 

Did not the Begums themſelyes ſend a complaint to 

that effect ? 

I do not recolle& that they did. 

Whether any Engliſh Gentlemen, beſides thoſe or- 
dinarily reſiding there, were at that time at Lucknow ? 

I don't recollect that there were. 

Did not the Nabob of Oude make frequent com- 
plaints of the Engliſh officers commanding corps in his 
ſervice ? 

I cannot ſay that the Nabob of Oude made complaints 
againſt the officers—bu; he compotited of the heavy 
expence of their corps. 

Are you ſure he never complained of any of the 
commanders, or of the cuſtoms and uſages they eſta- 
bliſhed in the country, and of the authority they EXET= 
ciſed over his ſubjects ? 

I cannot charge my memory with his having made 
- any ſuch complaints. 

Recolle& yourſelf, to anſwer to that queſtiorr, 

I cannot charge my memory with any particular in- 
ſtance ; but I think it very probable he may have made 
complaints of that ſort. 
if he did make fuch complaints, do you think they 
were well or ill founded ? 

I think, in ſome inſtances, there might be cauſe for 
complaint. jo 

Do you recolle& any of thoſe inſtances ? 

I think I have met with inſtances where troops have 
beer: ſent out to collect proviſions, where the Aumils, or 
ColleRors of the country, have complained of the irre- 
gularity of the troops. 

Were any Engliſh military officers ernployed in the 

collection x the Nabob's revenue? 
..— There Were. 


Who were they ? 


| Colanel Hannay was employed. i in the diſtricts of Go- 
ruckpore and Baraich. 
Who elle ? 
For ſome time Major Oſborne was employed. in a 
R part 
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part of the Tilahabad diſtrict, lying to the weſtward of 
the Ganges. 

Were thoſe the. only two that were ever ſo em- 
ployed? 

They were the only two that were actually 
ployed in the colleftions.—Major Balfour was itioned 
in the Rohilcund country, with one regiment of Sepoys, 
and gave his aſſiſtance as occaſion required, in realizing 
the Company's 2gnments. 

Had Major Balfour no ſhare whatever in the collec- 
tion, Tee merely as commanding a regiment of Se- 

os ? 
f To the beſt of my knowledge, he had not beyond 
what I have deſcribed. 

Did not all the Britiſh officers give that aſſiſtance oc- 
caſionally ? 

They did. 

How came it then that Major Balfour, having no 
more particular ſhare than the others, you came to 
mention him as an inſtance ? 

I have mentioned all the Britiſh officers in the Na- 
bob's ſervice, excepting the officers in command of the | 
Nabob's body guard at Lucknow. 

Had the Officer commanding that guard any ſhare in 
colle&ing the revenues ? 

I recolle& on one occaſion, many years ago, his re- 
giment being ſent out to quell a diſturbance in a remote 
diſtrict; but I do not believe he had ever any thing to 


| do 1 with the colle&ion of the revenues. 


Had the officer commanding the Reſident's regiment 
any thing to do of that ſort? 

If the queſtion means the. Company”: $ Reſident ſta- 
tioned at Lucknow—none. 

Had any of the ſubordinate officers, in any of the 
corps in that ſervice, any ſhare in collecting the re- 
venues ? 

T here were no ſubordinate officers but thoſe ſtationed 
with Colonel Hannay.—1I cannot fay in what manner 


| he employed them. 


What corps did Colonel Hannay command. in the 
N: aboþ' $ ſeryice ? 
Three 
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Three regiments of regular Sepoys—native troops 
pon the Nabob's eſtabliſhment. 

Were they cavalry or infantry ! IF 

Infantry. 

At whar time was Colonel Hannay appointed to the 
colleftions of Baraich and Goruckpore ? . 

To the beſt of my recolle&tion, either the end of _—_ 
or beginning of 1778, bur I cannot recollect: 

Was not you then Reſident ? 

I was: 

What was C olonel ara D ehgagement for his 
year? _. 

I really do not know: | 

How many years did he hold it? | 

To the beſt of my recollection, till the end of the 
year 177 9—till about Auguſt or September. | 

How came he to hold it no longer ? 

The Nabob; who had ippoitted him to it, choſe to 
continue him no longer. 

Whar reaſon did the Nabob aſſign for removing him? 

The Nabob to me affigned no other reaſon, than that 
the country of Goruckpore was a diſtrit in which he 
had long been accuſtomed to ſpend ſome months, uſually 
in hunting, and that his pleaſures there had often been 
interrupted by Colonel Hannay's troops: | 

Was that the only reaſon you heard aſſigned ? 

It was the only reaſon I ever heard the Nabob aſNon. 

Was Colonel Hannay reſtored to that ſituation ? 

Not during my reſidence there. 

Then Colonel Hannay was only In that colleCtion 
for thoſe two years? _ 

Upon my re-appointment to Lucknow, at the end 
of the year 1780, I found Colonel Hannay in poſſeſſion 
ot the ſame appointment he had held betore, and I was 
informed that he had held it from the beginning of that 
year. 

When was Colonel Hannay removed the ſreneid 
time, and by whom ? 

In September 1781, by the Governor General, at the 
Nabob's defire. 

Did you not receive a complaint on the part of the 

0 42 Begums 
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Begums relative to the regulations made to their pre- 
Judice by Colonel Hannay and captain Gordon ? 

To the beſt of my recolle&tion Major Gilpin brought 
ſome letters to Lucknow from Colonel Hannay and 
Captain Gordon. A very few days before my removal 
I cauſed copies to be taken of them, and left in the 
records of my office. | 

When you went down to Calcutta, did Mr. Haſtings 
make any enquiries from you on thar ſubject ? 

He did not. 

Did not you hear that Mr. Stables had moved in 
Council to make an enquiry into the evidence againſt 
the Begums, in conſequence of a letter from the Court 
of Directors, expreſſing their diffatisfaftion at the evi- 
dence againſt them, which had been tranſmitted ? 

I do not recolleEt to have heard ſuch a circumſtance 
in India. | 

What time did Major Oſborne begin to rent the 


diftrit which he held ? 


I cannot exadtly recolle&t the time, but it muſt have 
been ſome time in 1777 or 1778, I cannot be certain 
which : 1n 1778- more probably. 

How long did he hold it ? 

I left him in poſſeſſion of it when Mr. Purling ob- 
tained my appointment.—T think he muſt have been re- 
moved from it about the month of May 1780. I was 
not at Lucknow at the time. 

Who removed him ? | 

The Nabob, I underſtood, who appointed him. 

On what account ? 

I really cannot ſay, as I was not at Lucknow at the 
time. | 
Did you never hear ? 

I never did. 

At whoſe recommendation was Major Oſborne ap- 
pointed to that collection ? 

He was appointed to the Nabob's ſervice by the 
recommendation of the Governor General and Coun- 
cll, 

At whoſe recommendation was Colonel Hannay ap- 
pointed to his colleQion of thoſe diſtricts? . 

| | L believe 
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I believe it was at the recommendation of Hyder 


Beg Cawn. 

Who recommended him to Hyder Beg Cawn ? 

I really do not know, but I believe he had been a 
ereat while acquainted with Hyder Beg Cawn. 

Did thoſe officers hold thoſe colleEtions in their own 
name ? 

Major Oſborne I believe did to the beſt of my recol- 
Ietion. 

In whoſe name did Colonel Hannay hold his ? 

There were different native Collectors under him, 
whoſe names I do not recollect. ES: 

Do you not know that it was contrary to the Com- 
pany's orders for military officers tro be concerned in 
tarming or colleEting the revenues ? 

I do not Know that it 1s. 

_ Have you ſeen Mr. Haſtings's Remarks upon the 
Treaty of Chunar ? | 

] have read them. 

_ Do you know what ground Mr. Haſtings had for 
faying, © That the remote ſtations of thoſe troops pla- 
« cing the commanding officers beyond the notice and 
* controul of the Board, afforded too much opportunity 
« and' temptation for unwarrantable emoluments, ant 
« created the contagion of peculation and rapacity 
* throughout the whole army ? ” | 

] do not. | 

Did you ſee Mr. Haſtings at or about the time of the 
treaty of Chunar ? Fees £ 

I did. | 

Had you any converfation with him on that fubject? 

I do not recolleC that I had any particular converſa- 
tion with him. 


Then an extract of a letter from Mr. Haſtings to 
Edward Wheler, Eſquire, &c. Counc!], Forrt 


Wilkam, dated Chunar, 29th November 1781, 


was read to the witneſs, as follows, viz. 


© {*) No- 
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© (*) No. 1. Articles of Agreement concluded writ! 
? the Nabob Vrzier. 
© No. 1. A and B, Explanation of the above 
Articles. 
© No. 2. Agreement of the Nabob V1zier. 
© No. 3. Reaſons for the above Agreement. 
© No. 4. My Inftruttions to the Reſident. 
© No. 5. Orders iſſued in conſequence* of the 
Agreement, No. 1.' 


Have you any copies of thoſe papers ? 

No, I have not. $ Ts 

Were Colonel Hannay's battalions reduced on his re- 
moval, or only placed under another officer ? 

They were reduced. 

Were Captain Oſborne's reduced ? 

They were reduced at . that time ; but the ſame corps 
was afterwards re-eſtabliſhed uiider the cominand of 
of Major Clark. TO 
- . Did they continue during your reſidency ? 

They continued till they were reduced by the treaty 


MRRTcc-c i 
| Were they never re-eſtabliſhed afterwards ? 
pb þ ,- #: - ras : 
Was there any recommendation to re-appount them ? 
I do not recolle& that there was. | 
Upon what ground did you and Mr. Johnſon think it 
neceſſary. to ſign a ſolemn declaration, that you had not . 
_ received any conſideration for the part you took in the 
treaty of Chunar ? * Rennes 
+ It was in conſequence of a letter from Mr. Haſtings, 
which in our judgment ſeemed to convey ſome intimation 
of that ſort. | 
What was the annual amount pf the allowances paid 
by the Nabob of Oude to Sir Eyre Coote ? 
To the beſt of my recolleC&tion, about fifteen thouſand 
. rupees per month. 


|  (*. Read from Appendix, No. 1. to the Supplement to the Second 
| Report from the Sele&t Commirtee appointed to take into confidera- 
tion the ſtate of the adminiſtration of juſtice ia the proyinces of 


On 


Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, &c, 
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On what account, or for what ſervice, were thoſe al- 
Jowances charged to the Nabob ? ? 
They were charged on the Nabob when Sir Eyre 
Coote firſt went up there, on account of his extraordinary 
charges in the field, | 
By whole order were they ſo charged ? 
Originally, 1 underſtood, by the order of the Go- 
vernor General and Council. 
Have not you ſeen that order ? 
I really do not recolle& I ever did; the obdit was to 
Mr. Purling, at leaſt it was in his time. 
Muſt it not have appeared in the records of your of= 
fice ? 
In all probability it did. 
Do you know when the allowances were to ceaſe, ac- 
cording to the terms of that order ? 
I do not. 
How long were they continued ? 
Sir Eyre Coote was in the receipt of them when I 
| left Lucknow. 
Do you know that there was a poſitive order from the 
DireCtors to put an immediate ſtop to thoſe allowances ? 
I do not. 
Did you receive any public order-from the Council, 
or in their name, to ſtop thoſe allowances ? 
I never did. 
Did you receive any order to continue them ? . 
] did not. 
Were they paid by you to Sir Fare Coote ? 
'They were. 
By what authority ? 
By the Nabob's orders. 
Why was not this allowance aboliſhed with the others, 
according to the treaty of Chunar ? 
I really do not know. [4 
When did you firſt repair to Lacks, 7 as agent to wt 
Mr. Haſtings ? be $001 
I went up firlt as agent to Mr. Haſtings 3 in 1774. | (hid 
At what time in 1774 ? : 8 
To the beſt of my recolleQion, in January 1774 I (i 
left Calcutta, - ; | 


4 
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Have. you ever heard about what time the Rohilla 
took poſſeſſion of the country called the Rohilcund 
Country? | | 
1 believe it 1s pretty certain that they firſt eſtabliſhed 
themſelves in that country from 1744 to 1747 ; they ul- 
timately inſtituted their government there in 1747. 

Of what profeſſion were theſe Rohillas when they firſt 
came into the country ? | 

They were adventurers or ſoldiers of fortune. 

Did they apply themſelves to huſbandry, or manu- 
faftures, or the mechanic arts ? 

I never underſtood that they applied themſelves to any 
other profeſſion but that of arms. 

Have you any means of judging of the extent of the 
country called Rohilcund ? 

To the beſt of my recolleC&tion, the length of it is 
about three hundred and fifty miles, and about half of 
that breadth in the broadeſt part. 

Have you any means of judging of the number of 
inhabitants of all kinds in the year 1774 in that country? 

I have no means of judging with any tolerable accu- 
racy ; but I have heard, and have reaſon to ſuppole, they 
could not be leſs than from one million and a half to two 
millions of people, En | 

What was the character of the Rohillas as to good faith? 

They were univerſally conſidered as people whole 
faith was not to be depended upon, and they were held, 
in the eſtimation of the people of Indoſtan in general, 
as 4 race very inferior to themſelves, _ | 

When was the treaty made between Sujah Dowlah and 


the Rohillas for expelling the Mahrattas from Rokhil- 


cund—meaning that treaty which Sir Robert Barker at- 
MEI. Cteoroto ae n noir or 

It was before I went up into that country—I imagine 
it muſt have been in the beginning of the year 177 3. 
- Have you ever heard whether Sujah Dowlah was upon 
good terms with the Chiefs of the Rohillas before the 
year 1773? a 

[ believe it is very well known, that mutual jealouſies 
had {ubliſted between them, which had their commence- 

Have 


ment in the life-time of Swah Dowlah's father. 
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Have you any reaſon to believe that Sujah Dowlah 
would have aſſiſted the Rohillas in expelling the Mah- 
rattas from Rohilcund in 177 3, if he had not been in- 
ſtigated to 1t by the Engliſh ? | 

I ſhould imagine that Sujah Dowlah would not have 
ventured to have engaged 1n the quartel, unleſs he had 
been affured of the ſupport of the Engliſh. 

Do you know, from your reſidence in that country, 
whether, by the uſage of Indoſtan, and in the opinion of 
the people of that country, the atteſtation of a treaty by 
a perſon of ſuch high rank as Sir Robert Barker, is con- 
fidered as a guarantee ? | | 


I think it 1s. | 


Have you ever heard that Sujah Dowlah and the Eng- 


I:ſh did affiſt the Rohillas in driving out the Mahrattas, 
in purſuance of that treaty ? | 

I have always underſtood that the ſervice was per- 
formed by the Engliſh and Sujah Dowlah, and that they 
received very little aſſiſtance from the Rohillas. 

Have you ever heard that fruitleſs repreſentations were 
made to the Rohillas, either by Sujah Dowlah or the 
Engliſh, for the payment of the 40 lacks ſtipulated to 
be paid for that ſervice ? EE 

I have heard that Sujah Dowlah made fruitleſs appli- 
cations for it ; but I never heard that the Engliſh made 
any. 


Do you apprehend that the Rohullas would have paid | 


the money, 1t they had not been compelled to it ? 

I do not believe they would. 

Could the Rohillas have defended themſelves againſt 
the Mahrattas, if they had not been aſliſted by Sujah 
Dowlah, or the Englith ? 

I have no conception that they could. —It 1s very well 
known that the very year before, the Mahrattas over- 
run and plundered the fine(t part of Rohilcund. 

Did you accompany Sujah Dowlah in his expedition 
againſt the Rohillas, in 1774 ? 

I did. 

Was the war carried on with unneceſſary cruelty ? 

My opinion upon the ſubject of that war has been very 
fully recorded in the examination I underwent betore the 

8) Governor 
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Governor General and Council.—It 1s many years ago; 
and I would rather truſt to that record, than to my own 
memory. I muſt, however, beg leave to declare, that 
I know of no inſtance of cruelty exerciſed 1n the courſe 
of that war upon the Rohillas, either by Sujah Dowlah, 
or by his orders. | 

Have you any means of judging of the number of 
| the ſoldiers in the Rohilla army, and what they were ge- 
nerally computed at ? 

From the beit information I could obtain at the time, 
they conſiſted of from 40 to 46,000 men. 

What number were ſuppoſed to fall in the battle be- 

tween them and Sujah Dowlah ? 

I ſhould imagine from 1,100 to 1,500. 

At what time of the year was that battle fought ? 

In April—I think the 23d. . 

Was not the war protrac.ed from that time to the 
month of October under Fizoolla Cawn ? 

It was. 

By the treaty of Lall Dang, what number of Rohillas 
were permitted to ſettle with Fizoolla Cawn 1n the terri- 


tory of Rampoor, aſſigned to him as an independent 
ſtate ? : 


Five thouſand men. 


Was there any article in that treaty reſpeCting the 
other Rohilla ſoldiers ? 

To the beſt of my recolle&tion there was ; which ar- 
ticle was, that the reſt of the Rohilla troops ſhould de- 
part the Rohilla country, and croſs the Ganges, 

Did that article reſpe&t the Rohilla ſoldiers alone, or 
did it reſpect the followers of the Rohilla ſoldiers? 

I underſtood it reſpected only the troops in arms, and 
their Chiefs, + | 

Have you any means of judging of the number of 
Rohilla ſoldiers who croſſed the Ganges, in purſuance 
of this article ? | 

I cannot judge with any certainty.—T left the Rohills } 
country betore they crofled. 

What was their number reputed to be ? 

I have heard from 3o to 40,000 ; but I don't believe 
there was near that number, 


Have 
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Have you ever heard that any number of their wives 
or children croſſed the Ganges before ? 

I have heard that they did, . 

Were thoſe wives or children compelled to croſs the 
Ganges, or were they ſent voluntarily to croſs the Gan- 
ges, by the Rohillas ? | 

They were ſent to croſs the Ganges before the war 
commenced, 1 apprehend for {ccurity. 

Who was the Sovereign of the country on that ſide of 
the Ganges to which the Rohillas croſlied ! 

Zabita Cawn, another of the Rohilla Chiefs. 

Were not the Rohillas immediately received by him, 
and incorporated amonglt his troops ? 

[ underſtood a great number of them were. 

Did you ever.hear that any people were compelled to 
leave the country after this great evacuation, in conſe- 
quence of the treaty of 1Aall Dang ? 

I never did. 

Have you ever heard whether any of the Ronillas who 
croſſed the Ganges were ſuffered to return ? 

None of them were publicly permitted to return ; but 
It was very certain many of them did return. 

What do you apprehend was the occupation of the 
greateſt part of thoſe who did return ? 

Many of them went to Fizoolla Cawn, and many of 
them inlifted in the Vizier's own troops. _ 

If the Rohilla ſoldiers had been ſuffered to diſperſe 
themſelves about the country of Rohilcund, after the 
treaty of Lall Dang, inſtead of being obliged to croſs 
the Ganges, do you apprehend they would have applied 
themſelves to huſbandry or manufactures ? 

I do not. | 
MA Fizoolla Cawn able to receive and maintain them 
all ? 


He certainly was not. 


After the Rohilla Chiefs had been deprived of the ſo- 


vereignty of the country, could any expedient have been 
thought of for diſpoſing of the Rohilla foldiers, equally 
fafe tor the peace of the country, and more favourable to 
them, than that of compelling them to croſs the Ganges? 
I cannot ſuggeſt any. 

Sg 9 Have 
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Governor General and Council.—It is many years ago; 

and 1 would rather truſt to that record, than to my own 
memory. I muſt, however, beg leave to declare, that 
I know of no inſtance of cruelty exerciſed in the courſe 
of that war upon the Rohillas, either by Sujah Dowlah, 
or by his orders. 

Have you any means of judging of the number of 
the ſoldiers in the Rohilla army, and what they were pe- 
nerally computed at ? 

From the beſt information I could obtain at the time, 
they conſiſted of from 40 to 46,000 men. 

i hat number were ſuppoſed to fall in the battle be- 
tween them and Sujah Dowlah ? | 

I ſhould 1magine from 1,100 to 1,500. 

At what time of the year was that battle fought ? 

In April—lI think the 23d. . 

Was not the war protrac.&d from that time to the 
month of October under Fizoolla Cawn ? 

[It was. 

By the treaty of Lall Dang, what number of Rohillas 
were permitted to ſettle with Fizoolla Cawn in the terri- 


tory of Rampoor, aligned to him as an independent 
ſtate ? 


Five thouſand men. 


Was there any article in that treaty reſpeCting the 
other Rohilla ſoldiers? 


To the beſt of my recolle&tion there was ; which ar- 


ticle was, that the reſt of the Rohilla troops ſhould de- 
part the Rohilla country, and croſs the Ganges, 


Did that article reſpeCt the Rohilla ſoldiers alone, or 


d1d it reſpect the followers of the Rohilla ſoldiers ? 


I underſtood 1t reſpected only the troops in arms, and 
their Chiefs, 


Have you any means of judging of the number of 


Rohilla Joldiers who croſſed rhe Ganges, in purſuance 
of this article ? 


I cannot judge with any certainty. —TI left the Rohillz | 


country betore they crofled. 
What was their number reputed to be ? 


I have heard from 30 to 40,000 ; but] don't believe | 


there was near that number, 
Have 
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Have you ever heard that any number of their wives 
or children crofled the Ganges before ? 
I have heard that they did. as 
Were thoſe wives or children compelled to croſs the 
Ganges, or were they ſent voluntarily to croſs the Gan- 
ges, by the Rohillas ? 
They were ſent to croſs the Ganges before the war 
commenced, I apprehend for ſecurity. 
Who was the Sovereign of the country on that ſide of 
the Ganges to which the Rohillas croſied ? 
Zabita Cawn, another of the Rohilla Chiefs. 
Were not the Rohillas immediately received by him, 
and incorporated amongſt his troops ?. R 
[ underſtood a great number of them were. 
Did you ever hear that any people were compelled to 
leave the country after this great evacuation, in confe- 
quence of the treaty of 1All Dang ? 
I never did. 
Have you ever heard whether any of the Ronillas who 
croſſed the Ganges were ſuffered to return ! 
| None of them were publicly permitted to return ; but 
It was very certain many of ther did return. 
What do you apprehend was the occupation of the 
greateſt part of thoſe who did return ? 
Many of them went to Fizoolla Cawn, and many of 
them inliſted in the Vizier's own troops. 
If the Rohilla ſoldiers had been 1ſuffered to diſperſe 
themſelves about the country of Rohilcund, after the 
treaty. of Lall Dang, inſtead of being obliged to croſs 
the Ganges, do you apprehend they would have applied 
themſelves to huſbandry or manufactures ? 
] do not. | 
| 0 Fizoolla Cawn able to receive and maintain them - 
all ? 
He certainly was not. 
MM After the Rohilla Chiefs had been deprived of the ſo- 
MW vereignty of the country, could any expedient have been 
W thought of for diſpoſing of the Rohilla foldiers, equally 
fafe tor the peace of the country, and more favourable to 
them, than that of compelling them to croſs the Ganges? 
I cannot ſuggeſt any. 
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Have you ever heard whether the Rohilla ſoldiers were 
averſe to that article of the treaty of Lall Dang which 
| compelled them to croſs the Ganges ? 
If they had been averſe to it, I conceive they had the 
power of preventing Fizoovlla Cawn from acceding to it. 
| Do you know of any cruelty practiſed towards the fe- 
| males of the Rohilla Chiets ? 
1 do not. | 


[ (*) Then an extract of a letter from the Preſident 
to Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, dated 27th May 
1774, was read to the witneſs, as follows ; viz.] 


© Colonel Champion complains of the condutt of 
the Vizier, in ſuffering, and even in ordering his 
troops to ravage the country, and in his cruel treat- 
ment of the family of Hafez Rhamet. "This is a 
ſubje& on which I cannot write to the Vizier ; it 
might widen the breach between him and the Com- 
mander in Chief, - and poſſibly influence the Nabob 
to ſome private revenge on the unhappy remains of 
Hafez Rhamet's family. TI deſire therefore that you 
will take an immediate occaſion to remonſ{rate to 
him againſt every act of cruelty or wanton violence: 
the country 1s his, and the people his ſubjects ; they 
claim by that relation his tendereſt regard, and unre- 
mitted protection. | 

© The family of Hafez have never injured him, but 
© have a claim to his protection, in default of that of 
* waich he has deprived him; tell him that the Eng- 
© Iiſh manners are abhorrent of every ſpecics of inhu- 
* manity and oppreſſion, and enjoin the gentleſt treat- 
© ment of a vanquiſhed enemy—require and entreat 
© his obſervance of this principle towards the family of 
«© Hafez; tell him my inſtructions to you generally 
© but urgently enforce the ſame maxim; and that 
© there 1s no part of his conduct will operate ſo pow- 


on. EE. = © 5 OR WR © OSS. 


bi. (*) Read from the Appendix, No. 27, to the Fifth Report from 
| the Committee of Secrecy appointed to inquire into the Caules of 
the War in the Carnatic, and of the Condition of the Britiſh Pol- 

ſeflions in thoſe Parts, 
| « erfully 
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erfully in winning the affections of the Engliſh, as 


inſtances of benevolence and feeling for others. If 
theſe arguments do not prevail, you may inform 


him direaly, that you have my orders to inſiſt on a 


proper treatment of the family of Hatez Rhamet, 

ſince in our alliance with him the reputation of our 
national character is involved 1n every at&t which 
ſubjects his own to reproach ; that I ſhall publicly 
exculpate this Government from the imputation of 
aſſenting to ſuch a procedure, and ſhall reſerve it as 
an objection to any future engagements with him, 
when the preſent ſervice, ſhall have been accom- 


pliſhed.” 


Did you receive a letter from Mr. Haſtings, of which 
that purports to be an extract ? 
£0 that purport I did receive a letter. 


[(*) Then extras from Mr. Nathaniel Middleton's 
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letter to the Preſident, dated Biffouly, 17 June 
1774, were read to the witneſs, as follows ; viz.] 


© Although 1 cannot by any means acquit the Na- 
bob of the charge which the Commander in Chi-f 


alledges againſt him, on the ſcore of his treatment of 


Hafez Rhamet's family, and his wanton ravages of 
the country, I can almoſt venture to affirm, that his 
conduct in theſe particulars would appear on a ſcru- 
tiny to have been leſs culpable than Colonel Cham- 
pion has been taught to believe. To you, Honour- 
able Sir, who are not unacquainted with the pride 
and haughtineſs of the Nabob's demeanour, it will 
not appear extraordinary. that he ſhould have more 
enemies than moſt other men; even his own ſer- 
vants are very ſrequently the firſt to aſperſe his cha- 
racter, and to accule him of actions which, with all 
his vices and imperfections, he is incapable of com- 
mitting. The univerſal prejudice and diffatis. 
taCtion which his denying the army 2 gratuity they 


(*) Read from the ſame Appendix; 
© had 


vy | — — = 
$0 = wg ay —_——— 
od — mo 


p wow, 


= void * wa 
aero s ON Ss Spa at a 


ro 


* 96 —_ 


ER Ao 


6 * "I. - 
- a 
eg, on 1 . We .. - w 5 2 - 
ro __—a DOE”. bit ue 
ns. _—— —_ G %. a eg*\ TW... = 


—_ 


GAGE RNS 24a 6 a as oe 3X ec 4: a4 GR 0 Mi 6. 64 = 6 i ib RE ON 


0-135 -3 


© had built with certainty upon, has raiſed againſt him 


in our camp, has laid open another ſource of unjuſt 
calumny. Hence, Sir, I arm induced to hope, that 
Colonel Champion, relying too implicitly upon the 


aſſertions of every one who has thought it neceſſary 


to add to the popular prejudice, may have viewed his 
Excellency's conduct through a partial medium. 
Although I might mention many circumſtances to 
prove that my affertions are not merely ideal, but 
drawn from real facts, I think it unneceſſary to take 
up your time with more than one :—Soon after our 
arrival at Biſlouly, a report was propagated, and ob- 
tained almolt univerſal credit, that the V1zier had, in 
breach of the ſacred laws of the Haram, forcibly en- 
tered the Zenana of Mahubella Cawn, and wanton- 
ly violated the chaſtity of his daughter; and to 
make the crime appear ſtill in a more heinous light, 
It was confidently aſſerted that the unhappy victim, 
unw1lling to ſurvive the diſgrace, had ſacrificed her 
life to teſtify her own innocence, and redeem the 
honour of her family. The ſtory carrying with it 
the colour of probability, and artfully related with 
ſuch aggravating circumſtances as could not fail to 
excite pity 1n every humane brealt, a general clamour 
was ſoon raiſed againſt the Nabob; and as people 
who were indifferent to the effects of his diſpleaſure, 
did not ſcruple to reproach him with the infamous 
action to his own dependants, the report was not 
long in reaching his ears. The uneaſineſs he mani- 
feſted on the occaſion, and the anxious defire he 
ſhewed toacquit himſelf of ſo diſhonourable a charge, 
by his unremitted endeavours to diſcover the author, 
would have furniſhed ſtrong preſumptive proof of his 
innocence ; but when 1t was notorious that his Ex- 
cellency at that time had never been in Mahubella 
Cawn's houſe—that his effe&ts were left untouched 
—and that the daughter, who was ſuppoſed to have 
fallen a ſacrifice to his pleaſures, was yet in being, I 
could be at no loſs what degree of credit to beſtow 
upon the information. The other proofs, if requ!- 
red, might have been drawn from the peculiar cir- 

| © circumſtances 
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© cumfſtances which at that time marked the Nabob's 
© ſituation. 


S 


© The ſeverity with which the Nabob latterly 
treated Doondey Cawn's family, may be accounted 


* for, and in my humble opinion in ſome meaſure 
« juſtified, He always conſidered them as priſoners ; 
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bur until an appearance of treachery and deceit on 
their part had given him cauſe of diſpleaſure, he 
did not betray any reſentment : on the contrary, al- 
though guards were placed upon their houſes, to 
prevent any things from being carried away, every 
liberty of acceſs and egreſs was allowed them, al- 
though denied to the family of Hatez Rhamet; and 
I am perſuaded they would have retained poſſeſſion, 
at leaſt of all their preſent effefts, had they not 
abuſed the confidence he had repoſed in them, and 
attempted to ſecrete their property. This proce- 
dure effeftually cloſed every avenue to an accom- 
modation with Mahubella Cawn ; and thoſe who 
are acquainted with the impetuoſity and violence 
of the Nabob's temper, ſeem leſs ſurprized that his 
Excellency ſhould deprive this family of every thing 
they poſſeſſed, than that Mahubella Cawn's infidelity 
ſhould not have coſt him his head. | 

© The family of Hatez have not merited ſuch 
treatment ; though I think it probable they may 
have fuffered for the miſcondutt of others. They 
certainly have been improperly neglected, and have 


{ſuffered much diſtreſs and inconveniences for want. 


of proper accommodations in camp ; but my own 
knowledge does not furniſh me with any inſtances of 
cruelty or violence wantonly exerciſed upon them. 
© I have the ſatisfaction to find, that I have in ge- 
neral anticipated your inftruEtions on theſe ſubjects 
in favour of Hafez Rhamet's fanuly. I moſt ear- 
neſtly ſolicited the Nabob, at the time I acquainted 
you with the ſon's having delivered himſelf up; 
and he aſſured me a jaghire, which would afford a 
handſome proviſion for their maintenance, ſhould 
be allotted them ; but as he thought 1t probable, 


that the ſuffering Rohillas of former rank and con- 


© ſequence, 
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© ſequence, to whom the natural intiabitants might 
© be attached, to remain 1n the country, might prove 
© a bar to the eſtabliſhment of his own authority, 
and lay the foundation of future troubles, ſuch 
perſons as had any claim to his ' conſideration 
ſhould be provided for in his own three provinces, 
or in his newly-acquired poſſeſſions in the Doo- 
aub, where he could be a ſpy and check upon their 
actions. 

* The family of Hafez Rhamet and Doondy Cawn, 
together with a numerous train of dependents, were 
removed a few days ago, under the eſcort of Na- 
bob Salar Jung, to Fyzabad, there to remain until 
his Excellency's arrival. From what 1 have been 
able to learn, I have reaſon to believe that proper 
injunEtions were laid upon Salar Jung reſpecting the 
treatment of theſe unhappy people ; and as [I ſhall 
be with the Vizier when he determines their reſpec- 
tive deſtinies, reſt aſfured, Honourable Sir, I will 
not be unattentive to your commands.” 


a a: ca a 
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Did you v write a letter to the Preſident, of which that 
purports to be an extract ? 

I did write a letter to that purport, about tal time. 

Upon what terms were Colonel Champion, the com- 
mander of the Engliſh troops, and the Vizier, during 
the campaign of 1774? 

] underſtood they were upon very indifferent terms 4a 
confiderable part of the campaign. 

Had you any means of oblerving the ſtate of the 
country of Rohilcund, after the Rohillas had evacuated 
the country ? 

I had no good means of obſerving the ſtate of it ; I 
paſſed through it with Sujah Dowlah, after the cloſe of 

the campaign. 
Did the huſbandmen appear to be returned to their 
uſual employment when you paſſed through the country ? 

They did. 

Would it have been conſiſtent with the fafety of the 
province of Oude, to have left the country, called 
Rohilcund, 


( rar ) 
Rohilcind; in the hands of perſons who' were enemies to 
the Nabob of Oude? _ 

The provinces of Oude and Rohilcund Join each 
other ; I conceive, therefore, it would not have been 
conſiſtent with the fafety of the Nabob of Oude to have 
left an enemy in the poſleflion of Rohilcund, as it would 
certainly have given a paſſage for the Mabrattas (the great- 
eſt enemies the Vizier had) into his country, whenever they 
might chooſe to attack him. 

After the Rohillas had refuſed to make the ſtipulated 
payment of forty Lacks to Sujah Dowlah, was it no 
generally believed that they endeavoured to form con- 
netions with the Mahrattas, for the uid of thems 
ſelves againſt Sujah Dowlah ? 

I heard ſuch reports, but L was not in the country at 
the time; and do not know what credit ought to me given 
to ſuch reports. 

Was Bulwant Sing reputed a prince by birth > 

I believe it 1s very well known that Bulwant Sing was 
a very mean perſon. . 

Had he any hereditary power in the province of Be- 
nares ? 

[ believe hot. 

Was Cheyt Sing reputed to be an independent princes 
Ir was he only reputed a Zemindar ? 
| In India 1 never heard him reputed any thing but a 
Zemindar. 
| Have you ever ſeen copies of the inſtruments by which 
his Zemindary was granted him by the Government of 
Calcutta? 

[ have tead then in Mr. Haſtings's publication of the 
tranſactions at Benares. 

Are they in the ſame form as the inftruments to all the 
other Zemindaries under the Bengal Government ? 

To the beft of my knowledge they are. _ 
| Is a Zemindar, by the: laws and uſage of Indoſtan, 
liable to give extraordinary aids, on EXtraordinary OCca* 
ions, over and above his ſtipulated rent ? 


[ believe it is a right which every prince of Indoſtan 
claims, and invariably exerciles. 
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Can you mention any inſtances where you have known 
this right exerciſed by Sujah Dowlah ? 

T have heard of ſeveral inftances in which Sujah Dow- 
lah exerciſed. it over Bulwant Sing ; and in the Rohilla 
war, | was very well affured Cheyt Sing had> a body of 
troops employed under Swjah Dowlah. 

- It has been thought that Cheyt Sing had the power 
of life and death—was that power uſually given to Ze- 
 mindars ? | | 

I believe it is; and in the Vizier's provinces it is 
given to every Aumil or colleCtor of revenue. | 

White Cheyt Sing was a dependant on' the Nabob of 
Oude, was not the right of appointing the Mahometan 
chief judge of Benares retained by Sujah Dowlah ? 

I] beheve it was. | 

Was not the mint retained by Sujah Dowlah ? 

I underſtood it was. 5 

If Cheyt Sing. had ſtood as an independent prince, 
anſupported by Oude or- Bengal, would he not have 
been liable to the invaſion of the Mahrattas, or his 
other neighbours ? Bs ISAS 

1 conceive he would. 


Did not his ſecurity in fa&t ariſe from the proteftion 


of Oude, while he was a dependant on: the Nabob of 


Oude, and from the proteCtion of Bengal from 157.5, when 


he became a dependant of the Bengal Government ? 

I] do not think he could have had any other ſecurity. 

Do you not believe, that the Mahratras would have 
invaded Benares, if they had not ſtood in awe of the 
Bengal Government ? | | 

I conceive they would. —If Rajah Cheyt Sing had no 
ſecurity but that of his own flirength, I am perſuaded 
| that the Mahrattas would have invaded him, as they con- 
ſtantly. did the n-ighbouring ſtate of Bundelcund, 


Had you any reaton to believe that Cheyt Sing was dif- 


afﬀected to the Engliſh Government ? 

I have no other realon to believe it, than having heard 
Mr. Graham, the former Reſident at Benares, frequently 
declare his opinion, that he was difaffetted to the Engliſh 


Government, —He declared alſo, that he had. realon t0 


believe the Rajah Cheyt vINg Was Carrying on 6 toeaon- 
| EE ble 


Ve! 
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ble correſpondence with Nudjiff Cawn, and requeſted L 
would uſe my endeavours at the Court of Oude to detec 
the original letters of their correſpondence. 

When the extraordinary aid of five lacks was demanded 
from Cheyt Sing in 1778, and the ſubſequent years, 'by 
the Bengal Government, was Cheyt Sing's conduct fuch 
as by the cuſtoms and opinions of Indoſtan would be 
deemed contumacious ? | 

As far as T have heard of it T think it would. 

Was it uſual for the Princes of Indoſtan to puniſh the 
contumacy of their dependants by fines ? 

] beheve 1t was. 

Did Cheyt Sing obje& to theſe payments upon the 
grounds that he was not bound to pay, or that he was 
unable to pay ? 

I do not remember ever hearing what his reaſons were. 

Specify what acts of contumacy you have heard of 
Cheyt Sing ? 

His refuſal of the fine that was demanded of him. 

Upon the demand of the tributary aid, what aCts of 
contumacy can you ſpecify of Cheyt Sing” g? 

His refuſal to pay it ;—1I ſpeak only as it appears from 
Mr. Haſtings's narrative ;—his refuſal to pay it, and oblig- 

ing the Government to reſort to force. 

What acts of contumacy of Cheyt Sing do you know, 
or have you heard of, upon the demand of the tributary aid ? 

[ know of none bat what are recorded in Mr. Haftings's 
narrative. 

From your knowledge of the uſages and cuſtoms of 
Indoſtan, is it your opinion that a Zemindar refufing to 
give extraordinary aid upon extraordinary occaſions a- 
mounts to an act of contumacy ? 


[ ſhould conceive it would, in the opinions of the peo- | 


ple of Indoſtan, 
And then the witneſs was dire&ted to withdraw, 
The witneſs being again called in, he was aſked, 


Is the Zenana a place where it is uſual tor the Princes of 


Indoftan to depofit their treaſures ? 
I do not know whether it 1s a uſaal cuſtom, but it 1s 
Yery well known that Sujah Dowlah depoſited his there. 
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| Have you ever heard that the revenues of the province 
O of Oude were regularly carried to the Zenana ? 

I have heard they were. 

Do you know of any inſtances of Sujah Nowlah's hav- 
ing conſidered the treaſures depoſited in the Zenana as his 
treaſures ? 


Durivg the Rohilla war, Sujah Dowlah gave me a 


draft upon his treaſures there for » 5 lacks of rupees on 
account of the Company, which was received and carried 
down to Calcutta, 

Have you ever heard whether Sviah Dowlah made a 
will ? 

I never heard that he did. 

Do you know of any a& by which Sujah Dowlah tran: 
ferred the property in this treaſure to his wife the Bow 
Begum ? 

] do not. 

If he had not transferred the property to his wife, nor 
bequeathed by his will, to whom did it belong upon his 
geath, by the laws of Indoſtan ? 


I ſhould conceive it belonged to whoever ſucceeded to | 


the Soubahdarry. 
Wohyg was that perſon ? 
The Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah. 
Did Sujah Dowlab leave great debts ? 


He did, his debt to the Eaſt India Company was very 


eqnſiderable, and his whole army was largely in arrears, 
Had he any other debts ? 
I do not know that he had. 


Did Aſoph ul Dowlah, upon his acceſſion to the 


 Muſpud, him his father's trealures from his mother as 


belonging to himſelf ? 


L was not jn the province of Oude at the time of Sujah 
Dowlah's death, but I have heard and believe he did 


claim them ſoon after, 
FE Fn you not heard that from Aſoph a1 Dowlah him- 
je 


| cpmpor be certain that I have—T have ſeen it ppon re- 
gore 


Po! you know what was the event of the firſt clainy 


madg 


I 
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made by Afoph ul Dowlah, ſoon after his acceffion in | l 

1776? | 
. 


I underſtood it was refuſed, and perſiſted in, till Mr. 
Briſtow interfered, and procured the Begum's comment to 
advance a certain ſum. 

What was that ſum ? 

To the beſt of my recolleCtion, it was thirty lacks of 
rupees. 

Uoon that occaſion, did Mr. Briſtow give the ſecurity 
of the Engliſh Goverament to protect her from the further 
demands of her ſon ? 

He did. | 
Have you any reaſon to believe that, after the pay- W111 

ment of thoſe thirty lacks of rupees, the Nabob Aſoph 17 
vl Dowlah- would have made further demands upon his mo- it of 
ther, if he had not been prevented by the Engliſh Company? "| | 
] have no doubt but he would, 
When did the' Engliſh Government fignify to Aſoph ul | 
Dowlah that his mother had forteited their protection ? TY 
] do not recollect the preciſe time; it was about the 
end of 1781. WH! 
Upon what occafian did the Engliſh Government with- [-| 
ow their proteCtion from the mother of Aſoph ul Dow- 
lah ? 
- In conſequence of the part ſhe appeared to have ated 
on the inſurre&tion at Benares. | 
Did not Aſoph ul Dowlah, upon this proteCtion being [ 
withdrawn, extort a further ſum of money from his fl 
mother ? | it 
He did. | 
In doing this, were any feverities uſed towards his _ 
mother ? $ 
I do not recollect any particular ſeverities, further than | 
taking poflefſion of the Kelha or fort of F yzZabad, in 
which her palace ſtood, Je! 
Was there any ſeverity or incivility to her perſon ? _ 101 
I do not know that there was. 1.0 
Were there not many Jagbires granted to different per- $i! 
{ons within the province of Oude ? Wit 
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| Was there not a jaghire granted to the Begum among 
others ? 

There was. ; 

Did the Nabob ever expreſs a wiſh to take away that 
Jaghire ? 

- I do not recollect he ever expreſſed a wiſh to take it a- 
way without an equivalent. 

What was the equiyalent he propoſed to give her ? 

W hatever ſum the collected from it according to her 


.own ſtatement. 


Was it ever propoſed, that an equivalent ſhould be 
ovaranteed to her by the Engliſh Government ? 

It was propoſed to be paid to her through the Engliſh 
Reſidenr. 

Would that have had the effect of a guarantee ? 

I conceive it would. 

Were there other jaghires granted by the Nabob of 
Oude, beſides this to his mother ? 

A great many. 

Was the police of the Government. and the collegion 
of the revenucs, impeded by thoſe jaghirrs ? 

It was a general complaint, and, I believe, with 
foundation. 

Were any of the jaghires granted to perſons of in- 
ferior ravk, to the companions of the Nabob's pleaſures ? 


There were a great many of them granted to perlons. 


who had riſen trom very interior ſituations, particularly 
to thoſe who are known by the name of Orderlies, 

W hat is the meaning of the word Orderlies ? 

They were a number of perſons about the Nabob 
before he came to the government, who always attended 
on his perſon, and were called orderly Sepoys, Upon 
his acceſhon to the goverament, he raifed them to the 
rank of Rajabs, and gave them jaghires, as well as 
commands in his army, and large civil appointments. 
At the time TI left Lucknow, one of theſe MEN had a 
collection of forty lacks of rupees. 

When Aſoph ul Douwlah expreſled reluftance to reſume 
the jaghires, did you underſtand his reluctance to be 1n 
reſpect to his mother's Jaghires, or to the jaghires of thele 
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T underſtood it to « moſtly with reſpect to reſuming 
the jaghires of his Orderhes, and other favourites. 

What deſcription of perſons were confined in the 
Khourd Mahal ? 

They were the late Nabob's concubines. 

To what number were they ? 

I really cannot ſay, as a number of them had been 
ſuffered to go out at different times. 

Were they women of low rank or condition, or wo« 
men of family ? 

| believe there were originally women of family 
amongſt them ; but the moſt part of thoſe who now re- 
main are women of low extraCtion. 

Was there a revenue afſhgned for their IMAINCNANCE ? 2 

There was. 

Had you any reaſon to believe that the treaſures left 
in the cuſtody of the Bow Begum were intended by Su- 
jah Dowlah to be employed tor the maintenance of the 
women confined 1n the Khourd Mhal, and the children 
he had by them ? 

[ had never any reaſon to believe they were. 

In what part of India was you in January 1780, when 
Colonel Hannay was again reſtored to his command ? 

I was at that time in Calcutta. 

Do you know, or have you heard, for what reaſon or 
by what means Colonel Hannay was again reſtored to his 
command ? 

I have heard that he was reſtored to his command at 
the Nabob's perſonal requeſt. 

What clear revenue did the diſtricts of Goruckpore 
and Baraich produce annually to the Nabob Vizier, pre- 
vious to Colonel Hannay's appointment ? 


[ cannot ſpeak with certainty ; but I have generally un-. 


derftood that the revenues produced by thoſe countries (par- 
ticulaily Goruckpore) was very little more than ſufficed 
to pay the troops that were neceſſarily kept in the country. 

What clear revenues did thoſe diſtricts produce annu- 
ally during the time Colonel Hannay had the command ? 

I cannot ſay ; but the Company, TI think tor the two 
years I held the reſidency, had an aſſignment each year of 
tn lacks of rupees, Which I believe was Paid, EXCEpt in 
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the year of the Benares inſurre&tion, when 1 believe, to 
the beſt of my recolleCtion, there was one lack of rupees 
balance on the ten. 

What clear revenue did the diſtricts produce after 
Colonel Hannay's removal ? 

I cannot ſay, I believe very little: 

Do you know, or did you ever hear, that the late 
Colonel Hannay ever was accuſed of the grofieſt pecula- 
tion in India ? 

I cannot ſay I ever heard ſuch a charge againſt him, 

Was there at any time. any compulfion uſed with the 
Nabob to induce him to grant penfions to any of the 
Company's ſervants or Britiſh ſubjects ? 

To my knowledge there never was: 

Is it the rule for a Reſident, when he quits his office, 
to leave his accounts and other official papers at the refi- 
dency ? 

TI apprehend it is; I have always done ſo. 

Do you know when the monopolies of falt petre was 
firſt taken from the Nabob's officers, and given to the 
Company's ſervants ? 

I cannot aſcertain when it was taken from the Nabob's 
officers ; but I have heard that many individual Europeans 
were conceried in that article, even long before the death 
of Sujah Dowlah. 

Was any military afficer concerned in_that monopoly 
Previous to your appointment to the reſidency ? 

I have heard there were. 

What was the Nabob's opinion of the juſtice and 
propriety of Mr. Haſtings's condu&t towards Cheyt 
OINT ? 

| SIN heard the N abob expreſs himſelf upon. that 
ſubject, | 
Has the Nabob always entertained a favourable opinion 
of Mr. Haſtings s humanity, good faith, truth, and 
Juſtice ? 

As far as I am able to judge, the Nabob al way's el- 
tertained a favourable opinion of Mr. Haſtings. 

Did the natives entertain the ſame favourable opinion ? 

I conceive they did. 

Was Mr, Haſtings's conduct in the Government 


agreeable 
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avrecable to the people of India, and was he reſpe&ed 
by them? 

] have always conceived he was. 

Of what age was Hafiz Rhamet when ke was killed ? 

I never ſaw him—]I ſhould ſuppole about ſixty. 

Was he a native of Rohilcund ? 

I do not believe he was. | 

From what part of India did he come ? 

I underſtood he was one of the military commanders 
of Aly Mahomed Cawn, who firſt founded the Govern- 
ment there :—he came into the country with him. 

From whence did he come ? 

Laſt from the Court of Delhi. 

Where was he born, do you think 9 

] really do not know.—Very probably he was born at 
Delhi. 


If he was born at Delhi, how came you to think that 


the Rolle did not come into poſſeſſion ot that country 
till 1 

gp ge came to Delhi much before that, 

How long before did he come into Indoſtan ? 

I really do not Know ; but I fancy a conſiderable time 
before that. 

How long has Sujah Dowlah and his anceſtors been 
ſettled in the country of Oude ? 

I think the preſent Nabob is the fourth generation, 
to the beſt of my knowledge. 

Have you ever ſeen Dow's Hiſtory of Indoſtan ? 

T have read it ; but it is many years ago. 

Do you recolle& that he calls Sujah Dowlah ** the 
« more infamous Son of an infamous Perfian Pedlar ?” 

I do, | 

Do you not think, that ſuch random accounts of 
Europeans, taken from no authentic record, are little 
to be credited? _ 

I apprehend his accounts are taken from the ſame 
ſource as mine, and other Europeans in the country. 

Was not Zabita Cawn a Rohilla ? 

He was. 
Had he not ſome dominions upon the eaſtern de of 

the Ganges ? 
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He had. 

Was he in friendſhip with Sujah Dowlah, or in en- 
mity, when that whole traf&t of country was delivered to 
Sujah Dowlah ? 

I really cannot take upon me to ſay. 

What do you think ? 

I ſhould think he was rather an enemy. 

What do you mean by the word rather, was he at 
war with Sujah Dowlah ? 

Not to mv knowledge. 

' Did Sujah Dowlah complain, that he had not paid 
him any ſum of money agreeable to treaty ? 

I never heard him complain of him by name. 


Was Zabita Cawn a party to the pecuniary apree- 7 


ments, for the breach of which Sujah Dowlah made a 
pretence to extirpate the nation of the Rohillas ? 


I never heard that he was a ſubſcribing party to that 


treaty :—but I ſhould coneeive he muſt have been in- 
tereſted in it, as his country was the moſt expoſed to the 
attacks of the Mahrattas, and had actually been over- 
run and. deſtroyed the year before. 

Was any requiſition made to Zabita Cawn to pay any 
ſum of money on that account, previous to the taking 
away of his territories ? 

I do not know that it was. 

On what right or pretence did the Nabob Sujah "TR 
Jah ſend a great body of men, women, and children to 


burthen his remaining np after they had been 


ravaged by the Mahrattas ? 

It is impoſſible for me to ſay upon what right he con- 
ceived himſelf to act. 
dat right had Mr. Haſtings to aſfiſt him in that 

| really cannot take upon me to fay, 

Upon what principle do you choole to call the Robillas 
an interior race ? 

[ do not call them an inferior race. I only ſpoke of 
the general repute they are heid in in Indoftan. 

And then the witnels was directed to withdraw. 
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MINUTES, &c. 


Mercuriti, 24% die Maij 1786. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on 
the Articles of Charge of High Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors, preſented to the Houſe 
againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, late 
Governor General of Bengal.- 


ATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Eſquire, again 
called in, and examined. 


The latter part of the evidence given by the 
witneſs on the laſt day of the ſitting of this 
Committee, being read to him ; 


He was aſked, | 
Who held the Rohillas in that inferior light ? 


The generality of the people in Indoſtan whom I 
have heard ſpeak of them, and particularly the Maho- 


' metans. 
In what province ? 
In the province of Oude. | 
On what ground,---or what reaſon did they aſſign ? 


. I never heard them aſſign any particular reaſon---the 
reaſons of the Mahometans probably were that they 


were of a different ſet; the Rohillas being of the ſect 
of Omar, and the others of the ſect of Ali. 


of any power that has entered into a treaty for the ex- 


prels purpoſe of extirpating, for a ſum of money, any 
venomination of people ? 


| cannot ſay I have. 


U 2 Did 


_ 
mY CR II——_—_——__—_—RR 


_ '@ - , | oy Y Am _ 
Bona Vee Hoe einer err re oe — 


JE 


Have you, in your acquaintance with Indoſtan, known 


md 4 
'* 
+ 
A 


— , 
a - kn t < * ey 


—— - 


 — 
*—_ —y 


—__ Pn nn 
A. wo —_ 


een ger i A 
© AP 4th 
i 


Or EDI: 


a i! 
' Ul 


ho Re. 


=_ — — 
— 


ES. ae oY." 


Guts 
—_—” « 
— —_ - 


a 
'S ” 
—_ 


Fee 9$_ - - 
hmmm wh te + 7 


= = - _y ——_— - _ -— _ — n——_— - —_— _ 
apanmnits _ _—- —_—- a —_— i 0 - < COO0 IE eaten on re Re — —_— 


- -— —- <I 
Mg OI < Oes ——— C— 
- - 
x 


—y— + — OP IR a 
- — 


C 142; ) 


ng Did not the Rohillas offer terms of accommodation to 
the Vizier, before the battle fought with Hafez Rhamet? 
| have heard that ſome propoſals were made to Co: 
lone] Champion, tendipg to an accommodation, but [ 
never heard 'the particulars. 
From « hom did you make your enquiries concerning 
the' treatment of the Rohjlla captives ? 
- From my own. ſervants and others. 
"What others ? 4 
Other people who were followers of the camp. 
Where were the Rohilla captives when Mr. Haſtings 
ordered you to make the enquiry ? 
Sorne of them” were in Sujah Dowlah's camp, and the 
reſt, I believe, were in the town of Biffoulee. 
Did you apply to any of the captives themſelves, to 
be informed of their condition 7 
I cannot ſay I did—I had no ſort of communication 
with them. | 
Did you ſend to Biſſoulee to enquire ? 
I did, 
Whom did you ſend? . 
I ſent my own Mounſhee, or Perſian Secretary. 
Have you acopy of your in{iruE&tions to the Secretary? 
] gave him no written inſtructions—my inſtructions 
_to him were verbal, | 
Have you any written report from vaur Secretary ? 
I have not. ' png | 
« What was the Secretary's name ? 
Moraud Ully Cawn. | 
| Were not ſome of thoſe captives removed afterwards 
to Fyzabad ? LN , 
I am not certain—]I think they went from the Vizier's 
eamp to Allahabad ; but I do not ſpeak with certainty, 
| Did you neyer hear that none of them went to Fy- 
Zabad ? | 
I do not recolle&t that I did—TI am not certain whe- 
ther ſome of them might not have taken that way ta | 
Allhabad. . 7 rg 
_ - Hag the Vizjer. any, and what eorreſpondence, with 
apy others of the Rohilla Chiefs beſides Hafez Rhamet, 
©" preyious to the engagement ? ET Ren | 1 


( 153 ) 


1 do not know it of my own knowledpe, but I have 
heard he had. 

Have you heard what the ſubje& matter of that cor- 
reſpondence was ? | 
[ heard that he had ſome correſpondence with the 


ſons of Doonda Cawn, in coniequence of.. their having 


propoſed a neutrality in the war. 
What anſwer did the Nabob pee to tho'e people ? - 


I bave heard that he promiſed them continuance in | 


the country they held, provided they took no part in the 
war. | 
Did he keep his promiſe ? 
He did not. 
What countryman was NudjiffCawn?—of what tribe? 
] believe he was a Perſian, of the ſeEt of Ali, as I be- 
heve ; but I am not certain. 
Are you ſure he was not of the race of the Rohillas 
er Afghans ?. 
1 cannot be ſure ; but I never heard that he was. 
Have you tranſmitted to Calcutta an exact account 
of the reſamed jaghires, and their real value ? 
As far as | have been able to colle& it, Idid, 
When did you tranſmit that account? 
'To the beſt of my recolleCtion, a very ſhort time be- 
fore I was removed from Lucknow. 
De you know that twenty-five or twenty-fix of the re- 


famed jaghires' were old grants previous to the year of 


the Hegyra of 1183 ? 

toni thee ſome of them, I cannot ſay how 
many, were old grants. 

Were all the new grants made tq the Nabob's Or. 
fderlies ? 

I do . not believe that all were, þut by much the 
greater part to people of that ſtamp. 

How many were the Jaghiredarg i in the whole ? 

] cannot recolle&t. 

Were their number fixty in; the whole 

I think there might be that punter, 

Did you, in the Nt you ſent down to Ca'cutts, 


dif. 


tinguiſh the jaghires made to Orderlies from thoſe which 


Figre polletſed by more deſerving Oe 
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- To the beſt 6f my recolleQion, I only named the per. 
ſons, without any diftinction of character, 

Dqgyou know what the countries of Baraich and Go. 
ruckpore were ow at, before they were rented by 
Colonel Hannay 2 - + 

- 1Gd natdy »© 50491 4 

Do you know what Colonel Hannay enga3 2ed to Pay 
fort his;firfſt year, oe, 

--caunet-ſay. I do<—The aſſignment upon him for the 
Company, to; the be(t of my. recollection, was ten lacks G 
of rupees for the firſt year. al 

Are you ſure there ma any aſhgament at all to the 
Company the firſt year ? 

-L amr pretty certain, that, within the firſt twelvemonths 
of Cdlanet.,Hannay's:going into that country, he had an 
engagement upon him for the-Company, to the amount 
of the ſlim] haye-mentioned, or thereabouts, = 

Were Baraich and Goruckpore that year put into the 
Company's affiznmeants 3. | 1 

They had.thoſe athgnments: apon. them. 

Were thofe places Put: Anke the Company's J regu: ar, 


tuncaw 2. 3 13 4; 
| I think they were. » tof i 
l | - What remiſhon was moe to Colone Hanna t cha 
| year ? 


| -1 at not acquainted with it, = there was any. 

| -; : Are you ſure: that Colonel:HJ4pnay's 5 engagement fo 
| that year was not for thirty lacks 2 ; 
#T think i038 -+m poſſible it could Jabs been for ay 
ſuch ſum ; but I again repeat, that-I: ſpeak with great 

uncertainty, having / no notes or accounts! whatever . t9 

refer to, 3 
' What were the en gagements for BaraichchndGorock- 

ore the next year fqn. 


I think-the vextajcns Mr. Purling came up *g Luck 


now, before the Jumma was ſettled. 5: a 
Do you know! what-it was'?... c4 W 
] do not. ve: ron Ma 
 Haye:you beard: thatiit: ras twenty lacks? 14 0 


60 agtirecoHect: that T' ever heard what it was. 3; 
Did JPY hear WRGE vrgmuhons weremade 1 inthat year ? 


| #T did. * 


6. 09s 3 
T did not. LET YE 
Did you hear that there was a remiſſion of eight lacks 
on that year's Jumma ? bs | 
1] never did. 

Did you look over Mr. Purling's ſtatement of the re. 
venue, when you came up to ſucceed him in his office ? 

| do not recolleCt ſeeing any ſtatement of the revenues. 

Did you ever ſend down any ſtatement yourſelf to the 
Governor General and Council, of the Nabob's revenue, 
and the charges of collection ? 

I do not recolle& that I did. | 

Do you not Know that great diforders prevailed in 
the diſtricts of Baraich and Goruckpore, during a great 
part of Colonel Hannay's adminiftration ; and that the 
whole, at a certain time, was nearly 1n rebelhon ?_ 

[ have heard that great diſorders prevailed for a great 
part of the time of Colonel Hannay's refidence there, 
and for a long time before, It is very well known, 
that, ſome part of the laſt year of Colonel Hannzy's con- 
tinuance there, the country was in actual rebellion. - ' 

What reaſon was aſfigned by the rebels for taking 
up arms? — 

[ cannot ſay I had any communication with them, or 
heard any reaſon aſſigned, except in the encouragement 
they had received from Rajah Cheyt Sing and others. 

How came you not to make an enquiry into the cauſes 
of a rebellious diſpoſition in ſo large a part of the coun- 
try, in which you collected ſo large a revenue for the 
Company ? 

[ conceived it was the duty of the Nabob and his 
Miniſters, and not mine. | 


Did you never concern yourſelf at all in any thing 


that related. to thoſe diſturbances ? 
[ cannot ſay that I have not—If ] did concern myſelf 
. all, I have no doubt it was atthe inſtance of the Na» 
Did the Nabob, to your knowledge, ever receive any 
emplaint'of the 111 treatment of his ſubjeas in thoſe 


provinces, during the time of Colonel Hannay's admi- 


iſtration ? MES 
1 do not know that he did, - 
SIG T | | "nat 
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What have you reaſon to think on that ſubject ? 
TI really cannot ſay—1 can only ſpeak "wok: the know. 
ledge I have. 


Have you not heard that the Nabob _ receive ſuch 


complaints ? 

I really do not recolleCt that I ever did. 

Did you not yourſelf receive a complaint or charge 
to that effect ? 

T do not recolle&t that I did. 

Do you not recollect, that, in the paper delivered to 
you by Major Gilpin from the Begums, that they. had 
aſſerted that Colonel Hannay and Captain Gordon had 
robbed the whole country, or ſomething to that effect ? 

I do recolle& a paſſage in the letter from the Begums 


fomething to that effect. 


At what time did Mr. Graham inform you Fes Cheyt 
Sing carried on a treaſonable correſpondence with Nudjff 


Cawn? 


I cannot ſay exactly; but, to the beſt of my recolleCtion, 


. It was ſometime 1n the year 1778. 


Was it by letter, or in converſation ? 

In converſation, 
' Where? 
. At Benares. 

Was any other perſon preſent ? 

I do not recolle&t that there was—TI believe there was 
not. 

Was Nudiif Cawn at that time at war, or 1n n hoſtility, 
wich the Engliſh Government : ? 

He was not. 

Was he at any time? 


| I do not recollect at any time that he - was in actual | 


War. 


treaſonable correſpondence ? ? 
I did. 


What was the reſult ? 


| I couldobtain no certain intelligence about the core | 


reſpondence ſaid to have been carried on, andI in 
Mr. Graham fo by letter. 
What ſteps $d you take ? 


Did you take any ſteps to aſcertain the reali'y of ſuch 


1] wrots | 


(887 ©) 

{ wrote privately to the Agent I had at the Court 6f 
Delhi, where Nudjif Cawn was at that time, or in that 
country ; and the Vizier's Miniſters alſo, in the ſame 
manner, wrote to the Agent of the Vizier, = 

Did you give any information of thoſe enquiries, and 
the reſult of them, to the Governor General and Council ? 

I did not—lIt was a confidential communication from 
Mr: Graham ; of courſe I did not conſider myſelf at li- 
berty to make any public uſe of it. 

Did you conſider the ſuppoſed correſpondence as of a 
treafonable nature? | 

I underſtood .from Mr. Graham, it was of a nature 


which betrayed a diſaffeCtion in the Rajah to our Govern- 


ment ; that that was the general tendency of it. 

If you had given any credit to it, would you not have 
thought 1t your duty to give intelligence of it to the Go- 
vernor General and Council? _ | 

If in the courſe of my enquiries I had obtained any 
proofs of it, moſt aſluredly I ſhould have conſidered it 
my duty to have made them known to my ſuperiors. 

The Queſtion was,—if you yourſelf had given any 
adt Ft :.- RET ING 

I ſhould not—It was, as I ſaid before; 4 matter of 
confidential communication from Mr. Graham. 

Do you remember having written a letter to Mr. Haſ- 
tings, 1n which are the {ollowing words—< and ſo many 
« diſappointments have I met with in this, as well as my 
* other tranſactions with his Excellency, that I cannot 
* place much dependance upon his aſſurances :”—and 
allo, «© I am ſorry to ſay I have experienced much du- 
« plicity, evaſion, and deceit, in moſt of my tranſactions 
*< with hig Jacellengy T7” uy int; | 

I do remember them, or ſomething to that purpoſe, 

Do you remember the following paſſage in one of 
your letters to Mr. Haſtings—<© Colonel Champion has 
*« informed me that he has a multitude of letters from 
« the family of Hafiz Rhamer, pointing out in the moſt 
© pathetic terms the diſtreſs and miſery they are expoſed 
© to: theſe would be the ſureſt criterion ro judge the 
* Nabob's conduct by ; but while theſe unhappy people 
* are ſo wnmediately in his power, and no eftectual 

RY checks 
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'« checks upon him, it would be dangerous: to produce 


[Then a letter from the witneſs to Mr. Haſtings, dated 


(158) 


&« ſuch vouchers ?” 
1 cannot fay I recolle& ſuch a letter, 


Biffoulee, 5th July 1774, containingthe above:men- 
tioned paflage, was read to the witneſs, as follows ; 
| Sf, | F 
 (®) © Incloſed T have the honour to tranſmit you 
an addreſs from his Excellency the Vizier, written, 
I appr<hend, in conſequence of ſome converſation 1 
bad with him yeſterday, reſpe&ing the families of 
Hafiz Rhamer, and Doonda Cawn ; for, notwith- 
ſtanding his repeated affurances to me, T had fill 
reafon to believe, from the reports which were daily 
propagated, and obtained univerſal} credit, that his 
treatment of theſe anhappy people was ſach as I 
could not, conſiſtent with the tenor of your inſtruc- 
tions. 'paſs unnoticed, -I. accordingly 'remonſtrated 
-aganlt jt, and pointed'out to his Excellency wherein 
his conduet, it faithfully repreſented, appeared to 
merit cenſi:re. I again warmly urged the prudent 
and conciliating meaſures recommended in your in- 
ſtru&ions to me of the 27th May, -and fully ex- 
plained to him how intimately the reputation of our 
national charafter was connected with*every act of 
-his preſent adminiſtration. Phus far premited, I 
intimated to him, in-plain terms that I had received 
your peremptory orders to infiſt upon a proper 
treatment of the family of Hafiz Rhamet, in default 
of which he would moſt- affuredly incur your dif- 
pleaſure, and forfeit every claim to that ſupport. 
and protection which the Engliſh have on all oc- 
cations manifeſted ſuch readineſs to yield him. _ 
< His Excellency ſeemed Jefs furprized than hurt 
at the ſtyle of this addrefs, and aſked, with an ap- 
pearapce of concern, © Whence aroſe the necefliry 


Wart en. . 
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WL Read from a book, ivtirvled, oh Bengal Appendix,” preſented 
by Mr. Fitzhugh, from che Eaſt India Company, 26 March 1791, 
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« of preſcribing to him a,condu&t, which a due regard 

« to his own reputation, 1n preference to every other 

.*« tie, would naturally ſuggeſt.” He obſerved, that 
© he had many enemies, and that the influence of 

© prejudice had drawn a reproach upon his character, 

'* which as. he was conſcious he did not merit, it be- 
hoved him by every means in his power to remove. 


He poſitively denied every thing I had taxed hin 


< 

© with on the ſcore of his treztment of Hafiz Rhamet's 
© family, offering to ſtake his innocence on whatever 
< teſt I choſe to propoſe; and further, as he was con- 
< vinced not oply from my remonſtrances, but other 
© concurring circumſtances, that his condu& in gene- 
* ral, but particularly with reſpect to his treatment of 
© his captives, had been repreſented to you jn a par- 
© tial and unfavourable light, he hoped you would be 
© pleaſed to indulge him with the particulars of the 
* charges which may have been alleged againſt him, 
© and at the ſame time point out his accuſers ; that 
* he may attempt that juſtification, which your fſatis- 
© faction, and his ewn reputation, render fo eſſentially 
© neceflary. In reply to theſe refle&igns I obſerved, 
* that the knowledge of matters ſo publicly talked 
© of could not poſſibly be confined to the unmediate 
* ſcene of ation; that various channels mutt have 
© conveyed it to the Preſidency ; and the union of 10 
* many opinions would naturally give it credit, al- 
* though unſupported by the dire evidence of facts, 
* Colonel Champion has informed me, that he hag 
2 multitude of letters from the family of Hatiz 
Rhamet, pointing out, in the moſt pathetic terms, 
the diſtreſs and miſery they are expoled to. Thefe 


condu& by; but while theſe unhappy people are fo 
Immediately in his power, and no effeCtual checks 
upon him, it would be dangerous to produce ſuch 
*youchers, 
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| ..* I am, &c, 
 . _ (Signed) NATH®*MIDDLETON.' 
 Biſſoulee, the 5th of July 1774 
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Then the Fa ſaid, 

T do recollect it. 

After writing the above letters, had you any reaſon t 
think more favourably of the character of the Vizier 
than is expreſſed 1n thole letters ? 

I certainly had ; becauſe T found that many of the re- 
ports that had been propagated to his prejudice, from 
the beſt Informations I could obtain, were without foun- 
dation. 

Did your finding thoſe reports groundleſs, make you 
alter your opinion of the duplicity, evaſion, and deceit, 
which you yourſelf had experienced in molt of your 
tranſactions with him ? 

I meant only with reſpect to his treatment of his pri- 
ſoners. In other reſpects | Feremnly had reaſon to corn- 

plain of the Vizier. 


Upon the whole, did you confider him as a man of a 
falſe and faithleſs characer' or ' the reverſe? | 


I canngt fay that [ conſidered him either as one « or the 
other, ce 

At what amount do you eſtimate the value of the 
plunder of the Rohilla country, of which Son Dowlah 
got poſſeſſion ? © 

Ta the beſt of my recolle&ion it was is, at the | 
time, at fifty lacks of rupecs—1 cannot fay thar that efti- 
jmate 1s juſt; I'had no means of aſcertaining it. ' 
What rate and rank did F yzoolls Cawn hold in pro- 
Poruges: to the other Rohilla Chiefs 2 tt tt 


His rank was Taper to any of the other Rohill 
Chiefs. SN, 


 But'with reſools to his territory, income, and force, 
how did he ſtand? + - 

' His territory, I underſtang, amounted to cight or nine 
main th of Tupees—with rope to his force T cannot 
pes ; | 

Do you know of. any ED PRE made by the Pre- | 
ſidency of Fort William to the Rohilla Chiefs, to induce 
inem to pay the Nor lacks to the Nabob Vizier! Fes 

I donot. _ 

W hether, when you was «a Miniſter atthe 
{-ourt of Sujah Dowlab by Mr. Haſtings, you had any 
AE”! interference 


( 161 


interference i in the management Af the revenues ' of the 
country? 

Nohe. 

When you was appointed Refident at the Court of 
Aſoph ul Dowlah in 1777, did you receive aſſignments 
upon various diftrifts in the V1zier's dominions tor fums 
due from the V1zier to the Eaſt India Company? * 

I did. 

Did you, in February and March 1777, write ſeveral 
letters to the Governor General and Council, ſtating the 
difficulties you had in realizing thoſe afſienments, and 
the diſtracted itate of the V1zier's dominions ? 

To the beſt of my recollection, I did write letters to 
that effe& ſoon after my appointment, but I cannot 
ſpeak poſitively as to dates. 

Upon your appointment in 1777, had Captain Mar- 
ſack a tuncaw or aſſignment on Furruckabad for a ſum 
of money due to him from the Vizier ? 

He had. 

Has Captain Marſack recovered a ſum of money from 
you, before or ſince you left India, by proceſs at law ? 

To the beſt of my recolleftion, he did recover ſome- 
money, through me, from the Vizier? It was a part of 
that debt for which he had obtained a tuncaw on Fur= 
puckabad. 

And then the witneſs was direted to withdraw, 


[Then a letter from Mr. Middleton to the Honour- 
* able Warren Haſtings, dated Lucknow, 3oth 
December 1 1781, was read (*), as follows; v1z.] 


f Lucknow, the zoth December 1787. 


© My dens Sir, 
<] have this day anſwered your public letter, in the 
© form you ſeemed to expect. I hope there 1s nothing 
; in it that may to you appear too pointed. If you 
6 wiſh the matter to be otherwiſe underſtood x 94 I 


(7) Read from a paper, intituled, <* ExtraQts from Pans] in Ne 

« 1. Vel. I.) prefeated'to the Houſe of Commons upon the 13th 

* day of March, by Mr. Morton, from the Eaſt India Company s 
Nb ang ordered to be privaed on the 26th of March 1786." b 
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( 162; ) 
_ © have taken up and ſtated it, I need not fay T ſhall be 


© ready to conform to whatever you may preſcribe, and 
C to take upon myſelf any ſhare of the blame of the 
| HT ore formance of the ſtipulations made 

© on behalt of the Nabob; though, I do affure you, I 
myſelf repreſentcd to his Excellency and the Mini. 
ters, TOnce1ving ic to be your defire, that the apparent 
aſſumption of the re:!ns ot 'his Government (tor in 
that light he undoubtedly conſidered 1t at the firſt 
view) as ſpecified in the agreement executed by him, 
was not meant to be tully and literally eniorced, but 
that 1t was neceflary you ſhould have ſomething to 


of a benefit without a requital; and, upon the faith 
of this aſſurance alone, I beheve I may fately affirm 
his Excellency's objections to ſigning the treaty were 
given up. 1 1 have underſtood the matter wrong, 
or miſconceived your deſign, I am truly ſorry for it; 
however, it 1s not too late to correct the error ; ; and 
I am ready to undertake, and, God willing, to carry 
through, whatever you may, on receipt of m y Pube 
lic letter, tell me 1s your final reſolve. 
© If you determine, at all events, that the meaſure 
of reducing the Nabob's army, &c. ſhail be imme- 
diately undertaken, I ſhall take it as a particular fa» 
vour if you will indulge we with a line at Fyzabad, 
that I may make the neceſſary previous arragements 
with reſpe&t to the diſpoſal of my family, which I 
would not wiſh to retain here, in the event either oi a 
rupture with .the Nabob, or the neceſſity of employ- 
ing our forces in the reduQtion of his Aumils and 
troops. This done, I. can begin the work in three 
« days after my return from Fyzabad. 

| + 1... -.*:h:am, 6c. &E.. 

© NA FH; MIDDLETON. ; 
c T he bis Warren Haſtings. 


' CAPTAIN WILLIAMS called in, and CT: 
_ How long have you been | in the Company”: s ſervice 18 


India? 
; i of fixteen-years, - 


"07058 Gents 0,000 pn RY 
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ſhew on your ſide, as the Company were deprived | 


Ps. 


( 163 ) 


Did you command a battalion of Sepoys in the Goruck- jg 
pore diſtri&t, during the rebellion of Cheyt Sing in 1781? 
I did. | 
Have you any reaſon to believe that the Begums, and 
their eunuchs Behar and Jewar Aly Cawn, encouraged 
that rebellion ? Ee." 
I have very ſtrong reaſons to believe they did. 
You are defired to ſtate the reaſons. | 
The firſt inſtance that appeared to me was a few days 
after the deſtruction of the detachment at Benares. 1 
was then paſſing through Fyzabad—the bearers, which 
were laid upon the road tor me to go expreſs, were taken 
off the road; and Hoolaſs Roy, who had the charge of 
the Dawks, or the Poſt Office, declared to me that the 
bearers were taken off the road by the order of Jewar 
Ally Cawn ; and that the regular poſt had been inter- 
cepted from Benarcs for a day or two : when I quitted 
the Begum's jaghire, the bearers I found in the road 
as uſual. Shortly after my arrival at Lucknow, I was | a 
ordered back to Goruckpore, All' the Gentlemen at 
| 
| 
| 


Lucknow were then of opinion, -that it would be too 
dangerous to proceed by the rout of Fyzabad, and ſtre- 
nuouſly adviſed me to take ſome other road, being well 
2cquainted with the diſpoſition of the Begums at' that 
period ; in conlequence of which I made a circuit of 
near fiity- miles, to avoid. gaing by Fyzabad. Had I | 
cone to Fyzabad, IT have not a doubr but I ſhould have l 
experienced the ſame fate as my orderly Sepoy did, who - 
was killed; and a ſervant of mine, who accompanied | 
nm, was ſtripped, and whipped moſt unmercitully, To . l 
the beſt of my recolleCtion, about the 3orh of September = 
1781, I intercepted a letter at the ferry upon the Rappy, i 


which was incloſed in the hollow of a bamboo, direted 

to Adjie Sing, Rajah of Guchpoor, mentioning the 

21mes of his brothers Perwant Sing and Subant Sing, 

defiring them to arm all the people they had, and to 

perſuade all the people that were dependent on them to 8 

take arms againſt the troops that were in that country, 10 

m the \Vizier's employment, commanded by European | 

 Sfiicers, and to extirpate and deſtroy. them wherever they bi 
met them. * Thus letter repreſented a number. of- other li 

IG circumſtances, If 


UE: 9 Þ 


eircumſtances, of the misfortunes that had happened at 
Benares, in cutting off Captain Mayaffre's detachment ; 
and that that was the period in which they might exert 
themſelves with almoſt a certainty of ſucceſs. This let- 
ter was written by Behar Ally Cawn, officially, as an 
agent to the Begum ; at leaſt as far as I could judge 
from the interpretation of my Mounſhee. To. the beſt 
of my recollection, about the 8th of October 1781, [ 
was joined by a perſon called Bridge Bootten, a man 
very well known in that country, and a perſon of all 
others who had it moſt in his power to annoy and diſtreſs 
any detachment, - from his thorough knowledge of the 
foreſts and paſſes in that country, and who could occa- 
fionally raiſe from 1500 to 2000 men : he declared to 
me, when he joined me with about 200 men, that he had 


received repeated letters from Jewar and Behar Ally | 


Cawn, the Begum's Agents, deſiring him to raiſe all 
the force he poſſibly could, and to exert the utmoſt of 
his power to. extirpate all the Sepoys in that country ; 
that he had' a ſmall penſion from the Nabob, which 
ſhould be increaſed ; and that he ſhould be otherwiſe 1:- 
berally rewarded. The Ranna of Banſey joined us 2 
few days afterwards, near Banſey ; ſhe declared ſhe had 
| Jetters addreſſed to her to the ſame purpoſe. During 
the months of September and October, I received a 
great number of letters from the officers belonging to 
my battalion, who were detached upon command, men- 
tioning their having intercepted a number of letters from 
Behar and Jewar Ally Cawn, direCed to the ſeveral Ze- 
mindars and Rajahs of that country, directing them to 
colle& all their force together, and endeavour to deſtroy 
and extirminate the Sepoys and Officers 1n that country 


' I received a letter from one perſon in particular, Bejar | 


Sing, a Soubahdar of mine, mentioning that he had in- 
tercepted a Perwannah, with the ſeal affixed, of the Be- 
gum's, offering a reward for the heads of Europeans and 
native officers and Sepoys; the ſums were particularly ipe- 
cified—one thouſand rupees for the head of an European 
officer, 100 rupees for a native officer, and 10 rupees for 


a Sepoy. I had accounts alſo from the adjutant and tive 
ether officers of my regiment, who were upon leave of 


TP abſence, 


0 109 3 

abſence, and, hearing of the diſturbances in that country, 
attempted to return to me; they came as far as Fyzabad, 

and there they found 1t abſolutely neceſſary to take off 
their clothes and ſecrete themſelves; and they did not 
Join me till after the inſurreCtion was quelled. They de- 
clared to me—the adjutant particularly, who was an in- 
telligent man—that there was hardly a day paſſed at Fy- 
zabad, during the time that they were obliged to ſecrete 
themſelves there, that they had not accounts of Behar 
and Jewar Ally Cawn raifing troops, and ſending letters 
throughout the whole country, in order to increaſe the 
confuſion and diſtreſs that prevailed at that period. One 
circumſtance he mentioned ro me particularly, that, when 
Zalim Sing got poſſeſſion of the guns at Omorah, he fired 
a ſalute with them, and the ſalute was anſwered from the 
walls of the Kelha of Fyzabad; that report was alſo con- 
firmed by Major Macdonald. I remember other inſtan- 

ces ; but I fear it would take too much time to mention 

them. 

And then the witneſs was dire&ed to withdraw. 


To report a progreſs, &c, 
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Martis, 30* die Maij 1786, 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Miſ- | 
demeanors, preſented to the Houſe againſt 
Warren Raſtings, Eſquire, late Governor 
General of Bengal. 


HE Committee was moved, that ſeveral papers 
might be read. 

And phe ſame were read accordingly ; and are as fol. 

lows; : My 


£ EXTRACTS of Letters from Sir Robert Barker tq 
* the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Prefident and 
* Governor, &c, Gentlemen of the Sele&t Commit- 
* tee; dated Head Quarters, near Aflurpore, 2oth 
of; 


(+) * Since the date of my laſt, a few repeated mar- 
$ ches brought me yeſterday about 10 coſs from Ram 
* Gaut ; and I there received information that a body 
* of Marattas , under the command of Toocajee Hol- 
F car, had crofſed the Ganges with intent to ſeize and 
* carry off the Rohilla Haftez Rhamet Cawn, who has 
* been carrying on the ſame double dealings as here: 
* tofore prattiled by that treacherous ſe.” 


{+) Read from Appendix, N® 18, to the Fifth Report of the Com- 
mo” of Secrecy, appointed to enquire into the cauſes of the war 
jn the Carnatic, and of the condition of the Britifh poſſeſſions 11 
oo. ori 


21ſ, 


(1071 


© 21ſt March 1773. 


(3) © The Rohilla Chief Haffez Rhamut Cawn is 
t come in to his Excellency; and to-morrow j pur 
* poſe to give you information what may be deters 
* mined regarding him,” 


PEST CI , of . #4 k - , - , | | " Ay — 
o 


23d March 1773. | 


(+) © From fome ſuſpicions of the treachery of li 
* the Rohilla, I ſuppoſe the plan of the attack of "| 
© Tuccajee, by the joint endeavours of the Vizier and lg 
* Haftez, was not undertaken.” | I 


© 24th March 179 3. | it 
($) © The coming in 6f Haffez has afſuaged his 


* Excellency a good deal ; and upon condition of the 

* Rohilla immediately clearing off the laſt year's trea- 

© ty of 40 lacks of rupees, it has been determined to | 
* afford theit families and Country prote&ion from 
* the ravages of the Maraitas, of which the Nabob 

* is to pay the Company 20 lacks for the part they 
* will take in this proteion ; but in default of the. 
* fulfilling of this agreement by the Rohilla, his Ex- 

* cellency agtees to pay the ſunt of fifty lacks of ru- 

« pees to the Company, for their aid in putting him 
© in pofſeſſion of the Rohilla diſtrits, commonly 

* known by the territories of Haffez Ramur,* 


(*) Read from the ſame Appendix, "1 
(#) Read from the ſathe Appendix, 
($) Read from the ſame Appendix, 


Ys 6 Eo 


« 168 ) 


< EXTRACTS of a Letter from the Governor and Se. 
© Ie Committee to Sir Robert Barker ; dated Fort 
« William, 15th April 1773. 


(*) © We have received your ſeveral letters, with 
© their encloſures, under date the 15th, 2oth, 216, 
© 23d, and 24th ult?, Lb | 
* We approve of the plan formed for the prote&ion 
© of the Rohilla country, and of the ſtipulation you 
© have made in behalf of the company, for the moi- 
© ety of the ſum of forty lacks, to be paid by the Ro- 
© hilla Chief for this aid;. and we authorize you to 
* enter into ſuch engagements with the Vizier and 
* the Rohillas ; but we cannot as yet agree to the al- 
© ternative propoſed, as it might not at this time be 
© diſcreet to create new enemies, until our hands are 
_ © entirely cleared of the Marattas, and eſpecially for 
* an object of no permanent advantage to the Com- 
* pany; we therefore defire that you will not engage 
© in any meaſures for reducing the country of the | 
© Rohillas; in cafe of default of their engagements 
© with the Vizier, before you have adviſed us of every 
© circumſtance, and have received our further in- 
© ſtructions upon the ſubject. ? 
* That a plan of this Kind would yield the moſt eſ- 
* ſential advantage to the Vizier, in extending his 
© territories, completing the defenfive line of his pol- 
© ſeſſions, and freeing him from the moft troubleſome 
© nighbourhood, we can well conceive ; but as this 
cannot be atchieved by the Vizier himſelf, without 
the aſhftance of our forces, we-can never conlent to 
engage in it-(although we fhiould even be authori- 
zed by the treachery or miſconduct of the Rohillas) 
without ſuch previous conditions as ſhall ſeem to the 
Company an equivalent for ſo important a ſervice 
rendered to our ally.—And here we cannot avoid | 
exprefling our regret, that in the whole courſe of our 
alliagce and operations with the Vizier, this ne- 
ceſlary and equitable precaution has never yet been 


'QO G@ a @a@ @®a a «© 86 46 


(*) Read from the ſame Appeudisx, ; 
| £ ſufficiently 


Cabs. 7 


« ſufficiently attended to, but every meaſur2' we have 


to have been calculated for bis particular advan- 
tage: while he thus reaps the ſole benefit, to the 
entire excluſion of the Company, ut muſt check us 
in every ſcheme propoſed for the ſucceſs of the cauſe 
in which we are jointly engaged, unleſs ſome more 
equal plan of alliance ſhall be formed with him. 


a oo a ee. RA 


LD — — 


RY 


* the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Pre- 
+ © fident and Governor, &c. Gentlemen of the Se- 
* let Committee ; dated Camp, near Currambuſla. 


* 6th May 1773. 


(*) © As our letter, of the 15th ult?, has deprived 
© me of the only means of enforcing the payment of the 
* moiety of the 40 lacks, viz. that of frightening the 
* Rohilla to the performance of their treaty, it 13 well 

* known that neither promiſe or oaths have been able 
© to bind this treacherous ſe& of people. to their en- 
gagements ; their own intereſts, or their own fears, 
are the only ſprinzs by which they can be moved. 
I ſhall wait your further orders on this head, pro- 
vided they pay not their promiſed ſtipulation. And 
here I cannot but remark your obſervation, that in 
the whole courſe of our alliance with the Vizier an 
equivalent for our aſſiſtance has never been yet ſuf- 
ficiently attended to; but every meaſure we have 
adopted, in conjunction with him, appears to be 


ing the ſole benefits of the entire excluſion of the 
Company. AS this in a great meaſure reflects on 
my conduR, and the inattention I have given to the 
Company's welfare, permit me to obſerve, that his 
Excellency giving the moiety of the 40 lacks, to be 
received from the Rohilla, together with a payment 


SS SMa20a ce 9.A.:.6., +: 6: 


(*) Read from the ſane Appendix, 
* af 


adopted, in conjunction with him, appears wholly 


EXTRACTS of Letters from Sir Robert Barker to 


wholly calculated for the peculiar advantage, reap-_ 
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* at the rate of 14 lacks per annum, for the expehee 
© of the troops during their affiſtance in this under. 
© taking, or an offer of half a crore of rupees, with his 
© endeayours to obtain a remiffion of the tribute from 
© Bengal, cannot be eſteemed an entire excluſion of 
© the Company; and if he has been remilſs in the di. 
< viſion, it was left with you, Gentlemen, to propoſe; 
© andI am convinced that he would readily enter into 
* every previous condition, that would ſecure the Com- 
* pany an equivalent for this important ſervice. 


h b _ - _—_ _ ” - —_ OWEW 4 4 __ " a 
. 


— 


© xoth May 1773. 


© In conſequence of the retreat of the Marattas 
© towards the Jumna, the Rohillas are but little in- 


© clined to perform their agreements, and already be- 
« gin to heſitate. 


—_ 


, 
a CO ORETT # Mat hh, 4. —_ nes ——_ 
— _ —_— 


* 13th May 1773. 


< Haffez Rhamut ſtill declines payment of the trea- 
* ty, until he can conſult the ee Rohilla Sirdars, 
who are to bear a proportion in it; but it appears 
more to delay time, that he may diſcover how the 
affairs of this quarter are hkely to turn out. His 
Excellency and myſelf will remain ſome days after 
the troops, that we may uſe our endeavours to ſet- 
« tle this buſineſs, if poſſible ; and I beg leave to ſend. 
s you the copy of the Rohilla treaty, by which you 
__ © will perceive how literally it has been executed and 
« performed, notwithſtanding the evaſion of their Chietse 
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« Camp at Oriflait, 2oth May 177%. 
« His Excellency and myſelf, after dies three 
& days at Currom Baſs, without obtaining any deter- 
©& minate anſwer from the Rohilla Chiefs, relative to 
s their fulfilling of their engagements, determine to 
« follow the troops.” 
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EVIDENCE 
TAKEN BEFORE A 


Committee of the Houſe of Commons, 
BEING 


A COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE HOUSE, 


Appointed to conſider of the ſeveral Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, pre- 
ſented to the Houſe againſt Warren Haſtings, 
Eſquire, late Governor General of Bengal. 


PARTY, 


L O N D O©O N: 


Printed for Jogn STOCKDALE, oppoſite BuzLinGTON-HousE, 
Piccavitty, M.DCC.LXXXVI, 


Mercurij, 21* die Funij 1786. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on 
the Articles of Charge of High Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors, preſented to the Houſe 
againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, late 
Governor General of Bengal. 


NAPTAIN WILLIAMS, called in, and exa- 
mined. 7 

In whoſe ſervice was you in the province of Oude 

during the troubles there ? 

In the Company's ſervice. | 

What body of the Company's troops did you there 

command ? | | 

_ I did not command any of the Company's troops 

there—I was appointed by the Governor and Council to 

command a battalion of Sepoys in the Vizier's ſervice. 
When was the minute of the Governor and Council 

for that purpoſe made ? | HED 

In January 1781, to the beſt of my recolleCtion. 

Were you not in the Nabob's ſervice before ? 

_ I ſerved before in the temporary brigade. 


General and Council to command a battalion in the 
Nabob of Oude's ſervice ? ; | 
In conſequence of a promotion which took place, and 


that battalion. | 
Who commanded that battalion before you ? 


Major Lumddaine, 


On what occaſion were you named by the Governor 
* which removed the officers who formerly commanded 


Z 2 Did 
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Did you command that battalion at the time of the 
toubles ? 


Yes. 

Under whom did you command ? 

Colonel Hannay was my immediate ſuperior officer. 

From what fund was your corps paid ? 

It 1s hardly poſſible tor me to anſwer that queſtion : 
—the two months pay I received during the time I 
commanded I received from Lucknow, from Mr, 
Wombwell ; and that was the only. pay I received during 
the time 1 commanded that battalion till it was re- 

formed. 
Was Mr. Wombwell the ordinary Paymaſte of the 
Naboh's battalions ? 

He was the Paymaſter appointed to the Corps com- 
manded by -Colonel Hannay. 

Whether the pay was Oe iſſued to the corps 
which.you commanded ? 

It was not. 

How many months pay. was your Corps. in arrear ? - 

Sometimes ſeven or eight months—three, four, five, 
ſix, ſeven, and eight months. _ 

Were your troops very obedient during that period ? 

At one time they were not. _ 

What method did you take to ſuppreſs the mutiny 
which broke out in your corps for want of pay ?- 

I compelled Mahomed Shuffii Cawn to lend me ten 
thouſand rupees ; and prevailed upon others to lend 'me 
a conſiderable ſum, in order to, fatisty the: troops' who 
were clamorous for their pay. 

Who.is Mahomed Shufh Cawn ? 

He was the Aumail of 7/0465 

Whether that money was not taken to make a ſecond 
payment? 

It will be neceſſary for me to explain the circum- 
ſtances that happened at that period, to anſwer that 
queſtion fully.---I frequently repreiented to Mr. Womb- 
well the great diſtreſs my battalion was in, not being re- 
gularly paid as it had been before I came to the com- 
mand of it. When I was abſent at Lucknow; in the 
month of Auguſt, Mr. Wombwell ſent a month's by 

or 
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for that battalion ; it was then, I think, fix months in 
arrear, to the beſt of my recollection. Upon my re- 
turn to the.ſtation, ſhortly atter I arrived, it was my in- 
tention to have paid the battalion that month's Pay, as 
ſoon as the detached parties could be collected together. 
In the intermediate time the two companies, "which 
were all that I had with me at that period, mutinied ; 
and, in order to quiet them, I was obliged to pay ther 
three months pay out of the month's pay that I had re- 
ceived for the whole battalion. The ſecond payment 
was the money which I borrowed, as before mentioned. 

How comes it that you did not before pay them their 
proportion of the money which you had received for the 
whole battalion ? 

Þ had juſt arrived from Lucknow, and had many 
things. to. attend to, as I was uſt preparing to march 

upon ſervice ; nor did I think proper to pay them till 

the reſt of the troops Joined, which would only create a 
delay of. a few days. 

"Where were the other companies of your battalion ? 

Diſperſed in commands in different parts of the 
country. 

On what commands ? 

For the protection of the country. 

| Whether the country was in a ftate of confuſion or 
rebellion at the time that thoſe companies were de- 
tached- from you ? 

It was, 

What time were the detachments made---whether 
before your going to Lucknow, or after ? 

Some were made before I obtained the command of 


the battalion, and ſome after; they were varied as the 


urgency of the ſervice required. 

When you took the command, were the diſtricts in 
which you were ſtationed in a ſtate of order, or in a ſtate 
of confuſion ? 

[na ſtate of order as far as that country ever 1s. 


Anſwer diſtin&ly, whether it was in a ſtate of or- 


der? 
It was: there was no rebellion nor nfucreticn at 
that time, 


( 176 ) 


On what occafions were the companies detached he: 
fore you came to the command of the battalion ? 

TI ſuppoſe for the proteftion of the country. 
Prote@ion from whom ? 
From ſome petty, refra&tory Zemindars, who occa- 

ſionally refuſed to pay the revenues. 

Did they aſſign any reaſon for refuſing to pay the 
revenues ? | 

I never had an opportunity of aſking them that 
queſtion. | - 

Did you never hear in the country what reaſon they 
aſſigned for not paying the revenues, and for their re- 
fraCtory diſpoſition ? T7 

I do not recolleCt that I did. 5 bet 

Did not. you receive information that the great di- 
turbances which happened in your time, in the diftrifts 
where you commanded, were fomented by the mother 
and grandmother of the Soubah of Oude ? 

I did; and in part ſtated them to this Houſe. 

Did not you hear that they intended to rebel againſt 
the Soubah ? | 

I believe I have ſtated, that they not only intended to 
rebel, but actually did ſo, by all the information I could 
obtain at that period. 

Did you tranſmit that information to the Prince, in 
whoſe ſervice you was, and whoſe pay you received ? 

I did not conſider myſelf as in the ſervice of any 
Prince. I tranſmitted no accounts to the Vi1zier : it was 
no buſineſs of mine fo to do. 

To whom did you tranſmit that information ? 

I tranſmitted 1t to my immediate commanding officer, 
Colonel Hannay, as often as opportunity would admit 

of it. | 
| __ Whether any letters had been intercepted, concerning 
orders from the Begums to exterminate the Engliſh, or 
to thar effect ? | 

Letters were intercepted from the Begums Agents to 
the Rajahs in the country, to dire& them to uſe 
every exertion in their power to deſtroy and annihulate 
the Officers and Sepoys. 

| Did you ee thole letters ?_ 


I did 
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I did. | 

Did you read them ? 

No—but an interpreter, my own moonſhee, pead 
them to me. 

Do you underſtand the Perſian language ? 

Very-imperfe&tly. 

In what language was the intercepted letter written, 
which you have ſtated to have been written by Jewar 
Ally Cawn (far it is inſerted in the Minutes, by mittake, 
Bahar Ally Cawn)? 

In the Perſian language. 


Did you ever intercept any letters direQly written by 
the Begums ? 


No—I neyer underſtood that the Begums wrote any 
ſetters. 


In what manner are Perſian letters authenticated or 
ſigned ? 

Letters from and to equals, generally by a ſeal on the 
cover of the letter ; and to inferiors, on the bottom of 
the letter. 

Could you judge with certainty what was the name 
or inſcription on the ſeal of that intercepted letter ? 

I could judge no further than what my moonſhee told 
me, that the letter was from Jewar APY Cawn—He 
never deceived me. 

Then you do not take upon you to affirm poſitively, 
from your own knowledge, that the letter was written 
by Jewar Ally Cawn ? 

[ can affirm as poſitively as any thing can be, under 
wy circumſtances I before mentioned, that it was from 

im, 

Can you from your own knowledge affirm It? 

I did not ſee Jewar Ally Cawn abſolutely affix the 
ſeal to the letter. 

Can you affirm that it was his ſeal ? 

[ can affirm no further than what my moonſhee in- 
formed me. 


Was the ſeal of the Begums to any of the intercepted 
| letters * ? 


To the bet of my recollection, ſome of my ofheent, 
who 
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who were detached, informed me, that they had ſeen 
Perwannahs with the Begums ſeal affixed to them. 
Have you in your poſſeffion any of the number of 
letters which you have ſaid you intercepted? «© 
No—lI gave a general order to my moonfſhee, at that 
period, to deſtroy all letters of ſuch-dangerous tendency, 
being apprehenſive they might fall into the hands of the 


enemy in that incloſed country. However, a few days 
ago, by accident, I found a few looſe Perſian papers in a 


corner of a trunk of mine, which I defired a gentleman 
to examine for me. It has been examined by a gentle- 
man who perfectly underitands Perſian; and this is a 
tranſlation of it. | The witneſs produces both the ori- 
ginal, and a tetter trom Captain Broome to the witneſs, 
containing a tranſlation.] The cover of the letter could 


not be found : Captain Broome, who tranſlated it, in his 


note makes remarks upon the letter; and I have no 
doubt that this, from the conteatrs of it, was one of the in- 
tercepted letters. 
[ Then the original paper, and Captain Broome's let- 
ter, were delivered in at the table; and the faid 
letter was read ; and 1s as follows : ] 


© ToCaptain David Wiltams, N*? 48, Great Ruffel ſtreet. 


© Dear Williams, = _ 
© Unleſs you could find the cover of the letter, it is 
impoſſible to know the writer, or the perſon written to, 


it being uſual to write the name of the latter on the 


any ſubſcription of the writer's name, as is cuſtomary 
with us.—lIt appears to have been written by an- inferior 
or dependant to his Chief; for it acknowledges the 
receipt of a Perwanah, direCting him to take ſecurities 
from the people bearing arms for their not entering 
into the ſervice of the Rajahs; and alſo to ſend 4 or 
500 Nejibs, Sepoys, to the preſence. The writer then 
proceeds to inform his Chief of the ſteps he has taken 
in conſequence thereof, viz. That he has written to 
* Shah Rakinut Ulla, who was at Bowparah, to take the 
| | ſecurities, 
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cover only, and to affix the ſeal of the former, without 
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t ſecurities, and to enliſt Sepoys; adding, that as the 
© face of things was altered, they would not go to the 
© preſence without pay, and that the people of that coun- 
« try were ready for inſurrection, as he underſtood from 
© the letters of Shah Rahmut Ulla : That Zeman Neih, 
« and other Nejibs, had left the fort of Anowla, and gone 
© to Gorrucpoor ; and that it would be proper to ſend 2 
© Perwanah to Lala Begnavr, dire&ting him to colle& all 
© the. troops he could, and to ſend them to the pre- 
© ſence. | + TT 99; 
\ © In the ſecond paragraph the writer ſays, That he 
© has written to Adjit Sing, brother to 'Souban Sing, to 
© carry 500 Nejibs to the preſence ; and that if he could 
* tiot go himſelf; to ſend them by anorher perſon, and 
© that, as ſoon as he gets his anſwer, it ſhall be repreſent- 
ed to his CARE. 

© In the third paragraph he ſays, That the 40 men 
© belonging to Muſnud Khan, ſtationed at Oodowla; 
©* would not engage themſelves, and had gone off: That 
© Sheik Kutti with 50 men, and Iradut Khan with eleven 
© men, were with him (the writer) ; and as the number 
* was ſo ſmall, he had enliſted 60 more, who ſhould be 
© ſent to' the prefence. He concludes with ſaying, that 
© the foot ſoldiers were in want of pay. | 

* From the purport of the letter it is evident that ſome 
© one of the Begam's Miniſters had written to'a depen=- 
© dant Zemindar or Amil to tevy troops, which he pro- 
* miſes to do';; and by his ſaymg that he had written to 
© Adjit Sing to carry troops to the preſence, it is plairt 
© the preſence means the Begum's court at Fyzabad 
© for there was no other power that could call authori- 
* tatively on Adjit Sing, but the Begums or the Nabob 
© Vizier. The giving an order to raiſe as many troops as 
* poſſible at ſuch a time, indicates an intention to commit: 
© hoftilities;. 

+ /  -— Rey Ws 

©N. BROOME. 


Ts there any fignature or ſeal to this letter ? 
I have ſaid betore the cover could not be found :—it if 
evidently from an inferior to a ſuperior, 
AA Does 


{ 80 ) 


Does it appear to whom the letter was written ? 
It appears to be addreſſed to a perſon of very high rank, 
Then you do not know by whom or to whom ir 
was written ? | | 
TI cannot poſitively ſay; but I have not a doubt in my 
own mind but that it was written by one of the refraCtory 
Zemindars to the Begums. 
How do you. certainly know that this paper is an 
original? I | 
If it had not been original, I cannot conceive how it 
ſhould come into my poſſeflion. 
Is it not pollible a forged paper might come into your 
poſſeſſion ? = # | 
I do not think it likely that a forged paper of that ten- 
dency ſhould come into my poſſeſſion. 
From whom did you get the Perſian paper ? 
It is impoſſiblgpr me to recollect where I intercepted 
that particular. letter. i; 
Did you intercept it at all* 


I think I did;—moſt affuredly from the contents of | 


it: it ſeems particularly mentioning Adjit Sing, and 
ſome others, who were hoſtile at that period. 
Do you at all recollect the interception of that letter? 
I recollect intercepting a number of letters to that 


purport. 


Do you recollect interceptipg that letter particularly? 


I cannot at this period recollect that particular letter, 

Do you recollect any reaſon you had for keeping it, 
when you ordered the others to be deſtroyed ? 

No; it was by mere accident, | preſume. I 

Did you not make ſome atteſtation upon the ſubje& 
of the Begum's hoſtility to the Company and to. the Na- 
Ma 

I made an affidavit, mentioning that the Begums, I 
believed, uſed their utmoſt endeavours to foment diſtur- 
bances in Oude. 

Before whom did you make the affidavit ? 

Before Sir Eljah Impey. | 

At whoſe inſtance did you go to Lucknow to make 
that affidavit ? | os 

I did not go atany body's inſtance, I was ſtationed there» 


At | 
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At whoſe inſtance did you make that affidavit? 
At Sir Elyah Impey's deſire. | 
Did he ſend to you for that purpoſe ? 
No, I believe not. 
For what did he ſend for you ? 
He did not ſend for me. 
On what occaſion did you make the affidavit ? | 
To the beſt of my recollection, I met Sir Elyjab Impey 
at Colonel Martin's, and he mentioned to me at that time 
that My. Haſtings was anxious to know how far Cheyt 
Sing's influence extended to create the infurreCtions and 
troubles in Gorruckpoor and Baraitch, and that I ſhould 
ſtate the matter upon oath. 
How ſoon after did you make this affidavit ? 
Within ſome days after, 
Where did you make it ? "ip 
I omitted making it till the very night Sir Eljah Im- 
pey was to quit Lucknow ; and 1t was made ina hurry 
at Colonel Martin's, 1n a private room. : 
Was Sir Elyah Impey preſent at the drawing it up ? 
No, he was not 1p the room. 
Where was it ſworn to? 
At Colonel Martin's houſe, 
How ſoon after ? 


That very night, immediately ; I detained him from 


g0INg away. 


Who was preſent at the ſwearing of it ? 
I cannot poſitively recollect ; but I thin's it was Lyjeu- 
tenant Morris, Ba 
Why had you not recourſe to the paper now produced, 
inſtead of being obliged to ſwear in the terms of the affi- 
Cavit to the reports that prevailed there, when you had a 
written document to produce ? 


I was not deſired to produce any written document 
reſpefting the Begums, and I was infinitely more anxious 


MY * repreſent the difagreeable firuation I was placed in at 


that period, and the difficulries I had to encounter in my 
military capacity, than troubling myſelf about the Be- 
gums, which was a matter pertectly indifferent to me. 
Did you not expreſsly ſwear that the intercepted let- 
rs were either deſtroyed or loſt ? 
- Aa2 I be- 
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I beligve I might ſwear that I had given general orders 
for that purpoſe. 

Did you not afſert in that affidavit, and in ſeveral places 
of it, that Saudit Ally, the Nabob's brother, was con- 
cerned | in fomenting the inſurrections a5 well as the Be- 
£UINS 5 ? 1 

] did. 

Might it not be then that the letter now produced was 
wrote to Saudit Ally, or to Cheyt Sing himſelf, as well 
as the Begums ? 

No, 1 do not think it likely, from the ſituation of the 
place where the letters in general were intercepted ; there 
were no [ſetters intercepted by me either of Saudit Ally's 
or Cheyt Sing's. 

Have you "made that diſtin&tion. | in your affidayit be- 
tween Saudit Ally and the Beguins ? 

I believe not, to the beſt of my recolleCtion. 

Are there not parts of your affidavit tending to charge 
Saudir Ally, where the Begiimns are not at all mentioned! 

I do not recollect, | 

Did you not hearthat the Nabob himſelf was concerned 


1 tomenting thole infurrections, and that ſome of thoſe 


who were Concerned in them quored his authortty 3 F 
No, I never heard it. 


Did you never converſe with Colonel Hannay ypon the 


ſubject of the Nabob'" 0 being concerned 1 in thoſe troubles : # 


Ne... 


Do you know whether Sir Elyah Impey communica- 


ted your affidavit to' the 'Nabob or to the Begums, or tg 
Berar or Jewar Ally Cawn ? 

' No; I never had an opportunity of aſking thoſe perſons 
whether he d1d or nor. 

* Did you yourſelf communicate any copy of your afit- 
Gavit to any of thoſe parties ? 

To be fure not. 

Whether a native officer of your corps did not make 


an aftidavit before Sir Flijah Lmpey, upon the ſame ſub- 


cet that your afhdavit related to; 
. Several did. | 
Art whoſe inſtance : ? 
At NUAC, | 


Pi 


© mw. ay: 
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Did any of thoſe officers produce any papers, or inter: | 
cepted letters, tending to confirm the rumours or reports | 
which they had ſworn to ? | 
During the time I was in the Gorruckpoor country, Sl! 
when they were recalled to join me, they produced many + (ff 
papers. The directions that I gave to the black officers 4 ji 
were, to make affidavits of what had happened in the Tl 


country ; and the contents of thoſe affidavits I was totally os 
unacquainted with till many months afterwards. 4 1 
Did they all ſwear before Sir Eljah Impey ? [Þ! 


I believe they d1d—1I was not preſent. 
Do you know how many of them there were that ſwore? 
I cannot ſay. 
At what time did they make thoſe affidavits before 
Sir Eljah Impey ? Wl 
[ believe about the latter end of November 1781, bil 
Where was Sir Elyah Impey at that time ? : i 
At Lucknow. 
What motives had the Begums for the malignity 
which you attribute to them towards the Engliſh nation? 
It 15 impoſſible for me to ſay ; they never communica- 
ted their motives to me. 
Did they ever communicate any thing to you ? 


Yes ; they ſent me a complimentary —_— when I + 
was at Fyzabad, deſiring I would make uſe of their gar= _ | 
—_ x | | ' 

; ; 0 , - . (1 (Wa 
When you heard. ſo much of their hoſtile intentions BY 


againſt this nation, how did it never come into your heac! 
| to enquire what induced women in their ſituation to forng 
plans of hoſtility againſt the Engliſh ? 
_ 1 generally had ſomething of more conſequence to ate | 
tend to—my military duty. 
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MINU T E S, @&. 


Yours, 1* die Febrij 1787. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the Articles 
of Charge of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors, 
preſented to the Houſe againſt Warren Haſtings, 
Eſquire, late Governor General of Bengal. 


NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Eſquire, called in, and ex- 
amined. : 
Did you not receive from Mr. Haſtings copies of the two 

treaties executed at Chunar, at the time that you received Mr, 

Haftings's inſtruQions relative to thoſe treaties ? 
| believe I did. | 
Whether thoſe two treaties, as diſtinguiſhed by Mr, Haſtings, 

the one containing Mr. Haſtings's part of the engagement, and 

the other, that of the Nabob, were one decd or inſtrument, or 
litin&t and ſeparate deeds or papers ? | 

They were ſeparate deeds. 

Was you preſent at the ſigning both thoſe treaties ? 

To the beſt of my memory, 1 was. 

Was Mr. Haſtings preſent at ſigning both treaties? 

I think he was. | 

Was you concerned in the negotiation of both treaties ? 

As far as being preſent at ſome of the converſations preparatory 

(0 thoſe treaties, I was. 

Did you carry on no negotiation with the Nabob, reſpecting 

flther of thoſe treaties, at which Mr. Haſtings was not preſent ? 

Ido not think I did—but it is ſtill poffible that ſome converſa- 

ton may have paſſed, at which Mr. Haſtings was not preſent, I 

0 not recolle& that any did pals. | 
Do you recolle& to have ated, in any part of your correſpon- 


Gnce with Mr. Haſtings, that thoſe converſations had a principal 


Influence on the Nabob's mind, in inducing him to fign either of 
ole treaties ? 
A 2 . It 
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Tt is poſſible I may have ſtated ſomething of that fort, ] ;.. 
collect, that the Nabob did make ſome objections to the l12ning 
his part of the treaty. | J 

| Is the committee to underſtand, then, that you recolle& to have 
ſtated to Mr. Haſtings that you had held ſuch converſations with 
the Nabob, without recollecting that ſuch converſations' had ex. 
Meg? te , 6 me a 0m 1 

' It is impoſſible I can recolle& all the converſations TI had with 
the Nabob, or Mr. Haſtings, upon the ſubject of thoſe treaties 
but, to the beſt of my recollection, the objections the Nahgh 
made to ſigning his part of the treaty, were made when Mr, Haſ- 
tings was preſent, though he did not hear them. 

You will ſtate where thoſe converſations were held, and what 
your reaſons are for knowing that Mr, Haſtings did not hear the 
Nabob's objeRions. Og Ed we 
The particular converſation I allude to was held in Mr. Haſ- 
tings's apartment—but it was apart, or in private, between the 
Nabob and 'myſelf, and his miniſters, AGES] 

Whether this particular converſation, which you now recolle& 
_ to have held in private with the Nabob and his miniſters, was com- 
municated by you to Mr. Haſtings ? ' a oys 

I cannot ſay that it was. ' 

| Do you recolle& the anſwer, or arguments, you made uſe of in 
that converſation, to remove the Nabob's objections to ſigning the 
treaty in queſtion ? 

To the beſt of my recollefion, the Nabob's objeQions aroſe from 
an idea that he was making too great conceſſions—and | believe 
my principal argument with him went only to convince him, 
| that in thoſe conceflions expected from him, nothing was ainied 
at but the liquidation of the Company's claims upon him. 

What obje&ion was there to Mr, Haſtings's being privy to a 
converſation of this nature z -and upon what, ground did you omit 
afterwards to communicate it to Mr, Haſtings ? | 
| T do not know of any objection there was to Mr. Haſtinys's be- 
Ing privy to this converſation, and I had never any reaſon tor con-] 

cealing-it from Mr. Haſtings. ag oye A 

Are you ſure that in this converſation you did not inform the Na- 
bob, as an argument to induce him tec ſign. this treaty, that it was 
not Mr, Haſtings's intention that it ſhould ever be carried fully and 
literally into execution? .. | Eu | 

I cannot ſay that I uſed preciſely that argument—but, to the bell 
of my recolle&ion, I did endeavour to induce the Nabob to Þe- 
lieve, that the payment of the Company's claims was the princ-| 
pal obje& of that treaty —and that that being accompliſhed, tt 
execution would depend on the Nabob himſelf. 


Did you not alſo uſe, as an argument in that converſation, th# 


it was neceſſary, as Mr, Haſtings had made fo many conceſſions 


($3 


the Nabob, that he, Mr. Haſtings, ſhould have ſomething to 


ſhew, in return, to the company ? 
Very poflibly I might, 

Do you not recolle&, that in a letter afterwards from Lucknow, 

revious to the execution of any part of the treaties, you reminded 
Mr. Haſtings of this converſation, and that upon the faith of thoſe 

aſſurances alone the Nabob had ſigned the treaty ? 

I recolle& a letter to that purport, but whether exaQly in thoſe 
worlds I cannot ſay. 

Do you recolle& alſo to have informed Mr. Haſtings, that the 
Nabob complained loudly of the treachery which had been uſed 
towards him? 

I think I did inform Mr. Haſtings ſo. 

Whether you took with you the copies of the two treaties, 
when you returned from Chunar to Lucknow ? 

] believe I did. 

Did you take with you the originals of the two treaties alſo ? 

1 do not recolle&t whether 1 took the original treaties or not— 
but ſome papers, I think, reſpecting the treaties, were carried by 
me by miſtake to Lucknow. 

Do not you recollect various and repeated applications from Mr, 
Haſtings to you at Lucknow for the original treaties, and your 
own anſwers and reaſons for not truſting them to a common con- 
veyance ? 

1 do not now recolle& an application from Mr. Haſtings to 
me for the treaties —but I have a remembrance of an application 
from Mr, Haſtings for ſome papers which I had carried with me, 

Do you recollect your having cauſed to be made out, and ſent 
to Mr, Haſtings, copies of thoſe original treaties from Lucknow ? 

I cannot recolle& that I did. 

When did you firſt hear of the Begums correſ pondence with Co- 
lonel Hannay and Mr. Gordon *? 

Some time after my return to Lucknow. 

When did you firſt hear of Captain Gordon's ſituation at Tanda, 
and of his lan, of the Fougedar of the place ? 

To the beſt of my recolle&ion, I received that information at. 
Churar, but:I am not poſitive, F 

From whom did the intelligence come to you at Chunar ? 

I think from Colonel Hannay. 

Did you communicate that intelligence to Mr. Haſtings * ? 

I do not recollect any particular communication z but 1 have no 
doubt I did. 

By what mode of conveyance did Colonel Hanvay' S letter reach 
you at Chunar? _ 
| T believe it was by an expreſs diſpatched by Colonel Hannay ; 
to the beſt of my recolleQion, the ordinary mode of conveyance 
was at that time obſtructed. A 
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Do you recolle& the date of Colonel! Hannay's correſpondence? 
0. \ 
When did you leave Chunar ? 


I cannot recolle& the day ; but it was in the end of September, 
Do not you recolleR, that, upon your return to Lucknow, you 


there found Jetters'from Colonel Hannay, dated 8th and 1oth Sep- 


tember, giving an account of the circumſtances relating ro Captain 
Gordon ? 

I recollect meeting letters from Colonel Hannay, on my arrival 
at Lucknow but I cannot charge my memory with the contents, 

Did you not find there alſo a letter from your news-writer at 
Fyzabad ? | 

I do not recollec it ; it is poſble I might. 

Do you recolle&t communicating the matter contained in thoſe 
letters, as intelligence to Mr, Haſtings ? | 

Fo the beſt of my recollection, I did. 

Then you recolleC to have received the letters themſelves ? 

] recolle&t to have received letters from Colonel Hannay. 

Are you poſitive that it was at Chunar, and not afterwards on 
your return to Lucknow, that you received the firſt account from 
Colonel Hannay, of the circumſtances relating to Captain Gordon 
and his detachment ? | 

I think I have ſaid I was not poſitive—but, as far as I can charge 
my memory, | did receive the firſt communication of that circum- 
ftance at Chunar. | 

Do you mean that that communication was from Colonel 
Hannay ?—and are you poſitive that you received any one letter 
from Colonel Hannay, at Chunar? | 

| am not poſitive ; but I think it was. 

Do you recollect the ſubſtance of the depoſition you made on oath 
before Sir Eijah Impey, at Lucknow ? 

I do not recollect it particularly. 


Did Sir Elijah Impey communicate to you the other depoſitions : 


he took at that place ? | 


I do not recolle& that he did. . 

Did Sir Elijah Impey take the originals of thoſe depoſitions with 
him from Lucknow ? 

] believe he did, | 

250 he leave any copies of them in your hands ? 

0. | | Es 

Did he leave any copies in your hands, or in the hands of any 
other perſon, to your knowledge, to be by you, or them, commu- 
Nicated to the Nabob ? | 

He left none in my hands, or in any.others, to my knowledge. 

Did Sir Elijah Impey communicate the ſubſtance of them to the 
Nabob before you lett Lucknow ? | . 

1 do not know that he did, | nid 

}; 
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' Did the Nabob ever inform you that he had ſeen, or heard of, 


thoſe depoſitions ; or held any converſation with you, that argued 
a knowledge of their contents ? 


He did not. 


| Do'not you know that it was declared by Mr, Haſtings, that 
the object of the infſurrections in Oude and Benares was, as well to 
dethrone the Nabob as to extirpate the Engliſh ? 
[ do not recollec that it was. 


Do not you recollect to have received letters ſrom Mr, Haſtings, 


ſo ſtating the objects of thoſe initruQtions, and your declaring your 
own conviction that thoſe were the objects ? : 
I cannot ſay 1 do. : | 


. Do you mean, that the crimes which were alledged againſt the 
Begums, related ſolely to their hoſtile intentions againſt the 
Engliſh ? , 

It is impoſſible for me to ſay what their objet was, 
Were not the matters contained in the depoſitions taken before 


Sir Elyah Impey, made the principal grounds of the proceedings 
againſt the Begums * | 


] really do not know. 


- 


Did you, in your depoſition before Sir Elijah Impey, ſuppreſs 
or conceal any material information relating to thoſe infurreCtions, 
or the principal abettors of them? _. 

My depoſition before Sir Elijah Impey was on oath, and I, of 
courſe, depoſed to what 1 knew, and only to what I knew. 

2 you depoſe the whole you knew at that time ? 

did, 

When was it that you heard from Colonel Hannay the ex- 
planation which is ſtated to have been given by Colonel Hanna 
to you, of his motives for writing, in the manner he did, to the Bow 
| Begum, after ſhe had ſaved Captain Gordon in September ? 

I heard it from Colonel Hannay, at my firſt meeting with him, 
after he had given up his command, 

When, and where, was that meeting ? 

At Lucknow—and muſt, I think, have been in October, 

Did not you conceive that this information contained matter 
tending to clear the Begum of any hoſtile intention toward the 
Engliſh, ſetting aſide Colonel Hannay's comment on the ſubject ? 

1 was not acquainted with the particulars of the correſpondence 
between Colonel Hannay and the Begums, until the letters them= 
ſelves were given to me by Major Gilpin —but Colonel Hannay in- 
formed me, that ſeveral letters had paſſed between him and the 


Begums, and that it was his wiſh to preſerve an appearance of 


amity with them. 


Did not Colonel Hannay inform you of the occaſion on which 
the correſpondence palled ? 
He did, 


Then 
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Then you was at leaſt apprized of the circumflance of the 
Begum's having reſcued Captain Gordon from a ſituation tated b 


Captain Gordon at the time as a ſituation of inevitable deſtruQtion, 


and that ſhe had cauſed him to be conveyed in ſatety to Colonel 
Hannay ? 

] was—I received the information from Colonel Hannay. 

Did not you ſtate, in your depoſition before Sir Elijah Impey, 
the reports and intelligence you had heard againſt the Begums ? 

I probably did. 

Did you make your knowledge of that circumſtance in their 
' favour any part of your depoſition ? 

I do not recollect that I did. 

You having ſtated that you depoſed on oath the whole that you 
knew, what was your motive for concealing that cIrCUAance | f 

I had no motive whatever for concealing it. 


Did not you know that Colonel Hannay and Captain Gordon 


had alſo made depoſitions on oath before Sir Elijah Lmbey / 
I underſtood they did. | 
Did you know, whether or not they had made the clrcuinmice 
before alluded to any part of their depoſitions? » 


I did not know— nor do I recollett to have ſeen thoſe depoſitions 


until I read them in Mr. Haſtings's narrative. 

Did you ever inform the Nabob of the circumſtances of the 
Begum's condudt relating to Captain Gordon ? 

T Cannot ſay that I did. 


Does your depoſition before Sir Elijah Impey, and your newt 


pondence with Mr, Haſtings (you not having ſeen the other depo- 
{tions taken at Lucknow until you ſaw Mr. Haſtings's narrative) 
contain the whole that you knew of the conduct of the Bugums re- 
lating to the diſturbance in Oude and Benares ?. 

I] apprehend they did, 


Do you recolle& when and in what manner you firſt communi» 


cated to the Nabob that his parents were charged with ſuch atro- 
cious crimes ? 

I do not recollect, 

Do you recollect that you ever did make any ſuch communication 
to.the Nabob at any time ? 

I recolle& having many converſations with the Nabob on the 
ſubject, which he was Probably full as well informed of as 1 was 
myſelf. 

Did the Nabob, in propoſing or confeming to ſeize their trea- 
ſures, ever mention, as a reaſon for, or juſtification of, his con- 
duQ, the rebellious intentions or proceedings of e Bezums to» 
| wards him or the Engliſh ? 

To the beſt of my recolleQion, he did. 


Do you recolle& to have ſo ſtated the fat in any part of your 


correſpondence with Mr, Haſtings ? 
I cannot 
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] cannot recolle& that T did. if 
Do not you recolle&, when you firſt informed Mr. Haſtings tl 
| 


that the Nabob had propoſed to ſeize the treaſures, that he, the 
Nabob, ſtated only his neceflities, and thoſe of the Engliſh, and bi! 
his right of ſucceſſion under the Mahometan law ? io 
I cannot recollect. Þ 
Did you ever ſee the letter, which you ſtate the Nabob to have 1 
written to Mr, Haſtings, containing the propoſal to ſeize the 
treaſures ? 


| 
| do not recolle& to have read the letter—when the letter was | 
de)ivered to me, I was told the purport of it, þ 
Does not the Nabob uſually deliver copies to the Reſident, of if 


ſetters written to the Governor General and Council ? 2 

1 do not apprehend he does, unleſs they are applied'for. 

Have you ever heard any cauſe or reaſon why that letter has 
never been produced ? 

] have not. 

Did you ever inform the Begums, during the time that Sir 
Elijah Impey was taking the depoſitions againit them at Lucknow, 
or at any time afterwards, previous to your going to Fyzabad for 
the purpoſe of ſeizing the treaſures, that you had yourſelf depoſed 
any thing againſt them, or that there exiſted any charge, ſuſpi- 
cion, or proceeding againſt them, on account of any part of 
their conduct whatever ? | | | 

| never made any communication of that nature to the Begums. 

Had not you a correſpondence with the Bow Begum, in De- 
cember, upon her firſt hearing of the intention to reſume her jag- 
hires, and before ſhe had heard of any intention to diſpoſſeſs her of 
her treaſures ? | 

| cannot fay exafly when —I had a correſpondence with the | | 
Bow Begum, relating to the reſumption of the jaghires, but can- o 
not exactly fay when it was. | q 

Do you recolle& whether it was before, or after, the Nabob | 
_ been induced to conſent to the reſumption of the jaghires ? Ls 

do not. | | Leh h 

Did you cauſe to be publiſhed, or made known, the intention of | Li 

reſuming the jaghires, before the Nabob had conſented that the =_ 


meaſures ſhould be adopted? _ 41 
I think I did, before the Nabob had conſented to iffue his own —_— 
orders upon it, ol | £1 
Did the Begum, in her correſpondence with you, on the ſubjet 3 


| of the reſumption of the jaghires, betray any conſciouſneſs of any 
ſuſpicion or accuſation having been entertained againſt her, rg- 
lating to any part of her conduct towards the Nabob or the 
Engliſh ? Og | We | 
I do not'recolle& that ſhe did. 
Do you recollect that, in the anſwer to thoſe letters, that you 
B : iniormed 
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appcaled. to you and to the Engliſh for protection againſt the 


of her jaghires and treaſures, and denounced infamy upon you! 


| Whatſoever, againſt her ? 


gum on that ſubject. . 


. termined on, by the Nabob ? 


( 10 ) 


informed her that there was any ſuch ſuſpicion of her or accuſation 
againſt her ? 

To the beſt of my recolleftion, my letters to. her were confined 
ſolely to the ſubject of reſuming the jaghires, and the mode adopted 
for giving her an equivalent. 

Did you then believe that it was intended to give her that equi- 
valent ? 

1am very ſure it was. 

Did not you then know of, and was not Mr. Haſtings then 
pollefled of, the whole proof of her rebellion, and intention to ex- 
tirpate the Engliſh ? 

] apprehend not of the whole ; ſome proofs of miſconduR were 
probably ſhewn, in the preparation ſhe had made to refift the Na- 
bob's orders to the reſumption of the jaghires. 
: Do you not recollect that, in your anſwer to the Begum on this 
occaſion, you declared that there 1s no intention to hurt or injure 
her in any manner, and that you reſpected her equally as you did 
the Nabob himſelf ? | | 

I do not recollect the particular purport of my letters, otherwiſe 
than as they related to the ſubject of reſuming the jaghires. 
: Do you recollect that the Begum remonſtrated violently againſt 
the injuſtice of the intention to reſume her jaghire, and that ſhe 


meaſure ? | 
I do recolle& that ſhe remonftrated violently againſt it, and 
threatened deſtruction to the country it her jaghires were touched. 
Do you recolle&t that the Begum reproached you as a guarantee 


I cannot ſay I recollect it. Fe 

Do you not recollect returning the letter to the Begum, as if you 
even doubted whether ſhe had written it, and complaining of her 
violence ? 

I have ſome recolleQion of returning a letter to the Begum, 

Did you, in juſtification of yourſelf, even then inform the Begum 
that there was any ground of charge, infinuation, or imputation 


1 cannot ſay I ever made any formal communication to the Be- 


Did you, in thoſe letters, make any ſuch communication, for- 
mal or informal, or of any ſort ? 
I believe I did not, | 
Did not you apprehend that there would be reſiſtance from the 
Jaghiredars in general, to the reſumption of the jaghire ? 
| | had every reaſon to believe there would, | 
What was your motive for caufing the intention of reſuming the 
Jaghire to be known, before it was aQually conſented to, or dc- 


1do 
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] do not know I had any particular motive for it; T conceived the I! 
[ 
. 


meaſure was to take place, 

Dis you hear of any intention, on the part of the Begums, to 1 
reſiſt the reſumption of their jaghires, prior to the firſt letter ex- = 
poſtulating with you on the ſubject, and ſtating, that ſhe had but [Ul 
that inſtant received information of ſuch a meaſure ? Kt! 

I do not recolle& that I did. | | | t 


| | | 

Did the. Begums reſiſt, by force, ' the reſumption of their | 
jaghires f if | 
They certainly did. '* 
Where ? | lt 


] cannot recolle& now the particular places; but, I think, my 
correſpondence will ſhew 1t. | | j 

Was any battle fought, or blow ſtruck, or blood ſhed, on that bt 
account, any where ? | Wy 

There was not, The Nabob's officer went unattended with 
any conſiderable body of troops; and, meeting with reliftance, 
waited the receipt of the Nabob's further orders. 

What was the force which ſeized the Kella at Fyzabad, and 
diſperſed the troops collected there? 

A regiment of Engliſh ſepoys, together with ſome troops be- 
longing to the Nabob. 

On reference to the Nabob, on the firſt appearance of reſiſtance, 
what was done afterwards ? | 

To the beſt of my recolleion, troops were ſent to enforce his 
orders, 

Did thoſe troops meet any reſiſtance any where ? 

I do not recolle& any inftance. 

Is not the Begum's having refifted by an armed force, the mea- 
ſure of reſuming her jaghire, when no injury was intended in con=- 
ſequence of ſuch reſumption, afligned by Mr, Haſtings as a princi- 
pal ground for confiſcating her treaſures ? 

I do not recolle&. 

Do not you recolle to have been in poſſeſſion of Mr. Haſtings's 
pleaſure reſpeRing the Begum's treaſures, through Sir Elijah Im- 
pey, before the meaſure of reſuming the jaghires had been even de- 
termined upon ? | 

I do not recolle& whether it was before or after. 

Do you not recolle& that you had ftated to Mr. Haſtings, that 
you ſhould ſuſpend all meaſures reſpe&ting the reſumption of the 
Jaghires, as you conceived that the propoſition for reſuming tae 
treaſures would alone anſwer the ends in view, of procuring pay- 
ment of the Company's debt ? 

I do not recolle& that particular ſtatement z but refer to the 
Correſpondence. | 

Do you recollect that the Nabob propoſed the refuming the 
treaſures as an alternative, and to avoid being compelled to refume 


the jaghires ? i 
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1 have ſome faint recolleftion of ſuch a propoſal ; but I cannot 
ſpeak with certainty of it, | 

Do you recolleQ the date of the letter in which you acknow. | 
Jedge to have.received Mr. Haſtings's pleaſure with reſpe& to | 
ſeizing the treaſures? 

] do not recollect. DEC | 

Do you recollect the time when there firſt appeared any diſpoſi- ; 
tion on the part of the Begums to reſiſt the reſumption of the 
Jaghires ? 

I do not recollect the time ; but it was when the Nabob fi:ft 
1flued his orders for the reſumption. 

Do you recollec&t to have. frequently ſtated, in your correſpond- 
ence with Mr. Haſtings, and to have congratulated him that the 
Nabob appeared ſteady on the ſubje& of going to Fyzabad, foi the 
purpole of ſeizing the treaſures, but that he was ſtill wavering and 
undecided as to the meaſure of reſuming the jaghires ? 

I cannot ſay I recollect particularly ; very poſſibly I may, 

Do you recollect to have ſtated atithis Committee, that the de- 
termination to ſeize the treaſure was prior to any ſteps being taken 
towards the reſumption of the jaghires ? 

I do not recollet it. | 

From whom did you receive the letter, which you ſent to the 
Bow Begum from Mr, Haſtings, while the troops ſurrounded her 
palace at Fyzabad ? | | 

1 do not recolle& whether I received it from Mr, Haſtings or 
from Major Davy, his Perſian interpreter. 

But you received it from one of them ? 

Certainly, 

By ſaying that you received it from one of them, do you mean 
that you received it perſonally from one of them, or that it was 
ſent to you? _ 

It was ſent to me 

At what time did you receive it ? | 
| T cannot recollect the exact time, but it was a very few days 

after my arrival at Fyzabad, 

Was it in conſequence of any letter from you to Mr, Haſtings! 

] do not know that it was. | Sn. 

Did not the Begum, until the delivery of that letter, (notwith- 
ſanding your conduct,) entertain expeRations of protection and 
redreſs from the Engliſh againſt the meaſures then purſuing ? 

It was my opinion ſhe did expect that the Engliſh would not 
ſutzer the meaſure to be carried into execution, 

{Then part of Mr. Middleton's evidence, given by him on tÞ2 

19th day of May, in the laſt ſeffion of Parliament, was re#4 
to him, as follows:] (*) | 


(*) Vide preceding volume of Minutes, printed for Stockdale, p, 105 & , hat 
6% | 
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« What has that advice to do with diſaffeion to the Bri- 
tiſh Government ? 

« They certainly knew that the Nabob's treaſures, when 
&« received from the Begums, were to be appropriated to the 
« liquidation of the Company's debts —this the Nabob had 
« himſelf declared, when he firſt mentioned his deſign of 
« ooing to Fyzabad : In obſtruQting it therefore they thought 
<« they were doing a diſſervice to the Britiſh Government, 
« At this time alſo the reſumption of the jaghires had alſo 
« been talked of, though not abſolutely decided on.” 
Then the witneſs was afked, 

Did you make that anſwer ? 

I did, 

Do you recolle& to have communicated to Mr. Haſtings a joint 
and ſolemn declaration of yours and Mr. Johnſon's, that you and 
Mr. Johnſon had received no bribe or preſent whatever, on ac- 
count of the part you bore in negotiating the treaty of Chunar? 

I recolle& a declaration 6f Mr. Johnſon's and myſelf, ſome- 
thing to that purport, | 

On what account did you think ſuch a declaration neceſſary ; 
and why addreſs it to Mr. Haſtings ? 

In conſequence of a letter I received from Mr, Haſtings, which 
[ conſtrued as implying ſome ſuſpicion. 

Do you mean a ſuſpicion in the mind of Mr. Haſtings, that 
you had received ſuch bribe or preſent ? 

It did ſtrike me ſo at the time, 

Did you entertain any ſuſpicion that Mr. Haſtings had received 
any bribe, or preſent, for the part he took in that tranſaction ? 

I did not. | 

Did the Nabob ever inform you, that he had actually given 
Mr. Haſtings a preſent of 10 Lacks of Rupees, while he was at 
Ranar on that negotiation ? 

0. | 

Did Mr. Johnſon ever hold any converſation with you, which 
ſhewed that he had any knowledge of this tranſattion ? 

No, | 

Did Hyder Beg Cawn ? 

Na. 

Did Almas Ally Cawn ? 
No: ::*: 


Did Gopaul Doſs, who negotiated the bills ? 
He did not. 


Did Mr. Haſtings himſelf ever inform you of it, or ſpeak to 
you on the ſubject ? | MY 
He did not. * 


[ Then part of aletter from the witneſs to Mr, Haſtings, ay ts 
| tne 
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the 6th day of December, 1781, was read to the" witneſs, 
as follows: ] (®) 


« Your pleaſure reſpeting the Begums TI have learnt from 
«« Sir Elijah, and the meaſure heretofore propoſed will ſoon 
« follow the reſumption of the jaghires.” 


When did the communication from Sir Elijah Impey, alluded 
to in this letter, happen ! | 

In the month of October, when Sir Elijah was at Lucknow, 

You will mention particularly what the nature of that com- 
munication Was. | | 

It was, that Mr, Haſtings conſented, that the Nabob ſhould 
reſume his father's treaſures, in the poſſeſſion of the Begums. 

You will ſtate fully what was the nature of that conſent : Was 
it wa alternative to reſume one or the other, - or to reſume 
doth | 

It applied only to the ſeizure of the treaſures, 

And what is the meaning. of the latter words, ©* the meaſure 
& heretofore propoſed will ſoon follow the reſumption of | the 
« jaghires !” 

The meaſure heretofore propoſed, is the Nabob's propoſal to 
poſſeſs himſelf of the treaſures of his father in the poſſeſſion of 
the Begums, [= 

Are you perfeQtly poſitive in that anſwer ? 

To the beſt of my recolleRion, I am. 

When was that meaſure propoſed by the Nabob ? 

1 do not recolle&t exactly the date, but a reference to my cor- 
reſpondence will aſcertain it, | 

Then is the committee to underſtand, that, as ſoon as that 
prageſhl was made, you made intimation of it to Mr. Haſtings ? 

he propoſal was in a letter from the Nabob himſelf to Mr, 
Hai.ings, which I tranſmitted as ſoon as I received it, 
Did you receive the communication of Mr, Haſtings's pleaſure, 


reſpecting the Begums, from Sir Elijah Impey, while Sir Elijah | 


Impey was at Lucknow ? 
] think I did, but I cannot be poſitive; if I could refer to my 
correſpondence, I could anſwer it with certainty. 
To what correſpondence do you with to refer ? 
And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw, 
And being again called in ; | 
He was directed by the Committee to bring with him, the next 
time the Committee ſhould fit, all the letters he had which 
had pafſed between him and Mr, Haſtings, and Sir Elijat 
| Impey, upon the ſubje& of the Begums of Oude. 
And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
fe To report a progreſs, &C- 
_ (') Vide Articles of Charge (printed for Stockdale), N* 4, r«yetting the Princeſſes 
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Veneris, 2% die Februar 1787. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the Articles 
of Charge of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors, 
preſented to the Houſe againſt Warren Haſtings, 

_ Eſquire, late Governor General of Bengal. 


ATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Efquire, called in, and 

examined. 

Have you brought with you any of the papers which the Come 
mittee gave you notice to produce to-day ? 

I have brought with me all the correſpondence I am in poſle(= 
10n of, 

You will produce it, if you have no objeCQion ? 

I have no objeQtion ; it is chiefly public correſpondence. 

The witneſs then produced it at the bar; and ſays—I have 
looked over all this correſpondence, which is very long, but I do 
not find any here upon the ſubje& of the Begums, which is not 
already before the Houſe ; but I think I ſhall be able to anſwer 


the queſtions that were put to me laſt night, to the ſatisfaCtion of 
the Committee. : 


Whether the correſpondence you had with Sir Elijah Impey 
Was any of it by letter, or verbally ? 

dome by letter, and ſome verbal. 

Can you give any account what is become of thoſe letters ? 


I really cannot z [ thought I was in poſleflion of ſome of them, 
but I cannot find them. 


v 


Can you now tell, with preciſion, the period when the com- 


munication was made to you by Sir Elijah Impey, alluded to in 
your letter of the 6th December 1781 ? 


In anſwering ſome queſtions laſt night, I made a miſtake 


reſpeCting the time of Sir Elijah Impey's being at Lucknow, I. 


ind he did not reach Lucknow before the 23d November, and I 
had ſuppoſed it was in October, To the beſt of my eas 
os the 
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the firſt communication of the Governor Czeneral's pleaſure, 
reſpeRing the ſeizing of the Begums treaſures, was made by Sir 
Elijah Impey at that time, afterwards again mentioned by letter, to | 
the beſt of my recolleCtion. 
How long did Sir Elijah Impey ftay at Lucknow ? 
I think not more than four or five Cays. | 
Where did he then go when he left Lucknow ? 
To the Governor General at Chunar, 
Was it from Chunar you received the letter you mentioned ? 
To the beſt of my remembrance, it was dated from Chunar, 
What is the diſtance from Lucknow to Chunar? 
I cannot accurately ſay, but think about 160 miles. 
Can you now te]}, upon recollection, whether you received the 


letter previous to the 6th of December 1781? , 

I think I did. 

What is the firſt period, to the beſt of your recolleRion, that r 
any reſiſtance was made by the Begums to the reſumption of the 
Jaghire lands? | 

I cannot recolle& the time; the reſiſtance was made on the 
Nabob's ſendihg to refume the jaghire. 

wg the Nabob had iſſued his perwannah for that purpoſe ? 

CS. TED VEE 

What particular information was given to Mr. Haſtings, of the : 
confinement and other proceedings relative to the eunuchs ? P 

I cannot ſay that particular information was given ; but | appre- . 
hend ſome of my letters to Mr. Haſtings will be found to men- 
tion it, | 

When did Mr. Haſtings leave Chunar ? P 

I cannot exaRtly recollect ; but I fancy about from the 1 to the Þ 
10th of January —I think early in January. = = 7 

Would you then be 'underſtood to ſay, that all the particulars 7 
communicated co Mr. Haſtings you think will appear in your letters! MW y 

I think fo, by 

| n1 

And then the witneſs was direRted to withdraw, fo 

c; 

And being again called in, he was aſked, m 
at 


Whether Mr. Haltings's pleaſure ſignified to you for ſeizing the 
treaſures of the Begums, was in return to an application from the 
Nabob to Mr. Haſtings for permifion to ſeize them z or whether 

the propoſition for feizing thoſe treaſures originated with Mr, 
Haſtings himſelf ? | | t 

Vir. Haftings's orders were in conſequence of the Nabobs 
propoſal. | Fan 27-20 TN 

Do you make any diſtinQion between learning Mr. Haſtings s 


la 
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' In that inſtance I certainly do; I conſidered it a meaſure ofim 
ortance, and could not have ventured to have taken a part in it 
without his orders, 

Whether the propoſition - you. ſtate to have received from the 
Nabob for ſeizing the treaſures, was not after Sir Elijah Impey had 
left Lucknow ? 

To the beſt of my recolleCion it was. 

And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


Si ELIJAH IMPEY calledin, and examined. 


Was you ſerved with the order of the Houſe laſt night, or this 
morning ? . | 

Laſt night. | 

Did you obſerve by that order, that you were direQted to bring 
papers with you ? 

I was directed to bring papers, 

Have you brought them ? 

] have. | 

You will produce them ? | 

I was ordered to produce the correſpondence I had with Mr. 
Middleton, Mr, Haſtings, Major Palmer, and Major Davy. [I 
never had any correſpondence with Major Davy or Major 
Palmer; with Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Middleton I have, and that 
correſpondence I now produce, 

To what does that correſpondence relate ? | 

I was ordered to bring the correſpondence relating to the 
Begums 3 and every thing which I thought had a tendency to the 
Begums | have brought, —When I left India I had a great number 
of papers 3 and either not having leiſure, or keing too indolent, I 
cid not ſeparate my papers, to ſee which ought to be kept, and 
wiich were of no conſequence, but ordered the whole heap to be 
bound up in volumes; which volumes I never opened till Ja{t 
nizht—the copies, or rough drafts of two-of my tetters I have 
found, but ſo ſcratched and abbreviated, that I doubt whether they 
can be read by any body but myſelf, or whether 1 can read them 


myſelf; ſuch as they are, I am willing to give them to be read, or 


attempt to read them myſelf. 
The witneſs was then direed by the Committee to read 
them himſelf, | 

Whereupon the witneſs read the foul draft of his own letter 
to Mr, Middleton, dated Chunar, 1i{t December, 1756+, 

TT his foul draft was ſtated by the witneſs to be much obli- 
_ terated, | 

And then the witneſs was direfted to withdraw, 


Reſolved, That Sir Elijah Impey be again called in, and directed. 


to bring to this committee a copy of the rough draft of his letter, 
enting ſuch parts as from marks thereon he has reaſon to believe 
C Were 
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were not ſent ; and that he do return the original draft, expunging 
alſo therefrom ſich parts as from marks thereon he has reaſon tv 
believe were not ſent. 
Then Sir Elijah Impey was again called in; and acquainted 
by the chairman with the ſaid reſoJution. | 

And then Sir Elijah Impey ſaid —The next letter is written with 
ſhort abbreviations, which ! will fill up with what I ſuppoſe to be 
the meaning of them, | 

It begins D—r M——n, which means, Dear Middleton; 
__ and is dated, Buxar, 9 Decr. 1781. 

And Sir Elijah Impey having read the letter, he was direQed 
by the Committee to ſend a copy of this draft alſo, in like manner 
as he had been directed with reſpect to the former drafts. 

Sir Elijah [mpey having ſent ſuch copies, and returned the origi- 
nals, the ſaid copies are as follows, 

* Dear Middleton, * Chunargur, 1 December 1481, 
© Not knowing whether I am time enough for the dawke, 
you muſt excuſe my not acknowledging, as I ought, the obli- 
gations I am under to you and Mrs, Middleton, for the kind 
attentions I received at Lucknow ; and permit [me (*)] to 
proceed immediately to buſineſs, which I ſhall do by running 
over the memorandums which you delivered to me. 

* With regard Fayzullah Cawn, the events which have hap- 
pened fince your laſt inftruftions from the Governor have 
not altered the Governor's intentions. He muſt not be 
attacked; Mr, Haſtings approves the ſubſidy for a regular 
military eſtabliſhment, to that the forces raiſed he not kept in 
Fayzullah's country, but ſtationed at Cawnpore, Illihabab, 
or any other place not higher [which] the Governor ſhall ap- 
point, to be nevertheleſs ready on demand, for the protection 

of Fayzullah's country. | | 

* What we talked of concerning the Begums, he highly ap- 
s proyes, and would have himſelf adviſed. He wiſhes it to he 
* done-immediatelv. I need not mention the neceflity of taking 
+ care that the money be applied to the Company's ule. 

+ I did all [| could ia the bufineſs of the Nabob of Furruckabad, 
and of Iſmae] Beg. | ſtated the debt due to Vizier from 
Muzzafur Jung, and the certain loſs of it, if the power of re- 
covering it was taken out of the Vizier's hands, I found he 
was extremely diſpleaſed that Almaus was ſent there, and 1s 
immoveable in his reſolution, that he ſhall be recalled inſtantly; 
© the Vackeel had taken his leave of Mr. Haſtings ; all that | 
© could effeR was, the Governor's promiſe to ſend for the Vackee!, | 
* and tell him, that all that is dye to the Vizier mult be POR: 
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(*) The words between brackets have been ſupplicd by Sir Elijah Tmpey, in order to 
complete the ſenſe, 
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ally paid. Mr. Haſtings ſays he will ſend a perſon to Fur- 
ruckabad, who ſhall ſee the balance paid. I ſolicited this the 
more ſtrenuouſly, becauſe I had formerly, at the deſire of 
Bathurſt, introduced the V ackeel of the Nabob to the Governor. 
© I am convinced, that delaying the giving the Governor ſatiſ- 
« faction in this point, will only irritate him. He conſiders the 
« appointing a Suſſauwull a breach of his orders. 

« Iſmae] Beg, ne has been told, and is inclined to believe, 
was arreſted to prevent him getting acceſs to the Governor. 


and peremptorily requires, either that he be releaſed immedi- 
ately, or a fair account be taken, He will. if it cannot other- 
wiſe be done, ſend a perſon to take the account. This operates 
in his mind to the prejudice of the miniſters, as much as if the 
fact was actually true. I know how difagreeable an inter- 
ference of this nature muſt be to you and the miniſters; and 
therefore much wiſh you will contrive to make that your 
own at, which will otherwiſe moſt certainly become the act 
of the Czovernor. In both theſe points, he is and will remain 
peremptory. He has wrote to the Board, and ſays, he will 
not undo what he has done. I find the Governor in the ſame 
temper, with regard to you and Johnſon, which he was in, 
when | left him ; he really wiſhes you to remain in office at 
preſent, and for another yeer. 

* If the Governor finds acquieſcence in the two points I have 
mentioned, and he hears within the five days, which you prc- 
miſed, that the Vizier's agreement 1s beginning to be vigas 
roully put in execution, and has your aflurance for the com- 
pletion, I think the Governor will not go to Lucknow; 
otherwiſe he moſt certainly wil!. He ſays he will fee the five 
days expired before he takes his reſolution. You will remem- 
ber that I, as well as yourſelf, am pledged for the performance 
of the agreement ; perforin it for my ſake, for your ſake, and 
© the Governor's; he will then ſoon return to Calcutta, wacte 
© he [is much wanted]. | 


«ae W__CACx wRIJM 4a of a ++ 0a @® oe oo. a7 


a a -@a_  ®@ a : 6 _.o. 0 


_ © Dear Middleton, 
© ] received your's of the 5th, at this place, juſt before the 
© dawke went to Benares, and have wrote to the Governor on 
* the ſubject of it, I ſuppoſe the Jetter will find bim at 


© Bidjaghur, 


« My letter of the 2d will, I hope, have given you ſome fatis- 
© faction with regard to Iſmael Beg, Mr Haſtings, I do afſure 
* you, expreſſed no want of confidence in you, but ſeemed to 


© think you was too eaſy in giviag credit to the information of 


© others ; the tendency of my letter will prove this. Ihaveonly 
* to repeat my wiihes, that 'in future caſes I may be able, by 
EO ne _ + early 


He confiders his own perſonal dignity and influence intereſted ; | 
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early intelligence, to prevent prejudices which, when once 
taken, are frequently difficult to be removed. 

« With regard to the Jagheers and Begums, I have no doubt 
what you ſay will be ſatisfatory. - Indeed I think the whole 
ſo. I left the Governor, who came as far as Benares with me, 
on Thurſday laſt 5 he had, on what I aflured him, reſolved 
not to go to Lucknow, but proceed, as I much withed him 
to do, to the Preſidency. He ſaid, he would write to you 
to that effect; if he has not, you will take no notice of this 
information. $2 | 

£ Buxar, gth Dec. 1781, 


A A 
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And then the witneſs was aſked, 

What other letters have you got ? - 

TI have looked with the utmoſt diligence, ſince I received the 
orders of the houſe, which was about.nine o'clock laſt night ; and 
_1 fat up till paſt three in the morning, rummaging over all. my 
books. and papers, and can find no letter, memorandum, or ſcrap 
whatſoever, of my own, relating to that buſineſs, but thoſe two 
which I have now produced. The other letters which TI have 
now in my and, are letters in the hand writing of Mr, Middle- 
ton, ſent to me ; and I have no other letters on the ſubject from 
Mc. Middleton. 

: T he dates are, 

19th Dec, 1781. 
0 pot $2%, | 
27tn jan, 1702, | | 
a Jan. ribs, | Two of that date, 
5th February 1782. 
5th Dec. 1781. Itis by miſtake indorſed on 

the back 1782. Theſe are all I have, 


'The ſaid letters were then delivered in, and are as follows. 


© Lucknow, the 19th December 1781. 
« My dear Sir Elijah, | 

< T accept the compromiſe Mr. Haſtings has offered me in re- 
© ſpe to Mr, Cator, and have this day informed him ſo, It 1s 
poſſible, as we both knqw the Governor is not very punCual 
in anſwering, or even reading letters, that a line from you, 
reminding him of the converſation you had with him on this 
ſubje&, and prefling his compliance, may be neceſſary ; and 
I muſt further rely upon you, my dear Sir, to get Mr- 
Collinſon nominated Cator's ſucceflor at Dacca, as on that 
event reſt his hopes of getting rid of an expenſive houſe he 
© has there z which, excluſive of his perſonal regard for Col- 


© linſon, I can take upon me to aflure you is all the intereſt 
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has' in wiſhing him to obtain the appointment. We have 
ſtrange reports here of the diſpoſition of our friend's eol- 


leagues below, which might alarm a more credulous man 
than I am ; but 1am determined to give no ear to them 
until they come to me from better authority, A hint from 
you, my dear Sir, on your arrival at the Preſidency, how 
matters are going on, will be very ſatisfactory and uſefu], 
You may be aſſured that any thing of this fort you may do 
me the honour to communicate in confidence ihall never go 
further : your friendſhip and good offices in this particular 
line are of the greater conſequence to me, 2s I have no.perſon 
about the Governor from whom I can expect uſeful informa- 


| tion, or whoſe communications I could receive without 


ſuſpicion, | 


© I think we ſhall yet have ſome aGive ſervice in fully eftabliſh- 


ing the meaſure of reſuming the Jagheers. "The Begum 
has oppoſed the Aumil that was ſent to take charge of hers, 


and vows vengeance not only againſt him and the Nabob, but 


againſt the whole country, if her Jagheer is touched. Her 
own words to me and the miniſter are pretty expreſſive of 
her diſpoſition, «4 If my Jagheer is touched, the whole 
country ſhall go with it,” She has a number of men in 
arms, which has obliged the Nabob to call for the afhftance 
of another regiment from Cawnpore. His Excellency pro- 
ceeds to Fayzabad to ſettle other matters on the 27th inſtant 
— The Mohurrum, he pleads, prevents his going ſooner, I 
think the oppoſition the Begum has given to the meaſure of 
reſuming the Jagheer, which, as far as it concerns her, bears 
not the ſhadow of exception, as ſhe is to receive the value in 
ready money, will be a full juſtification of the further de- 
mands his Excellency has to make upon her. With ſuch a 
diſpoſition as ſhe has betrayed, it would be the exceſs of folly 
to leave her in poſleflion of the means of gratifying it, 

© 'The Nabob has withdrawn all his people from Furrucka- 


bad, and left Muzuffer Jung in full power and authority.— 


Suftula Cawn, inftead of coming to me, has proceeded ftrait 
to Furruckabad, where he has proclaimed his own commiſ- 
ſion, and his maſter's independency, in terms not very re- 
ſpeful to the Vizier,—By his not condeſcending to take 
Lucknow in his way, we are left rather in the dark as to 
what we are to do in reſpect to the Vizier's claims upon 
Furruckabad. —They are aſfigned over to the Company in 


_ part ſatisfaftion of the public debt, but I think I ſhall ſee 


very little of the ſum realized, ſince I am only to receive 


© whatever Muzuffer Jung may be pleaſed to give—he has not. 
* yet told me whether he will give any thing, though almoſt 
F tour months of the year are expired, 


6 Mrs, 
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© Mrs. Middleton, who has for ſome time paſt been much 
© indiſpoſed with a violent cold, that has ſettled upon her 


© lungs, defires to join me in beſt reſpets to you and Lad 


« Impey ; and I beg you will believe me, with the trueſt at. 
© tachment, 


« My dear Sir Eljjah, 
© Your moſt faithful, affeRionate, and obliged friend, 


NATH. MIDDLETON, 
* P.S. I was favoured with yours from Buxar, Cator, 
© and his wife, defire their reſpeas,  * | 


« Sir Elijah Impey.” 


© Fayzabad, the 25 January 1782; 
© My dear Sir Elijah, F 5] ble 

© | have the fatisfadtion to inform you, that we have at 
© length fo far attained the great object of our expeditiol to 
* this place, as to commence on the receipt of money, of 
« which, in the courſe of this day, we have got about fix 


© lacks.—I know not yet what amount we ſhall aRually re- 


«© alize, but 1 think [ may fafely venture to pronounce it will be 
* equal to the liquidation of the Company's balance. It has 
© been at once the moſt important and the moſt difficult point 
« of duty which has ever occurred in my office ; and 'the 
© anxiety, the hopes, and fears, which have alternately agitated 
© my mind, cannot be deſcribed or conceived, but by thoſe. 
£ who have been witneſs to what has pafled in the courſe of 
* this long conteſt, —The miniſters have ſupported me nobly 
* throughout the buſineſs, and deſerve much commendation, 
« Without the ſhrewd diſcernment and knowledge of the 
* fineſſe and tricks of the country, which Hyder Beg Cawn 
poflelles, I believe we ſhould have ſucceeded but indifferently; 
© for I ſoon found that no real advantage was to be obtained 
< by proceeding at once to violent extremities with the Begum, 
* and that ſhe was only to be atcacked through the medium of 
© her confidential ſervants,. who it required conſiderable ad- 
< dreſs to get hold of. —However, we at laſt effeRed it, and by 
« uſing ſome ſew ſeverities with them, we at length came at 
© the ſecret hoards of this old lady.—I will write you more 
© particulars hereafter, TEN 

«* I am ſorry to inform you, my little boy {ill continues in a 
< very precarious way, tho* ſomewhat better than when I had 
© laſt the honour to addrefs you. | 
: y M y reſpets to Lady Impey ; and believe me, with great 

egard, | 

os * My dear Sir Elijah, | on 

* Your faithful, obliged, and moſt affeionate humble ſervant, 
| NATH, MIDDLETON: 


s My 
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© My dear Sir Elijah, 
© I had the pleaſure to inform you, yeſterday, of my having 
commenced on the receipt of money; this is only to tell 
you, that we have gone on receiving ever fince, without an 
material impediment; and if we continue with the ſame 
ſucceſs to-morrow, I flatter myſelf the great object of our 
friend will be fully accompliſhed, and I ſhall return to Luck- 
now very well ſatisfied with the expedition. —In the worſt 
event that can now happen, it cannot be a bad bulineſs for 
the Company. | 
* My reſpets to Lady Impey ; and believe me, with true 
attachment, | 
« My dear Sir, 
©. Your faithful and affcRionate humble ſervant, 

« NATH. MIDDLETON, 


e My little boy till continues in a precarious way.” 


« My dear Sir, 

© Finding Cator unconquerably bent on returning to his 
ſtation at Dacca, 1] have this day written to the Governor; to 
revoke the requeit | made, to have him appointed to Luck- 
now; which 1 have the more readily agreed to, from the 
circumſtances mentioned in my letter to you a few days ago. 
—Cator will depart from Lucknow immediately upon my 
arrival there ; and [ at preſent ftand determined to ſend Mrs. 
Middleton and the child with him; I muſt therefore, my 
dear Sir, rely on your friendly offices, to prevent his appoint- 
ment being diſpoled of, which I am aware there might, with- 
out your affiſtance, be ſome danger of, from the circumſtance 
mentioned in your lait letter to me. "The Governor's not 
having made the appointment while out of the provinces, or 
ever mentioned the ſubject ro me, I conciude of courſe that he 
had no intention of doing it until his retuin to the Board 3 and 
therefore take it for granted 1 am ſafe in the grounds I have 
proceeded upon ; but it would be a dreadfui misfortune to 
meet with any diſapointment; and I muſt therefore repeat 
my ſolicitation of your good offices to get the matter ſet to 
rights. 


* We have made a conſiderable progreſs in our receipts 


Fayzabad, 27 Jan. 1782, 


here, having already realized enough for the liquidation of. 


the Nabob's firſt bond to the Company; and in hopes of 
eetting ſufficient to pay off alſo the ſecond, which is only 
twelve lacks. In ſhort, my dear Sir, the bulinels has anſ{wer- 
cd the expeQations I told you, at Lucknow, I entertained of 
it, and cannot fail to give a confiderable help to the Com- 


pany's finances, at a time they ſo much want it, My ac- 


counts from my family at Lucknow ate ſomewhat more ſa- 
| « youralle 
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vourable than they were, but not ſuch as to remove my appre. 
henfions about the child. I beg my reſpects to Lady lmpey ; 


« and remain, with unfeigned regard, 


| _ © My dear Sir Elijah, | 

« Your faithful, obliged, and moſt affeRionate friend, 
| * NATH. MIDDLETON, 

© Fayzabad, | 
the 27 Jan. 1782, _ 
« Sir Elijah Impey.” 
VER * Lucknow, the 5th Feb. 1782. 
« My dear Sir Elijah, | | 
© I have the pleaſure to inform you of my return to Lucknow 
with a ſum of money equal to the liquidation of the Nabob's 
debt to the Companv. After paying up the arrears of the troops 
in theſe provinces, for which they have long been very preſſing, 


| ſhall immediately forward the reſidue to the Prefidency, and 
ſhall think myſelf happy in being the inſtrument of affording 


ſo ſeaſonable a relief to the exigencies of government. This 


is all I have at preſent time to trouble you with on buſineſs, 
but ſhall write you again in a'day or two, 


'© 1 have the ſatisfaction to acquaint you that my little boy is 


much better than when 1 laſt wrote you, but {till fo weak, and 
recovering ſo ſlow]y, that an immediate change of air is 
ſtrongly recommended, and perhaps is the only expedient that 
can promiſe to ſave his life. Mrs. Middleton will therefore 


ſet out with him in a few days, accompanied by Cator's family, 


for Dacca; and from thence, if the ſeaſon will permit, ſhe 
will proceed to Chittagong. This meaſure, 1 am forry to ſay, 
is.a]moſt as neceſiary for her as the child ; for what with griet 
and anxiety for him during his long indiſpolition, and the 
effects of a violent cold, which ſhe caught ſoon after you ler 
us, her health is very much impaired, and would, I apprehend, 
not caſily be reitored at Lucknow. 

< | am very anxious to accompany her, or at leaſt to follow 
her ſoon, and for that purpoſe requeſted, through Mrs. Hal- 
tings, ſome time ago, the Governor's leave of abſence ; but ne 
had left her, and proceeded by dauk to the Preſidency, betore 
my letter reached her, ſo that I am diſappointed ; and mull 
now, my dear dir, entreat of you this friendly office. 1 ſhall not 
avail myſelf of the indulgence I ſolicit, until all che Governor's 
orders are executed, and the buſineſs of my office put in ſuch 4 
train as to run not the ſmalleſt riſk of being impeded by my ab- 
ſence. 'The ſooner you can favour me with the Govern: 5 
leave, the greater I ſhall conſider the obligation. Mrs. Mid- 
d:eton joins me in belt reſpects to you and Lady Impey, and 


© remain with great regard, 


* My dear Sir Eljjah, . 


« Your faithful, obliged, and moſt affetionate ſervant, : 
NA'TH, MIDDLETON: 


C2J'-3 

Lucknow, the 5th December, 178r, 

« My dear Sir Eljjah, ) 
« ] was only this morning favoured with your yery friendly 
and intereſting letter of the 1ſt inftant; and I am only able at 
preſent, in reply, to touch ſlightly on the moſt important points 
of it. In the firſt place, my dear Sir, I muſt beg your accept- 
ance of my moſt unfeigned acknowledgments for the obliging 
and attentive regard yeu have fſhewn to all my requiſitions 
and wiſhes, which are not the leſs due to you, becauſe your 
endeavours have not been productive of all the ſucceſs I hoped 
for from th?m. It would be impertinent, and, perhaps, not 
altogether decent, for me to urge anv thing further on the 
ſubject of Muzuffer Jung and Iimael Beg. The Governor's 
expeQations in regard to both muſt and ſhall be anſwered ; 
and my only defire now 1s, that he will permit the Nabob 
and his Miniſters to make it appear a meaſure of their own, 
and not forced upon them by his immediate authority, I 
feel nothing on my own account for the Furruckabad buſi- 
neſs, as [ urged it only in conſequence of the Vizier's earneſt 
defire, which I thought extremely reaſonable, and made on 
crrounds which appeared to me to bear not a ſhadow of doubt 
in regard to juſtice or propriety. His Excellency only is the 
ſufferer, and I think I can anſwer for him, that he would 
muck rather have given up his claims on the Nabob of Fur- 
ruckabad altogether, in his own way, than be obliged now to 
withdraw his agent, which mult leffen him ſo much in the 
eyes of his neighbours, In regard to Iſmael Beg, I feel my- 
ſelf very differently ſituated, for, excluſive of the difappro- 
bation it was my duty to teltify to a conduct fo extremely 
diſreſpeaful and inſulting to the Nahob and his Miniſters, [ 
could not help perſonally feeling and reſenting the indignities 
he offered, in the moſt atrocious and bare-faced manner, to 
my ſtation. Burt I muſt own to you, my dear Sir, I feel theſe 
inſults, and the triumph which this villain has obtained over 
me, although it will give a ſevere ſtab to the influence and 
authority of my ſtation, leſs than I do the mortification of 
ſeeing more regard paid to the repreſentations of others than 
my own, on ſubjects which ſo eſſentially concern myſelf, and 
which to ſuſpect me capable of miſrepreſenting, ſeems to 
declare me undeſerving of the confidence of the Governor, 
and conſequently of the office I hold under him, I would 
alk, my dear Sir Elijah, what intereſt, or poſſible finiſter view, 
| can have in eſpouting the cauſe of the Nabob againſt Iſmael 
Beg? Had intereſt been the rule of my conduct, -his own 
overtures, before he had been {ix hours in confinement, 
© would have dictated a different line; but I thought his con= 
* duct to the Nabob too infamous to pais unpuniſhed ; and 
- 6 nut 
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not to have reſented his conduRt to myſelf, and to Mr. Har. 
tings, whoſe ſtation and character he took every means in his 
power to depreciate, would have been the higheſt injuftice 
both to my friend and myſelf, If Mr. Haſtings cannot yie!d 
credit to imy folemn declarations reſpecting the conduct of this 
man, it would, I conceive, be an eaſy matter to pet all ] 
have ſaid, and indeed much more, verified upon oath. Bur 
after what you have faid, I ſhall never again open my lips, 
or employ my pen, on the ſubject. I feel the diſappointment 
far more than 1 can expreſs, but it is only to yourlelt that [ 
{hall ever breathe a complaint upon it.—I muſt obſerve to 
you, that I think it very likely the Nabob may again addreſs 
the (3overnor on both theſe ſubjects, before he finally complies 
with his irjunctions, in which caſe [ have moſt earneſtly to 
entreat, that you will not ſuffer Mr. Haſtings to ſuppole me 
acceſlary to it.—I ſolemnly aflure you I will do every thing 
in my power to prevent any further delay in the execution of 
the Governor's orders, and if another reference is made, it 
will not be with my conſent.— I ſhall demand the execution 
to-morrow morning—if it is not complied with, the Nabob 
will of courte diſpatch his appeal in the evening, to which an 
anſwer may be received in fix days: ſhould the Nabob de- 
clice to withdraw his Sizauwol from Furruckabad, and rclcaie 
Iſmael Beg until the Governor's anſwer arrives, LI ſhall be 
without remedy ; and I ſhall truſt to your good offices to 
obtain me his indulgence, under a ſolemn engagement, that 
the very day the anſwer may arrive, his orders, be they what 
they will, ſhall be executed. 

< The meaſure reſpecting the Begums, and the reſumption 
of the Jagheers, will be inſtanily adopted. Lhe latter has 


only been ſuſpended for the Governor's ſentiments on the 


former, as the Jagheers of the Begums and their dependants 
are the mot conſiderable ; and, to bave attacked them, with- 
out >eing prepared, at the ſame time, to enter immetdiate:y 
on the execution of the grand. deſign, would have been doing 
things dy halves, and pofhibly have defeated our expectations, 
IDo not, my dear Sir Elijah, ſuffer this delay to be urged or 


conſidered as an imputation of blame upon me. Llentered on 


the butineſs the very day after you left me, and went fo far 
as to look upon the matter as fnally agreed upon, the actual 
execution only ſuſpended until I could receive either yours 
or the Governor's ſentiments upon the further propoſal, which 
is certainly of far greater conſequence than the reſumption of 
the Jagheers, as it will do at one ſtroke, if we are not all 


grofsly miſtaken, what the Jagheers will be at leaft two years 


in doing. To-morrow morning Þ am to be informed of his 
Excellency's intended mode of aitack, and ſhall not fat! t9 
| C acquaint 


LY 3 


acquaint the Governor ; in the mean time you may be aſſured, 
that whatever may be acquired by the meaſure ſha!l be faith- 
fully and wholly applied to the liquidation of the Company's 
debt. With reipeQ to Cator, I will write when | have ſpoken 
to him 3 at preſent I have not time even to read what I have 
© wriiten- I ſhall be happy if you find it intelligible, and I am 
6 ſure you Will have the goodneſs to excuſe its imperfections, 
« Mrs, Middleton joins me in kindeft remembrances to Lady 
© Impey ; and 1 am, with fincere regard, 
* My dear Sir Elijah, 
© Your ever faithful, obliged, and moſt aif-Qionate friend, 


*« NATH. MIDDLETON?® 


© Sir Elijah Impey.” 


Are you ſure you have not written nor received any other letters 
to or from Mr, Middleton on this ſubject ? 

I am by no means ſure of it, and the reaſon why I am not ſure 
of it 1s, that neither the copies of my own letters, nor taoſe of 
Mr. Middleton's, were preſerved with any kind of anxiety or care. 
It is owing to accident that theſe are preſerved with the reſt of 
my papers-—l had no idea they would ever be called for, or that 
they could be of the leaſt poſſible uſe. 

Whether you did not recommend to Mr. Haſtings the taking 
the depoſitions which were taken by you at Lucknow, and other 
places, as a means of juſtifying Mr. Haſtings's character and 
conduct ? oy | 

I did not for the ſake of the juſtification of Mr, Haſtings's 
charaQer, but Mr. Haſtings was then writing a narrative of the 
proceedings, which was, I believe, called A Narrative of the Pro- 
ceedings at Benares ; I had not read it, but told Mr, Haſtings that 
the Narrative of itſelf, without having the facts which he aſſerted 
verified, might, as he was a party intereſted, gain but ſmall credit 
in England—My advice was, to verify theſe facts, not conhidering 
whether they might juſtify or condemn him, 

It appears then that you conſidered Mr. Haſtings's conduct in 
that tranſaQtion as liable at leaſt to be queſtioned in England *? 

[ hope it does not appear that I thought his conduct might not 
be examined in England, I certainly thought it would be enquired 
Into, | 


Did you conſider theſe as tranſaRtions of great importance z the 


tranſactions to which the depolitions taken before you referred ? 
What depoſitions would be taken before me 1 did not then 
know —the tranſactions at Benares I certainly thought of import- 
ance—] may add, I do not now know, for | have never read 
tnole depoſitions. | 
And then the witneſs was direed to withdraw. 
And being again called in, he was aſked, 
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Is the Committee to underſtand that you did not think the tran. 
factions in Oude to be of importance ? 


» 


] certainly thought the [tranſactions both at Benares and in 
Oude of importance. 

Had you Mr, Haſtings's authority for the orders and commy- 
nications you made to Mr. Middleton, after his return from 
JLucknow ? 


Nothing that I wrote as from Mr, Haſtings was written but at 
his expreſs deſire. | 

How come you then ever to conſider that papers and letters 
comaining orders and communications by tie authority of Nr, 
Haſtings reiative to tranſactions of great importance, and which 
you was ſure would be queſtioned and examined into in England, 
to be papers of no conſequence, and not likely to be ever called 
for ? 


Becauſe I was no official agent of Mr, Haſtings's, but ated as 
his friend. 


What was the nature of the communication you verbally made 


to Mr. Middleton at Lucknow ? 


Mr. Haſtings gave me very ſhort notes 1n writing relative to 
the ſubjects he withed me to mentiun to Mr. Middleton —I thought 
i had preſerved the paper, but after having Ilcoked for it with 
great diligence, 1 am not able.to tind it—l have two papers of 
ſhort notes in Mr, Middleton's hand, which he Gelivered to me 
when | leit Lucknow. —Theſe I verily believe to be on the ſub- 


Jects he wiſhed me to talk on with Mir. Middleton ; upon looking 


at them, 1 ſee Mr. Middleton muſt have added ſomething of his 
own, but th: moſt material I can ſupply by memory. 

You will underſtand that the queſtion relates to the ſubjeCt of 
the Begums ; and before you ſpeak fronr theſs memorandums, you 
will anſwer the queſtion—W hat was the communication you 
made to Mr, Middleton at Lucknow, reſpecting the Begums, as 
the plcalure of Mr. Haſtings? 

That I conſidered as the moſt material part of what I commu- 
nicated to Mr, Middleton; but in order to make that intelligible, 
it will be neceſlary for me to ſtate to the Committee what had 
previouſly paſſed between me and Mr. Haſtings, I think at Chu- 


"nar ; either at Benares or Chunar, but I think at Chunar, s It 


will explain to the Committee the wholz riſe and c:uſe of the 
demands made vpon the Begums. Mr. Haſtings ſtated to me the 
embarraſſment of his fituation ; he hed failed of his objec at be- 
naresz a revolution had ſucceeded; he was defeated, from the 
inſurrections in ihe country, from procecding to Lucknow 3 he 


Nated (the fas I Co not take upon me to verify) that the Be- 


guins were in actual rebellion againſt the Nabob Vizier ; he told 
me that his whole cregvit depended on the execution of the treaty 
of Chunar ; that he feared, from the calmneſs of the temper of 
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Mr. Middleton, that he would not ſufficiently urge the execution 


of that treaty. It had been propoſed that I ſhould have proceeded » 
as far as lllahabad, as a central place, for the purpoſe of taking the 


depoſitions alluded to. He afterwards requeſted me, for the pur- 
poſe of inducing Mr. Middleton to procure the execution of that 
treaty, to proceed to Lucknow—In that converſation this paſſed ; 


| and | will not take upon me to ſay (for I mean to give the Com- 


mittee the moſt candid information in my power) whether the idea 
of the confiſcation of the effets of the Begums originated from 
him or from me—lt certainly originated in that converſation, 
This I perfe&tly remember to have faid to Mr. Haſtings, =When 


you communicated to me in Calcutta your intentions with regard - 


to Cheyt Sing, I declined giving you any opinion at all, becauſe 
I could not take upon me a ſufficient knowledge of the Jaws of 
the country to adviſe whether that act was legal or not. —But 
with regard to the Begums, I told him {and it I was wrong, LI 
truſt to the candour of the Houſe, that they will impute it to an 
error in judgment) that if the fats he ſtated were true, namely, 
that the Begums were in actual, rebellion, I conſidered it to be 
neceſſary to the exiſtence of the government of the Nabob Vizier, 
that he ſhould have the power of taking from his ſubjects in re- 
beilion, thoſe treaſures which enabled them to ſupport their rebel[- 
lion.—l wiſh to be underſtood, though I believe the facts to be 
true, that | by no means aſſert them to be. fo, being not a matter 
within my own. knowledge, —-=I am now going to anſwer the 
queſtion—T underſtood Mr. Haſtings to adopt the reaſoning, and 
this he defired me to communicate to Mr. Middleton, which I 
cid—relating to him the whole which had pafſed between Mr, 
Haltings and me on that ſubjeQ, and Mr. Haſtings's inclivation 
” carey meaſures into execution for the confiſcation of their 
etrects. oF | 

Did this converſation with Mr. Haitings happen immediately 
preceding your going to Lucknow ? 

Almolt immediately before 1 went to Lucknow, 

Did you, immediately on your ariival at Lucknow, take the 
afhdavits? | 

| was at Lucknow, I think, only five days ; and as ſoon as the 
people came who made the depoſitions, I took them. I ſee ſome 
were taken the day before I came away, | 


Was it concerted between Mr. Haſtings and you, before you 


left Benares or Chunar, that theſe afidavits ſhould be taken ? 

It was; and I have a copy of a J-tter with me, which was 
written on the 15th of November 1751, to Mr, Middleton, on 
the ſubject of my going to Lucknow, which he (Mr. Haſtings) 
Celired me to take with me ; by which it will appear that it was 
lo concerted between me and Mr. Haſtings. | 

Then the letter was dclivered in, and is as follows : 


(Copy) 
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Copy) 
( * Chunar, 15th November, 1781, 


q To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Lucknow, 


© Sir, 
© In your letter dated the 15th Ofober, I find it generally 
aſſerted by Lieutenannt Colonel Hannay, in the extragy 
quoted from his letters, and confirmed by yourſelf, that durin 
the late revolt of this province, levies both of horſe and foot 
were openly made at Fyzabad, both by the Begums and by 
Cheyt Sing's agents, in his name, and for his uſe ; that theſe 
levies were diſpatched to Benaris publicly as his, one party 
of 1000 horſe and foot, under the command of Shake Cawn; 
that Jewar Ally Cawn, in the Chowk of Fyzabad, aſked 
every man who bore the appearance of a ſoldier, why he went 
not to Cheyt Sing for ſervice ; that Futteh Jah, Ghunooroy, 
and Ajeet-mul, had crofled to Miajowley, urged to that ftep by 
Cheyt Sing, who had ſupplied them with money, and pro- 
miſed them great ſums if they would put the whole count: 
into confulion ; that the principal Zemindars had all certih- 
cates, under the feal of Cheyt Sing, that he would ſupply 
them with whatever money they might require for ſubliſting 
all the troops they could raiſe; that it was the general belief of 
every man 1n that part of the country, that it was a concerted 
plan for the extirpation of the Engliſh ; that the whole 
country, from Goonda to Maujee, and from Fyzabad to the 
Benaris diitrict, and acroſs from the Gogra to the Ganges, was 
in the utmoſt ferment ; that if we met with a check at Benaris, 
every man in the country was ready to fall on our ſcattered 
parties; that the infurretion was not partial, but gene- 
rally fpread throughout the whole; and if he (Colonel H.) 
might truſt to his information, it was already begun, and 
would ſoon rage as violently in Shahjehanpoor, Rohilcund, 
Cora, and the Doaub. | 
« Theſe are facts of ſuch moment to the public ſervice, and fo 


neceffary both-to the means which may be required for our 


future preſervation, and to the juſtification of what has paſſed, 
and to what may be done to the lame end, that I think it proper 
that they ſhould be verified in the molt authentic and ſacred 
manner : I muft therefore requeſt and require of you, in my 
name, to call upon Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, Mayor 
Macdonald, Captain Williams, and Lieutenant Gordon, and 
every other perſon who may have a per{onai knowledge or un- 
deritanding of theſe taRts, or of any others relating to the Ie- 


bellion of Cheyt Sing, and its conneRtions in the dominions 


of the Nabob Vizier, ſeverally to depoſe all that they know 
and belicye conceruing the fame, citier on oath before vir 


« Eljjab 


61. 3-3 


« Elijah Impey, who will inſtantly viſit Lucknow chiefly with | 
« this intention, or that they repair to me at this place for the | 
« ſame purpoſe, "M0 
« Reſpecling the levies made at Fyzabad; the march of Shake | 
« Cawn with a force declared for the ſervice of Cheyt Sing ; the | 
public invitations of Jewar Ally Cawn ; the certificates under 
the ſeal of Cheyt Sing, in the poſleſſion of the Zemindars of 
Goroocpoor and Parraick ; bis letters to the Begums or their 
miniſters'z the plan concerted for the extirpation of the | 
Engliſh ; I moſt earneſtly recommend it to you to obtain ſuch M 
evidence as can be required reſpecting each of theſe points z— 
whether fuch evidence ſhal} aſcertain, or refute or qualify 
their reality z and, if it be poſſible, to gain poſſeſſion of the 
original letters and certificates ſaid to have been written by 
Cheyt Sing 33 aboveſaid, 
< You will be careful to aſcertain the dates and places of fats, 
© and the names, and places, and perſons, in the depoſitions 
© taken, that their evidence may not be defective or ambiguous 
6 from the want of preciiton. 


* Reſpecting the murders ſaid to have been committed at 


"9 1H 77 I... es... 


© Gopecgunge, I have already written to you, and now ſend It! 
: © you a duplicate of my letter on that ſubjeEt, i 
f « I alſo ſend you the form of a caption or introduction to each ij 
S © depoſition, of which you will be pleaſed to furniſh copies to "1 
f « each of the Engliſh gentlemen who ſhall have occaſion for the | 
a * uſe of them. 'I he depoſitions of the native witneſſes muſt be 40 
y « written in the Janguages which they underſtand, and muſt be "q 
x * verified on cath, and tigned ; or, if they ſhall object to the 
* © oath, as contrary to their religious tenets, they muſt be re= 
5 « quired to ſubſcribe ſuch a ſolema atteſtation, as ſhall be equi. 
a * valent to the fanction of an oath, and aud your f{ignatures 
: 6 tolt, | 
.) « I am, Sir, your molt obedient ſervant, 
n « (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS.” 
£ | 
Do you think that you wrote ſeveral other letters to Mr, Mid- 
{0 U-ton on the ſame {ubjeCt, beſides thoſe you have produced ? 
un | believe | did—l have before given. the reaſons why I did not 
d, prelerve them —1 thought LI had no more reafon to preſerve them 
ew lian a common amanucntis, not being reſponſible for the facts. 
hy Do you not know that the Company's ſervants in India were 


dound to obey the lawtul orders of the Directors, by the regulating 
i at, of the 14th year of his preſent Majelty ? 
w Yes, both by the regulating act, and before. 

In a letter of the 6th of December, 1781, page 3, from Mr, 
Middleton to Mir. Haſtings, there is this ſentence; © Your plea- 
* ſure reſpeRing the Begums | have learnt from Sir Elijah, and the 
* meaſures heretofore propoſed will toon folloy the reſumption of 

66 the 


© I0 3 
6 _ Jagheers,” To whom do thoſe words, © heretofore propoſed,” 
refer! 

By hearing the letter read, I refer it to a propoſal made by Nr, 
Haſtings, through me to Mr, Middleton. 

What was the nature of that propoſal ? 

I take it to allude to what I have before mentioned, namely, the 
mterition of Mr. Haſtings to have the effeQts of the Begums conki. 
cated, on account of their rebellion. | 

Do you mean, by ſaying Mr. Haſtings's intention to have the 
Begums' effeQts confiſcated, that it was to grant his, Mr. Haſtings's, 
conſent to the Nabob's doing it ? 

FT underſtood more; I underſtood it was Mr, Haſtings's intentions 
that Mr. Middleton ſhould recommend it to the Nabob as a mea- 
ſure, 

Did you underſtand it as an order from Mr. Haſtings to Mr, 
Middleton, or only as a fignification of what might be his pleaſure 
in certain circumſtances ? 

I underſtood it only as a ſignification of Mr, Haſtings's pleaſure, 
after a more full con{ideration upon the ſubject. 

Do you mean a conlideration already had, or a confideration to 
be had? 
I am afraid I have not underftood the original queſtion, 
Was it an order to be acted upon, or a direction to be governcd | 
| by circumſtances ? 

A direction to be governed by circumſtances, 

- At what time was the propoſal before mentioned, and to which | 
the ſentence of the letter refers, made ? | 

* I was before going to ſtate that to the Committee, but another | 
queſtion interrupted me: Mr. Middleton and moſt of the gentle- | 
men at Lucknow met me about twenty miles ſhort of Lucknow; | | 
arrived there about twelve o'clock at night ; there were tents pro- 
vided for me, and I ſlept at the place of meeting that night. The 
next morning I proceeded with Mr. Middleton to Lucknow, in 4 | 
. Chariot; on my way to Lucknow I made that propoſal. 

What was that propoſal ? 

* That Mr, Middleton ſhould conſult the Nabob on the meaſure 
of confiſcating the effe&ts of the Begums, as ſuppoſing them in 
rebellion, | 

- Were there any directions, what Mr, Middleton was to do after 
conſulting the Nabob ? | 

Not that I remember. I underſtood that Mr. Middicton ſhould 
acquaint Mr, Haſtings with the reſolution of the Nabob. 

You having ſtated to the Committee that Mr. Haſtings had 1n- 
formed you, previous to your ſetting out to Lucknow, that th 
Begums were in a ſtate of actual rebellion, did you find that to 96 
the fact upon your arrival at Lucknow?! 


F . 


The Begums did not reſide at Lucknow. At Lucknow I could 
| | -n0 


3 Þ 
no more have a perſonal xnowledge of it than at Chunar ; but I 
was adviſed at Chunar to avoid Fyzabad in my going to Lucknow, 
becauſe the Begums were in rebellion; and I was adviſed by every 
body at Lucknow to avoid Fyzabad at my return to Chunar, for 
the ſame reaſon: Of my own knowledge I know nothing of that 
ft. From thence I collec it was the ſenſe of every body at Luck- 
now that the Begums were then in rebellion; and Colonel Han- 
nay, eſpecially, mentioned to me ſeveral facts concerning their 
rebellion. F 

Do you mean that Colonel Hannay informed you that the Be- 
gums were then in a ſtate of rebellion, or that he only informed 
you of the fats which he afterwards depoſed upon oath ? 

I do not know what facts he depoſed upon oath. 

Did Mr. Middleton inform you that the Begums were then 
actually in rebellion ? 

[ will not take upon me preciſely to ſay that he informed me that 
the Begums were then in actual rebellion z but that they informed 
me the route by Fyzabad was unſafe, on account of the ſtate of 
the country, in conſequence of their rebellion, which, to my 
objeCt of returning, was the ſame thing. 

Did you often ſee the Nabob Vizier ? 

I think 1 ſaw him three or four times; 

Did you ever converſe with the Nabob on the obje of your 
Journey to Lucknow? _ 

There were ſeveral objects of my journey to Lucknow : I cannot 
ſay 1 never mentioned 2ny of them, but { do not recolle& that L 


Cid, and I am ſure I never converſed with him on the ſubje& of the 


Begums: Mr. Haſtings had never defired me, and I ſhould have 
thought it impertinent and indelicate, 


Then the Nabob never mentioned to you that his parents were 
in aCtual rebellion againſt him ? | 


He certainly never did ; but it is not to be inferred from thence 


that they were not, as we had no converſation upon the ſtate of the 

oath of the treaty of Benates, or of any of the preceding tranſ» 

actions. | 

Did you ever inform the Nabob that you had taken depofitions, 

while at his Court, tending to accuſe his mother and grandmother ? 
I did not; but the Nabob muſt have known it, becauſe his 


Miniſter made a depoſition : I have no doubt it was well known to 


the Nabob. 

What Miniſter ? 

Hyder Beg Cawn. | JON | 

W here did Hyder Beg Cawn make that depoſition ? 

I have not the leaſt recolleRion ; I believe it to have been in a 
tent at Colonel Hannay's quarters, or it might have been in the 


| houſe of Major Martin, where I lodged; but within the Court of 


the Nabob | never took a depoſition. I am inclined, upon recol- 
kQion, to think it was at Major Martin's, 
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What became of that depoſition ? 

I do not recolle& any thing particular of that depoſition ; but ] 
believe it went with the reſt. 

Are you ſure that depoſition even mentions the Begum's name, 
or contains the leaſt alluſion to it ? 4 

I am by no means ſure of it, for I never read it or heard it, ] 
was not taking depoſitions merely againſt the Begums. I do not 
know whether one of the depoſitions went to the Begums; and if 
J had informed the Nabob that I was. about taking depoſitions 
_ againſt the Begums, 1 might, for what I know, have informed him 

falſe, for I did not know the fact. 

Then what do you mean by ſaying you are convinced that the 
Nabob knew his mother and grandmother were accuſed, becauſe 
the Miniſter had made a depoſition ; declaring, at the ſame time, 
that you are whoily ignorant of the contents of all the depoſitions? 

If upon my evidence I have ſaid fo, I am glad the queſtion has 
given me an opportunity of explaining it, for I meant no ſuch 
thing. I aſk pardon for not having obſerved that the queſtion was 
narrowed to depoſitions againſt the Begums ; 1 underſtood it went 
to taking depoſitions generally. 


Did you not take ſome depoſitions and affidavits before your jour- 


ney to Lucknow, and after your return from thence ? 
| T cannot take upon me to ſay whether | did or not; but all the 
depoſitions I took are, as I underſtand, in print, and the dates of 
the times and places are upon them, I took them agreeably to thoſe 
dates, | 

On what ground are you ſo confident that thoſe depoſitions are 
in print, and that the dates, names, and places, are upon them, 

ou never having read them ? 

Becauſe I ſaw the captions and ſignatures of all the affidavits and 
the dates, 

Did you never hear them read to you ? 

1 do not recolle& that I did. Some may have been read to me, 
but it was not the courſe to read them. I took them as ſuſtices in 
England take affidavits. | 


Are you ſure that a conſiderable number of them were not deli- 
berately read to you ? *, 

I am by no means ſure; very probably they were. At this diſ- 
tance of time I cannot recolle&t, I only mean that I did not re- 
quire them to be read tome, If they choſe to read them to me, I 
probably heard them. 

Then if they were read to you, and you heard them, muſt you 
not have been miſtaken in declaring that you never had any know- 
ledge of the contents of any of them ? 

| acknowledge the concluſion; but T have no remembrance 
whether any of them were read to me; and I am ſure I do no 
now know the contents of them, 


Do 
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:Do you recolle& whether or not, when the depoſitions were in 
the Perſian or in the Hindoo language, that they were tranſlated by 
Major Davy, ſigned in Engliſh, and the contents explained to the 
deponents ? 

Very poffibly it may be ſo; but I have not the leaſt recolleQion 
of the fact. The explanation of the contents might have been in 
my preſence, or not in my preſence ; if it was expreſſed to be done 
in my preſence, it undoubtedly was fo. 

Would you have ſigned your name to an affidavit, purporting to 
be ſworn before you, the contents being firſt explained to the de- 
ponent, without the contents having been explained in your pre- 
ſence : | 

It requires a knowledge of both languages to know whether an 
interpreter explains right or no. Without that knowledge, the 
interpreter muſt be credited; and I have no doubt, nay, I am ſure, 
the interpreter was ſworn, and in thatcaſe I ſhould fo have ſigned it. 

Do you mean you would have ſigned ſuch a depofition without 
requiring the interpreter to explain the depolition to the deponent 
at the time he made the affidavit ? 

Certainly—upon aſking the ſworn interpreter whether he had 
interpreted the contents truly, 

1o you not think that it was aneceflary precaution, when a native 
of the country was to ſwear to a depoſition drawn up in Engliſh, that 
it ſhould have been interpreted to the deponent in his own language? 

] do, 

Vas Major Davy with you at Lucknow ? 

He was not, 

Who was the interpreter upon that occaſion ? 

I do not know, but it was a ſworn interpreter. 


Do you know his name ? "_ 


] do not, 

Who recommended him ? 
| At this diſtance of time 1 do not know, but I was ſatisfied at the 
tUme, | 

Are you abſolutely certain that he was ſuch a ſworn interpreter ? 

I am as politive as I can be of any common official aft, Although 
this was not an official a, yet it was in the nature of an official 
act, that I would not have done it without a ſworn interpreter, that 
bing a matter of courſe. 

You having recolleCed the atteſtation which you ſigned to one 
of the depoſitions read to you, which there ftates that the contents 
had been ſworn before you, the contents being explained to the 
ceponent by the interpreter, whoſe name you do not recolle&t, do 
you recollect to have ſeen any ſuch atteſtations to the depolitions you 
wok at Lucknow ? 

| have no recolleQion whatſoever, 

You having ſtated, that if in the depofitions taken before you 
Nter your return from es 4 there appears an atteſtation _ 

| 2 tne 
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the contents had been firſt explained to the deponent, do you not 
admit that a ſimilar atteſtation would have appeared upon the depo. 
fitions taken at Lucknow, if the ſame meaſure had been purſued 
there with reſpect to thoſe depoſitions? | 

If it had been ſo written on the depoſitions, it certainly would 
ſo have appeared, þ 

But if the fact had exiſted, that the depoſitions had been ſo ex- 
plained, would it not have ſo appeared ? 

' It ſhould have ſo appeared, and it is inaccurate if it does not, 
— you recollect yourſelf to have ſworn any interpreter at Luck- 
now 

] do not recolle&t it, but T have no doubt but I did. 

And you know no reaſon, but attribute it to inaccuracy, that the 
depoſitions taken at Lucknow have no atteſtation, that they were 
firſt explained to the native deponents, and that all the depoſitions 
of the ſame nature taken upon your return have ſuch atteſtations, 
and you do not remember the name of the interpreter, nor who re- 
commended him ? 

1 did not know the fat; and if it is ſo [ attribute it to inaccu- 
racy, and | do not know the name of the interpreter. —I hope the 
Committee will make ajlowance for the want of remembrance of 
tranſactions at ſuch a diſtance of time, There 1s another thing, 
thoſe that are in print are copies, the originals might have atteſta- 
tions.—l1 do not know that they have, 

Do you not believe that the depolitions ſtated in Mr. Haſtings's 
narrative are correct copies of the originals ? | 

I have no reaſon to diſbelieve, bur 1 do not know it, 

You having ſtated that one of your purpoſes at Lucknow was to 
aſcertain or refute the various reports communicated by Mr, Hal- 
tings to Mr. Middleton, many of which affeRted the Begurns z did 
you ever communicate, or dire& to be communicated, or adviſe to 
be communicated, any part of the charge, or any one of the depo- 
fitions, againſt the Begums, taken before you at Lucknow ? 

1 certainly never did, nor did it ever enter into my imagination 
ſo to do, nor did [ ever hear of a like proceeding where affidavits 
were taken ; I was not competent to try whether the Begums were 
criminal or not. Fe Os x I. 
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tainly ſhould, 

If you probably did examine ſome witnefſes, what did you meas 
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and Le you made no enquiry, and had no knowledge of their 
contents | 
[ meant to ſay, that I took them as affidavits are generally taken, 
which are in that manner—and in that ordinary courſe if any mat- 
ter was ſtated to me, which made it neceſſary to examine, I ſhould 
have examined, but whether I did or not I cannot tell. 
Ii you neither examined any witneſſes in favour of the Begums, 


'nor applied for, or received any evidence on their behalf, by what 


means was you to aſcertain or refute the charges alledged againſt 
them f 

I had no intention, nor was it my purpoſe, to refute or maintain 
any charge —only to authenticate ſuch facts as ſhould be ſworn 
before me. | 

Whether you conceive an ex parte evidence of this nature to be 
proof i guilt in the parties accuſed, or a juſt ground of condemning 
them ? 

I take that to be matter of opinion, which I hope the Committee, 
though a plain caſe, will not think me bound to anſwer. 

Did you give any advice to Mr. Haftings on that ſubjeQ, after 
your return with the evidence ? 


I knew, before they were taken, the purpoſe of taking them was 


to have them annexed to his Narrative, and I had adviſed that 
meaſure, —I did not ſay any thing to contradict it afterwards — 
whether I gave any ſpecihc advice about them further, I do not re- 
collec, | 

Have you ever read that Narrative? 

I think I have not, —but I have heard the fats from Mr, Haſ- 
tings, | | | 

Do you recolleQ, in a letter from you to Lord Rochfort, of 2oth 


January, 1776, upon an occaſion, wherein you thought ſome ac- 


cuſations were likely to be preferred againſt you, that you thus ex- 
preſſed yourſelf, ** not only to ſuſpend your own judgment, but to 
* intercede for me and the other Judges, with his Majeſty and his 
Miniſters, not to lend a willing ear to any charges, inveCtives, 
inſinuations, or alluſions, in papers, either public or private, 
* tending to prejudice our fortunes or fame, before the facts are 


miſtcepreſented, My anxiety muſt be my excuſe for deſiring in- 
terceſſion, in a matter which I know the juſtice and candour of 


© my Sovereign and his Miniſters would grant to the meaneſt ſub- 


* j<Ct unaſked ?” Fl 

{ do perfeAly recolle& it, and I ftill continue of the opinion, 
that it was illiberal and unjuſt of the Governor General and Coun- 
cil, if they did it, which I am afraid they did, to ſend an accuſation 
irom Bengal to England, without apprizing the parties againſt 
whom ſuch accuſation was ſent, that they might at the ſame time 
ſend their defence, | 


examined, or we have an opportunity of contradicting them, if 


Are 


OE OE ON Og — 
-- ona YES - 


| 
$2007-J 

Are you not of opinion, that the general doarine containe 
the paſſage now read is juſt and reaſonable ? 

I am—but I make a very great diſtinction when accuſations t, 
criminate only are ſent, and affidavits are taken in juſtification ang 
verification of fads ſtated. —I do not conceive it to have been the 
idea of Mr. Haſtings, by annexing thoſe affidavits to his Narrative 
merely to have criminated the Begums and other parties, again(t 
whom the affidavits were taken, but to juſtify his own conduct from 
their conduct. —Had it been merely to criminate and not to verify 
the facts afſerted in his Narrative, I would not have adviſed the 
meaſure, nor have taken the affidavits, | | 

Then, conſidering the affidavits mgrely as the ground of the 


d in 


proceedings had againſt the Beyums, are you not of opinion, that 

juſtice and candour required that the facts ſhould have been exa- W r 
mined, and an opportunity given to the accuſed. of contradicting . , 
them, if they were miſrepreſented, before they were condemned ? » 


I never did, nor do I now conſider thoſe affidavits: as grounds of 
proceedings againſt the Begums. I underftood them merely, as I of 
Rated before, to verify the facts which were to conſtitute Mr, Haſ- 
tings's juſtification to the world, and for no other purpoſe whatſo- 
ever. | 

The two following queſtions, which had been before put to the v 
witneſs, and his anſwers, were again read, = | 

« * Do you think that you wrote ſeveral other letters to Mr, th 
&«& Middleton, on the ſame ſubject, beſides thoſe you have produced ? 

« [ believe I did. —I have before given the reaſons why I did 
& not preſerye them —I thought I had no more reaſon to preſerve 
© them than a common amanuenſis, not being reſponſible tos the 
ad facts.” | Wy 6 

© Do not you know that the Company's ſervants in India were 
© bound to obey the lawful orders of the Directors, by the regu- 
<6 jating act of 13 Geo. 3.? 

& Yes, both by the regulating a, and before.” _ 

Did not you know that it was a ſtanding order of the Company, 
to all their ſervants in effice, to keep copies of all their correſpond- 
ence whatever on public buſineſs, and to tranſmit copies and dupli- 
cates thereof to the Court of Directors ? | 

I know of no ſuch ſtanding order ; it poſſibly might be, and 1 
think it probable that there is, but I never ſaw it. 

Suppoling ſuch an order to exiſt, do you not think that it would 
tend totally to defeat the purpoſes thereof, if perſons not in the. 
actual ſervice of the Company ſhould carry on correſpondence be- 
tween their ſervants upon their public affairs, which were not en 
tered in their records ? | | 

That being matter of opinion, I requeſt to' know of the Com- 
mittee, whether I am bound to anſwer the queſtion.-l am ready 
to an{wer to all matters of fact, i D 
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Do you not think that perſons engaging voluntarily in any part 
of the management of the Company's affairs, belonging to the or- 
dinary duty of their ſervants, ſhould be made ſubject to the ſame 
rules for their guidance, and to the ſame reſponhibility, with the 
covenanted or appointed ſervants of the Company, whoſe office or 
duty they ſo undertake to execute? 

And the queſtion being objected to, 
The witneſs was directed to withdraw, 
And being again called ing 

The witneſs was aſked, 

Have you ever known any affidavits taken, which were to affect 
any perſons in their life, property, or fame, without their having 
an opportunity of their being acquainted with the charge againſt 
them contained in thoſe aMdavits, before any determinate a, ſub- 
jecting them to loſs or damage in any of thoſe particulars, is 
finally taken? | | | 

Certainly it would be very unjuſt, as a judicial proceeding for any 
of thoſe purpoſes. And, as a judicial proceeding, I have known no 
inſtance of it. 

Whether you did not adviſe Mr. Haſtings to prevail on the 
Nabob to reſume the Jaghire, and ſeize on the treaſures of the Be- 
gums, on a ſuppolition that the Begums were in rebellion ? 

{ adviſed Mr. Haſtings to that meaſure, if the fact was true that 
the Begums were in rebellion—how that fact was to be aſcertained 
| did not pretend to adviſe. Whether public notcriety was ſuffi- 
cient according to the laws, I was not converſant—it might, The 
fat being aſcertained, I thought the right to confiſcate followed, 

Did you not think that in giving advice, which muſt be attended 
with conſequences ſo fata] to the fortune and character of perſons 
of that diſtintion, you ought to have adviſed allo remarkable care 
In the aſcertainment of the facts ? | Pots 

| gave my opinion on an abltraCt propoſition. "There is no man 
of common ſenſe or juſtice but muſt think that facts muſt be ſuf- 
iciently aſcertained before they are acted upon, 

When you voluntarily conſented to employ yourſelf in an aQtive 
part in procuring ſuch proofs, did not you think yourfelf bound 
to take care that they were good and effectual for juſtifying the 
ſirong aCt of power which you recommended in the abſtract ? 

I did not take an active part in procuring any evidence what- 
ſoever, I was only ready to authenticate the fats which I did not 
procure; and as they were never thought on by me to be grounds 
of proceedings againſt the Begums, for that high act of power, 
by which I ſuppoſe is meant the confiſcation of their effects, I did 
not think myſelf bound nor at all reſponſible for the facts ſworn to, 


Jour buſineſs to ſee that they contained matter prima facze fit to be 
GQpoſed, and to matters relevant in the cauſe, both for the ſake of 


hen you undertook to authenticate depoſitions, was 1t not. 
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the perſons who employed you, and the perſons whom the em. 
ployment might affeQ ? 

] beg leave to object to this queſtion, and to all other queſtiony 
which are mere matter of opinion—and upon this ground, that ] 
cannot arrogate to myſelf, that my opinion, when given one way 
or the other, can be evidence before this Committee, | 

Have you not given ſeveral opinions in the courſe of this eyi- 
dence uncalled for? | 

If T have, I have no doubt the Committee will not receive them 
as evidence, but reject them as they ought to be. 

Did you not aflert, as a matter of opinion, that you was no 
more re{ponfible in this afair than a common amanuenſis ? 

And then the witneſs was direed to withdraw, 
And being called in again, he was aſked, 

Did you not carry a letter from Mr. Haſtings to Mr, Middleton, 
recommending to him the taking of theſe atteſtations, in which 
are the following words, ** "Theſe are fats of ſuch moment to 
« the public ſervice, and fo neceſſary, both to the means which 
© may be required for our future preſervation, and to the juſtih- 
& cation of what has paſſed, and to what may be done, to the 
© ſame end, that I think it proper that they ſhould be verified in 
«« the moſt authentic and ſacred manner ?” | 

I did not carry any ſuch letter to, Mr. Middleton—but I was 
furniſhed by Mr. Haſtings with a copy of a letter before ſent to 
Mr. Middleton, which I believe contained thoſe words. 

For what purpoſe was that copy put into your hands? 
L To inform me that Mr. Middleton had received ſuch direQions 

efore. 

Whether theſe affidavits were not taken agreeably to the in- 
ftruQions in that letter, for the purpoſe of juſtifying acts that were 
to be done, as well as acts that had been done ? ag 

I did not underſtand that letter, or receive it as inſtruRions to 
-me.—] never underſtood the affidavits to be taken to Juſtify aCts 
to be done,—and I have before ſaid, that for ſuch a purpoſe | 
would not have taken the affidavits, —and I know they could be 
applied to no ſuch purpoſe, —by that 1 mean, to no judicial pro 
cecdings againft the Begums. 

Whether the letter you have delivered in to the Committee does 
not expreſsly aſlert, that they were to be applied to that purpoſe! 

That will appear upon the letter itſelf more authentically thal 
by any thing I can ſay. 

Whether affidavits and atteſtations affeting the condition of 
any perſon with regard to any future act, is not in the nature 0 
thofe uſed in a judicial proceeding ? 

In my ſenſe of judicial proceedings, I think not ; and theſe aff 
davits were not for the purpoſe of any future act. 


With regard to paſt acts, by which any perſons have been aff. Gee 


( 41 ) 
is it not agreeable to natural” juſtice, that the perſons affeted 
ſhould have the ſame means of {hewing that they have been un- 
juſtly treated, as that the perſon exerciſing acts of power againſt 
them has had grounds upon which to juſtify himſelf ? 
Then the witneſs was directed to withdraw, 
And being again called in, he was aſked, 

In what capacity of a magiſtrate did you act in taking thoſe 
affidavits? o 

In no capacity as a magiſtrate for thoſe diſtricts ; but I have 
underſtood it has never been imputed to magiſtrates in this country, 
the taking foreign affidavits. 1 hope it will not be imputed to 
me, if in giving my evidence, I am ſometimes obliged to give an 
opinion ; and I. hope that if I have voluntarily done it, that it»will 
not five a right to force an opinion if I do not choole it. | 

44 you bound by any duty whatſoever to intermeddle in that 
affair ? | | 

[ was not by any other duty but the duty of a many and Mr, 
Haſtings was then in ſuch a fituation, that I ſhould not have acted 
with common” humanity, if I could have given him affiſtance and 
had refuſed it. 

What was Mr. Haſtings's condition at that time ? 

[ have before ſtated to the Committee what Mr. Haſtings had 
himielf ſaid of his fituation, The Company's affairs were at that 
time to all appearance in a very ruinous condition: to retrieve the 
condition of the Company, was the profeſſed objet of Mr. Haſt- 
ings in going up the country; his principal objects were reſources 
from Benares and Oude. At Benares he had been defeated of 
his purpoſe ; a horrid maſſacre had taken place there —a revolution 
had taken place at Benares— Mr. Haſtings was Jately releaſed from 
a confinement in the garriſon at Chunar—the whole country of 


 Oude had been in arms, and part of it was ſtill ſo—he was like- 


wiſe defeated in his purpoſe of going up to Oude, having obtained 

nothing for the Company—he had incurred great reſponfibility 
from the events that had happened. — That was the ſtate Mr. Haſt- 

Ings was in, which I conceived to be that of real diftreſs. 

Whether in taking the affidavits at Lucknow, you conſidered 

yourſelf as trying a cauſe, orAolely as authenticating that evidence 

which was colleted for the uſe of the Governor-General and 

Council and ſuch other perſons as were concerned ? 

The witneſs was directed to withdraw. 

And being again called in, 

The witneſs informed the Committee that he had in his hand 
ſeveral other letters from Mr. Haſtings to him, preſſing him to come 
up to Chunar; and in one of which letters the witneſs thought 
tiat Mr, Haſtings had ſtated the conduct of the Begums, but he 
Was not ſure, 

And the ſaid letters were delivered in, and are inſerted at the 
end of this evidence. 


F Then 
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Then the witneſs was aſked, Cs | 

W hat reaſon had you to belieye that it would be agreeable to the 
Nabob of Oude to confiſcate the treaſures in the poſſeſſion of the 
Begum his mother, even though ſhe had committed acts of treaſon 
againſt his Government ? 

I had no reaſon fo to think; but if they continued in rebellion 
I ſuppoſed that he would he glad to take away their means of ſup. 


porting it. 


Had it ever been ſuggeſted to you that the Nabob had at any 


time before wiſhed to ſeize thoſe treaſures ? 


I believe I have heard ſuch a report. | 

Was it before or finee that time you heard the report 

Before. 

Were the afidavits reſpeQing the Begums taken before you with 
Jeſs care, and leſs folemnity, than is uſual in taking affidavits before 
a maziſtrate ? | 

With the ſame ſolemnity, and in the ſame manner as affidavits 
are taken before a Judge at his chambers ; perhaps with more, as 
ſometimes the judge does not ſee the perſon depoling. 


_ - Whether the Committee is to underſtand, that no depoſition was 
taken unleſs an interpreter was ſworn that ſuch depoſition had been 


explained to the witneſs ? 


Certainly—but not from any particular recolleion of the faCt of 
ſwearing the interpreter, but from a certain knowledge that I would 
not have taken the depoſitions without ſwearing the interpreter ; 
and that, whether it appears in the form of the atteſtation or not, 

Was you in Bengal in the year 1781? 

] was. | 

Was there ever a period in the affairs of the Company in which 
jt was more Jikely that ſuch powers 2s wiſhed to be rid of the 
Engliſh dominion there, couid have better effected that purpoſe ? 

With exception to the capture of Calcutta, I believe there was 
no time. 

Whether there was a general belief in the minds of the Engliſh, 
in Bengal, that there was a tendency in the powers round them, to 
ſhake off their connection with the Engliſh ! Z 

I cannot ſpeak very preciſely as to the time—whether exaQly at 
that time I do not know; but very ſoon after that, it was authen- 
tically known ; ] mean the general combination of the Nizam, the 
Marattas, Hyder Ally, &c. chops 


If the reſources had faiſed for the payment of the army, what 
would have happened ? 


I apprehend the conſequences would have been obvious—but 
that is matter of opinion, 

Whether Mr. Middleton received the intimation reſpefting the 
ſeizure of the treaſures as a new propoſition, or as one that Þe 
(Mr. Middleton) had before in his contemplation ? 
|] am not certain how Mr, Middleton received it—I underſtoor 


| 


| 
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it to be a new propoſition. Mr. Middleton did not acquaint me 

that any ſuch propofition had been before made, or whether 

he had thought of it himſelf, —But I muſt acquaint the Commictee, 

that upon communication with Mr. Middleton to. day, he could not 

recolle&t whether it came as a new propoſition, or whether he had 

thought of it before —but I have no doubt it was a new propoſition, 
And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. | 


'To report a progreſs, &, 


——_—_— 
Lad 


* Moongeer, 26ih July 1781, 
* Dear Sir Elijah, 

© | have received yours of the 20th. I have written to Mr, 
6 Wheler, and expreſſed my wiſh that either you ſ1ould be re- 
© qeſted to cauſe a tranſlation of the reguJations to be made, 
© as your credit is moſt concerned in its being propeily done 
or that Mr, Criſpe, the proper official inſtrument, be ordered 
to tranſlate them under your inſpection. ln the Jatter caſe, 
Chambers might be employed, the form of office being ob- 
ſerved; for I do not ſuppoſe that Criſpe would either be fo 
unreaſonable or ſo ungrateful as to oppole your wiſhes 1n this 
point. But the firſt expedient would be the beſt and the moſt 
regular, 


* l am ſorry that I did not make a better proviſion for this 


a: a a ia @ a. @ 


away, by employing young Anderſon in it : he is as much 
ſuperior to Chambers, as Chambers is to Baugh ; 1 mein as 
to the peculiar qualification required for ſuch, a compoſition : 
for his ſtudy and praftice of. the Perſian language have been 
chiefly confined to the law books ; and the law language in 
the Perſian and Arabic bear a very near affinity to the techni1- 
cal terms and phraſes of our own, in which I remember 
Elliott uſed to obſerve that Chambers was deficient. He may 
have improved, if he has made it his ſtudy. If you with ity 
I will emp'oy Anderſon, who has a ſalary for tranſlating books 
of the Perſhan law. I have not mentioned it to Mr. Wheler, 
nor indeed to Anderſon, becauſe I ſuppoſe that, having de- 
fired Chambers to undertake it, you may not be decently at 
liberty to transfer the buſineſs to another, 
* I am not ſorry that you leave Calcutta, for I think you 
wanted it ; and our Marian will benefit by it; though L 
ſhould have been otherwiſe glad that you could have remained 
* toaffiit Mr. Wheler with your advice. 
© I have returned Larkins the papers. I give you joy on 
© Miſs Fraſer's marriage; it was ſudden, and a ſurprize. | 
© If you leave it to me to preſcribe your route, [ recommend 
© that Patna be a part of it. I ſuppoſe you will take Moorſhe- 
* dabad, Natore (probably) Baugulpoor, and Boornea, | add 
* the laſt, becauſe you ſeem to haye determined it ; otherwiſe 
F 2 449 * I ſhould 
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work, for it ought not to be flovenly done, before I came. 
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I ſhould have thought it a good concluſion to your next cir. 
cuit, beginning with the Dacca diviſion. If you proceed t6 
Patna, we may be able to meet at Benaris, This, be aſlureq, 
would be a great ſatisfaction to me, 

* We arrived here this morning, and I have the pleaſure to ſee 
Mrs. H. moſt comfortably, and even elegantly, lodged. ] 
believe I ſhall allow myſelf two days to part with her, and 
contrive, if I can, to do it without loſs of time, by ſending 
on my boats, and following them a day's journey by Jang, 
She is ſurpriſingly well. Our journey has been, on the 
whole, very pleaſant and expeditions. We viſited Mootee. 
jerna, which I recommend to you to ſee. We made an ex- 
traordinary diſcovery, that the water of the Coſa was ſo cold 
as to condenſe the air on the glaſs which contained it, when 
it was firſt taken up. Mrs. H. joins me in compliments to 
you and Lady Impey, and love to Marian. 

« Yours, ever affeQionatelv, 


« W. HASTINGS, 


© Benaris, 3d Oct. 1781, 

* My dear Sir Elijah, F-. 
© 1] have received yours of the 24th September, and was much 
pleaſed with its contents. I wrote to you and to Mrs. Haſtings 
two days ago, and mentioned my delire to ſee you both here 
when you might come without a poſlibility of danger. [ 
think you might now return to Patna, and by that time the 
road may be open for you for the reft of the way. Iwill | 
defire Colgne] Ahmuty to give you a ftrong eſcort to Buxar, 
where you ſhall be met by a ftronger which I will ſend you, 
and I will myſelf go part of the way to receive you, for | | 
cannot expreſs how much I wiſh to ſee you, Every day 
muſt now open my future proſpeQs z of which the principal 
points in my expeQation are the conqueſt of Bidgeygur, and 
the concluſion of a peace with Mahdajee Sindia. If thele are 
accompliſhed, I have nothing left to give me uneaſinels, 
Bidjeigur is very ftrong, and of an exceflive height, Þut it 
is full of women, and neither the garriſon nor the chief have 
a very ſtrong inducement to hazard much in their defence. 
In the mean time Cheyt Sing has publiſhed, that he has 2 | 
promiſe from vSindia of ten thouſand horſe to be ſent to his 
affiſtance ; I much doubt it, and even the ability of Sindia 
to perform ſuch a promiſe. A few days will determine what 
we are to expect from him, as the terms of a treaty have bel 
agreed on with him, which wait only for my ſanRtion, and 
that has been long fince ſent to. Muir, who negociated the 
treaty. | 

c ] few you wil] preſent my compliments to Lady Impey) 
and aſſure her of my moſt afteQionate remembrance. _ 


"© Ws. 3 
« happy to read ſo pleaſing an account of your children, and 
« eſpecially of my little fayourite, 


© Yours moſt affeQionately, ry 
c WARREN HASTINGS.” 


© ] have heard that they have been much alarmed in Calcut- 
« ta. I am ſorry for it. My letters have all been encouraging, 
© and I have been careful not to drop an intimation that T want- 
© &d any aſſiſtance from below, In this quarter it- has been 
« afforded me with a ſpirit that fills me with enthufſtaſm when- 
© ever I refleft upon it. I muſt quote an expreſſion which I have 
« juſt read in a letter from Bidjeygur, ++ Chunar bears the ſame 
© proportion to Bidjeygur that a hog does to an elephant.” 
© Coutoo afſured me that Bidjeygur was two coſe high, and 
© when I told him that the height of Chunar was but 109 
© cubits, then, ſaid he, it is but 200 cubits. 


| Benaris, 6 Ot. 1781. 
© Dear Sir Eljjah, 
© T have received yours, written, but not dated, on the 1ſt. TI 
© believe that the letters which I have written fince the 20th, and 
© eſpecially the copy of my public letter to Mr, Wheler, will 
© have anſwered all your queries. I have not heard from Mid- 
« dleton ſince he parted from me ; but I have no doubt of the 
* Nabob's return quicting all the troubles at Fyzabad, and in 
« the diſtricts adjoining 3; if it ſhould not, the Nabob will have 
© the affiſtance of a regiment of Sepoys from Futtehgur, and 
© may have Colonel Morgan's whole remaining force, for 
* which orders have been ſent, I only fear for Hannay in the 
* mean time, as he had, by the Jaſt account, only two com- 
© panies of Sepoys with him ; I am as little apprehenſive for the 
© iſſue of the irruption of Futteh Saw, HR 
« Popham is ſtill before Bidjeygur. He has poſſeſſion of a 
* hill, diſtant from it no more than 450 yards, and of equal 
* height. I hope they will not oblige him to uſe his ſhells for 
© the ſake of the poor women ; and I ſtill think that it will not 
© be defended, Cheyt Sing is gone to Birdee, the boundary of 
* this Zemindary towards Rowe: and lying on the Soan—Ma- 
* jor James Crawford is gone in purſuit of him. 
© I wait in expeQation of hearing that the treaty with Sindia 
© 1s concluded in leſs than another week, as nothing was want- 
© ing for it but my credentials, which Colonel Muir had re- 
© ceived, and had adviſed him of it, | I. 
© I now beg, my dear Sir Elijah, that you wilt immediately 
© ſet off for this place, if you have not already done it. I will 
* write to Colonel Ahmuty to eſcort you to the Currumnaſſa, 
© and there you ſhall be met by a ſtrong detachment from 
* hence, I will alſo write to Colonel Blair, to prepare addi- 
| * tional 
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© tional accommodations for you at Chunar, for you will tot 


* chuſe to remain here. You will be much pleaſed with Chunzr, 
© and I ſhal) have a pleaſure in introducing you to the acquaint. 


© ance of Colonel Blair, whom I never knew before ; and have 


£ found him not only one of the moſt hoſpitable men, but of the 
© beſt and moſt benevolent hearts. | 


© If you can get tents (and if you cannot I can ſend you ſome) 


; 


© I would adviſe you to make your journey from the Currumnaffa 
© byland. 


© I like not the coaſt news, but it tells well in the Perſian 
© news-Papers. | 
© Idelire you will preſent my compliments to Lady Impey, 
* Yours moſt affeQionately, : 


WARREN HASTINGS. 


© Benaris, 7th OR. 1781, 
© Dear Sir Elijah, | 

© I have written to Lieutenant Colonel] Ahmuty to afford you 
© aneſcort to Buxar—I would adviſe you to come ſo far by water, 
© and the reſt of the way by land, crofling from Buxar to the 
© other fide. The following are the ftages at nearly equal dif. 


© tances: 


* Mahmudabad —=Gazipoor—Pahrpoor—Seyedpoor—Chund- 
© rowty —Benaris. 
©, This ſide of the river is preferable to the other, becauſe the 
© country through which your road lies is open and civilized, 
« On the other it is ſhorter, but jungully and unſafe. 

© I will take care that you ſhall find a little army ready on the 
© bank oppoſite to Buxar, to'attend and protect you the remain- 


| © der of your way—and I will ſend you three good tents —more, 


£ if you want, them, | = 
© I will advance as far as I may, without giving alarm, to 
E meet you. Let me know exactly on what day you leave 
« Patna, and when you ſhall expect to be at Buxar, that 1 may 
< provide accordingly. | | 
_ © I beg you will preſent my compliments to Lady Impey. 
_ © Your's molt aftetionately, 
* WARREN HASTINGS. 


« Benares, 8th October, 1581+ 
« 31 years ſince [ firſt 
« My dear Sir Elijah, © Janded at Calcutta, 
© ] have, received yours of (as I conclude) the 3d, and am 
© happy that mine of the 28th ultimo arrived, as it appears to 


© have done, at the ſame time with my former letters, in which 


6 I too earneſtly recommended your retreat from Baugulpoor- 
« I knew that you would not run any pofſible riſk, where you 


* were aware of it z but as I knew that many of the Zemipdars 
| 0 
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( 47 ) 
of the South diviſion of Bahar were both diſaffeted and openly 
correſponded with Cheyt Sing, I feared a ſurprize on that fide, 
while you were looking towards Patna; and the ſituation of 
Baugulpoor diſpleaſed me, becauſe it was too' far from the 
river for flight on a, ſudden emergency ; but it matters not now, 
I have-written two letters to you to deſire you to ſet off for 
Benaris3. and I gave you a march route laſt night, which 
] will make more correc. Upon recollection, 1 think, that 
if Lady Impey feels no objeCtion to the fatigue of travelling ſa 


long a ves "5p you w1ll do beſt to begin it on this fide 
of the | har I thall be able to ſend tents thither in time z 


; 1 am now preparing them. I have written to Colonel Ahmut 


to furniſh you with an efcart to Buxar, and encloſe a duplicate 
of the order, _ : | | 
+ Let me know your diſpoſition, where you quit your boate, 


and begin the journey by land ; who are of your party ; and 


what will be your wants, beſides thoſe of camp equipage, and 
carriage, and guards, which I ſhall provide. 

« | will furniſh you with a horſe, 

« My reaſon for recommending an early commencement of the 
journey by land is, that you may be proteQed by your eſcort, 


* which cannot attend you in boats, nor accompany you along 
TY 


by 


the ſhore in all its windings and interruptions. 
* | ſhall go as far as Seidpoor, If I was not tied down by po« 


6 litical but indiſpenſible cautions, I would meet you at Buxar. 


« Adieu, my dear friend. Compliments and beſt wiſhes to 


« Ladyl. ] am out of patience to fee you, I was eaſy when I 
© had no thought of it ; but now that I expect you [I ſhall be un» 


* happy till you come. 


« Your's, ever affeQtionately, 


* WARREN HASTINGS. 
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| 6 being propoſed, That Sir Elijah Impey ſhould be now called 


MINUTES, @c. 


Martis, 202 die Februarij 1787. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the Articles 


of Charge of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors, 
prevenger to the Houſe againſt Warren Haſtings, 
_ Eſquire, late Governor General of Bengal. 


in and examined, 
Reſolved, | p of | = 
. That Sir Elijah Impey be now called in, and that the Chairman 
do, acquaint him, that it is poſfible a criminal inquiry may be 1n- 
ſtituted againſt him, for his extra-official conduct, and other tran(- 


_ actions, during his reſidence in India;—and that the circumſtances 


upon which he is to be examined, may probably be connected with 
the ſubject of ſuch an inquiry. + 4 

Sir Elijah Impey was called in, and acquaini.! by we Chairman 
with the ſaid reſolution :—to which Sir Elijah lmpey ſaid, 

Sir, ] thank you for your information ;—but as | am conſcious 
of no guilt, and have nothing in my conduc which I wiſh to 
ſecrete, it will not have the leaſt influence upon me, to prevent 
my giving the fulleſt information to the Committee upon the ſubject 
which 1s before them. 

The witneſs was then aſked, . 


Do you know a perſon called Suckut Ullah Cawn ; and upon 


what occalion did you firſt become acquainted with him ? 


I do not know that I ever knew a perſon of that name,—but if 
have any deſcription of his employment poſſibly I may know him. 

He was Vackeel or otherwiſe employed under the Nabob of Far- 
ruckabad, | 

A Vackeel of the Nabob of Farruckabad I did know—but Þts 
name | do not know,---bur I poſhbly might know his name for- 
merly,---1 do not now reco!lect it, 


Upon what occaton did you krow him, and when, and wy 
c 


( 49 ) ! 


The occaſion of my knowing him I can ſpeak to, and where--+ 
but when I do not recolleCt accurately.--- The occalion was, he was 
-ntroduced to me by Mr. Robert Bathurſt, at Calcutta, who repre- 
ſented to me that his principal, the Nabob of Farruckabad, was 
under great oppreſſion from the Viz er's having taken poſleſſion of 
the revenue of his country, and he deſired me to introduce the 
Vackeel to Mr, Haſtings to tell his ſtory,---This I did ; and, as I 
well remember, in the public audience room of the Governor Gene- 
12]—That was the occaſion of my knowing him. 

Do you remember what was done in conſequence of that intro- 
duftion ? 7% 

[ do not know that any thing was done in conſequence of that 
repreſentation, any more than that the Governor General received 
the Vackeel---I then interfered no more in the bulinels. 

Did this happen before the ſending up an Engliſh Reſident, or 
after ! POE | 
'I'do not know when the Engliſh Refident was ſent up. 

Was it before Mr. Haſtings went to Benares ? | 

It was before Mr. Haſtings went to Benares, and I believe a 
long while before. 

Did you ſee that Vackeel at Benares or Chunar ? 

I do not recolle---I poſſibly might,---but I cannot tel} whether 
] 6id or not, | | 

Did not Mr. Middleton make a remonſtrance, ſoon after the 
treaty of Chunar, about ſending this man to eſtabliſh and proclaim 
the independency of his maſter in the territory of Farruckabad ? 

When I was at Lucknow Mr, Middleton did make ſuch remon=- 
ficance; and at the ſame time added, that the Nabub of Farrucka- 
had was indebted | think to the amount of nine lack of rupees to the 
Vizier, which he ſaid would be loſt to the Vizier if that meaſure 
was carricd into execution. This he deſired me.to repreſent to Mr, 
Haltings.---1 did---and Mr. Haſtings ſaid that he would take care 
that that money ſhould bez ſecured to the Vizier---of which I in- 
tormed Mr. Middleton. 

What ſteps did Mr, Haſtings take in conſequence of that repre- 
ſentation from Mr, Middleton ? | | | 

I do not know what he did. | 

Whether the Vizier had not aQually ſent Almas Ali Cawn, or 
ſome other ſequeſt:ator, into the country, between the ſigning of 
the treaty of Chunar, and the declaring the independence of the 
Nabob of Farruckabad ? 

I have heard Almas Ali Cawn was ſent---but I know nothing of 
the fa&t,-. -nor do | know whether it was between the ſizning of the 
treaty of Chunar, and ſuch a declaration, if ſuch declaration of the 
independence of the Nabob was made. 

Have you not produced a letter to this Committee, from Mr. 
Middleton to you, in which are theſe words; © Suckut Ullah 
 Cawn, inltead of coming to me, has proceeded {iraic to Far» 

I 6 ruCxabad, 


( 


( 59 ) 


& ruckabad, where he has proclaimed his own commiſſian, and 
« his mafter' s independency, in terms not very reſpectful to thy 
« Vizier ?” 

I beg leave to refer to the letters I have produced ; for I do nat 
remember accurately their contents. 

Whether the Vizier did not, beſides the obje&t of the debts, con. 
ſider the removal of his people as an infringement of an article jn 
the treaty of Chunar ? 

1 never had any converſation with the Vizier on the ſubject, any 
know nothing how he confidered tt. 

_ Did not Mr. Haſtings infiit on the Nabob Vizier recalling Almas 
Ali Cawn from that country ? 

As well as I recolle&, I think he did. 

Upon what principle did he juſtify that mandate ? 

I have not at this time any recollefion whether I have heard him 
Juſtify it or not: —If he did, and I knew it, his reaſons are mot 
probably contained in the letter 1 wrote to Mr, Middleton on that 
ſubje&, and now before the Committee. 

Are you ſure then, that any reaſon is aſſigned in your letter for 
Mr. Haftings's perſeverin& in thoſe orders ? 

I am by no means ſure, 

Whether you was not employed to ſolicit this bulineſs on the 
part of the Nabob, or of Mr. Middleton ? 

Mr. Middleton defired me to make this repreſentation—that repre- 
ſentation Imade--that was the whole of my employment or ſoliciting. 

Did not you ia your letter ſay that you did all you could in ti: 
buſineſs ? 


I poffibly did —and I have told the Committee all I could do, 


Whether you never heard Mr, Haſtings ng any reaſon for this | 


peremptory reſolution ? 

| 1 do not recollect any further reaſon than his conſidering it a 
done in contravention « * his orders. 

When did he give thoſe orders ? 


Whether he gave orders or not I cannot tell —but1 underſtood he | 


conlidered it as contrary to ſome orders he had given, 
To whom did he give thoſe orders ? 
1 have before ſaid, I did not know he had oiven any orders at all, 
Did nor you declare, in a1etter to Mr. Middleton, that you con- 


figered yourſelf, as well as Mr. Middleton, to be pledged for tho 


performance of the agreement between Mr. Haſtings and the V izier 

I, having related to Mr. Haſtings the aſſurances Mr. Middleton! 
had given, that. the treaty of Chunar ſhould be carried into exe- 
cution, and having added, that I was ſure Mr. Migedleton was 
fincere 1 in thoſe aflurances, believe I wrote ſomething to that effect. 


Did not you write that you conſidered yourſelf as pledged to the 
execution of the treaty of Chunar ? 


My letter is on the table of the Committee : —] nave ſaid I wrote | 


Ms Conf | 


to that effect—the words I do not remember. 
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Conſidering yourſelf as pledged to the execution of the treaty of 
Chunar, why did you never aſk Mr. Haſtings his reaſons for 
ating in a point relating to a principal branch of that treaty ? 

Mr. Haſtings was yery anxiovs that the treaty of Chunar ſhould 
be carried*into execution—he ſaid, he thought his whole credit and 
reputation, depended upon it. 1 was deſired to preſs Mr, Middleton 
to get that whole treaty carried into execution. —] never converſed, 
either with the Governor or Mr, Middleton, on the treity, article 
by article, but' only prefled Mr, Mi6dleton thet the whole of it 
mizht be executed. - oe X 4 | 

Is there any thing in the treaty of Chunar which enabled Mr, 
Hang to order the recall of the Nabub's officer from Farruck- 
abad ! red Fe | 

And the queſtion being objeQed to; 
'T he witneſs was directed to withdraw, 
And being again called in; 
He was aſked, ” 

Did Mr. Haſtings aflign any reaſon, grounded by him on the 
treaty of Chunar, to juſtify the order he had given for the recall of 
the Vizier's officer from Farruckabad ? 

Not as [ recoll2&. | : | 

Did not Mr. Haſtings give an order for the releaſe from impriſon- 
ment of a perſon called Ilmael Beg, whom the Vizier had ordered 
to be-Coniged 7. EG: | 

And the queſtion being objected to; 
The witneſs wzs direttecd to withdraw. 
And being again calied in; 

T he queſtion was repeated. 


Whether the Vizier had ordeted him to be confined, I do not 
know—but Mr. Haſtings gave directions for the releaſe of a perſon 
called Iſmael Beg —I ſhould imagine he did not think him impri- 
ſoned by the Vizier ;—for the reafon he gave for ordering liſmael 
Beg to be releaſed was this—that he underſtood Iſmael Beg was 
coming, to him to make ſome remonſtrances, and that he had been 


impriſoned at Lucknow, to prevent his coming for that purpoſe. 
Impriſoned by whom, and by whoſe authority? i 


= > 
£ . 


I underſtood under the authority of the Nabob, made uſe of, Il 


believe, by Hyder Beg. 


Was it common for Hyder Beg to make uſe of*the Nabob's au- 


thority without his conſent ? 

' And the queſtion being objected to; 
The witneſs was directed to withdraw, 
And being again called in ; 5 

The queſtian was repeated. 
I know nathing of Hyder Beg's conduQ. 


* 


_ 
- —O—— a 
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Did ' not Mr. Middleton repreſent to Mr. Haſtings, through you, 
that he muſt conſider the execution of thoſe orders relating to 
lſmacl Beg to have an effe&t that would tend to render the Nabob 
leſs reſpeCted in the eyes of his people ? oe 
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- | do not recolleR, but I rather think he did. | | 

| Did not Mr. Middleton repreſent Iſmael Beg as a villain that had 
obtained a triumph over him, and that it had given a ſevere ſtab tg 
the influence and authority of his ſtation ? 

] recolle&, upon the queſtion being put in this manner, ſuch ex- 
preffions were uſed in ſome letters of Mr. Middleton. 

You being employed to make repreſentations to that effeR, 
what reaſon did Mr. Hftings give for perſevering in his reſolution 
to free a perſon, ſo deſcribed by the Reſident, from an impriſon- 
ment inflicted by the ordinary authority of the country ? 

I am extremely deſirous of giving every information to the Com- 
mittee in my power; but as it has been intimated to' me by the 
Chairman of the Committee, that there is an intention of prefer- 
ring a Criminal accuſation againſt me, and that the matters which 
are involved in the preſent inquiry may be part of that accuſation, [ 
do not know how far the force of the word employed may in the ſenſe 
_ of the Committee involve me. I have no objection to explain how 
employed, but wiſh the generality of the word not to be carried far- 
ther than the truth of the caſe. To the fact I am ready to anſwer.— 
I have the ſame objction to make to the frequent repetitions of the 


word /olicit, becauſe I do not mean to admit myſelf before this. 


houſe to be a ſolicitor or common agent in this buſineſs, — The rea- 
ſon, as well as I can recolleQ at this diſtance of time, that Mr, 
Haſtings affigned for .interfering in the releaſe of Iſmael Beg, was 
what I have before elated, and, if the Committee defire it, will 
relate again — That he underſtood that Iſmael] Beg was. coming 
from Lucknow to him to prefer complaints, and that his impriſon- 
ment was merely for the purpoſe of preventing his preferring thoſe 
complaints. This I think I ftated in my letter; and I think 1 
added, that whether that fact was true or not, Mr. Haſtings was fo 
well convinced of it, that ir operated on his mind as if it was true. 
T know no other reaſon for Mr. Haſtings's interfering. 


Did the Nabob, or Mr. Middleton, admit the truth of this alle- 


cation of Mr, Haſtings ? 


Whether the Nabob knew of it 1 cannot tell—Mr. Middleton 


certainly did not 2dmit it. 
Did not Mr. Middleton ſtate, that this man's conduct to the Na- 
bob had been infamous ? | 
'I believe he did. IR, 
Did he not offer to get the particulars verified upon oath? _ 
I rather believe that he did—all I know of it is from Mr, Mid- 
dleton's letters, which are before the Houſe,  _ | 
"Whether Mr. Middleton'did not inform you that the Nabob 


would probably write to Mr. Hattings himſelf, before he finally 


complied-with his, Mr. Haſtings's injunCtions ? 'S 
If, he did, it was. by letters which are before the Houſe, and to 


_ * which I deſire to refer —1 am very much afraid, not having perfe&t 
_ recollection of the letters, of ſaying any thing contradiCory to them. | 


'Then 


53 ) 


Then the witneſs was directed to withdraw; 
And being again called in 
The witneſs was aſked, 

Did you repreſent to Mr. Haſtings the matters which were con- 
tained in thoſe letters ? | 

I take it for granted I did. 

What did Mr, Haſtings do in conſequence of that repreſentation 
relative to Iſmael Beg ? 

Mr. Haſtings frequently prefſed for the releaſe of Iſmael Beg.— 
W hat further was done I do not recolie&t— if any thing. further was 
done without my knowledge, it will appear on the face of the 
letters, to Which I beg leave to refer. 

Is there any anſwer amongſt the letters from you to Mr. Middle- 
ton's laſt repreſentations ? 

I beg to refer to the letters, 

Was any thing done in conſequences of that repreſentation ? 

I do not know. 

Was Iſmael Beg releaſed ? 

I really do not recolle& whether he was or was not—T have not 
even at preſent an opinion on that ſubject. —l ſhould rather think 
Mr. Haſtings's authority was yielded to on that occalion ; but I do 
not know. 

When was Mr. Shee appointed Reſident at F: arruckabad ? 

I know he was appointed Reſident, but when I do not recollect— 
It was before the treaty of Chunar. 

Was you at Calcutta when Mr. Shee's appointment took place ? 

] dare ſay I was, butT do not recolle&t—as I was chiefly reſident 
at Calcutta, 1 dare ſay I was. 

Did you ever converſe with Mr. Haſtings on that ſubjeRt 3 #: 

To the beſt of my recollection 1 never did, 

Do you know whether, antecedent to ſuch appointmen t, Mr. 
Haſtings had, or had not exprefled a difinclination to interfere in 
the nomination of a Reſident at Farruckabad ? 

{ do not recollect having had any converſation, or hearing any 
ting upon the ſubje, 

Bo you know what was the immediate reaſon of naming Mr, 

Shee to that appointment ? 

Of my own knowledge I cannot ſay z and what I have heard I 
would rather wiſh, if the queſtion 1s, not preſſed, inot to anſwer, as it 
may be a reflection upon a gentleman, upon whom, ſtanding as I 
do, he would be the laſt man-I would throw a reflection. 

And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Eſq. called in and examined, 


Do you know whether, ſoon after the treaty of Chunar had 
palſed, the Vizier did not name Almas Ali Cawn, or ſame Seza- 
waul, to Farruckabad ? 

He did, 


How 
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How ſon after? 

T think in about three weeks after, to the beſt of my recolledtion, 

Did the Vizier conſider himſelf as- entitled to do ſo under the 
treaty of Chunar ? 

I have no doubt but he aid. 

Did not Mr. Haſtings direct that the Sppiiipaail ſhould en Tes 
called? © 

Yer-he did. 

— How ſoon after the appointment? | 

"1 do not recolle& exattly the time, but very ſoon after the ap- 
gointment: was made, 

Did not the Vizier conſider this recall as an infringement of the 
treaty of Chunar? 

I do not know whether he did or not; but he remonſtrated 
againlt it, becauſe he conceived i it would be giving up the means of 
colleQing his tribute.” 

Did he not conſider the manner ot doing i It as A oreat indignity 
to himſelf, and as a matter forced upon him ?. 

He certainly complained violently againft it;3'and it was much 

inſt his inclinatfon that the Sezawau] was withdrawn. 

'- What motives were affigned by Mr. Haſtings for withdrawing 
be Vizier's Sezawaul ? 0 

To leave the Nabob Muzzuffer Jung to pay bis tribute through nl 
his own officers. 

What anſwer did Mr, Haſtings make to the frequent repreſen- 
tations that you made to him on that fubjea? 
 T do'not recoliet any particular anſwer he made, but rhat thc 
tribute would be paid rough the Nabob Muzzuffer Jung! S Own 
officers, -— W: 

Did not Mr. Haſtings render himſelf reſponſible that that tribute kr 
ſhould' be'paid? 

As far as affurances wovld do it, he did, | ag 

Whether Mr. Haſtings did not appoint a perſon of that' country, Fa 
called :Suckut Ullah Cawn; or fome ſuch name, to the management | 
of the Nabob Muzzutfer Jung*s affairs ? on 

1 do not know that Mr. Haſtings appointed him, but I have 2 MW th; 
recolleRion he informed me that that perſon was to come to Luck- 
now for'the purpoſe of ſettling the Vizier's tribute, —It either came 
to me from Mr. Haſtings immediately, or from him through dir as 
Elijah Impey. 
Did Suckat Ullah Cawn come to Licknow, agreeable to the in- 
formation -you received ? 
He did not. | 
When you, in your letter to Sir Elijah Impey, mention thit 
'Suckurt Ullah Cawn proclaimed his own commiſhon on his going 
from Mr. Haſtings to Farruckabad, what commiſſion did you mean 


_ His commiſhoen of Superintendant-of Naib or Minifter to tit 
Nabob Muzzufter Jung. 


From 


(/ $$-) 

From whom did he receive that commiſſion ? 

| do not know— nor do I know he had ſuch a commiſſion at all. 

Did he not proclaim that he had ſuch a commiſſion? _ | 

He certainly did according to the accounts | received from 
Furruckabad. 

If he had ſuch a commiſſion, do not you think that he meant to 
have it underſtood that he had it from Mr, Haſtings ! 

| think he meant to have it underſtood that he had it from Mr. 
Haſtings. 

How long did Suckut Ullah Cawn continue in poſſeſſion. of 
the Naibut before the return of the Sezawaul on the part of the 
Vizier? | 

I think till the month of July, 1782, or thereabouts, 

Ey whoſe authority was he then removed ? | 

By a letter from the Governor General and Council, which di- 
rected that cffetual aſhſtance ſhould be given to the Vizier for the 
recovery of his claims on Farruckabad, 

How long did that Sezawaul continue in poſſeſſion ? 

I cannot ſay—he was appointed when I was abſent from Luck- 
now, and he ITemained in that office when 1 was recalled from 
Lucknow, | 

Was there any complaint on the part of Muzzuffer Jung, or any 
of his relations, of oppreffions exerciſed in the country, or indig- 
pities oftered to their family by the Vizier's Sezawaul ? 

I cannot ſay I recolle any. 

Did you ever hear of any ſuch complaints being made ? 

I think I have heard that complaints were mace to Mr. Haſtings. 

What did Mr, Haſtings do in conſequence of thoſe complaints ? 

It is probable, in conſequence of thoſe complaints, the Seza- 
waul was ordered to be recalled—but I ſpeak without any politive 
knowledge of the fact. - 

Do you know of any, and what, complaints which were made 
againſt Mr, Shee, the company's reſident, wh:lft he continued at 
Farruckabad ? 

i cannot ſay that I myſelf know of any—I have heard it, but 
only from mere” reports, which I think it unneceſlary to trouble 
the Committee with. | | 

Do you think Mr. Baſtings heard of thoſe reports ? F- 

] apprehend Mr, Hatlings muſt have heard of thoſe complaints, 
as the Nabob Muzzuficr Jung had a Vakeel at Calcutta with him. 

Wete any complaints made by the Nabob Muzzufter June 
againſt Mr. Shee, which were tranſmitted to the Vizier, and by 
him communicated to you ? 

1 do not recolle& that any were communicated to me. 

Do you know any other channel by which the Vizier commu- 
n:cated any ſuch complaints to Mr. Haſtings ? 

| do net know that he did by any other channel, but he had aVa- 
keel at Calcutta through whom he might have communicated them, 
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Do you know that in fa&t any ſuch complaints were commu, 
nicated ? 

I do not, of my own knowledge, know that there were, 

Do you know it by any other, and what information ? 

To the beſt of my recolle&tion I have heard that complaints were 
made ; but I cannot recolleQ the particular inſtances, nor through 
what channel. 

Are you fure it was not from Mr. Haſtings's printed obſerva. 
tions on the treaty at Chunar, in ſome publication ? 

It is impoſſible to ſay through what channel they were made— 
in ſhort, [| have no knowledge of any complaints being made. 

Did Mr. Haſtings eyer inftruct you, either by letter or verbal 
direction, ' either at Chunar or elſewhere, to fet on foot an enquiry 
into the truth or falſehood of thoſe rumoured charges ? ? 

He certainly did not. 

Have you in your poſſeſſion any correſpondence relative to the 
affairs of Farruckabad ? 

1 do not know that I have. 

You will de pleaſed to anſwer that queſtion direAly. 

I have ſome copies of letters, but whether they reſpec Farruck- 
abad or no I cannot ſay. 

You will ſay upon what account Iſmael Beg was impriſoned at 
Lucknow? 

As I underſtood it—for a balance of his reyenues. 

Was it by the Vizier's authority that he was confined ? 

Certainly. 

And with his knowledge and approbation ? 

Certainl]y. 


Had he behaved himſelf dutiful! ly and reſpeAfully to the Nabob 
Vizier * 


I never heard any complaints againſt him for a contrary « con- 
duct to the Nabob, as I,recollet, 

Was Iſmael Beg” s conduR i in any reſpe diſrefpeAful or inſult- 
ing to the Nabob, or do you mean that Mr. Haſtings's order to 
free him from impriſonment was diſreſpectful or inſulting to the 
Nabob and his Miniſters ? ; 

I do not know of any Inftance of his inſulting condu®t to the Na- 
bob before the occaſion for which he was put into confinement, 

Was it ſo afterwards ? 

My informations were chiefly fron the Nabob himſelf, and I 
think I tranſmitted the Nabob's letters on that ſubject to, Mr. Haſ- 
tings ; and | hope the Committee will permit me to refer to thol? 
letters, as I really cannot charge my memory with circumſtances 
_ of fo long a date. 


Did the Nabob Vizier, in faQ, himſelf complain to you of 
ſuch inſoience of Iſmael Beg 


To the bett of my recollection he Aid, as alſo. his Miniſter upon 
that occatiun, | 
Did 
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Did you think Iſmael Beg a man of good or evil charaRer, fit to 
he truſted or not ? 

I certainly thought him very truſt-worthy, and was myſelf in 
ſome meaſure inſtrumental in recommending him to the faim of 
[]lahabad. 

Did you always perſevere in that opinion ? 

] believe I diJ, till he failed in his ergagements with the Vizier. 

Did you think him blameable in that reſpect ? 

I certainly did. 

Was his condu to you or Mr. Haſtings improper ? 

I certainly thought fo. 

Did he endeavour to depreciate Mr, Haſtings s character ? 

I underſtood he did. 

In what manner? 

I do not know that he endeavoured to depreciate his character, 
but he pfdpagated reports of his being ſuperſeded in the Govern- 
ment, and endeavoured to prejudice his influence at the Vizier's 
Court, 

What reaſons did Mr. Haſtings afſign for ordering him to be 
freed from his confinement ? 

I cannot ſay | recolle& the particular reaſons he aſſigned. 

Did he affign any reaſon againſt the fairneſs of the accounts, for 
not anſwering which he was confined ? 

I do not recolled&t that he did. 

Did Mr. Haſtings produce any ſpecial circumſtances which in- 
duced him to inſiſt upon his being diſcharged ? 

I do not recollect that he did, 

Did he not affign as one reaſon, that he was impriſoned to pre» 
vent his making petitions or remonftrances to him ? 

It is poſhble he might, but I do not recollect that he did, 

Woas that the cauſe of his impriſonment ? 

] conceive not. 

Did Mr. Haſtings take any meaſures, to your rwlales ta 
verify whether that was the caule or not? 

Not to my knowledge. 

Did Mr. Haſtings take any meaſure to ſecure the payment of 
Iſmael Beg's balance before he was releaſed. 

I do not know that he did; but I think he mentioned that the 
account was to be fairly ſettled before he was relealed, 

Was that done ? 

The account was ſettled, but [ believe the balance was not paid, 

Was the balance Pn” HATES ? 

I do not recolle&t what the ſum was; but I think it was between 
one and two Jacks of rupees. 

Was he not again appointed to thoſe collections ? 

I believe not, during my rehidenc? at Lucknow. 

Was he wades 

I think he was afterwards, but l really : am not certain, 
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Had he not made you ſome oyertures relative to your intereſt 
before he had been ſix hours in confinement ? 
_ To the beſt of my recolleQion he did, 

What were they ? | 

They were general :-—he gave me to underſtand he would make 
it worth my while to eſpouſe his cauſe againſt the Naboub, 


W ru 
Did you reject that offer ? W tcd 

I paid no or of attention to It. | _s 
Do you know of any reaſon better than that of a pecuniary in- | . 
tereſt, that could have induced any perſon to order his releaſe from WM try 
a confinement inflicted by the lawful authority of the country ? W tz! 


I do not know any reaſon for it, unleſs 1t might have been ſup. 
poſed he had been unjuſtly confined. | | 
Do you know any reaſon for it, except ſuch as above, which up 
could be afligned by any perſon in juſtification of his releaſe, other 
than upon an enquiry whether the conhnement was juſt or unjuſt? 


I cannot ſay I know any other. | YM vc 
Was not Mr. Haſtings very peremptory from the beginning, in y 
ordering Iſmael Beg to be releaſed ? 5. co 


To the beſt of my recolleQtion he was, 


Was Suckut Ullah Cawn, the Vakeel of Muzzuffer Jung, Re- 
ſident at Calcutta with Mr, Haſtings ? 


I underſtood he was. | bn. mi 
Do'you know whether it was the cuſtom of Mr. Haſtings to allot 
ſo many hours, in almoſt every day, to converſe with the V akeels ba 


reſident in Calcutta, and to receive their repreſentations ? 

I underſtand it was his cuſtom. | | 

Do you know whether Mr. Haſtings ſpeaks the Moor language 
well (which is the common language for converſation). 

I always underſtood that he did —as well as Europeans do in 


TC! 


ceneral. ' 5+ eat 
Do you know whether Mr. Haſtings underſtands the Perſian 


language ſufficiently to read a Perfian letter himſelf, and to under- 
Mand:it perfe&tly as read by a Monſhee ? 


\ 


( 
cc 
6 


[ have always underſtood that Mr. Haſtings underſtood the Per- 
ſian language perfeftly well, and of courſe that he could read and 
underſtand a Perfian' letter. | 

Had the Nabob Vizier a Vakeel at Calcutta, and what was bis + 
name ? | WE hog | f 

He had a Vakeel at Calcutta—his name was Rajah Govind Ram- "6 

Do you know that Mr. Haſtings permitted the Vakeels to attend 
him on bulineſs at all times, at his Garden Houſe, as well as at 
the Government Houſe, in Calcutra ? 

I do not know it was his cuſtom to receive Vakeels promiſcu- tt 
oully at his country houſe, bur I bave often ſeen the Vizier's Vakcel ti 
and others there, | | 

Do you conceive that repreſentations might have bzen made by \ 

| | | the | 
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the Nabob Vizier and Muzzuffer Jung, through their Vakeels, 
without any communication with the Reſident at Lucknow? 

Certainly I conceive there might. 

While you was Reſident at Lucknow, and Mr. Shee at Far- 
ruckabad, was the tribute from Muzzuffer Jung regularly remit- 
ted to Lucknow ? 

' 1 do not recollet—T believe it was never fully paid up, 

While Muzzuffer Jung had the intire management of his coun- 
try, from December 1781 to July 1782, did he make any remit= 
tance of his tribute to Lucknow ?! 

None at all. 

Before Mr, Shee's appointment, was the tribute regularly paid 
up and remitted ? 

] believe it was not. 


- 


Was it®better paid during Mr. Shee's continuance in mee, or. 


worſe than in the periods preceding it? 


1 btlieve much the ſame; but 1 ſpeak from a very imperſet re- 


collection. 


Then your anſwer is not from any certainty ? 
No. 


Upon what grounds do you make this laft aſtertion, that the re- 


mittances in Mr. Shee's time were much the ſame as before ? 

I ſpeak from recollection merely—I think there were always 
balances on the tribute from Farruckabad. 

Were thoſe balances leſs after the removal of Mr. Shee ? 

[ think there was very little, if any thing, collected after the 
removal of Mr. Shee. 

The two following queſtions which had been before put to 
. the witneſs, and his anſwers, were again read : 
© Do you know of any reaſon better than that of a pecuniary 
« intereſt, that could have induced any perſon to order his releaſe 
« from a confinement inflicted by the lawful authority of the 
* country ? 

« ] do not know any reaſon for it, unleſs it might have been 
* ſuppoſed he had been unjuſtly confined. 

* Do you know iny reaſon for it, except ſuch as above, which 
« could be affiened by any perſon in juſtification of his releaſe, 
« other than upon an enquiry whether the confinement was jult or 
* unjuſt ? 

« i cannot ſay I know any other.” 

And then the witneſs was aſked, 

Do you mean to imply, by your anſwers to thoſe queſtions, 
that Mr, Haſtings was influenced by his private intereit to order 
the releaſe of Iſmael Beg ? 

Moft certainly I do not. 


Are you not fully perſuaded that Mr, Haſtinss was not influenced 
by any ſuch motives ? 
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As far as I am acquainted with any circumſtances, I am per. 
| fuaded he was not. 
Did Mr. Haſtings order any inquiry to be inſtituted, whether 
Iſmael Beg was juſtly or unjuſtly impriſoned ? | 
I do not know that he did, further than ordering the account of | 
his balances to be taken. 
Did not you inform Mr. Haſtings, through Sir Elijah Impey, } 
that Iimae] Beg had been tampering with you by ſome pecuniary | 
offers for his releaſe ? | 
[ did write to Sir Elijah Impey on the ſubjeR, to the beſt of my | 
recollection, to the purport of one of my letters before the Com. 
mittee, delivered in by Sir Elijah Impey ; but whether he commu. | 
nicated it to Mr, Haſtings, or not, I cannot ſay, 
Did Mr. Haſtings, after the letter had been ſent to be communi. |} 
cated, informing him of the corrupt offers of Iſmael Beg, and your | 
motives for refuſing them, deſiſt from his injunctions to have him | 
(1ſmael Beg) releaſed from priſon ? | 
The witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in; he was aſked, 
Did you mean that the letter written by you, relative to Iſmae] 
Ree, ſhould, either by itſelf or in its ſubſtance, be communicated 
by Sir Elijah Impey to Mr. Haſtings, or not ? 
I certainly wiſhed that the ſubſtance ſhould be communicated to M - 
Mr. Haſtings. il 
Did Mr. Haſtings, after the letter had been ſent to be ſo commu- | 
picated, informing him of the corrupt offers of Iſmael Beg, and } 
your motives for refuſing them, deſiſt from his injunctions to have | 
him (Iſmael Beg) releaſed from priſon ? | 
He perſevered in his injunctions, that he ſhould be ſo releaſed ; * 
but I do not recollect having received any freſh orders from him | 
after the diſpatch of that letter. | 


And then the witneſs was direQted to withdraw. 


To report a progreſs, &c, 


Veneris, 2.3% die February 1787. 


COMMITTEE. of the Whole Houſe on the Articles 
of Charge of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors, 
preſented to the Houſe againſt Warren Haſtings, 
Eſquire, late Governor General of Bengal. 


: QgIR ELIJAH IMPEY being called in; 


And the order for the production of the correſpondence in his 
poſleſfion, relating to the affairs of Farruckabad, being read to the 
witneſs; - | | | 
He was aſked, 

Have you brought any ſuch correſpondence with you? 

] have not, 

Have you any further correſpondence relative to Farruckabad in 
your polleffion ? | 

I have not any correſpondence relative to Farruckabad, nor any 
other correſpondence relative to the articles exhibited againſt Mr, 
Haſtings, but ſuch letters as 1 have before delivered into this Com- 
mittee—nor have had in England any but what I before delivered 
IN. 

In whoſe cuſtody did you leave your Correſpondence with Mr. 
Middleton relative to the affairs of Oude, or other matters relative 
to public buſineſs ? | DN 

In the cuſtody of nebody. 

What did you do with that part of your correſpondence ? 

I before told this Committee, that it was by mere chance 
any part of the correſpondence was preſerved —I never thought of 
preſerving it. 

The queſtion repeated. 


I ſhould have prefaced what I before ſaid, by ſaying, that I do 


not know what 1s becume of it, 


If 
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If you do not know what is become cf it, how can you aſſert 


that you have left it in no man's hands at Calcutta | f 


I did not mean that it might not by chance have come into the 
hands of any perſon at Calcutta, but that I never left it in truſt 
with any body there, —[ hope there is no  inconliſtency in that 
anſwer. 

Did you deſtroy thoſe papers or not? 

If I deſtroyed them I do not remember that I deſtroved them—[ 
even will not take upon myſelf to ſay that they ever exiſted ; though 
[ rather believe that more letters paſſed than thoſe which were 
produced before this Committee. 

You will reculle& whether you did or did not deſtroy them, and 
ſpeak poſitively to that point? 

If I could recolle&t whether I did or did not deftroy, them, I 
ſhould have anſwered the queſtion as fully as I have anſwered any 
queſtion put to me by the Committee. 

And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Eſq. being called in; 


And the order for the production of the correſpondence in his 
peſicſhon, relating to the affairs of F arruckabad, being read 
to him, 

He was aſked, 
Have you brought that correſpondence? ? 
] have. 
The witneſs then produced at the bar a lift, containing a re- 
ference to certain books he had brought with him. 
And the ſaid Iiſt and books were delivered in at the table, 
And then the witneſs was aſxcd, | 
| Are there jn thoſe books any part of your correſpondence with 


Sir Elijah lmpey, relative to Farruckabad, or the attairs of Qude? 


I believe not. 

Have you copies or. originals of any FEED TINT TR between you 
and Sir Eiijah Impey, relative to the alfairs of Cuce, lince your 
correſpondence commenced, in 1780 ? 

To the beit of my knowledge | have not. 

How have you diſpoſed of that correſpondence ? 

When L lJeit india ſ deſtroyed all papers which I thought of ro 
conſequence; and | apprehend Sir Elijah Impey's letters were 
amonyit thoſe | deſtroyed—T don't know | ever kept copies of my 
letters to Sir E}Vjah Impey. | 

Have you Sir tlijah Impey's letters to you ? 

] believe 1] have already faid I have not, 

"Bs your whole correſpondence relative to F arruckabad i in thoſe 
books! | 

Every thing that is in my pcfl:Hion. 

Is there any further co:reiponcence 5 any whcre clie ? 

Not ibat 1 know of. 


6] 
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Has any been given up to Mr, Haſtings, or deſtrayed ? 

I have already ſaid to this Committee, that many of my letters 
were delivered up to Mr, Haſtings ſeveral years ago—Irt is poſlible 
ſome of them might have related to Farruckabad; but 1 cannot 


ay 


ave any been delivered from you to Mr. Haſtings, ſince the 
period of thoſe which the Court of Directors otdered.you to de- 
liver up to the Governor General and Council? 

None have been delivered up ſince the period when Mr. Haſtings 
demanded them —1 don't recollect when that was. 


And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


The ſaid letters and extras, copied from the ſeveral books, ſo 


delivered in by Mr, Middleton, according to the direction-of 
the ſaid liſt, are as follow : 


© Mr. Briſtow to Lieutenant Colonel Goddard. 
« To Lieutenant Colonel Geddard. 
'v. Vir, 


© I have the pleaſure to ſend you herewith a letter from his 
« Exctllency the Vizier. 
 * As his Excellency has entirely given up Munitaz ul Dow- 
© Jah to Muzutfer Jung, he has alſo agreed to a requeſt of the 
© Jatter to withdraw the guards upon his houſe and effets ; and 
© has directed me to acquaint you with his refolution, and to 
* requeſt you will order the guard of your Sepoys, now ftationed 


6 there, to make over their charge to Muzuffer Jung's people, 


© as ſome compenſation to him for the deficiencies in the revenue, 
* whilſt in the hands of Munitaz ul Dowlah. 


| © I am, Sir, &c.* 
© Lucknow, toth January 1777. 
$ To Lieutenant Colonel Wilding, commandin 
© Brigade at Futty Ghurr 
6. Iir,z | 


* Aprecably to your deſire, I now forward you a letter from 
* the Navob Vizier, requeſting that you will occaſionally furniſh 


* the Nabob Muzuffer Jung, upon his and the Sizowoul's ap- 
* plication, with ſuch aid as you may be able 


7 the temporary 


” S 


| , In realizing the 
0 * colleRions of his Excellency's tribute, EY 
= « I have the honour to be, Sir, yours, &c. 
Y ___ © Lucknow, * Signed NATH., MiDDLETON, 
* Iith October 1778. «Reſident, &c,* 
* To Mr, George Shee, ColleRor of the Vizicr's Aſfignments to 
| 


* the Company, on the Nabob Mozufter Jung, 
« Qir, 


© In conformity to the commands of the Honourable the Go- 
* vernor General and Council, under date the 22d ultimo, con- 
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© flituting you in the place of the Sezawul at Farruckabad, to 
« colle& the Vizier's aſſignment to the Company on the Nabob 
« Mozuffer Jung, with the ſame allowances, eſtabliſhment, and 


© power, that have been given to the ſaid Sezawul, I now pro. 


© ceed to give you ſuch informations and inſtrutions as I judge 
© requiſite for your fulfilling the intentions of your appointment, 
© The tribute to be paid by the Nabob Mozuffer Jung to his 
© Excellency the Vizier is ſettled at Lucknow Sicca rupees 
© 4,50,000 per annum ; but on account of balances remaining 
unpa d at the end of the laſt Hindoo year 1186, which was in 
our 25th September 1779, the whole demand upon the Nabob 
of Farruckabad became 6,62,000 Lw Sz Rs, agreeable to the 
account incloſed, No. 4, which alſo ſpecifies the ſum allowed 
to the Sezawul on the part of the Nabob Vizier, for ſuch a 
force as 1s neceſſary to make your colledtions, and of courſe 
becomes a dedufting from the Nabob Vizier's claim. On 
the ſeparate paper, No. 2, is ſpecified the allowances on 
© the part of the Nabob Mozuffer Jung, which muſt' be accu- 
© mulated upon the 'Tuncaw he will give you for the purpoſe of 
© anſwering the Nabob's claim. Three per cent. is the commiſ- 
© ſion of the Sezawul, to be drawn only upon the ſpecific ſum 
« which he ſhall be found to have colleCted of the amount made 
© over to him in aſſignments, The balance to the Company due 
* from Abdullah Beg, the preſent Sezawul, according to the 
© No, 3, amounts to 2,09,514 Ls Sz Rs, for which you have 
© No. 4, the bond of the Nabob Mozuffer Jung ; this it ap- 
© peared neceſſary to take, becauſe all the Collectors in the 
< country have officially ſigned theſe obligations, as an acknow- 
© ledgment that the demand tis a juſt one; and as your ſituation 
« is more in the light of a collection, I could not demand ſuch 
© an obligation from you. "The bond, however, is made ont 
< with this ſaving clauſe, that he the Nabob Mozutfer Jung 
© ſhall credit in the accounts of the Vizier, for whatever ſums 
© ſhall be proved to be die from the Sezawul Abdullah Beg, 
© upon an adjuſtment of his accounts. You will likewiſe re- 
< ceive herewith, No. 5, a copy of the kiſtbundee executed by 
«* Abdullah Beg, which, as all the dependant adjuſtments with 
© the inferior Aumils are made according to it, can be the only 
* line for my demands upon you to the end of the preſent year. 


< NoG is a Perwannah to the Sezawul, direQing him to de- | 


© liver over charge of his office to you, together with the public 
© papers and Caſh in his hands, to point out the ſeveral Aumils, 
s and the Purgunnahs in which they have been employed ; to 
« deliver you accounts of *his particular adjuſtments with them 
+ for the public revenue of the colletions they have paid hin 
* and the balances ſeverally due from them. It is unnecellary 
< to inform you that theſe ſeveral dependent accounts, united, 


* mult form the abitract which I have incloſed, No, 3; and ops 
© tnemy 
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t them, and the acknowledgments of the Aumils, muſt deptnd 
« your information from whence the balance in demand muſt 
© be drawn. It may be adviſeable to oblige the ſeveral Aumils, 
© as yOu may ſettle the demands upon them for the balance due 
+ on their engagements, with the Sezawal, to ſign bonds for 
« their balances to be paid to the end of the preſent year, at 
« which time each Aumi] muſt render you an account of his 
« jumma crutch, that is, his cojlections and diſburſement, that 
you may be enabled co ſettle the juſt demands of the Nabob 
« Mozuffter Jung for the enſuing year; for from the nature of 
the engagements between his Excellency the Vizier, and the 
Nabob Mozufter Jung, which are not upon the footing of 
thoſe between the Government and farmers, whatever defi- | 
ciencies there may be in one year, muſt be accumulated on | 
the tribute of the next. "This will render it abſolutely necef- 
ſary for the Nabob of Farruckabad's eaſe, each year, to be 
punctual in the diſcharge of the tribute, by giving into your 
hands ample aſſignments, in order to prevent his being addi- 
« tionally burthened in the enſuing: a maxim it will be your 
* duty to inculcate and force, as it will, beſides the real benefic 
© to the Nabob Mozuffer Jung, render ſecure that part of the 
* Company's affignments from the V izier, 

* In your adjuſtment with the Sezawul Abdullah Beg, 
© ſhould any difterence ariſe between you and him, it muſt be 
6 referred to my deciſion, when you will make me acquainted 
* with al] circumſtances and papers which you imagine will affiit 
* me therein. At the end of the preſent year, which will be in 
« September next, it will be requiſite for you to come to Luck- 
* now, in order to adjuft the accounts between this Groyern- 
* ment and the Nabob Mozuffer Jung, who ſhould alſo come 
* himſelf, or depute his Dewan. 

| © Lucknow, « I am, Sir, 
* the 16th June 1780. * Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
© (Signed) C, PURLING,' 
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y * To Mr. George Shee, ColleQor of the Company's Aſſign- 
« ments at Furruckabad, 


' TT” | ENS 

« A Zemindar of the diſtrict of Almaſs Ally Khaun, named Ko- 
_ © tule Cawn, having killed the above Aumil's Naib of Ettawahz 
ic 


© in a battle, and fled from his own Perg:;innah into the country 
© of the Nabub Mozuffer Jung, is, I underſtand, now 1n treaty 


tO © with Purrunſook, to deliver to him a fort at Nedowly, ſtunted 
erm * upon the confines of the two provinces, in order thereby the _ 
wh * more effeCtually to ſupport a rebellion azainft the Nabob's go- 
7 * vernment, and oppoſe the coll:Qion of the rents, I therefore 
eu 


© requeſt you will take eſpecial care that the fort is not only not 
Jon * delivered up, but that Purrunſook ſhall be uinmediate!y is 
0g I! * that 
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the 18th Auguit 1780. 


© 66 ) 


that ſuch a conduct will place him in ſuch alight of culpability 
as to bring him to a ſevere account and puniſhment, You will 
further pleaſe to require of him, if poſſible, to apprehend the 
perſon of Kotule Cawn, and deliver him to Almaſs Ally 
K haun's Naib, at Etawah. — The more ſpeedily theſe meaſures 
are taken, the more effteCtual they will be, 

« I am, Sir, 

© Lucknow, < Yours, &c. 


© (Signed) C, PURLING.” 
To Mr. George Shee, Colleftor of the Company's Afvign- 


* ments at Farruckabad, 
© Sir, 


"CE ] am favoured with your letter of the 24th inſtant, and have 


written to Colonel Muir, to affift you with a force for the re- 
duction of Nedouly, in caſe you ſhould find it neceſfary to 
apply to him. By the incloſed copy of a letter to the Nabob 
Vizier, and of his anſwer, you will perceive that he has de- 
clined giving the order you required. 


© If you will pleaſe to read my letter of the 21ft inſtant, 


ou muſt obſerve that my recommendation of Almalſs Ally 

haun could not amount to an interference with your office, 
which 1 underſtand to be eſtabliſhed clearly under my orders 
and authority ; and had I ordered, inſtead of recommending 
your acceptance of the propoſals of Almaſs Ally Khaun, whoſe 
well-known reſponſibility and punctuality in the performance 
of his engagements I vouched for, I do not think I ſhould have 
paſſed the line drawn for your powers, which are the ſame as 
thoſe of the Native Sezawul, who undoubtedly would haye 
obeyed any order I gave him upon the ſubject of his truſt for 


the Nabob Vizier; and who would have underſtood ſuch a 


recommendation as clearly tending to his eaſe, and the public 
advantage. | 

« As to the delivery of the fort of Nedouly, after reduQtion, to 
the charge of Almaſs Ally Khaun, my letter cannot be read 
with any attention, if it is underſtood that I was deſirous of 
ſupporting a claim of his Excellency the Vizier to the property 
of the fort; for as I could not believe that an Aumil of the 
character of Almaſs Ally Khaun could be refuſed ſuch an ap- 
plication, I naturally concluded, that the moſt ſummary and 
effetual method of reſtoring peace in thoſe parts was by de- 
firing, through the Vizier's Perwannah, that Colonel Muir 
would reduce it (which he certainly could have done by the 
ſame force, or the ſhew of it, as if directed by your authority) 
and deliver it into the hands of Almats Ally Khaun, whoſere- 
ſpeQability in thoſe parts, and the requilite force he is furniſhed 
with, would render it more fecure from capture, and leſs 


liable to be loſt by treachery, than where in the hands of the 
6 dependents 
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© dependents of the Nabob Muzuffer Jung, whoſe late inſtance 
© of infidelity plainly indicates the incapacity of the Govern- 
« ment, the inſtability and uncertainty of any poſſeflion the Na- 
bob has, and has at this very inſtant. rendered precarious the 
revenues of both the Vizier's and the Nabob's lands, on the 
confines of which this fort appears to be, While I am go- 
verned by no motive, but the welfare and ſucceſs of the buli- 
neſs committed to my charge, part of which I muſt conſider 
your office, while the orders of the Governor and Council are 
binding, it is immaterial to me what proteſts are made; I am 
of opinion that the propoſals of Almaſs Ally Khaun, for the 
revenues of the Pergunnah of Merara, provided they are equal 
to the offers of others, ought to have been accepted, as far as 
your influence with the Nabob on his people could accompiiſh 
it ; tat you ought to have been pleaſed with the ſafe opportu- 
nity you had of collaterally benefiting your employers, by a 
meaſure which expreſs]y tends to the ſecurity of the revenues 
of both the parts of the Pergunnah in queſtion, though di- 


vided—divided as to the property, evidently affeCting the ſame 
intereſt, 


© Lucknow, < I am, Sir, | 
© the 31ſt Auguft 1780, « Your moſt obedient 
| 0 Hible Servt;, 
(Signed) + C. PURLING?® 


© To Mr. George Shee, Colleor of the Company's Afſign- 


< ment on Farruckabad., 


a <6 a & 6a @:@aoa vc vx 4X04 23a a © :.0> 6 


c QOir, 
© I have received your letter of the 15th inftant; and am ex- 
ceedingly ſorry to obſerve, from the tenor of it, as well as 
from a former correſpondence I have had with you, that a miſ- 


is likely to render me liable to accumulated trouble in this 
already burthenſome ſtation. Unwilling as I have been to be 
drawn into an unneceffary and il]-timed alteration, to the ob- 
{ſtruction of the many important objets of my charge, I am 
concerned to be compelled to point out to you, that you appear 
widely to have miſtaken and departed from the intention of 


Board, and to have taken up a new and unintended lieu. The 


ſhews the expreſs object and foundation of your appointment 
to be the exemption of the Nabob Mozuffer Jung from” the 
hardſhips and indignities he had complained he had ſuffered 
from the Native Sezawul, appointed for the collection of the 
tribute due from the Nabob of Farruckabad, and made over in 
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; aſſignment to the Honourable Company—with this intention, 


I 2 + Far- 


interpretation of the plain words and intentions of my letters, 


your appointment, explicitly laid down by the Honourable 


Honourable Board's letter to me, under date the 22d of May, 


you are appointed Collector of the Company's aſhgnment on. 
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( 68 ) 
Farryckabad, and ordered to proceed to Lucknow, to be jn, 
veſted with your charge, and to receive in{tructions for your 
conduct from me. From whence then are your ideas drawn ? 
What documents have I, to ſuppoſe that you have been erected 
an arbiter of the rights of Princes? From whence am 1 to 
conſider vou authorized fo freely to comment upon the Pers 
wannah of the Vizier, or the conduc or intentions of his Mi- 
niters, in the adjuſtment of accounts? By what new arrange- 
ment am 1 to underſtand that an order tranſmitted agreeable 
to the form preſcribed by the Board ſhall be ſet aſide? And by 
what right am 1 to determine that the preſence of any perſon 
ſummoned by ſuch an oder, for the expreſs purpoſe of ſettling 
accounts, is neceſſary at Lucknow ? W hat authority even have 
1 to refuſe my concurrence to the obſervation of an eſtabliſhed 
cuſtom, or to deſtroy one fingle right which the Nabod Vizier, 
a Prince in friendſhip and alliance with the Honourable Com- 
pany, conceives himſelf entitled tro? "The Nabob Mozuffer 
Jung has never before refuſed the attendance of his Dewan to 
ſettle his yearly accounts ; nor has he or his Miniſters deputed 
his dependence, or diſavowed that reſpect and deference to the 
tation of the Vizier of the empire, which, excluſive of the 
necgllity of ſettling accounts, renderg (uch a cuſtomary depy- 
tation a poſitive right, Does a requiſition that accounts ſhall 
be annually ſettled, and each party be ſatished with the jultice 
cf the yearly demand, imply a defire to oppreſs ? And who are 
the proper people for the adjuſtment of theſe acgounts, but tae 
Miniſters or the Nabeb Vizier, and thoſe of the Nabob of 
Farruckabad? 
© From the above you muſt conceive, that as far as my judg- 
meat Jeads me to decide on the letter and ſpirit of your ap- 
pulntment, I conſider that you are (as well as myſelf) with- 
out a power to deſtroy one right or cuſtom hitherto obſerved : 
And as it appears from all the forms I have been ſubject to 
through the courſe of my ſervice, only neceſlary that I thould 
give, and you receive and obey explicit orders, I ſhall add here, 
that 1 have thought it unneceſſary to wait the Nabob of Far- 
ruckabad's reply to his Excellency the Vizier's Perwannabh, 
both becauſe his indiſpoſition may poſſibly delay it beyond the 
period of the time neceſſary to bring my accounts to a conclu- 
lion, and becauſe 1 cannot admit that a non-compliance of 4 
man little above the ate of idiotiſm, only became a poflibility, 
fince your appointment, can make a difference in the neceſaty 
or propriety of deputing a perſon as required by the Nabob 
Vizier; I now therefore encloſe a Perwannah from mylſels to 
the Nabob MozuFer Jung, which you will pleaſe to have de- 
Jivered to him fortawith. This Perwannah requires an obedi- 
ence to the Perwannah gf the Nabob Vizier; informs him that 
your appojntment was, not made with an intention to deft Rt. 
MY | [94 ; th 


( 69 ) 
E the cuſtoms hitherto obſerved between him, the Nabob Mo- 
© zuffer Jung, and the Nabob Vizier and gives him to under- 
* ſtand, that if he refuſes the deputation, you have my orders to 


« ſend his Dewan by force ;—and 1 now give you my poſitive 
« direction, in Caſe of a refuſal on the part of the Nabob Mo- 


© zufter Jung, to oblige his Dewan to attend with the neceſſary 


« papers for ſettling the accounts, by putting him under a guard, 
« and ſending him to Lucknow. ; 
+ Should the Nabob Mozuifer Jung be ſo il]. as not to open 
« my letter, you will ſend for the Dewan, direct him to read it 
© jn your preſence, and inform him that nothing is required but 
s what he has always hitherto done, and that if he attends 
« without further delay, he ſhall not be liable to the Enpreature 


« of the Nabob Vizier, or of myſelf, 


_ * 1 am, Sir, 
" Lucknow, © Your moſt obedient 
« the 21ſt September, 1780. * humble ſervant, 
(Signed) « C, PURLING?®? 


+ To Mr. George Shee, ColleQor of the Company's Aſlign- 
© ments at Farruckabad, 
s Or, 
© I encloſe a letter from the Nabob Vizier to the Nabob of 
© Farrackabad, requiring the attendance of his Dewan, to ſettle 
« his yearly accounts. You will be ſo good as to allow the De- 
6 wan to come as ſoon as poſlible, 


£ Lucknow, ce [ an, Sir, &C. 


16th October 1780. * (Signed) ©. PURLING. 


To Mr. George Shee, ColleRor of the Honourable Company $ 
$ "Aſhigament: on Farruckabad, 


. 


6 OIr, 
© I muſt repeat my order to you to ſend forthwith the Dewan 
of the Nabob Mozufter Jung to Lucknow, that his accounts 
with his Excellency the Vizier may be ſettled for the laſt year, 
and to enable his Excellency to grant his aſtgnment to the 


that you, immediately on receipt hereof, remit whatever public 
money may be in your hands to Lucknow, without any excuſe 
or delay whatever. 

« Lucknow, © I am, Sir, &c, 


© the 311t October 1780. (Signed) © C. PURLING. 


«< Mr. Middleton to Mr. Shee. 
© To Mr. George Shee, Collector Vizier's Aſlignments to the 
. Company upon FarruCkabav, 


c 
% 
? 
© Honourable Company for the preſent ; and [I poſitively direct 
C 
C 
? 


< Gir, . 
{ I have been honoured with your letter of 26th ultimo, with 
LEE | « :6 
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* 26 bills for L. H, $z 40,000, drawn at 1t days fight ; as foon 
© as realized tne amount ſhall be carried to the credit of the 
£ Vizier's aſſignments to the Company upon Farruckabad. 


6 © Lucknow, |  Thave the honour tobe, &c,* 
+ © 1ſt December 17580. 


© Mr. Middleton to Mr. Shee. 
To Mr. George Shee, ColleQor of the Vizier's Aſignments 
_ © tothe Honourable Company, upon the Nabob of Farruck- 


— 


© abad, 
6 Sir, | . pd 
© The ſeaſon being far advanced, and the affignments granted 
| by his Excelleney the Vizier for the Honourable Company, 
amounting to the very conſiderable ſum of 6,43,000 Rz, it is 
very material that I ſhould be immediately furniſhed with a 
kiſtbundee of the p1yments you may expe& you will be able to 
make me in liquidation of that amount of the current year 
I have therefore to requeſt you will furniſh me with ſuch an 
account as ſoon as poſlible. 


«© Lucknow, E have the honour to be, Sir, &c,? 
the 5th December 1780. $0 
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To Mr. George Shee, ColleQor of the Vizier's Aſſignments 


« to the Honourable Company upon the Nabovb of Farruck- 
£ abad. | A | 


6 Oil, | 

© In the abſence of Mr. Middleton, I have received your letter 
of the 15th November, covering bills for 20,000, Immedi- 
ately upon recelpt I ſent them for acceptance, which being re- 
fuſed to the two encloſed, I take the liberty of returning them. 
« By Dernigur: Teek Chund, at Farruckabad, upon Butchrage 
BPerendaſs, dated 26th Aughun, at 11 days date, | 

1 — 3,000 

I — 2,000 - | 

—— $5,000 Hauly Siccas. 

« The other parts of your letter | ſhall do myſelf the honour 
« of returning an early anſwer to more at length. 
© I have the honour to be, Sir, &c. 


a & a 


« Lncknow, 


© the 23d December 1780: « (Signed) R. JOKNSON.” | | 


£ Mr. Johnſon to Mr. Shee, 
< To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Vizier's Aſſignments 


« to the Honourable Company on the Nabvub of Farruck- 
© abad. 


6 SHE}; | | 

«© His Excellency the Vizier having received a petition from 
« HyperſauJ, the renter of the ſalt petre farm for the preſent year, 
. T2 | 4 Come 


( 
c 


bo 
5 
« 
o 
= 


GA £6 aa 


NG 64 8 A a nA _ aA _@#a Ga aA aA Aa _ aA A _ 44 


a A A _ AQ A _ 36a 


C 71 ) 


complaining that he cannot get poſſeſion- of the pans in the 


diſtrict of Farruckabad, he has deſired me to communicate to 


you his wiſh, that you will not only ſuffer him, bur afliſt the 


farmer in the proſecution of this: I muſt therefore join my 


requeſt to his Excellency's; for, whether the claim is founded 
upon legal right, or otherwiſe, cuſtom has eſtabliſhed his Ex- 
cellency's exclufive privilege of granting that farm upon Far- 
ruckabad, in common with the reſt of his dominions, to whom- 
ſoever he may think hit. | ; 
« I have the honour to be, Sir, 
£ Lucknow, ' « Your moſt obedient, 
January 5th, 178r. * humble ſervant. 
« P. S, A letter to the ſame purport as this has alſo been 
written, and ſent from his Excellency the Vizier to the Nabob 
Muzufter Jung,” | 
© 


To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Vizier's Aflignments 
* to the Company, on the Nabob of Farruckabad. + 

© 8ir, 
© | have been honoured with your letter of the 15th Decem- 
ber laſt, the receipt of which Mr. Johnſon has already acknow- 
ledged, in his letter of the 23d December, written during my 
abſence. | 
6 It gives me the greateſt concern to peruſe the melancholy 
proſpeCt you afford me, in the object of realizing the demands 
for the preſent year upon the Nabob of Farrackabad, 1 mult 
confeſs that apprehenſions of a ſimilar tendency had already 
poſſeſſed me, from the uncommonly ſmall remittances you 
had hitherto been able to make me, at ſo advanced a period of 
the year —almoſt one third elapſed, and the firſt crop off the 
ground. _ | 
< Theſe alarms the more readily gained ground with me, from 
not receiving any aſſurances from you to counteract them. 
The conſequence was, my preparing to aſk from the Vizier a 
remiſſion of the claim upon Farruckabad, in exchange for an 
equal aſſignment upon ſome of his Excellency's Aumildars, 
within his own dominions : but now that your letter has not 
only confirmed, but increaſed thoſe alarms, I find myſelf under 
the neceſſity of making ſuch an application immediately ; and 
ſhall! adviſe you of the reſult. _ _ 
© If my ſucceſſion in this meaſure ſhould at the ſame time 
afford any relief to the diſtrefies of the Nabob Muzuffer Jung, 
who, from what you expreſs, has at preſent barely a mainte- 
nance for himſelf, his family, and numerous relations, it will 
afford me an additional plealture, particularly as this objec has 


expreſsly formed' the principal Aim of the Honourable Board 


in your preſent appointment. 
* The kiſtbundee cannot be taken, as you propoſe, from that 


© of 


(-3v-3 x 
© of any former year, not only becauſe the total amount of the 
< preſent claim is not ſimilar to any former, but alſo becauſe it 
© muſt be an official document, in form of an obligation, by the 
« perſon in charge of the colleQions, agreeably to the uſual ang 
< univerſal mode of theſe parts, which has hitherto been inya. 
© riably attended to by the Sizawal at Farruckabad, in whioſe 
< place the orders of the Board have expreſsly placed you. 
£ Lucknow, © I have the honour to be, 

< the 8th January 1781. © dir, &C, 

(Signed) * NATH. MIDDLETON. 


| © Mr, Middleton to Mr. Shee. 
£To Mr George Shee, Collector of the Vizier's Aſſignments, &c, 
© Sir, T1, RW 
© I have been honoured with your letter of the 159th infant, 
incloſing bills of exchange for 20,000 Lucknow Sicca rupees, 
account his Excellency the Vizier's affignment on Farruck- 
abad; which amount, when paid, ſhall be paſſed to the credit 
of your collections. | | 
£ Lucknow, © I have the honour to be, 
the 23d February 1781. 6 Sir, &c,* 


GG a A @& 


£ Mr, Middleton to Mr. Shee. 
To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Vizier's Aſſignments 
© in favour of the Honourable Company on Farruckabad, 
6 Bir | : 
© I have received your letter of the gth of March, inclofing 
< bills of exchange, in part of payment of the Vizier's affign- 
© ment in favour of the Honourable Company, on Farruckabad, WW © 
« for twenty thouſand rupees; which amount, when received, 
© ſhall be carried to the credit of your colieQtions, 
Lucknow, © I have the honour to be, 
« the 15th March 1781. « Sir, &c,* 


s To Mr, George Shee, ColleQor, &c. Farruckabad, 
« Qir, Wa 
© 1 have been favoured with the receipt of your letter, under | 
« date 23d inſtant, covering' bills of exchange for twenty thou- | 
© ſand rupees, in part payment of the Vizier's affienment to the |} 
© Honourable Company, on Farruckabad. "The amount, 
£ when received, ſhall be paſſed to the credit of your collec- | 


< tions. 
© I have the honour to be, 
| | + Sir, oy” ; 
< Lucknow, | < Your moſt obedient 
© the 25th March 1781. - © humble ſervant, _ 
(Signed) NATHL MIDDLETON. 
« Mr, 


on | 


| © Mr, Middleton to Mr, Shee. $ 
« To Mr. George Shee, ColleQtor of the Vizier's Aflignments to 
w; the Honourable Company on Farruckabad. 
« Sir, | 
© I have been favoured with your letter of the gth inſtant, 
© covering 13 bills of exchange for Lucknow Haullice Siccas, 
© 25,000. As ſoon as realized, the amount ſhall be carried to 
« the credit of the Vizier's aſſignments to the Company on Far= 
6 ruckabad. | 
© I have the honour to be, 
| Ss 
c Lucknow, | © Yours, &c,* 
© the 13th April 198r. | 


| | * Mr, Middleton to Mr. Shee. 
© To Mr? George Shee, ColleCtor of the Vizier's Aſſignments to 
* the Company on Farruckabad. 
© Sir, | | 
| © T have been honoured with the receipt of your letter of the 
© 3oth u]timo, covering bills of exchange for Lucknow Sicca 
© Rupees thirty thouſand, on account of his Excellency the 
« Vizier's aſſignments to the Company on Farruckabad ; the 
* amount, when received, ſhall be carried to the credit of your 
© collections, | 


. I have the honour to be, 
© Lucknow, | ; -*.'Sir, &c.* 
; © the 3d May 1781. | 
- « Mr, Middleton to Mr. Shee. 
), BW © To Mr. George Shee, ColleRor of the Vizier's Aſignments to 
l, © the Honourable Company upon Farruckabad, 
© Sir, CADEIBE "irg 
© Being engaged in ſettling my laſt year's accounts with his 
© Excellency the Nabob Vizier, I muſt requeſt you will as 
© ſpeedily as poffible inform me of the extent of what I have to 
* expect the total receipt from Farruckabad will amount to for 
'© the year 1188; and ſhould you have any balance in hand, that 
er + you will be pleaſed to remit it to me. 
u- | b © | have the honour to be, 
ne | « Sir, = 
ats © Lucknow, © Your moſt obedient humble fervant.? 
cc WF © the 28th October 1781, 


£ Mr. Middleton to Mr, Shee. 
* To Mr. George Shee, Colleor of the Company's Affignments 
© on the Nuflerana of Farruckabad. 
« Sir | 
= Should you have any money to remit me on account of your 
5 colleions, either for the paſt or the preſent year, L requeſt roy 
Kk * wi 
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© will be pleaſed to pay it into the-hands of Mr, George Day, 


Paymaſter to the Futty Ghur Detachment, for the ule of the 
© troops at that ftation. 


© I am, | 
| « Sir, | | 
© Lucknow, © Your moſt obedient humble ſervant,” 
© the 31ſt October 1787. | 


© Mr. Middleton to Mr. Shee. 
©. To Mr. George Shee. 

C Sir, : 
© His Excellency the Nabob Vizier having entruſted Almaz 
Ally Cawn with the Adjuſtment and realizing of his claims 
on the Nabob of Farruckabad, I am to requeſt you will be 
pleaſed to make over to him, or ſuch agent as he may depute, 
an account of your colleCtions, as it may ſtand at the time of 
his arrival, with ſuch other vouchers and official documents as 
may be neceſſary, to enable kim to aſcertain the aQtual ſum he 
will have to demand of Muzuffer Jung on the Vizier's ac- 
count.—I farther requeſt that you will alſo tranſmit me copies 
_ of all accounts and papers that you may deliver to Almas Ally 
« Cawn, or his delegate ; me I am, 

” © DOIr, OX 

© Lucknow, © Your moſt obedient humble ſervant.? 

© the 8th November 1781, ; | 
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© Mr, Middleton to Mr. Shee. 
© To Mr, George Shee, 
c Sir, ; | | 7 
© ] have the honour to incloſe the original of an order to you | 
© from the Honourable the Governor Genera], dated the 23d | 
£ September laſt. 
| | © Iam 
© Lucknow, © Your moſt obedient humble Servant. 
© the 8th November 1781, 


£ To Major Thomas Scott, commanding at Jayes. 
c Sir, $2 
© There being immediate ſervice for a regiment at Farruc- | 

© kabad, I have written to Major Lumſdaine to ſend a detach- 
© ment to . occupy your ſtation ; but as I do not ſuppoſe any 
£ material inconveniency can occur from your marching before | 

© the arrival of Major Lumſdaine, I muſt requeſt, in concurrence 
* with the defire of the Nabob Vizier, that you will n_ 

"Ute 


© ately take the ſhorteſt road to Futty Ghur, where you will re- 
« ceive further inftruction. CI EN | 
© I have the honour to be, 
6 dir, | 
_ ©£ Your moſt, &c. 
© (Signed) R, JOHNSON, 
< Lucknow, © Acts Reſ, 

© the 22d Auger 1782. . 


« ] beg to be informed of the route you mean to take.” 
| v 


\ © Mr. Johnſon to Major Thomas Scote. 
= < To Major Thomas Scott, commanding the 8th Regiment 
. * marching to Farruckabad, ; 
6 Bika -- 
| © The duty you are marching upon to Farruckabad, is to 
© eſtabliſh an agent going on behalf of the Nabob Vizier to de- 


mand and collec the tribute due from the Nabob Mozufter 


A & 


ung. 
* By the laſt advices, the chief manager of the Nabob Mo- 
zuffer Jung's affairs, named Subkit Ulia Khan, has reſolved to 
oppoſe this meaſure; but no information upon this ſubject 1s 
to be relied upon but what you may obtain upon your arrival, 
or from Mahomed Seyed Khan, and Pay Hananund, the 
agents going from the Nabob Vizier ; the latter of theſe two 
is the man upon whoſe knowledge and exertions dependance 
is placed in the execution of this truſt, and with him you will 
be pleaſed to conſult upon the nature of ſuch ſupport as he 
may require in his bufinefs. 
«© I have the honour to be, 
6 Dif, | 
© Your moſt obedient, 


Lucknow, £ humble ſervant,” 
| © the gth September 1782. 


aa 6 a. 6a: a..0 


« Mr, Middleton to Major Thomas Scott. 
* To Major Thomas Scott, commanding the 3d Regiment on its 
* march to Farruckabad, 


© Sir, | 
s © 1 have had the honour to receiye your letter of the 11th inſt. 
: © from Cawnpore, | 
g. «3 am preparing inſtructions for your guidance, which will 
= * be diſpatched ſo as to reach you by the time of your arrival at 


' © Futty Ghur, 
« I have the honour to be, | 
FR. 
© Lucknow, s Yours, &c.! 
* the x6 September 1782, 
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© Mr. Middleton to Major Thorhas Scott. | 
5 To Major Thomas Scott, commanding the 3d Regiment on its 
; '£ March to Farruckabad. 


- 6 Yirz 
© ] have received the honour of your letter of the 14th inft, 
- © and am much concerned to hear of the treatment you met with 
© at Billour, I hope the proper reſentment you ſhewed to 
© ſuch unwarrantable condua will be the means of exempting 
© you from any future inſults of the fame fort, 
< The only inſtructions I have at preſent to give you for the 
c | pay of your conduct at Farruckabad, I have forwarded to 
* Roy Heranund, to be delivered to you on your arrival, 
'£ I have the honour to be, = 
8 Lucknow, | 5 Dir PIR 
* the 18th September 1782. © Yours, &c” 


| © Mr. Middleton to Major Thomas Scott. | 

To Major Thomas Scott, commanding the 3d Regiment, on its 
s Match to Farruckabad, | 

© Sir, hs | 
© If, upon your arrival with the Sezawal and his Dewan at 
s Fartuckabaid, you ſhould find no danger of any oppoſition, 
© or perſonal danger to them, you will be pleaſed to proceed on, 
s through Berelly, to Cazem Ally Khan, colleQor of the dif- 
E tricts in Rohileund, which lately formed the Jagheer and 
* Jaidads of Letafut Ally Khan, and give him ſuch ſupport in 
* his buſineſs as he may require 
© It may be uſeful to inform you, for your guidance, that 
5 the Sezawal of Farruckabad has one, thouſand Nejeebs allow- 
© ed him, by the Nabob Vizier, for his defence—From which 
* you will be able to judge how far he may be ſafe without your 


s aid. 
© I have the honour to be, 
| 0 -Mirg"-: 
Lucknow, «© Your, &Cc, 


s the 19th Sept. 1732. 


* Mr. Middleton to Major Thomas Scott. 
* To Major Thomas Scott, commanding at Farruckabad, 
* Dir, EEE, ; | 

© | have been honoured with the receipt of your fayours of | 

© the 22d and 25th inſtant, | 
© I am much ſurprized at Mahomed Seyed Khan, and Roy | 
_ * Haranund's not having been to wait upon you. L haye wrote 

to them my ſentimentwof ſuch behaviour. ; 

+ By a letter I have this day received from the Sezawal, he 
© informs me your preſence is abſolutely neceflary. 1 mult, 
* therefore, requeſt you will remain where yau are, and _ 

: | i 
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© him every afliſtance in your power, till you receive further in« 
« ſtructions, | | 


© T have the honour to be, 

4 6 dry 
< Lucknow, | © Your, &c.” 
29 Sept. 1782. | 


© To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire. 

c Sir | tx | 

c 1 ſend by the bearer bills of exchange amounting to fotty 

thouſand rupees, and requeſt you will dire him- where 'to 

carry them, FISED £ 
G4 © I am, Sir, &c. 


(Signed) * <GEORGE SHEE:? 


| 6 To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, 
© Fir, | | | 

* The buſy ſcene in which I have for ſome days paſt been 
engaged will, I hope, obtain me your excuſe, for not having 
before this time acknowledged the receipt of your letter, dated 
the 5th inſtant, which I had the honour of receiving previous 
to my arrival at this place. | 
* A farmer, of the name of Fukke Rafla Khaun, having 
repeatedly applied to me for military aid, afluring me, that 
unleſs I afforded it to him, he had no proſpe& of colle&t- 
ing any part of the revenues of ſeveral Pergunnahs which he 


rents from the Nabob Muzuffer Jung, and which are made 


over to his Excellency the Vizier, I determined to give him 
ſuch affiftance as I had power to grant, ſhould I find its ope- 
rations neceffary; but previouſly to endeaveur, by fair means, 
to bring the refraftory Zemindars to reaſon. On my arrival 
at this place | found that his repreſentation was juſt, and that 
the obſtruion to his colleQions was occaſioned principally by 
the conduct of a Zemindar of the name of Porty Sing, who, 
preſuming upon the ſtrength of a fort that he poſſeſſed, and a 
garriſon which he had collected, compoſed of May Walties, 
and other freebooters, not only refuſed to pay his revenues, 
but formed a Jeague with the neighbouring Zemindars, ſent 
parties to plunder the ſurrounding country, and inſtead of 
obeying my ſummons to attend and ſettle his annual Bunda- 
buſt, fired at my people when they arrived within gun ſhot of 
his fort, which, after ſuch conduQ, I thought it abſolutely 
neceſlary to attack. | 

s For want of battering cannon, or any kind of artillery, but 
three honeycomb field pieces, I am obliged, ir carrying on 
my approaches, to have recoufſe to the tedious proceſs of 
ſap. However, as I have now advanced, and am ſecurely in- 
trenched within fifty yards of the rampart, I hope in three days 


* at 


({.28:- 
© at furtheſt to put the farmer in poſſeſſion of the fort, which 
© will enable him to make an immediate ſettlement and collec. 
© tion of his revenues, and prevent any Zemindar in future from 
© withholding his Kit, on a ſuppoſition that his fort is not to be 
© taken, as few others can be found in this country fo ſtrong as 
© Vizier Gunge. I was induced myſelf to take this neceſlary 
| © ſervice, from his Excellency the Vizier having, on a former 
© occaſion, when I applied for the aſſiftance of a battalion from 
© Futty Ghur, refuſed me 2ny kind of military aid ; and ac- 
© quainted me, through the Reſident at his court, that I muſt 
- * truſt; to- the Nuzzeibs allow2d me to affiſt in my collections, 
© for ſuch ſervices as ſhould be found neceſlary. Should I ſuc- 
< ceed againſt Vizier Gunge, and be able to make a temporary 
* '* fettlement'in Marara, I hope not to have further occaſion for 
© military force for ſome time, as the colleQions in the reſt of 
© the Pergunnahs are made as faſt as can be expeCted, confider- 
© ing the dearth of rain, and ſcanty firſt crop the lands-have of 
* courſe produced, | Lord lt 1 
© It is at preſent utterly impoſſible for me to determine, with 
_ © any degree of accuracy, what amount I ſhall be able to remit 
_ © in| the courſe of, the preſent year, in liquidation of his Excel- 
© lency's demands on the Nabob Mozuffer Jung. But, con- 
« ſidering to how trifling/ a ſum the colleQions of Farruckabad, 
© for the laſt three years, amounted, the late want of rain, and 
< the neceſflity of leaving in the hands of the Nabob, his family, 
© and numerous relations and followers, at leaſt a maintenance, 
© I ſhould conceive the ſum ſpecihed in his Excellency theV izier's 
_ ...© aſſignments exceeds by much that which I ſhall be able to 
* remit, I can only ſay, that no effort ſhall, on my part, be 
© wanting 'to render the Jatter as conſiderable as poſſible. I 
© ſhall in all probability be able to form an opinian upon the ſub- 
© ject with greater preciſion in. the courſe of a few days, when 
© | propoſe going to Lucknow. In the interim, a copy of the 
« Kiſt Bundie of any former year would, I conceive, be the beſt 
© guide that could þe found in forming one for the preſent ; as 
< it cannot well be expected, conſidering my ſhort reſidence in 
< this place, the preſent ſtate of the country, &c. that any con- 
© fiderable increaſe of this year's revenue will be poſkible, 
© Incloſed. you will be pleaſed to receive bills of exchange, 
« amounting to twenty thouſand rupees, in part payment of 
'< the Nabob Mozuffer Jung's tribute to his Excellency the 
« Vizier, WS 
© I have the honour to be, 
| « dit, Ke. - 


< Curſance, _<GEORGESHEE: 
15th D:c. 1780, 4 


« To 
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k © To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſq. 
© Sir, | 
© I have the honour to incloſe bills of exchange, amounting 
© to Lucknow rupees 33,006. 14. on account his Excelleney 
* the Vizier's aſſignments to the Honourable Company on Far- 
© ruckabad. 
<© Farruckabad, © I am, Sir, &c. 


© 19th January 1781, *G. SHEE. 
« To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire. 


< Sir, | T-'S 
« I have the honour to incloſe you bills of exchange for 
* twenty thouſand Lucknow Sicca rupees, on account his Ex- 
« cellency the Vizier's aſſignments on Farruckabad, 
DI” © I have the honour to be, 
© Farruckabad, 6 Sir, &c, "x 
© 17th February 1781. 5G SHEE. 


F < To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſq. 
< dir, 

© Incloſed you will pleaſe to receive bills of exchange for 
* twenty thouſand rupees, on account his Excellency's aflign- 
© ments to the Honourable Company on Farruckabad, + 
« Farruckabad, | £ I am, Sir, &c. 


© 23d March 1781. *< GEORGE SHEE.” 
« To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire. 


« Sir, .: | 
_ © Incloſed you will pleaſe to receive bills of exchange on 
© Lucknow, amounting to twenty-five thouſand rupees, which 
« ] requeſt you will pals to the credit of my collections, 
____ © Farruckabad, : 6 T'am, Sir, &c. 
© gth April 1781. | «<GEORGE SHEE.” 


© To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire. | 
- -$. Bir | arcs 5 
© Incloſed you will pleaſe to receive thirty thouſand rupees in 
© bills of exchange on Lucknow, on account of his Excellency's 
$* affignments to the Honourable Company on Farruckabad. 


* Farruckabad, ? © I am, Sir, &c. 

£ 30th April. «<GEORGE SHEE-” 
© To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, Colletor General, &c. 

VEE « Lucknow. | 

< Sir, 


6 I have the honour to incloſe bills of exchange on ey 
: | « for 
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© for half a lack of rupees, for which I requeſt you will pleaſe 
© to give credit to the colleions under my chatge, | 
© I have the honour to be, Sir, 
£ Your moſt obedient, and. 


© Farruckabad, © moſt humble ſervant, ' 
.< 20th May 178r: Vis gned) GEORGE SHEE. 
6 Collector of the Vizier's Aſſignments at F arruckabad, , 


-© To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſq. ColleRor General, &c, 
£ Lucknow. 
« Sir, 

© T had the Kenan to addreſs vou on the 20th ultimio, In= 

© cloſing bills of exchange for fifty thouſand rupees, on account 

© the colle&ions under my charge. "The intention of my pre- 
© ſent addreſs is ſolely to cover a remittance of forty-ſix thou- | 

© ſand two hundred and ninety-three rupees two annas, on the 
Y lame account. 

- + T have the honour to be; I, 

c Farruckabad, « Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
© the 16th June 1781. ©* (Signed) GEORGE SHEE. 
« Coll. 2 the Vizier' S Alkgnments on F ps ; 


© To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, 
e Sir, 
© Some thieves having] broke into Lieutenant Hutchinſon $ 
© Bungalow here a few nights ago, and robbed him, te diſ- 
6 patched Hircarrahs in queſt of them, who came up with them 
< in Farruckabad, where they had been detefted in the ſame 
« praQtices, and where a crowd had aſſembled round them. One 
© of the thieves in the ſcuffle dropt a white chillumchee, 
< belonging to Lieutenant Hutchinſon, which his Hircarrahs 
© knowing, they immediately called for afiſtance, when four 
« fellows, who had committed the robbery, were apprehended and 
© confined in a guard/which Mr. Shee the ColleQtor mounts in 
< Farruckabad. 
« As I underſtand this gentleman is under your orders, [ re- 
© queſt you will be pleaſed to inform me, as ſoon as poſlivle, 
'« whether he is inveſted with the government of that city, and 
« with the excluſive power there, as it would ſeem. by his letter 
s to-Captain Serymgcour, in reply to.a note which he had ſent | 
«* him by my direction (a copy of which correſpondence L have the 
.» YEW to-incloſe. you), that he conſiders himſelf in this light, by 
s declaring that he has guards there, and that he ſhould not have 
£ delivered up the priſoners, had they fill been in his cuſtody 3 
« his exception to Captain Serymgeor's note is certainly without 
« reaſon, and his anſwer to it very improper, 
24:1 wiote':to. tbe Nabob, of 'Farruckabad; requeſting _ 
« wou 


0H. 


e would deliver up the priſoners in queſtion ; but he declines it, 
« through apprehenſion of the ColleCtor, and declares he has ng 
power to put bis orders in execution : as this is the caſe, I ſhall 
© not take the priſoners per force out of his jail, but ſhall arder 
« a detachment of ſuficient {ſtrength to take poſt in the city, for 
« the purpoſe of apprehending perſons accuſed of crimes com- 
© mitted in cantonments ; and the officer commanding this de- 
* tachment will have my orders to perform his duty, whatever 
« oppoſition he may meet with, and from whatever quarter it 
£ comes. I have informed the Nabob of Farruckabad, that all 
« perſons committing crimes in Farruckabad, ur the ſurroundin 
£ diſtricts (not being Sepoys or followers of the camp) ſhould be 
« delivered up on his application ; and that I expe& he will pay 
« the ſame attention to my application to him, it being neceſſary, 
« for tit ſake of example, that criminals ſhould, if poſlible, be 
£ puniſhed on the ſpot where the crime was committed, | 

* As I conlider Mr, Shee as being under your orders, I ſhall 
© take no ſtep therefore towards ſending troops into the city, 
* till I receive your anſwer to this letter, I was given to under- 
« ſtand, that Mr, Shee was only to be conſidered as a ColleQor, 
© and that the Government and executive power were veſted in 
© the Nabob; but it appears, that Mr. Shee conſiders all the 
© officers of Goyernment as under his direction, and iſſues his 
+ orders to them as ſuch, and that the Nabob of Farruckabad 
© alſo receives his orders, I requeit you will give him directions 
© to deſiſt from any interference with the Government of the city, 


© the near neighbourhood of which renders it a very convenient 


* aſylum for all perfons guilty of crimes in theſe cantonments. 
< The Governor General being inveſted with the ful] powers 
© of Government, during his abſence from the Preſidency, 1 
© ſhall rake occaſion to ſtate this matter to him, when I have the 
* honour of ſeeing him; but the poſting troops in the city will 


© depend on your anſwer, 


« Head Quarters, - +1 am; ce. 


+ Futty Ghur, Augult itt. « JOHN CUMMING. 
«£ To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, Reſident at Lucknow. 


© Sir, | 
© ]n obedience to the commands of the Honourable the Go- 
© vernor General, | beg leave to ſend, accompanying this, an 
* account of my collections and diſburſements, to the time of 
© my removal from office ; alfo ſuch other papers as were In 
* my poſſeſſion regarding the Vizier's aſſignments on Farruck- 
6 abad, agreeable to the following lift. 
6 I have the honour to be, 
© Lucknow, *: Sir, | 
© 6th December 1781," Your molt obedient ſervant, 


© 4a tare 


« (Signed) GEORGE SHEE.” 
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| © 40 Farmers bonds, as per particular liſt, 

| < Jumma Wauſflool Baukey, for 1187. 

| < Ditto _ —_ for 1188, 

«© Ditto — — for 1189. 

< 14 Shroffs Rookas, for Rs 8137. 

< Attelted copies of each Farmer's Phurd Wuflool, ſigned and 
< ſealed by him, ſpecitying the exact ſum he has paid me tg 
< 'the time of my removal. 

< Paper explaining the Phurd W uflools, 

< Ditco explaining the bonds. 

< The Aumil Decpchund's Wauſlool Baukey, 2 papers 

« Wauflaulath of the Purgunnahs of Cumpull, Caimgunge, 
« Sawar, Puttially. | | 


< Hyſab Jumma Khurtch between the Vizier and the Col- 
< lector. | 

< Ditto between the Nabob Murzuffer Jung and the ColleQor, 

« Jumma Wautflſool Baukey of the Vizier's demands and re- 
© ceipts from Farruckabad. | 

* Atteſted copy of the Nabob Murzuffer Jung's Naib's De- 


« claration regarding the adjuſtment of the Farmers ac- 
© counts.” 


< To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, Refident at the Vizier's 
| 4 ourte 
6 DIC, | 


© I beg leave to ſend you with this two elephants, which were 
© received by a former Sizawa] of Farruckabad, from one of the 
* Aumils, as a ſecurity for a balance due by him of hve thouſand 
* rupees. Finding the recovery of this ſum impracticable, | 
* thought it adviſeable to bring with me the elephants ; and 1 
< beg you will be pleaſed to credit my collections for their 
© amount. L 
| © I have the honour to be, Sir, 
E Lucknow,  * Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


| © Joth December 1781, * (Signed) GEORGE SHEE. 


* To MNVINE] Middleton, Efq. Reſident at the Vizier's Courts 
c Or, | 
< | have been honoured with the receipt of your letter, dated 
the 14th ultimo, direQting that I tranſmit you every authentic 
information 1 can give on the ſubject of the late Rajah Cheit 
Sing's intrigues at Farruckabad ; alſo, that I acquaint you of 
the ſtate of that country, and diſpoſition of its inhabitants, 
during the late rebellion at Benares. 
© In obedience to your command, | beg leave to inform you, 
that though I bad it not in my power, at the period to which 
you allude, to intercept any letter from the rebel Cheit ding 
+ to the Nabob of Farruckabad, or by other means to obtain 
: Fu 6 any 
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© any document on which to found a poſitive charge of diſaf- 
© feftion, againſt any particular individual of note, I had till 
© erounds ſufficient'to produce in my mind the moſt poſitive 
« conviction, that a large body of Patans, impatiently waiting a 


« favourable opportunity to join any power hoſtile to the Com=- 
« pany or adverſe to his Excellency the Vizier. 


« For near three weeks, the town of Morva Place, diſtant 


© about ten coſs from Farruckabad, has exhibited a continued 


_ © ſcene of warlike preparation. —During this period, I repeatedly 
« ſent perſons, on whoſe veracity I could rely, to obtain intelli- 


© gence regarding the object propoſed by ſuch armament ; and 
« the information I uniformly received was, that the Nabob 


« Murzuffer Jung had privately ordered ſeveral Patan Chiefs to . 


© collect their followers, and hold themſelves in readineſs to Join 
© his ſandard at a moment's warning.—l was more inclined to 


_ © give credit to this intelligence than I otherwiſe ſhould have 


© been, from a circumſtance | have already had the honour to 
© communicate to you, namely, the Goſain Ilimut Bahadur, 
* and a perfon of the name of Maharban Kan, formerly Naib 
« to Murzuffer Jung, having ſeparately written letters, the ori- 
« ginals of which are in my poſleflion, to an Aumil of note in 
© the country of Farruckabad, enjoiningihim, in the moſt prefi- 


. © ing terms, to prepare magazines of grain and other neceflaries 


« for an army, which they aſſured him would accompany th-m, 
© in the courſe of a very few days, into his the Aumil's Pur- 


© gunnas, from the country of Nudjiff Cawn ; and directing 


© him, on no pretence, to pay any part of his revenues to an 

«* perſon whatever, previous to their arrival, Were the Nabob 
« Murzuffer Jung polleſſed of judament ſufficient to diſtinguiſh 
* right from wrong, or to determine between that line of poli- 
* tical conduct which tended to the advancement of his intereſt, 
« and that likely to cauſe his ruin, I ſhould not conceive a poſh - 


« bility of his entering into correſpondence with the enemies of 


© thoſe by whoſe protection he exiſts; but, when his natural 
< weakneſs is conſidered, the perpetual courſe of debauchery and 


© diflipation in which he lives, and the corruption and baſenefs 


« of the perſons by whoſe counſels he is ruled, I muſt confeſs, 


© there is no act of folly, political or private, I ſhould think too 


« great in degree for him to perform. 
| * 1 have the honour to be, 
< Farruckabad, « Sir, © 


< 18th November I78I. © Your moſt obedient ſervant, | 
* (Signed) GEORGE SHEE? 


© To Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's 
« QIr, 


© I haye this day been honoured with your letter of the 224 
L 2 | © infant... 
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© inſtant, Agreeable to your ordets, I ſhall march for Farryc. 
© kabad, and halt at Futty Ghur, until I receive further jq. 
© ſtructions. 

© I ſhall begin my march,. immediately upon my being joined 
© by the two companies at Sumroota, croſs the Ganges at Dal. 
© mow, and take the route of Corah, Chychindy, and near by 

< Kenoge, as it is the beſt route for guns, and of conſequence 
© the ſhorteſt. As part of my ammunition is damaged, 1 would 
© beg aletter from you to Colonel Morgan, to have ſerviceable 
© ammunition ſent me to Chychindy, in lieu of it, for which [ 
© ſhall indent, that I may not be detained. 

© 1 have the honour to be, 


« Oir, 
< Your, &c. 4 
© Camp, near Peernagur, *©* (Signed) THOs, SCOTT, 
* 25th Auguſt 1752, < Major 3d Reg. Sepoys, 


« Camp, near Peernagur, 28th Auguſt 1782, 
« vir, 
© T have the honour to inform you, that being joined by the 
© companies | had at Sumroota, I leave Peernagur with my de- 
© tachment this night. | þ 
« I have the honour to be, Sir, 
< Your's, &c. 
© (Signed) THOs SCOTT), Major, 
* Commanding a detach. 2d Brigade. 
© To Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, 
© Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


s To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's 
« Court, Lucknow, 
© Dir, 
< ] acquainted Mr. Johnſon of my having left the detachment, 
© and proceeded by Dawk to Cawnpore, to have a ſupply of am- 
* munition in place of what I had damaged, and which was 
© abſoJutely necellary to have. | 
* T hedetachment will be at Chychindy to-morrow morning 3 
« every thing will be in readineſs for them by the 12th, and | 
« ſhall march them from that the ſame night, by the route of 
« Surajapore, Muckenpore, &c. to Futty Ghur. | was juſt now | 
« acquainted by Major Mac Donald of your being at Lucknow, 
© or would have done myſelf the honour to have addreſled you 
* on my arrival. | 
« ] have the honour to be, 
6 Dir, 
« Your, &c. : 
(Signed) © THOs SCOTT, Major 
© Cawnpore, « Commanding a detach, 2nd Brigade. 
© the 10th September 1782, | 


« Camp 


( 85 ) 

. © Camp near Farruckabad, Sept. 22d, 1582. 
« 8ir, 
© I have heen honoured with your letter of the 19th inſtant 
£ and ſhall, if there appears any danger of oppoſition to the Seza- 
« wal and his Dewan, remain a few. days longer, and afterwards 
« proceed, agreeable to your inſtructions, through Berelly, to 
« Cazan Ally Khan, collector of the diftrits in Rohilcund, 

© I was reached upon, the day after my arrival, by Subkt 
« Ulla Khan; and gave him my advice, to comply with 
© the orders ſcent him. I as yet have not ſeen Ray Harranund, 
* nor Mahomed Seyed Khan, from which I conclude they have 
© no danger of oppoſition to their meaſures; as if they had, I 


© make no doubt they would have been with me ſome days ago, 


« and paid me every mark of attention : when I ſee them, L 


| © ſhall be better able to judge how matters are, and aQt accord» 


© Ingly. | 
© I have the honour to be, Sir, 
© 'To Nath!. Middleton, + © Your's, &c, 
« Efqr. Reſid: at the © (Signed) 'THOs. SCOTT, 


« Court of the Vizier, _- © Major Commanding,” 


« Major Thomas Scott to Mr, Middleton, | 
c Sir, Rn yy 
© At the requeſt of the Sezawal and his Dewan, I have agreed 


© to remain here until I have your anſwer, They think they are 


© not in ſafety, if I ſhould march from this ; but, as ſo many 


_ © battalions are ſaid to be upon their road here, 1 think 1 may 
E with ſafety leave this; and the buſineſs, at all events, will be 


« eaſily tranſacted when the troops arrive. 
© I have the honour to be, Sir, 
< Your's, &c. 


? 


I 


« Camp near Farruckabad, © (Signed) THOs SCOTT.” 


* 25th Sept. 1782, _ 


© To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, Reſident at the Court of 
© the Vizier. | 
6 Sir, 7 


_ © 1 have the honour of your letter.of the 29th. Sept. and ſhall, 


«© agreeable to your orders, remain at this place, and afford ſuch 
« aſſiſtance to the Sezawal as he may deem requiſite, until ] re- 
« ceive your further orders. oy CO ALDN ? 

© It appears, from what [can learn, that the demands of the 
© Sezawal will not be complied with unleſs force is'uſed ; and, 


* from the diſpoſition of the country, and the Patans in Farruc- 


© kabad, it muſt be uſed with caution, otherwiſe the Sezawal and 


© his 
3 
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© his Dewan would be cut off before they could be afliſted from 
© my canip. 
© I have the honour to be, 
© Dir, 
© Your, &c. 


'© Camp. near Farruckabad, * (Signed) THOs SCOTT, 


< iſt October, 1782,” « Major Coms,” 
5 2.0 © Camp near Farruckabad, 6th Oftober 1582, 


< To Nathaniel Mean: Eſquire, Reſident at the Court of 


« the Vizier. 

q Sir, - 
© T have ſeen Herranun, but it is ſeveral days ago ; neither 
do I know from him nor Mahomed Seyed Khan, any thing 
of their tranſactions ; but from other channels, I have learned 
as much as induces me to believe, that Meer Subkr Ulla is 
colleing more people ; he has now more than 1500, moſtly 
Patans, about his houſe, where'he remains ſhut up ; he uſed 
© frequently to come to my camp, but of late has not. 

© The attendants of the Sezawal and the Naib's people are 
© daily quarrelling ; I expect therefore, hourly, there will be a 
© diſturbance in Farrackabad, and ſhould be glad to receive 
< your inſtructions. 


«< The ftreets are narrow, houſes high, and of flone | in brick, 


A a a 8 a 


© and gateways ſeveral within the town. The houſe that the 


© Naib Meer Subkt Ulla is now in is Jarge, and well incloſed, 

© on which the 6 Pounder, I intended carrying for field ſer- 
© vice, would have no impreſſion; I ſhould be happy that a 
* couple of 12 or 18 pounders were ſent me, with ſuffitientam- 


'< munition and people for them, from Lucknow, which would 


© place me in a ſituation that I could aſſert, and open myſelf a 
© way, if occaſien required it. "There are iron 18 pounders 
5 that I brought up to Sujah UlI Dowlah in, the Rohilla cam- 
x paign, which are good, and would anſwer all purpoſes. 

« As I am, ſhould Subkt Ulla Khan, the Naib, commence 

an attack, and keep in the town, my tuation would bevery 
© awkward indeed, 

© I have the honour to be, 
| « Sir, your, &c. 
© (Signed) _ THO. SCOTT, Major, 


c Commanding at F RN Ibad ; 


s To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, Reſident at the Court of 


p the Vizier, 
< 5Ir, 


© Since I did myſelf the honour to addreſs you lat, every 
© think is ſettled here : the former Naib, Subkt Ulla Khan, 


_ © has left the country, and the people he had colleRed diſperſed; 


© and, as Mahomed Sud Khan, the Sezayul, acquaints me he 
& © has 


tt ) 


s has no further occaſion for affiſtance, T ſhall be happy to be 
* honoured with your orders reſpecting my marching, or re- 
F maining here, | 
© I have the honour to be, 
« dir, your very, &c. &c. 
« Camp near Farruckabad, © (Signed) 'THOs. SCOTT, 
© 20th October 1782.” * Major Commanding. 


s To the Honourable Board. 
< Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

© I have been duly honoured with your letter of the 22nd 
£ ultimo, appointing Mr. George Shee, in the place of the na- 
« tive Sezawal, to colle& the Vizier's aſſignment to the Com« 
© pang on the Nabob of Farruckabad. 

« Mr. Shee having been ſome days arrived, has received my 
© inſtruct ons, and the neceffary papers and informations, to fulfil 
* the intentions of his appolatment, and will ſet off for Farruc- 
F kabad this evening. | 

* It having always been cuſtomary for the Nabob ta grant a 
£ Perwannah on a new appointment of this kind, I yeſterday 
* waited upon his Excellency with Mr. Shee, and informed him 
« that Mr. Shee had waited on him to take his leave, to proceed 
« to his appointment, and that I requeſted he would give his 
6 Perwannah. His Excellency anſwered, that the 'Tuncaw was 
given to the Company, and that the appointment was at my 
« diſpoſal, but declined giving the Perwannah. 

e Lucknow, « | am with reſpec, &c. &c.- 

'$ 17th June 1780,” + (Signed) C. PURLING., 


£ To the Honourable Board. 
« Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

s As difference of opinion baving ariſen between Mr, Shee 
+ 2nd me, concerning Mozufter Jung's annual deputation of a 
perſon to the Nabob Vizier, in order to adjuſt the accounts of 
the paſt, and the demand for the enſuing year, | beg leave to 
tranſmit you our correſpondence on this ſubject, and hope you 
will be pleaſed to ſignify your determination thereon. 
« Mr. Shce has defired I will likewiſe tranſmit you a correſ- 
pondence concerning a recommendation I made to him for 
© the acceptance of a propoſal from Almas Ally Khaun, and 
the reduction of the Fort of Nedouly,”in the province of Far- 
« ruckabad, fs 6 | 

© I am with reſpect, 
< Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
< Lucknow, © Yours, &c. &c, 


« October 7th, 1780, ©* (Signed). C, PURLING,” 
| 7. © To 
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* To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, 
6. tC. br, WE: 
© Yr, E: 

© T have herewith the honour to ſubmit to you, an account 
© of my current claims for the preſent year upon the Nabob 
£ Vizier, amounting to R* 40,99,882, for which amount [I 
< have received afgnments, as per the inclofed lift, for Rs 
£ 576,38,114, in which I have been neceſſitated to include the 
Nabob's demand for the current year upon Farruckabad ; and 
as his Excellency has now totally withdrawn his Sezawool 
from the collection of it, as well as every interference whatever, 
I beg I may be honoured with your inſtructions, whether My- 
zuffer Jung is to pay the amount at the Preſidency, or, as 
< uſual, ro me. Ehvragur is in the ſame predicament, the 
< Vizier having no authority over the preſent Aumil; the reſt [ 


© have little doubt of receiving. For the large balance now due 


< from the Nabob, I am piven ſtrong hopes of receiving Aﬀetts 
< from the funds expected by the recovery of the Nabob's pater- 


' £ nal eſtate, hitherto withheld by his mother, but which he has 


< now demanded. The reſult is yet in ſuſpence ; as ſoon as any 
< certainty of the grounds of this expeCtation can be determined, 
© and may come to my knowledge, I ſhall not fail to impart it 


* © to you. 


« The new-regulation of reſuming the Jaghires is carrying into 
© execution in every part of theſe extenſive provinces, and, when 
* effeted, will afford a very material increaſe in the Nabob's 
© revenues. | 

< The order of 7 Jacks upon them could not be increaſed this 
« year, as, before the ſeizure can be compleated, the colleQtions 
< upon the firſt crop will be over; beſides which, many of the 


© Tagherdars having ftrong family claims upun the Nabob, he 


© has been obliged to aſſign ready money payment in lieu of the 
5 rents of the lands, | 
© T have the honour to be, &c. &c, 
© Lucknow, - (Signed) NATHE, MIDDLETON.' 
© the 3oth December 1781, | 


--CEXIRACT of a Letter "WES Nathl. Middleton to the Ho- 


© nourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, and the 
< Members of the Supreme Council, Fort William, dated 
<. Lucknow, the 7th September, 1782. 


< Upon the 6th article, the Honourable Board have anticipated | 


© my reply, by adverting to what they conjetture may bave been 
< the caule of the total failure in the collections from Farruc- 
< kabad, which was, as they have jultly ſuppoſed, an improper 


\ © advantage taken by Murzufter Jung of the mediation ems» 


« ployed with the Nabob Vizier in his behalf. T have chere- 


© fore, immediately upon receipt of your orders, wHherInh 
| | 6a 
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all mediation and interference which flood between the Nabob 
Vizier and the collection of his tribute from Farruckabad, and 
afforded him the affiſtance direted, by ſending a regiment to 
ſupport the Sezawal appointed by his Excellency for the col- 
leEtion of the tribute of the enſuing year, and have added m 


ſeven and half Jacks, firſt above-mentioned, upon the tribute 
and balances due to the end of the current year ; and as I have 
anticipated the ſucceſs of this truſt, by raiſing this amount 
among the other balances, as above ſtated, I have the fatis- 
faction to reflect that the Honourable Board will not even feel 
the inconveniency ariſing from the delay that the mediation in 
favour of Murzuffer Jung has occaſioned. 

« It may be proper to explain, that the exceſs of diſburſements 
beyond the eſtimated amount, has ariſen from two cauſes—the 
firſt was, that the troops of Futty Ghur, and Mr, Viomb- 
well's office and eftabliſhment, received their pay and allow- 
ances beyond the date ſtipulated by treaty (upon which the 


_ eſtimate was made) becauſe the Nabob's finances not bein 


adequate -to the immediate diicharge of their baJances, and 
this being a previous condition of the treaty, their pay and 
uſual diſburſements went on, unti] they could be fully paid up. 
—Secondly, the army debts were rated in the eſtimate at five 
lacks, and have in the reſult much exceeded that ſum, which 
unavoidably cauſed the diverſion of allets to that channel, 
which were exprels]y granted and intended for other purpoſes, 
— This unforeſeen accumulation of the army debts, and the 
preference which it was my duty to ſhew to the Honourable 


Company's claims, have neceſſarily retarded the payment of 


the late Vizier's promiſed donation to the 2d brigade, which 
1 hope will meet your approbation, as that ſum, as well as 
the fourteen Jacks unliquidated of the Honourable Company 's 
new claim, will be an eaſy proviſion with the current demands 


of the enſuing year, the full amount of which I have not a 
daubr of being able to realize. 


© I am willing to flatter w.yſelf, that, under your indulgence, 


I ſhall appear 10 have acquitted myſelf of the reſponſibility an= 


nexed to my office, your public teſtimony upon which I am 


the more anxious to merit, as the many unforeſeen and un- 
common. obſtacles which have occurred in the courſe of this 


year, rendered me apprehenſive, that the effects of my exer- 


tions might fall ſhort of your expecations. 
6 I have the honour to be with great reſpe, 
s Honourable Sir, and oirs, 
© Your moſt obedient humble fervant, 
© Lucknow, « (Signed) NATH*®, MiDDLETON. 
the 7th September 1782. 
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E To Mr, John Briſtow, Reſident at the Court of the Nabob of 
« Oude, 


© Sir, 

© We have received intelligence from the Nabob Muzuffer 

© Tung, at Farruckabad, that he has been deprived of authority, 
and reduced to great indigence and diſtreſs, by the knavery «f 
his ſervants, an by the means of Monickram, late Banian to 
Major Polier : that about ten weeks ago he diſpatched his Va. 
ke, Subjutula Cawn, with letters repreſenting his ſituation, 
addrefſed to this Board ; and ſome original Sunnuds which had 
been granted by the King to his anceſtors ; but his Miniſter 
Mahurbaun Cawn, who keeps him under great conſtraint, 
deteing the charge intruſted to his Vakee], cauſed him, 
through the treachery of the ſaid Monickram, to be thrown 


and it is ſuppoſed, that by the ſame means he has got poſſeſſion 
of the Sunnuds and papers from the Vakeel. We defire you 
will immediately enquire into the truth of the circumſtances 
above related, anw obtain from the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah an 
order for the releaſe of the-Vakeel, with a paſſport from him 
< to proceed to this Preſidency. 
« We are, Sir, 
© Your humble ſervants, 
© (Signed) © WARREN HASTINGS, 
| | © ]J. CLAVERING, 
< Fort William, < GEO. MONSON, 
© 29th Nov. 1775. RICH» BARWELL, 
| « Þ, FRANCIS.” 
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£ To Mr. Charles Purlins, Refident at the Court of the Nabob 
« of Oude, 
Wy ff | E 

© The Nabob Muzzuffer Jung, of Farruckabad, having fie- 
« quently complained to this Government of the hardſhips and 
« indignities to which he is ſubjeed by the conduR of the ,vi- 
© zauwol ſtationed in his country for the purpoſe of Teceiving 
© the annual tribute, which he is bound by treaty to pay to the 
© Subah of Oude, and which has invariably conſtituted a part of 
« the funds aſſigned by his Excellency for the liquidation of the 
« public demands of the Company upon him ; and thinking it 
« incumbent on us to uſe ſuch means as- occur to us to be mok 
« expedient to his relief, we have thought proper to appoint Mr. 
< George Shee, one of the civil ſervants of the Company, in tht 
« piace of the native Sizauwo), to collet the Vizier's aflign- 
* ment to the Company on the Nabob of Farrackabad, with thc 
* ſame allowances, eftabliſhment, and powers, that have been 
* given to the ſaid Sizauwol. Mr. George Shee has been direQed 
« to procced with all poflible expedition to Lucknow ; on Þ X 

6 arrly 


into confinement, by order of the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowla; 


A aA aA aA _ AA _A Aa 


, a & a aa WW. A &.; a 


Q $nAqA 2a Aa 


Q #5 


'( 91 ) p 


* © arrival at which place, we delire you will inveſt him with the 
© charge of the office to which we have appointed him, and give 
_ © him ſuch inſtruQtions for his condutct in the diſcharge of it as 
s you may think neceſlary. 
© We are, Sir, 
© Your obedient humble ſervants, 
« (Vgned) * WARREN HASTINGS, 
« Fort William, « P, FRANCIS, 
£ the 22d May, 1780, « EDW»> WHELER.” 


6 To Mr, George Shee, Colleftor of the Company's Aſfizn- 
ments, &c. Farruckabad, 
0 Bits. | 

© Your ſervices in the colle&tion of the Company's alignments 
< on the diſtrict of Farruckabad being no longer required, you 
< will be pleafed to make over your accounts to the Reſident at 
< the Court of the Nabob Vizier, and repair to the Preſidency, 

=. 6 Chunae, © ] am, Sir, 
© 23d September 178r. £ Your moſt obedt ſervant, 

« (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS,” 


£ To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 
£ Lucknow. | 
« Sir, 

© I have annulled the office of Collefor of the Company's 
* Aſſignments at Farruckabad, and directed Mr. Shee, the Col- 
_ © Iector, to repair to Lucknow and ſettle his accounts with you, 
* for which you will give him proper diſcharges when adjuſted. 
< The Nabob Muzuffer Jung having acquainted me with his 
apprehenſions of being called to Lucknow, in order to anſwer 
the demands of the Vizier upon him for tribute, &c. and hav- 
ing repreſented the diſgrace and indignity to which he ſhould 
be ſubjeed by that meaſure, I deſire that you will urge the 
Miniſter not to exact the perſonal attendance of the Nabob for 
adjuſting of theſe claims, but to admit of their being fettled by 
ſuch perſon as he ſhall depute for that purpoſe. 
< The injuries and indignities which the Nabob, Mozuffer 
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now, refle& highly on the humanity and good faith of the 


 odium which has attended ſuch treatment, fince it is a matter 
of public notoriety, that unremitting application, fince the 
year 1776, has been made by the Nabob Mozufter jung, for 
the interpoſition of our good offices towards alleviating his 


not appear that the Vizier has the ſmalleſt claim of ſovereignty 
over Mozuffer Jung, or right to exerciſe authority of any kind 
over his perſon or dominions. No pretence is made of his 

M 2 6 haying 
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Jung has for a ſeries of years ſuſtained from the Court of Luck- | 


Vizier z nor is our Government entirely exempted from the 


diſtrefſes. From the treaties ſubliſting between them, it does 


Led . —_ ao—dectigs- an-0 SY you! < G—_ ea <A - 
MEE et ee RG te LT ROT 4 as, ace. er FIR ID 


d, A 
LHETI 
TY Ul 
- , 
'v 
] : 
i ' ; 
{1 
* £ 
: 
; | 
. 
| | ſ 
it © 
1; 
t [ 
+ YES 
p Y 
: $ 
[13 
4 , vo 
T8118 
p, : 
7! ;, TE © 
xi? j 
+» 
[© 'P of 
3 .'S 
: 11 | 
: 1 4 pn 
: [ 
dl 
{4 
| 4 
: if \ | 
: ; | | 
i" | 
: : \ 
: : 
: S 
31 Lv 
TH 
y 
1 ig 
i 
4 1:27 
fy j 
WTR 
if | 
F324 TTY 
' 365 
*; 17 a 
' : T 
; = 
fig © i 
6 | 
"1 I: 
(300 | 
2 : h 
11 2 : 
5 F r 
4 4 : p 
*Y 4 
is 
- 
' 
(34 0961 
' 4 
j 1 
+1 
'S | f! ? 
' 
" : 
'T Þ [ 
{ -P 
T i 3 l 
L , \F 1 P : 
L016 B17 
: . Fe ; 
al ; 
4+ 
fo} g ?k 
. - 
ts 6 
+ : : 
4 : 
: . 9! 
' 
: > 
v0 | 
tis} 
' 
: ' : b 
L | 
X EF. YR 
| Fm ' 
© v 
"= 
. Fp. : 
il "9% 
104 
4 ' : 'S. 
af i 
: : : 
” 
' : | 
: 4 i F; 
\ 
in 1 4 
" & a! 
' | l 
Ih 4 | 
4 : . l 
« Et : | 
4 - ; 
« 4 
l 
"I'S | 
l 11 
> BY 
bi 4 | i 
y [2 
if 4 
* 4 Y, v.F 
” I 
| ' oF 
o f ; 
EE : p 
' IL 7 | 1} 
” hf it1 
; FA Mi 
3» 
Fi S 
0173 Bo 
i 3 
: T 
s * 
; : 


4 = _ Jn ” n bo ———_ 
——— SO RE AER” ee SIO TIN nngnn 


PR ——_— - 
- —__— — —- — _ pe _ - - —_ 
mg be Cre er 5 a 
"IO -- Wu __ rms re ae" : . ry "s 9 aſa 
= 4 "4 *, TS Is Eat bl" —_ Fa . b "a, 
»Y ” —- ” _ n -—- 


5 » ” = * 
LOI DE i AO GI EEE EI EAT ye ET ECL LL TICS ou i w—__ —_—_— m_ —_— — — 
STIR . 
3 
”  —— - - - : » 2” = 
> o ” 
ou "Po. ox = - a. = . 
y - Ld \ DT V7 on, as # — P l 
a a - 
= —_ 9 
-_ &,- -F 4 - - 
io > 
- - _ —_— - I = q- - 
X Vu - " 
, - be - _— = bo 
* 1 I Q 
__—_—— _— _ * PI _ - 


( 92 ) 


C 
_ © having violated his engagements, or of having acted inimically 
_ © towards the Vizier, nor have | heard a ſingle reaſon afligneq 
for the uſurpations committed on his property and indepen. 
dency. When to all theſe con{tderations 1s added, the friendly 
diſpoſition which Ahmud Khawn, the father of Mozuffer Juny, 
manifeſted on ſeveral occaſions towards the Company, I think 
it incymbent upon me to exert the influence of our Govern. 
ment with the Vizier, for the relief and :protetion of Mo. 
zufter- Jung. TI therefore defire that you will uſe ſuch means 
as your ſituation of Reſident affords you, to prevent any fur. 
ther interference of the Vizicr or his Miniſters in the in- 
ternal management of the country of Farruckabad ; but that 
the Nabob be left in the free exerciſe of his undoubted autho. 
thority over his Subahdary, whi)it he continues to execute. with 
fidelity his engagements to tie Vizier. I have written to his 
Excellency to the aboye effect. _ 
| c ] am, dir 
© Benares, © Your molt obedient kymble ſervant, 


November 10th 1581, « (Signed) WARREN HAST: NGS/ 
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Extract of a Letter to Mr; Middleton, 
« We obſerve that you have nor received any part of the ſum 
© expected from Farruckabad, and ae ſurprized that you have 
© not intimated, either in your letters to the Board, or to the 
© Governor Genera}, tne circymſtances which have prevente] 
KS + from receiving any part of the ſum expected from the 
abob Mozufter Juvg , ſhould they proceed from an advantage 
taken by him of our mediation with the, Nabob Vizier, we 
_ © direct that you do immediately afford him efietua] allifiance 
 *.for the recovery of what may .be due to bim from Mozuffer 
* Jung, and exprelsly withdraw all other interference with that 
© Nabob. PE I TEN 
5 fs Ay We are, of RE. 
© Fort William, odour. 
the 11th July 1782. * (Signed) * WARREN HASTINGS, 
- on : +*FEDWo WHELER. 
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Tranſlation of a Letter from the Reſident at the Vizier's Court 
of © to the Nabob of Farruckabag, 
(Aﬀeer the uſual compliments.) _ mn 

© T have received your Jetter* (recapitulates its contents.) 
© The generous and liberal motives which induced the Go» 
vernor General to emplqy the medzjation of the Company be» 
tween the Nabob Vizier and you, are known to the whole 
world, and require from me no explanation. Tr is equally no- 
torious what has been the effect produced by that mediation, 
which, however yau may have underfſtvod it, | am well aitured 
was BCyEr igant to impede, [till lefs wholiy to precluve, the 
| | © collection 
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colleftion of the Nabob Vizier's juſt claims upon you. The 
communications I have received from the Governor General, 
from the firſt to the laſt, reſpecting the nature and object of 
his indulgent mediation in your behalf, have correſponded in- 
variably with my own opinion on that ſubject. In his frft 
letter relative to this matter, he informs me that he has con- 
ſented to exert his endeavours with the Vizier to remove the 
reſtraint and controul which had been Jaid upon you for the 
collection of the tribute, and to prevail on his Excell-ncy to 
receive his dues through your agents, inſtead of employing his 
own, for which purpoſe he had given the neceflary inſtructions to 
Meer Suftoola Cawn, and diſpatched him to the Nabob Vizier 
and myſelf, to adjuſt the accounts depending between you and 
higExcellency, and ſettle the future mode of payment. Fhe 
Vizier moſt readily acceded to the Governor General's wiſhes 
on this point, and his Excellency's agents, and all fort of in- 
terference were in conſequence inſtantly withdrawn : but this 
was done upon the faith of the Governor General's aſſurances, 


that you would take effeual care to prevent a meaſure, which - 


had been adopted ſolely for your relief, from impeding the 
V izier's legal and juft claims; and, agreeably to the intima- 
tion I had from the Governor General, 1 waited patiently the 
arrival of Suftoola Cawn ; but to my utter ſurprize I learnt, 
that inſtead of coming here, as directed, he went {traight' t 
Farruckabad, and publicly declared you abſolved from any fur- 
ther claims of the Vizier, T his being ſo contrary to the Go- 
vernor (eneral's advices and commands to me, that I confidered 
it merely a piece of artifice of Suftoola Cawn's to raiſe his 
own credit and conſequence, and ſuppoſed you, as well as my- 
ſelf, impoſed upon. Upon having repeatedly written to you, 
in conſequence'of the Vizier's claim upon you having become 
a part of the funds afligned for the liquidation of his Excel- 
tency's cngigements to the Engliſh Company, without receiv- 


*ing any explicit or ſatisfaCtory anſwer, and no payments either 


made or ſcemingly intended, I was under the neceflity of re- 
ferring the matter to the conſideration and deciſion of the Go- 


 vernor General ; who, ſeeing the improper advantage which 


had been taken by yoy and your agents of his well-intended 
mediation, to the great prejudice of the Vizier, and the confe- 
quent injury of the Company's engagements with him, thought 
proper to withdraw any further interference between you, and 


to leave the Vizier uncontrouled in the proſecution of his jult 


and reaſonable claims upon you. 

* The Vizier has thereupon been pleaſed to appoint a Sizau- 

wo] for the collection of the balances due from you, as alfo for 

the proviſion of funds for the payment of the enſuing year's 

tribute; and it is proper inform you, that, as before it was 

my duty to uſe eyery means in my power to prevent any iter- 
s tereace 
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| 
© ference with your Government, fo it now becomes incumbens 
© upon me to yield every aſſiſtance I may be able to the Naboh 
© Vizier, to enable him to aflert and recover thoſe rights which 
© the perverſion of an indulgence ſo generouſly procured for you, 
© has hitherto withheld from him. What ſhall I ſay more ? 

* N. B. Mozuffter Jung, inſtead of tendering payment of hig 
© tribute through his own agents, conſtantly denied owing any 
© thing to the Vizier. He and his agents, during the whole 
< year, appear totally to have miſtaken the Governor General's 
« humane interpoſition. 

« The Vizier and his Miniſters, foreſeeing this probable con- 
© ſequence, inſiſted upon the Farruckabad tribute being included 
< among the Company's affignments, as appears in the following 
© extract of a letter from the Refident to the Governor General, 
© dated 3oth December 1781 : 

<6 | have herewith the honour to ſubmit to you an account of 
& my current claims for che preſent year upon the Nabob Viizier, 
© amounting to rupees 70,99,882 ; for which amount TI have 
< received affignments, as per the incloſed liſt, for Rs 76,38,114, 
& in which [/ have been NECESSITATED to tnclude the Nahob's 
& demand for the current year upon Farruckabad; and as his Excel- 
& Jency has now totally withdrawn his Sizauwol from the colleftion of 
& ze, as well as every interference whatever, I beg 1 may be honoured 
&« with your inflrucgtions, whether /Mozuffer Fung is to pay the 
« amount at the Preſidency, or, as uſual, to me —Khyraghur is in 
- © the ſame predicament, the. Vizier having no authority over the 

& preſent Aumil,” | 


/ To report a progreſs, &Cc« 


M I- 


Wa. 


MINUTES, @c. 


Lune, 5% die Martii 1187. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the Articles 
of Charge of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors, 


preſented to the Houſe againſt Warren Haſtings, 


Eſquire, late Governor General of Bengal. 


CAPTAIN THOMAS MERCER called i in, and — 
Were you in Bengal in the year 1781? 
] was, 


Did vou make any offer to any member of the Government of | 


Fort William, to purchaſe the whole of the Company's opium at 
that time in Calcutta ? 

I did. 

On what terms ? 

I cannot exaQtly aſcextain whether it was 370 or 375 current 
rupees per cheſt ; I think it was 375, but I am not certain. 

How much did the whole purchaſe amount to ? 

To the amount of five lacks of rupees, I preſume, or thercaboauts, 
I was told there were 1309 cheſts'; ſo I was informed, 

In what manner did you ofter to pay for it ? 

In ready money. 

Then a member of the Committee produced a letter, which 
being ſhewn to the witneſs; 
He was aſked, 
Is that your hand-writing | ? 
It is; I wrote it yeſterday. 


: Do you recolle& ever having ſpoken to Mr. Francis before this 
ay ? 


7 never did, 


Then the witneſs was direted to withdraw. 
And the ſaid letter was read, and is as followeth : 


« To Philip Francis, Eſq. 
© Sir, 
$ Major Webber having called ſome Fam ſince at my | friend 
« Mr. 
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Mer. Walker's, in Upper Charlotte-ſtreet, to enquire if I was 
returned from Ireland, and Mr, Archdekin having called this 
morning when 1 was from home, and having mentioned to 
Mr. Walker the purport of the former gentleman's viſit, as 
well as of his own, which was to enquire, for your informa. 
tion, whether any poſitive or ſpecific offer had been made by 
me to Mr. Haſtings tor the purchaſe of a conſiderable quantity 
of opium, which was exported on the account and riſk of the 
Company, upon the pretext or ſuppoſition that merchants 
would not buy it as they always had done in the former years, 
and Mr. Archdekin having mentioned the probability of my 
being examined in a few days in the Houſe of Commons 
touching the above bufineſs, I ſhall take the liberty of relating 
in this letter all I know of it, to the end that you may judge 
whether ſuch an examination is of any importance or not, in 
the preſent ftage of Eaſt India buſineſs, 

* When the inutility and monſtrous expence of the little Ben- 
gal ſquadron of little men-of war had fully appeared, and Go- 
vernment thought proper in conſequence thereof to ſell the 
ſ1ips which compoſed it, I became the purchaſer of the ſhin 
called the Reſolution, and having followed no other than the 
trade to the Malay Coaſt and China, and meaning to continue 
it even upon a larger ſcale than heretofore, and to increaſe the 
probability of ſucceſs therein, I thought it expedient to pro- 
ceed to Bombay, to dock and ſheath my ſhip with copper.— 
This being done in Jupe 1781, | arrived in' Bengal in Auguft 
of the ſame year, and had the mortification to be informed by 
my friend Mr. Charles Weſton, that he had not provided any 
opium for me, becauſe (ſaid the honeſt man) it has not been 
this year put up to public ſale, upon a preſuinption that there 
would not be any buyers, and we are told that it is all to be 
exported on the Company's account, and the reafon aſfigned 
for this novelty is, a preſumed want of enterprize in the mer- 
chants to purchaſe, | Wc 
« Upon this occaſion I joked a little with my honeft friend, 
aſking him if any rumours of my death or ſhipwreck had been 
circulated in Calcutta, for without that the Governor and 
Council might preſume there would be at lealt one very conit- 
derable purchaſer, 2 

« My triend Weſton's information, corroborated by the gene- 
ral report of the town, that the opium was this year to be ex- 


* ported on the Company's account, did not ſatisfy me.—l had 
$prepared my ſhip at a large expence for an important voyage 
« —] was willing to buy opium, and would not drop the detign 
« until I ſhould be informed by Government authority that it could 


a 
o 


['Y 


not be effeted. With this view I repaired to Mr. Wheler 
(Mr, V heler at this time, Auguſt 17531, was ating Governor 
General, and Council in bis foie perſon, Mr. Haſtings. being 
| | "5 108 


C903. 


t then beleapuered or beſieged in the fort of Chunar Ghur, in 
« conſequence of his memorable expedition to Benares) and Mr. 
« Wheler informed me, that it had been reſolved to export the 
© opium of that year on the Company's account, and that this 
© reſolution had been taken from an opinion that merchants 
« would not purchaſe as heretofore, —l expreſſed both ſurpriſe 
© and diſappointment.—Surpriſe | becauſe Charles Weſton had 
© an actual commiſſion in his pocket to purchaſe a large quantity 
« for me at whatever might be the market price, and to extend it 
c 
c 
6 
C 
« 
c 
« 
« 


ſtill further and beyond my uſual annual quantity in caſe the 
price was moderate.—Diſappointment | becauſe I had prepared 
my ſhip at a great expence for an opium voyage, and did not 
at that moment know what to do with her..-Mr. W. ſaid he 
was alſo forry, and continuing the converſation, I faw that the 
exportation arrangement had been lately taken, for he (Mir. W.) 
confeſſed, that the ſhip of Mr. Thornhill, which was to carry 
the opium to China, was not then arrived from Bombay. 
« Conceiving from this, that poſſibly the reſolution of Coun- 
cil for exporting the opium on the Company's account was not 
irrevocably taken, I made what I thought a very bold, and 
what ought to haye appeared a very advantageous offer to the 
Company, viz. to buy all the Company's opium then in Cal- 
_cutta, amounting to 1300 Cheſts, and which was deſigned to 
| be exported under the management of Mr. Thornhill, at the 
rate of 375 Current rupees per cheſt; and, as it was well 
known that the Treaſury was at that time perfeAly empty, I 
added, as an inducement, that I would pay the whole pur-_ 
chaſe money down in fix days time, —Mr. Wheler refuſed, but 
in refuſing he ſeemed to think it neceſſary to give reaſons for 
rejecting a propoſition which moſt men would have thought 
exceedingly apropos and convenient for the public emergen=- 
cies ;z—and certainly, vir, his reaſons were ſuch as would not , 
be offered by any one who had obſerved and reflected upon the 
general management of the Company's commercial affairs in 
India ; for example—lIf, ſays he, you expe& to make advan- 
tage by purchaſing this opium, and-exporting it on your own 
account, why ſhould not the Company expect an equal advan=- 
tage upon the exportation of it on their own accounts ? T'o 
which I agreed, provided the Company could find a man to 
ſerve them with the ſame fidelity and induſtry as Thomas 
Mercer would uſe in ſerving himſelf, "There paſſed much 
other converſation between us, and in concluſion he recom- 
mended to me to make my propoſal to the Governor General, 
then at Chunar Ghur.—This I refuſed to de, telling Mr. 
Wheeler that the Governor General would either not anſwer 
my letter, or give an ambiguous and ſhuMing anſwer to it ; 
and I confeſs the laſt term, which is not a very reſpeaful one, 
was purpoſely made uſe of, in order to obſerve the countenance 
] 0 of 
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of Mr. Wheler, and to diſcover whether any of the old ih. 
preflions concerning Mr, Haſtings ſtill remained upon hi; 
mind. His anſwer and his manner both convinced me, that he 
had endeavoured to efface them, —I am ſorry, ſays he, Cay. 
tain Mercer, to hear you expreſs ſuch ſentiments of the (3g. 
vernor General, To which I replied, —-I am a ſimple un. 
fefted man, and have always, throughout my life, ſacrificed tg 
truth, what in many caſes I might have gained by a complai. 
ſance for the paſſions and the foibles of great men, of whoſe weak 
ſides I am not altogether ignorant, having had to do with ſe. 
veral of them in different parts of the world, 

© The audience was now cloſed, after telling Mr. Wheler 
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ing, and would ſend them to him on that day ; obſerving, that 
when they ſhould be permanently fixed upon paper, he would 
be better able to conſider them with the attention which they 
deſerved, | | 
s This being don?, and ſent to Mr. Wheler, I received on 
the next day, either a note in writing, or a meffage (for at 
this diſtance of time I cannot recollet which) defiring to fe 
me; and having attended upon him accordingly, he told me, 
that he was ſorry the Reſolutions of Council could not be re- 
ſcinded ; and, after a pauſe, he diſcovered his chief motive for 
deſiring to ſee me, by aſking, Whether I conſidered my letter 
as a public or a private application ? I anſwered, "That the 
matter of my letter was of public concern ; but that, being per- 
feltly indifferent as to the matter of appearing upon record as 
a large dealer in optum, Þ would leave it to himſelf to do 
with, 1t as he thought proper ; for which he was pleaſed to 
thank me, and I took leave. 
© The above contains the ſubſtance, and in many places the 
very 'words, which paſled between Mr. Wheler and me, 
upon a ſubject which in the iſſue occaſioned a very large loſs 
to the Company. LI had nothing to do with Mr. Haſtings, and 
indeed refuſgd to have any thing to do with him ; forl 
knew his love of novelty, and the exportation of opium to 
China being altogether novel, and attended with hazard, as 
being contraband, I knew enough of his temper to be per- 
ſuaded that he would maintain it with his wonted inflexibility, 
I knew affuredly that the man who negociated with the Berar 
Raja—who continued a war with the Marattas very long after 
he knew of the war with France— who would have given up 
the Northern Circars to the Nizam —and who would have 
ceded to the Dutch a valuable territory for the paltry and per- 
fetly inefficacious afliftance of two thouſand undiſciplined 
Topaſlles, could not be diverted from his purpoſe by any e- 
preſentations which I might make, and therefore I would not 
take the trouble of writing to him ; but I muſt do ag dS 
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« by declaring my belief of his total ignorance of my propoſi- 
« tions to Mr. Wheler, for I believe they were not communicat- 
« ed to him, | 

« ] will not apologize to you, Sir, for the lengthened detail of 
© the opium buſineſs, becauſe I think it wil} not offend you; 
« but I have cauſe to aſk pardon for the intruſion of the greateſt 
« part of this page, as being foreign to it, and unconnected with 
< jt; but it 1s not eaſy to ſuppreſs our indignation, when we 
© hear a man trumpeted forth as the Saviour of India, in whoſe 
« conduct we can ſcarcely diſcern any thing but folly and abſo- 
«© Jute Quixotiſm: ; of which the facts above-mentioned are pal- 
© pable examples, | | 

< Þ have the honour to be, very reſpeAfully, 
. | « Sir, your moſt obedient, humble ſervant, 

< Upper Charlotte THO. MERCER: 

« Street, 4 March, 1787: 


* * 


Mr. WILLIAM b 4 OUNG called in and examined. 


Was you in Bengal in 1731 ? 

I was. 

In what ſituation was you there ? 

I was a covenanted civil ſeryant of the Eaſt India Company, of 
the rank of ſenior merchant. ets 

Had you any concern or intereſt in the performance of a con- 
tract for the proviſion of opium, in the year 1781 ? | 

I had the conducting of the buſineſs of the contra, 

What intereſt. had you in that contract ? 

] was intereſted in the ſucceſs of it. 

To what extent ? 

I undertook the management of it upon certain conditions, and 
if any advantage aroſe from the performance of thoſe conditions, 
that advantage was mine ; or if any loſſes were the conſequence of 
the failure of ſucceſs, thoſe loſſes were mine. 

What were the conditions ? 


| feel ſome difficulty in anſwering that queſtion, becauſe I con- 


ceive 1t ſubjects me to a breach of private confidence ; though 


there is nothing in it, reſpeing myſelf, that I can have any ob- 
jection to communicate to the whole world. I do not refuſe an- 
lwcring the queſtion if the committee infiſt upon my anſwering it, 


Then the queſtion was repeated, and the witneſs was 
; directed to anſwer it, 

The conditions were, the payment of a certain ſumr of mone 
annually, and running all riſks as to the ſucceſs or failure of the 
bulineſs. 

What ſum of money was m_ engaged to pay, and to whom ? 
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I was 6 engaged to pay, 149,000 rupees annually, and alſo to 
10,000 rupees, ſtipulated i in the original contract, to the Eaſt India 
company. 

To whom was the annual payment to be made ? 

To Mr. John Benn, by half yearly inſtalments, 

Who was the original contractor with government ? * 

Ms. Stephen Sullivan. 


What ek had Mr. Benn in the contract, and how did he 
acquire that intereſt ? | 

I know ot no other intereſt than that I have already ftated,—] 
believe by purchaſe of Mr, Stephen Sullivan, as I purchaſed it of 
Mr. Benn. 

What are your grounds for believing that Mr. Deng purchaſed 
it of Mr, Sullivan ? 

I underſtood it ſo from Mr. Benn himſelf. 

WC hat did Mr. Benn give for it? 

I really do not know. 


Was the annual payment you mentioned for the duration of the 
contract ? 


The annual payment that I made was to Mr, Benn. 
For whar period ? ; 


For four years, the term of the oialaal contract, 


Do you know at what time Mr. Sullivan transferred his intereſ 
to Mr, Benn ? 


If dates are meant, I really do not, 
How ſoon after the date of the contract ? 


] ſhould ſuppoſe, ſome time in the month of June, 1781. 
And then the witneſs was dire&ed to withdraw. 


To report a progreſs, &c, 


| 
| 
| 
ll 


MINUTES, @&c. 


Martis, 27* die February 1787. 


COMMITTEE. of the Whole Houſe on the Articles 

 _ of Charge of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors 
preſented to the Houſe againſt Warren Haſtings, 
Eſquire, late Governor General of Bengal. 


NA THANIEL MIDDLETON, Eſquire, being called in; 

And the Order for the Production of all his Letter Books, 
and other Correſpondence in his Poſlefon, relative to the Public 
Afﬀairs of the Province of Oude, and 1 its Dependencies, being read 
to him; 
He was aſked, | 

Have you received that Order ? 

Yes. I have no Correſpondencerelative to the Afairs of Qude, 
but what is contained in 'the Books ] delivered in tu the Com- 
mittee on Friday laſt. 

Do thoſe Books contain the whole Corretponaence upon Public 
Matters during your Reſidency at Oude ? 

[. believe they do not, I believe I did not get complete Copies 
of all the Correſpondence from the Office at Lucknow. 

Do the Books contain all the Correſpondence above deſcribed, 
that has been at any time in your poſlleflion ? 

I cannot poſitively ſay they do; for I recollect to have left ſome 
Correſpondence at Lucknow, of which I have no Copies. 

With whom did you leave that Correſpondence ? 

I left it in the Public Office, at Lucknow—in the Reſident's 


_ Office, 


Had you no other Correſioadents with Mr. Haſtings, or others, 
on the Aﬀairs of Oude, except thoſe in the Books delivered i in, Or 
left in the Office at Lucknow ? 

I believe I had ; for 1 have ſeen in the Papers laid before this 
Houſe, Copies of Private Letters to Mr. Haſtings, of which ad a 
no Copies, 

And then the Witneſs was direQted to withdraw. 
To report a Progreſs, &c. . 
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MINUTES, &@c.. 


Fovis, 15* die Martii 1787. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the Articles 
of Charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, pre- 


ſented to the Houſe againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſ- 


quire, late Governor General of Bengal. 


Mp*®: ISAAC BAUGH called in, and examined. | 
| Was you Secretary to the Supreme Council in Bengal, 
in the revenue department, in the year 1781? 

I was, 

Was you preſent at the Board at the time at which it was agreed 
to grant the Opium contract to Mr. Stephen Sulivan ? 

Was, 

Did you ſuggeſt to the Governor General the propriety of ad- 
vertiſing for propoſals for that contract? 

I did not, | | 

Did Mr. Haſtings make any declarations, intimating his reaſons 
for granting that contra to Mr. Sulivan ? 

I do not recollect any particular reaſons. | 

Did you make any objeCtion to the draft of the contract, on the 
ground of its referring to written propoſals when none ſuch had 
been made ? 


I have ſome idea that I did, but I am not particular in my re- 
colleion, Ee 


Do you recolle& what converſation paſſed on that occaſion be- 
tween you and Mr, Haſtings ? 

I do not; but I believe that it was agreed at the Board, that in 
the preamble, the words <« whereas written propoſals have been 
< delivered in,” ſhould be omitted in the draft. 

Are you ſure that you have given no other account of this con- 
verſation ſince you have been in England, materially differing 
from what you have now given ? bj. 

I do not believe that I have.—If I have, I ſhould be glad to be 
reminded of the circumſtances. 
Have you never ſaid, that Mr. Haſtings declared at that time, 
that he gave that contract to Mr. Stephen Sulivan in conſideration 
_ of his / vas to Mr. Laurence Sulivan, his father, or words to 
that effect ? | | RG 
I do not recolle& that I have ever ſaid fo. 


And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
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MINUTES, &c. 


Martis, 20% die Martii 1787. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the Articles 
of Charge of High Crimes and Miſdeameanors, 
preſented to the Houſe againſt Warren Haſtings, 
Eſquire, late Governor General of Bengal. 


WILLIAM YOUNG, Eſq. called in, and examined, 
How long was you in any office of the colleQtions of Bahar? 
Upwards of fix years. 
At what time were the collections of Bahar placed under the 
management of a provincial council ? | 
T believe in the latter end of 1769, or the beginning of 1770, 
to the beſt of my recollection. 
Was it the plan of that Council, to collet and manage the 
"_—_ revenue of the Zilla or Province ? | 
t Was, 


' Was there at any time a ſeparation of particular diſtriats from 

the Zilla ? 

There was a ſeparation made at different times, 

When, and to whom, were ſuch diſtricts committed as ſeparate 
collectorſhips ? PE £16 

I can only ſpeak poſitively as to the ſeparations that were made 
Whilſt I was a member of the Provincial Council. — Previous to 
my being a member, ſome part of the diftrit of Mongheer was ſe- 
Parated, as alſo the diſtri of Ramgur ; —the former, I believe, to 
add to the collecorſhip of Mr. Barton, and the latter, I believe, 
as a colletorſhip to Captain Camac, who had conquered the coun- 
try. And ſubſequent to my becoming a member of that Council, 
2 (mall part of the ſouthern diftri&t of Bahar was given to Captain 
Browne, who had charge of the Jungle derree diſtricts ; and in the 
beginning of the year 1779, the diſtrits of Sircar Sarun, and 
Champaran, were ſeparated from us, and given as a colleRorſhip 
to Mr Green, | | 


For what public uſe or purpoſe ? 


I re» 
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1 really do not know ; [I ſhould ſuppoſe the reaſons muſt appear 
on the conſultations of the Goyernor General and Council, whoſe 
act it was. | 

Does any valid public reaſon occur to you ? 

I do not know of any. 

After theſe defalcations, did the Provincial Council at Patna 
remain in the management of the remainder | ? 

It did. 

What was the original eſtabliſhed number of that Council ? 

I believe it was three; but when the plan of Provincial Councils 
became general, the number was increaſed to five. | 

Was that number increaſed or diminiſhed after the defalca- 
tions ? 

We had occaſionally a ſupernumerary member appointed—Mr, 
David Anderſon and Mr. Rame were ſupernumerary members at 
different times. 

For what public uſe or purpoſe was the number continued ? 


- For the conducting the collections, and the government of the 


country. 

Was the expence of the whole eſtabliſhment at Patha reduced, 
in conſequence of the ſeparation of the diſtricts ? | 

It was not. 

While your duties and labour were diminiſhed by the above ſe- 
paration, do'you mean to ſay that your expence and numbers, as a 
Council, were increaſed or continued ? 

Our expence and numbers were occaſionally increaſed, by the 
appointment of a ſupernumerary member. 

Was you, as a Provincial Council, charged with neglect of, or 
being unequal to, your duties, as a reaſon for the ſeparations ? 

No ſuch reaſon was ever alledged —nor any reaſon. 

Was you, or any of you, diſmiſſed for neglect or inability ? 

Never, while I was a member. 

At what time were the Provincial Councils aboliſhed ? 

Some time in February 17581. 

For what public aſſigned reaſons ? 

When we were aboliſhed, it was in conſequence of a letter from 
the Governor General and C ouncil, which a{ſigned public reaſons 
for the meaſure. —I have a copy of that letter by me now, which | 
can produce, if neceſlary. 

Queſtion repeated. — | 

I underſtood that the aſſigned reaſons were, that it would increaſe 
the revenue, and diminiſh the expences, 

For what real object, and with what etfeQ ? 


I preſume a matter of opinion is expected from me on this OCCa- 


ſion ? 
You will give that opinion. 


| My real opinion is, that the Provincial Councils were aboliſhed, 
for 


| 
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fzr the ſole purpoſe of adding to the power and influence of the 
Governor General at the time; and [I believe it had that effect. 

Why were the Chiefs continued? 

For the purpoſe of receiving the collections from the Farmers, 
to whom the country had been given, and to pay the uſual diſ- 
burſements at that place.—They were alſo ſuppoſed ro be a check 
on any impropriety of conduct of the Farmers. 

Of what rank or quality, in the Company's fervice, were thoſe 
ſervants to whom the whole management of the revenues were 
committed, under the name of Revenue Committee, in 178; ? 

Mr David Anderſon, who was appointed Prefident, was of the 
lit of Civil Servants, who came out in 1767.——Mr, Shore, the ſe- 
cond member, was of the liſt of 1769. —Mr. Chartres the fame. — 
Mr. Croftes was of a later date, I do not recollect the year, 

What experience or practice did theſe Gentlemen ſeverally poſ- 
ſeſs in the revenue department ? HE 

Mr. David Anderſon had been employed in the revenue depart= 
ment for ſeveral years—had been originally an affiſftant under Mr, 
Middleton at Moorſhedabad—then a member of that Council—— 
ſome little time a ſupernumerary member of the Patna Council ; 
from which he was made Preſident of the Calcutta, Zilla Commit- 
tee, —Mr, Shore had been ſome time in the reyenue line—likewiſe 
Mr. Chartres,—Mr. Croftes, I believe, had never been in the reve- 
nue Jine before, 


What other occupations or offices had they, or any of them, at 
that time ? : 

Mr. David Anderſon was appointed Ambaſſador to Madajee 
dcindia ; during which time he alfo held his office at the Committee 
of Revenue. Mr. Croftes was Accountant General to the Revenue 
Department, and Treaſurer, to the beſt of my recollection, ar the 
lame time, | | 

Had not Mr. Croftes a contra& at the ſame time ? 

I believe he had a Bullock contra&, | | 

To whom was the management of the colie&ions of Bahar 
+ wn on the diſlojution of the Council, and for what rea- 
ons * | 

Previous to the abolition of the Patna Council, the province of 
Bahar was given in farm to Rajah Cullian Sing and Rajah Kelle- 
ram ;. but the engagement ftood in the name of Cullian Sing ; the 
alledped reaſons were, becauſe they offered an increaſe of reyenue 
deyond the ſettlement which the Patna Council had made. —We 
put them in poſſeſſion ſorhe time in January 1781. 

You are defired to inform the Committee who theſe perſons 
were? Whether natives of Bahar ? Whether Muſfulmen or Hin= 
Wos? And in what circumſtances they ftood ? 

They were both natives of Delhi —Cullian Sins accompanied 
his father Shittabroy to Patna, were he reſided ; and Rajah Kelle- 
nm fome years afterwaids, I believe, being known to Shiutzbroy in 


his 
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his youth, and hearing that Rajah Shittabroy was preſerred by th, 
Englith to great dignity and howour,' came toſeck his fortunes yy. 
der him, and was occaſionally employed by him. —Rajah Cullizn 
Sing had bcen appointed Dewan to the Patna Counci], and Rajah 
Kelleram was at the ſame .time appointed his Nath or Deputy, 
They were both, I believe, orivinally Hindoos, as their names ge. 
note ; but latterly were looked upon, by people of their own ſe 
as excommunicated perlons, having both what ts called in India, 
Joſt their cait. —I[t was faid at Patna, that'Cullian Sing was aQual. 
ly a Muffulman, tho' he kept it private. I believe it will admit of 
no d9ubt, that he had been guilty of what the Hindoos confider a; 
the greateſt of all fins, of the crime of flaying and eating 
the cow ; and both publickly lived and cohabited with Mahome: 
dan women, by whom they had children, to whom they gave Ma. 
homedan names. And as to their circumſtances, it was notorious 
that they were lacks of rupees in debt; in ſhort, that poverty was 
ſo creat, that their menial ſervants had not been paid for years, 
Are perſons who have ſo loſt their cait, reputed among their 
countrymen to be perſons oblervant of their honour and charic- 
ter ? 
It is looked upon as the greateſt degradation of honour and cha- 
racer poſſible, — A Hindoo generally prefers death to the loſs of caſt, 
Was the whole province gtven to them—or were any ſeparate 
colleCtorſhips left r 
_ Mr.. Green remained in pefleſion of his colleQorfhip—they 
farmed that part of Banar only, which was latterly under the ſuper- 
intendarice of the Patna Council. 
On what terms, and for what period, was the farm given them? 
They engaged to pay annually rupees 34,08,000 and odd, with- 
out deduction ; and on their being punctual in their payments, their 
leaſe was to be perpetual. i 
When the Provincial Council was aboliſhed, why was a fingle 
colleforſhip left ?. Sg i 
1] cannot teke upon myſelf to ſay why, | 
Had you, the Provincial Council, thea made a ſettlement for the 
ſucceeding year ? 
Ve had. | ” | 
VV hat ſettlement ? | 
Our ſeiilement was rupees 22,17,000 and odd—to the beſt of 
my recollection ; beiides which there is a colle&tion, which uſed to 
be received in Bahar, of 145 per cent. called Reſum Caſanna, which 
would have amounted: to between 40 and 50,000 rupees upol 
-the 32 lack; alio a piofit of Batta, or exchange, which would 
have been, as near as I can gueſs, about 50,000 rupe?s more- 
there was aiio a conſiderable fum of money advanced for agricut- 
ture from tae I reaſury, which would have been paid in the couric 
of the year, but does not appear in our ſettlement; fo that I believe, 
that if all ticie ſums ate addcd together, it will be found g's vt 
ettiv* 
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ſettlement was equal, or nearly equal, to that entered into with 
theſe men, whoſe farm. did not include theſe articles, I mean 
that they were not excluſively bound to make them' 200d —the 
a7 ſum they were bound” to pay being only rupees 24,03,000; 
and I believe they never paid, nor were called upon to pay, any one 
of thoſe three articles. 

Had you made any collections for that year ? 

We had, 

How much, and in what proportion, to the whole Furnma ? 

We had collefted between nine and ten lack of rupees upon our 
ſettlement in four months ; and the balance upon their inflalments, 
when we delivered over the country to them, was about rupecs 
17,000, which was unuſually ſmall, 

Would you haye realized your own ſettJement ? | 

Tt is impoſſible to ſay poſitively, but I think we ſhould, I be- 
lieve we aſſured the Governor General and Connci! fo, 

What was the balance of the Bahar year, ending September 
17%? 

[ vivid ſpeak poſitively, unleſs I refer to papers. It was very 
trifing, excepting only what was due from Rajah Relleram ; there 
was about 75,000 rupees due from him, 

How did the new farmers of Bahar execute their engagements ? 

Very badiy. 

In what ſenſ- 

'T hat they Ne not pay vp the revenue they ſt; ipulated to pay. 

Was the power committed to them, in virtu2 of their having 
the management of the collections, benehcial to the people and 
country at large ? 

It was highly ruinous, and moſt cruelly oppreſſive. 

Have you any proofs of that? 

1 have —l1 ſpeak from actuai knowledge, by being upon the ſyot— 


I was witnels to the complaints and clamours of the people ; MANY 


of whom, when 1 was out of office, applied to me to pnarach the 

orievances, on an idea that ] ſtill had the power to do it. Lur the!; 
men, upon obtaining poſſeiion of the FOFEDVE of the country , 20 zed 
In all things as if they had been appointed aibitrary deſpotic Sove- 
relpns of it—2n0t merely confining themſclyes to the bulivels of the 
colleQions, but aſſuming the exerciſe of the adminiſtration of juſ- 
tice alſo, —I was aſked for proofs : I have now a repreſentation fron 
the agent of the Phouſdar, or criminal Magiſtrate at Bahar, agaiinit 


Raj ah Kelleram COm Jaining of theſe things to tHe Patna of uUn-: 
) ? i 


il, a few days before the diflolution. I have a copy of it in Per- 
ſian, and an Engliſh tranſlation of it, 


[Copy and tranſlation produced, and brought up to the table.], 


And the ſaid tranſlation was read, and is as follows + 
Q 2 --5.-: 6. Patna 
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«© Patna Conſultations, 8th Feb. 78, 


© Arzee of the Vakeel of the Sudder Phouſdar, againſt Rajah 
Kelleram, 


© From the time of Sied Huſſen Khan, to my maſter's ar. 
rival here in Patna, no robbery has been committed, except in 
one place, which was lately ; and, thank God, both the thief 
and goods were taken, and brought to the Phouſdarry ; the 
coods were reſtored to the owner, and his receipt for them 
is depoſited in the Dufta. Alſo, during the time of my mat- 
ter's reſiding here, whatever he repreſented to the Council, 
they always took notice of it, by which means his buſineſs 


went on very well, till, on the 1ſt of Suffer, or 275th January, | 


when Rajah Kelleram ſent for me, and told me he had ſpoke 
to the Phouſdar \about the perſon confined for the murder 
committed in Pergunnah Sundeh ; but that, as he had not 
releaſed him, he would try what he could do to hurt him, and 
ſaid, that he would not ſuffer his Amleh to do any thing in 
his Purgunnahs. He ſaid he did not fear the Nabob himſelf, 
for that he had ſettled every thing very ſecurely before he 
came up ; and told his ſervant, Eſouf Beg, in my preſence, 
not to pay any regard to the Amleh of my maſter, in any mat- 
ter (except mutder), but to beat and drive them away ; and 
then ſent for his Moonſhy, and told him to write to the Au- 
mils of every place belonging to him, not to ſuffer any of the 
Phouſdar's Peons to ſeize any perſon, except for murder, but 
to beat and il] treat them, for that he himſelf would puniſh 
all crimes in his diſtricts (murder excepted) ; and aſked who 
the Phouſdar was to interfere in any caſes, except criminal 
Ones. 


« From the time this report has been ſpread about, a great 


many robberies have been committed, both in the city and 


out, in the Mofyſffil, and the thieves are not to be found ; nor 


15 any regard paid to my maſter's orders, or thoſe of his Am. 
leh; and whenever any one is taken, either for robbery or 
murder, and carried to the Cutcherries, in the Mofuſfil, he 
1s taken away again ; ſo that my maſter's Naibs out in the 
Mofuſhl, not being permitted to execute the duties of their 


othces, have nothing to do, for no one will obey their orders. 


* In the Sunnud granted to my maſter, by the Governor General 
and Council, it is particularly mentioned, that he or his Naibs 


are to repreſent any Zemindar, or other perſon, who refuſes to | 


obey his or their orders to the gentleman reſiding in that place, 
that he may punifh the perſon ſo diſobeying, and the ſame or- 
ders were lent to the Council ; therefore whatever you judge 
neceſlary to be done in this caſe, I requeſt you will be pleaſed 
to do it,” 

How 
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How were accounts ſettled between them ? 

We adjuſted our accounts with the old farmers on the part of 
(Government, and left theſe men and Mr. Maxwell, who remained 
chief, to ſettle the Mofuſhl accounts. | 

How did they exact their Motullil ſettlement from the people, 
and with what general effects ? 

i hey made the ſettlement in the country with the Zemindars, 
Talookdars, and Ryots, in an arbitrary manner, by compelling 
many of them to give a large increaſe upon the engagements they 
had previouſly entered into with the Patna Council. Reſtraint and 
conainement were uſed to effect it, even with the firſt Zemindars 
of the country, and it was exacted with the utmoſt rigour. 

Had not Mr, Maxwell authority to prevent ſuch a&s; and if 
ſo, why did he not exert it to that end ? 

The farmers themſelves did not ſeem to think that Mr. Maxwell 
did poſſeſs ſuch autnority ; and certain it is, that he did not exer= 
ciſe it, »When I ſpeak of the farmers, I mean to refer to Rajah 
Kelleram and Rajah Cullian Sing. 79; 

Did they realize their ſettlement with Government ? 

They did not. | 

W hat was the balance or deficiency of the firſt year ? 

The balance on the immediate conc)uſion of the year I had an 
account of, and it was ſomething more than ſeven lack of rupees ; 
bur when the accounts came to be finally ſettled, which was in the 
courſe of the ſecond year, they had applied part of the revenue of 
the ſecond to reduce the balance of tne firſt year ; and I think 
that it then amounted to about four lack of rupees. 

If ſo, was that a real reduction of the balance of ſeven Jacks ? 

Certainly a real reduction of the balance of the firſt year, though 
an addition'to the deficiency of the ſecond, if there was any. 

Were the Council at large, or any number of it, conſulted about 
the character, competency, or capacity of theſe perſons for ſuch 
a truſt ?. 

The Council was never conſulted.—None of us were called 
upon to give our opinions upon it ; but I informed Mr. Haſtings in 
Calcutta, when I underſtood that it was intended to give the coun- 
try to theſe men, that it never would be realized and in the 
month of January or February I recorded this opinion upon the 
proceedings of our Council. 

Was it uſual, before that period, for the Governor General and 
Council to conſult the Barhar Council previous to granting leaſes 
of farms, &c.? © : 

- Tony conſulted us upon all points relating to the revenue of our 
iviton. 

Was not the Council of Bahar held reſponſible for their ſettlement? 

The Governor General and Council often wrote to us, that 
they ſhould conſider us as reſponſible for the revenue, 
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What were the particular qualifications of theſe new managers 
for ſuch a truſt ? 

They were the moſt unfit men that ſuch a truſt could have been 

tven to. 

Did they collect from the country the amount of their engage. 
ment to Government, or more ? 

They made a ſettlement with the country of thirty-ſix lacks 
and upwards — T hey could not collect the whole of it; but I am 
ceftain, from the information 1 obtained at Patna, that they muſt 
have realized more than the amount of theit engagements to (30- 
vernment, 

How much more ? 

I cannot ſpeak poſitively to the ſum they made various 
other colleftions and exattions, excluſive of the ſettlement they hall 
made in the country, from che proprietors of independent Clans 

which paid no rent to Government. 

By what means did they exaCt what they collected ? 

By reſtraint and confincment, and I believe, in ſome inſtances, 
| by corporal puniſhment. 

Did they, , or did they not, violate the Ngnts of the poſleflors of 
alienated lands, or of Zemindars, or of Ryots ? 

By the complaints preferces to me by thoſe perſons, it would ap- 
pezr they did. 


Did they afſume the adminiſtration of juſtice in the Mofuſfil or 
country ? 

{ have already ſtated that they did. 

Could this lie of the country, and of the ukainifiradon, be uns 
known to Mr. Raſtings ? 
- Ir might originally, but Mr. Haſtings had an opportunity, In 
January 1782, when he was at Patna, of ſecing, and being inform- 
ed of it, which I believe he was, 


What meaſures did government take to oblige them td pay their 
balance ? 

Rajah Kelleram was confined for the balance that appeared a- 
gainft him, and Rajah Cullian Sing's Jagheer was attached by Go- 
vernment to make good his proportion of the balance. 

Was it paid ? 

When I came away from Patna, the latter end of 17865, part of it 
was paid, and Rajah Kelleram was out of confinement. 

Do you ſuppole that theſe perſons couid have expeRed any indul- 
gence from Government, in not exaCting the balance due, when it 
was notorious, or might have been eaſily aſcertained, that they had 
really collefted more than the amount of their ſettlement from tae 
country, and on what ground ? 

After having obtained the farm of the country, they might have 
expected any thing---the ſame patronage that had given them the 


country, they might think would have liberated them from their 
balance and contincment, 
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What then was the cauſe or foundation of that ſuppoſed patro- 
nage ? 
The ſupport and friendſhip of the Governor General, and Gua- 


gergovind Sing, through whom the farm had been obtained. 
By what means obtained? 


We had various reports on the ſubjeQR. 
What were thoſe reports ? 
And the queſtion being objected to ; 


The witneſs was directed to withdraw, 
And being again called in ; 
He was aſked, 


W hat was the general prevailing . Tang at Patna, among the 
natives, on this ſubject ? 


The opinion of the natives, whether well or ill-founded, was, 
that they purchaſed the office, 


Vas that your opinion, and that of the Europeans in general at 
Patna ? 


[ beg to decline anſwering that'queſtion. 

Do you anſwer politively for the real exiſtence of ſuch a general 
opinion among the natives ! 

The opinion was certainly very general. 

Did any facts, giving riſe to ſuch report and opinion, come out 
to tne public ! 4 

'The report originated, [ believe, with the parties themſelves, the 
farmers ; but as to facts, that is, the aCtual receipt or payment of 
the money, [ am not perſonally acquainted with any. 

Is jt your opinion, that although Rajah Kelleram. was confined, 
2nd kept ſo long a time for his balance to Government, there might 
nevertheleſs have been, in the firſt inſtance, a fraudulent under- 
{tanding between him and people in power at Calcutta ? 

I think 1t very 455M 

On what principles ? | 

On this principle—That having been powerfully patronized at 
Calcutta, it is poſſible that Rajah Kelleram might have been given 
to underſtand, that It was a neceſſary meaſure to ſave appearances, 
and that he might ſoon be releaſed, upon eaſter terms than paying 
his balance, 

Do you believe that to have been the caſe ? 

1 think it very probable, 

Do you know, or did you ever hear, from what you deem cre- 
dible authority, that any ſum, or engagement for a ſum of money, 
was given by theſe perſons to Mr. Haſtings ? 


..-: T beg the i indulgence of the Committee, to be excuſed anſwering 
that queſtion, 


Why do you aſk for that indulgence ? 


1 with that the Committee would be pleaſed to indulge me in that 
reſpe cty without giving my reaſons. 


And then the witneſs was direQted to withdraw. 
And 
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And being again called in; 
He was aſked, 

Do you know that any ſum, or engagement fora ſum of money, 
was given by thoſe perſons to Mr, Haſtings * 

I cannot take upon myſelf to ſay abſolutely that I know it, 

Have you heard it, and from what authority ? 

I certainly heard ſo. 

From what authority ? 

I deemed the authority good. 

What authority ? | | 

Am T obliged to anſwer that queſtion ? 

You are obliged to anſwer it. 

I think that 1'heard it from the parties themſelves :. and I know 
that Mujadis Roy, the Vakeel or agent of Rajah Cullian Sing, 
told me ſo ſome time in the months of June or July 1781, in Cal- 
cCutta. | 

Did you receive the ſame information from any body elſe ? 

I did not receive the information from any body elſe that I re- 


_  colle&t now, that money was paid—l heard only that money was 


to be paid. 

Was it in money, or by the engagement, called a Teep, and in 
whoſe name ? 

I heard it was by a written engagement, or [LPs and in the 
name of Rajah Cullian Sing. 

What was the ſum? 

T heard 4 lacks of rupees. 

Did you ever hear what diſpoſition was made of that Teep, or 
1f it was ever paid, and to whom ? 

The money I underſtood was paid to Gungergovind Sing, on 
Mr. Haſtings's account. 


To whoſe hands was the Teep oiven, by the perſon that gave it? 


It is impoſivle for me to ſay to whoſe hands, unlets I had feen it 
delivered. 

What did you hear from the Vakeel was done with it ? 

1 do not recolle& that particularly.—-I heard alſo from Mr, 
Wheler the ſum of four Jacks was to be paid. — Mr. Wheler men- 
tioned it to me one morning in the courſe of converſation, when 1 
was remonfirating with him on the hardſhip and injuſtice of facri- 
icing a public body, ſuch as our Council was, to two ſuch men. _ 

To whom did Mr. Wheler fay it was to be paid ? 

He did not expreſs to me to whom. 

Did you underſtand for what purpoſe it was to be paid ? 

I underitood it was for giving thoſe men the farm of the country. 

Do you mean that the four lacks was to be given to. the Eaſt 
India Company, or to any of their ſervants ? 

I certain!y did not under2and it at the time as a donation to the 
Eaft India Company, I underttood it certainly to their feryants— 
it is merely matter of opinion, 
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To which of their ſervants ? 

I underſtood to Mr. Haſtings; that was the opinion 1 formed at 
the time in my own mind, 

Did you not, at that time, conſider that the four Jacks to be 
paid in by his teep might be the remaining part of the balance 
due from them on account of their ſettlement? 

Certainly not The circumſtance I have mentioned happened 
ſome time in December 1780, or January 1781, previous to their 
having taken charge of the country, or executed their public en- - 
gagements. | ; 

When you ſtate the ſum given to Mr, Haſtings as given with 
the privity of Mr, Wheler, do you mean to fay that the money 
was accepted with the conſent and concurrence of Mir Wheler ? 

1 do not underftand that I have yet faid that any money was 
actually given. 

Do you mean to fay you underſtood from Mr. W heler, that the 
teep was to be accepted with Mr, Wheler's conſent and concur- 
rence ? | 

Mr. Wheler never. mentioned a teep to me, 

When you faid, that you heard from Mr, Wheler that the ſum 
of four lacks were -to be paid, did you underſtand from Mr, W he- 
ler that thoſe for lacks were to be paid with his conſent ? 

[ certainly did not undeiſtand fo at the time: I looked upon 
it to be private information ef the tranſation, which Mr, Wheler 
might have obtained as | had done. | 

Do you underftand, now, that Mr Wheler received any part 
of that money ? | 

I never had an idea that he did. I know Mr, Wheler's private 
ſentiments to be againſt aboliſhing the Provincial Councils, and 
giving the farm of Patna to theſe men. 

In which of the names was the ſettlement made ? 

Rajah Cullian Sing. 

Which of them was impriſoned for the balance ? 

Rajah Keileram, 

What was the reaſon for confining this man ; and why were. 
not both confined ? . | 

Rajah Cullian Sing had viſible property —— he had a Jaghire of 
$0,000 rupees a year, but he was nevertheleſs much in debt ; 
Rajah Kelteram had no viſible property, 1 believe, but a houſe, 
_— was ſeized at) fold, I was at the auction of that and other 
eftects. | F- 

As Kelleram was impriſoned, what do you believe or know 
to be the reaſon that he did not defend himſel?, by accuſing or 
threatening to accuſe Mr. Haſtings ? 

I beg to decline anſwering that queſtion, 

Why ? | 

I have my reaſons for it, which I wiſh not to give. 

| as Kelleram was A Ce do you know to be the rea- 
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ſon that he did not defend himſelf, by accufing, or threatening tg 
accuſe Mr. Haſtings ? | ww 
: [ beg the indulgence of the Committee, to decline anſwering 
that queſtion—— 1 have. very great objections to anſwering it, 
And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in, 

He was direCted to ſtate thoſe objeftions ; and to inform the 
Committee, whether he conceived his anſwer to that queſtion 
would tend in any manner to criminate himſelf ? 

The queſtion cannot criminate me in any manner, 

Then you muſt anſwer it. | | 

While Kelleram was in confinement, his agents frequently 
came to me, and thought that I might be inſtrumental to his en. 
largement ; and, in the courſe of the converſation that paſſed, they 
gave as a reaſon tome why they durſt not do ſuch a thing as crimi. 
nate thoſe that gave him the farm, that it was dangerous to Rajah 
Kelleram, it might be fatal to him ; — they ſaid, Has not Rajah 
Nuncomar been hanged ? this may be the fate of Rajah Kelleram; 
or words to that effect, to the beſt of my recollection. The perſons 
that came to me, [I recolle& one of them was Mooteran, the Va- 
keel of Rajah Kelleram: another man uſed to come to me, whoſe 
name [ do not recolleC&t : Rajah Kelleram's fon, Ball Govin, uſed 
to come to me—it was with one of theſe men that this converſa- 
tion happened. | 

'T hen was ita thing admitted, or taken for granted, in the con- 
verſations you allude to, that Kelleram had ſuch a weapon of de- 
fence againſt Mr, Haſtings, but was afraid to make uſe of it ? 

I certainly underſtood ic ſo. 

Woas the change in the revenue ſyſtem made in 17981, attended 
&Ith any and what diminution in the general charges of collections, 
Kd all eſtabliſhments, or any of the revenue? | 

As the allowances to the members of the Council were conti- 
nued, till they were otherwiſe provided for, I do not think there 
could have been any immediate diminution of expence. : 

Was the change diftreſsful to the members of the Provinciil 
Councils; their affiftants, and ſervants, in any, and what degree! 

It was certainly highly diſtreſsful to our feelings as men, to be 
turned out of office, and ordered down to the Prefidency—we had 
conſidered our fituations as fixed, The meaſure of Provincial 
Councils had been adopted by the former Government; it had been 
received by the Supreme Council, approved by the Court of Direc- 
tors, and, by having been made known to the legiſlature, had vit- 
tually received legal ſinQion z—the diſmiſlion was what we little 
expected from the hand of one man, who was, virtually, the Go- 
vernment of Bengal, after our appointments had received the fanc- 
tion of ſuch high authority, _ | | 

The queſtion is, What was the diſtreſs it occaſioned to the 
members of the Council, their afiſtants, and ſervants? 


] will 
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[ will ſtate that :==Some of us had houſes and land, our afliſtants 
had ſome of them alſo houſes, —— Having conſidered ourſelves in 
a fixed fituation, we had our occupations, our purſuits, and amuſe- 
ments —We had it in our power to afford affiſtance to ſome needy 
friends, who depended upon us—Qur own misfortunes were much 
aggravated by finding our friends involved in the ſame calamity as 
ourſelves.—Allow me to fay, that we had endeavoured to govern 
the people who were placed under our charge with moderation and 
humanity we felt not a little for their ſituation alſo, who were 
ſo ſenſible of the conſequences to themſelves, of being delivered 
up to the arbitrary will of ſuch men, whoſe character they were 
perfeAly acquainted with, that the terror they conceived upon the. 
occaſion is only to be compared to an apprehended invaſion of a 
ravaging army of Marattas ; and as to our own feelings, they can 
only be compared to an expulſion from houſe and home—tfor it 
was in reality to ſome of us an actual baniſhment, and to myſelf 
equal to diſmiſfion from the Company's ſervice—for, being of a 
rank in the ſervice ſuperior to the Preſident of the new Committee, | 
and my mind employed in the buſineſs of the revenue, 1 could not 
hold any office in the revenue in future without ſubmitting to the 
painful degradation of obeying the orders of my juniors z a thing 
held as diſgraceful in the ſervice of the Eaſt India Company, as it 
would be thought in his Majeſty's ſervice for the Colonel of a re« 
 giment to be put under the command of one of his Subalterns, * 

49 you know Gungergovind Sing ? 

: do, 

What was his office and power during Mr. Haſtings's admini- 
tration? © * | | 

During the latter part of his adminiſtration Gungergovind Sing 
was conſidered by the natives as the ſecond perſonage in the Govern- 
ment, though his office was that of Duan to the Committee of Re- 
venue, 

What was the general opinion of the natives of the uſe he made 
of his power ? TS 

I always heard him ſpoken very ill of by the natives; as a man 
univerſally hated by them for his peculations and opprefſions, ta 
which he made his powers ſubſervient. | 


W hat was the opinion of Europeans ? 
| The ſame. 


Do you know, or have you heard from authority that you deem 
good, any facts in ſupport of theſe opinions ? 

Ido not know any thing myſelf particularly, but that a man they 
called Ram Chunder Sain, who was as likely to know his tran- 
 ſaftions as any man in Bengal, aſſured me, in 1781, that even 
then Gungergovind Sing had accumulated above a Crore of Ru- 
pees, and he declared to me he had an account of the particulars. 

Do you give credit to what that man told you? 
_ 1 believed it. 
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From your knowledge of Gungergovind Sing's fituation ang 
power, do you think it likely that he had or might have nearly ac. 
cumulated ſuch a ſum ? 

[ thiok it probable. 

Was the giving Bahar in farm to Cullian Sing and Kelleram, 
in your opinion, produCtive only of a temporary or of a laſting 

rejudice to the revenue ? 

Of a laſting prejudice, becauſe they deſolated the country, ru- 
incd agriculture,diftretſed the people, and cauſed many of them to fly, 

What do you eſtimate the Joſs at to the Company on the reve- 
nues of Bahar, to the time of your leaving Bengal * A 

I imagine it could not be leſs than twenty-five Jack of rupees, 

Could you, if called upon, make out that by accounts ? 

I could render it probable, I think evident. | 

What office did Rajah Kelleram hold under_the Patna Council ? 

He had been Naib Duan, and we appointed him to the charge of 
the collefions of Sircar Rotas in 1779 and 1780. 

Did he colle& the amount of his ſettlement for Rotas ? 

] believe he colle&ed more than the ſettlement he ſent to Patna, 

Did he pay it up to Government ? 

He did nat. : 

* What was the balance? 

Of about 75,000 rupees, to the beft of my recolleQion. - 

What means were taken to make him pay that balance ? 

We put him under Mohuſsles, or in the cuſtody of an officer, 

* When, and by whom, was he releaſed from that reftjaint ? 

By the Patna Council ſome time in September 1780 z but I can» 
not be particular as to dates, 

For what reaſon was he releaſed, if he had not paid his balance? 

[ was -at that time acting chief at Patna, and relcaſed him by a 
vote of my Council, in which I was left in a minority, He had 
received a Perwanna from Mr, Haſtings to come to Calcutta,— 
1 received alſo a letter from Mr, Haſtings direting me to permit 
him to come down. | | 
_ - Did you report the facts to the Governor General and Council, 
_ or to Mr. Haſtings particularly ? ai ge 
| 1 wrote an anſwer to Nir., Haſtings, ſtating his fituation, to 
which] wiſhed tohave waited his reply, bur my Counciloyerruled me. 
Was the balance due by Kelleram ever paid? 

Never, that I heard of _ 

At whattime did he go from Patna to Calcutta? 

T cannot be preciſe as to dates, but he went away the day after 
his enlargement, which was ſome time in the rainy ſeaſon in 1780. 
' Did you ever hear, and from whom, what was the amount of 
his embezzlement during his colleorſhip of Rotas ? 

He boaſted publickly it was 60,000 rupees | 

Did you record your opinion of the ſettlement made with theſe 


perſons ? 
= I dids 
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Was it to the ſame effe with the evidence you have now given ? 

Preciſely. | 

Have you known during the time of your continuance in the 
Company's ſervice any farms, except this, let to any farmer of 
revenue for a perpetuity, on condition of the payment of their 
rents, agreed on ? | 

I know ſome inſtances, 

Were they to Zemindars or Farmers ? 

Both. 

Can you'name them ? | 

The diſtri of Sonnour, and part of Shawabad, in Bahar, had 
been given to one Noor ul Huflin Cawu, upon a leaſe, which 
after a certain period was to be perpetual. . 

At what time, and for what cauſe, was this ſettlement made ? 
The ſettlement took place with him before 1 came to the Patna 
Council ; and it failed whilſt I was a member, 

Was it renewed ? | 

- It was not. | o 

Was the farm continued to Kelleram and Cullian Sing, after 
the failure of their engagements ? 

A very little time afterwards it was found they could not go on 
another year ; ſo they were diſmiſſed in the middle of the ſecond 

ear, | : 
As you have ſtated, that the courſe of juſtice was diſturbed and 
uſurped by theſe two farmers, whether Sir Elijah Impey did not viſit 
Patna during the continuance of this farm ? Se 

He did. 

How long did he ſtay at Patna ? | 

He was there ſome time; then went down to Boglepoor, and 
came back again to Patna; and hearing that all was peace and 
quietneſs at Benares, he hurried up there with all poſſible expedi- 
tion. | 
Did he take any ſteps towards the furtherance of the admiſtrati- 
on of juſtice, and correcting * pf nos whilſt he Raid at Patna ? 

Though the profeſſed obje 
mu he took no ſteps whatever, that I ever heard of, to perform thar 

uty, Oh 
/ And then the witneſs was direted to withdraw. 
To report a progreſs, &c. 
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MINUTES, &c. 


Veneris, 23* die Martii, 1787. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the Articles 

of Charge of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors 
reſented to the Houſe againſt Warren Haſtings, 
ſquire, late Governor General of Bengal. | 


« 


WW ILLIAM HARWOOD, Eſquire, called in, and examined. 
How long was you Chief of the Provincial Council of Di- 
nagepore ? | 


rom the beginning of the year 1775 to the beginning of the 


year 1780. | 

Art what time were any particular diſtrias ſeparated from your 
diviſion, in order to form ſeparate colleCtorſhips ? | 
About the month of Augult 1777, the province of Rungpoore 


and early in the beginning of the next year the Purgunnas of Sil- 


berris were ſeparated from our diviſion. : 
For what public uſe or purpoſe were theſe ſeparations made ? 
For none that I know of. 


Aﬀter theſe ſeparations, how much of the original diviſion f 


Dinagepore was left under the management of the Provincial 
Council? OLE: FR 

If we except the Zemindary of Dinagepore, which was alſo in 
efte&t ſeparated from our diviſion, we retained about a quarter of 
_ our original diviſion. | 


Was the eſtabliſhed number of the Council ſtill kept compleat, 


diminiſhed, or increaſed? _ 

They were continued compleat, 

Was the expence of the whole eſtabliſhment reduced, in conſe- 
quence of the ſeparation of the diſtricts ? 

Moc 

Was you, as a Provincial Council, charged with neglect of, or 
being unequal to, your duties, as a reaſon for the ſeparations ? 


1 do 
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I do not remember that we were ever charged with negleR or 
inability. 

Do 5.2 colleQ the amount of the ſettlement of the diftriQts ori- 
einally, or at any time in your charge compleat, or was there any 
balance ? | | 

In ſome years we did collect the whole compleat ; in others, very 
inconſiderable balances were left. 

Do you know whether the ſettJement of the diſtrits ſeparated 
from your Council were fully colleed, or if any balances were left ? 
Very conſiderable balances were left, | 

What was the greateſt amount of your own balance at any time? 

I do not remember the exact ſum, but it was very trifling. : 

Are you of opinion, that the inability of the Provincial Councils, 
from the decline of the revenues, was a ſufficient reaſon for diſ- 
ſolving them ? | 

I do not apprehend there was any inability on the part of the 
Provincial Councils, therefore I cannot ſuppoſe it could be urged 
as a reaſon for their abolition, | 

Were there any factions in your Council ? | 

I may ſay none at all, for during the five years that I was Chief 
of that Council I recolle&t only one difſent, 

W here is the Zemindary of Baharbund ? 

"It joins the province of Rungpore, and is to the Eaſtward of it. 

Do you know upon what terms the Zemindary of that Purgun- 
nah was granted to Mr, Haſtings's Banyan, in the name of his ſon? 

No, I do not. | | 

Do you recolleCt the opinion of a gentleman, member of the Se- 
le& Committee, in the year 1776, with reſpect to the preſent Pro- 
vincial Councils, in theſe words: © I am of opinion that the ia- 
« ſtitution was fundamentally wrong?” 

I have not the leaſt recolletion of it. 

And then the witneſs was direed to withdraw, 


EWAN LAW, Eſquire, called in and examined. 


Was you in Council at Patna when a ſeparate Colle&arſhip 
was formed for Mr, James Barton, partly out of your diftrit ? 

[ really do not recollet—I was a member of the Patna Council at 
that time ; but it will appear from the Company's records. 

Was you Chief at Patna when a ſeparate ColleQorſhip was form-. 
ed out of your diſtrict for Mr. Charles Grzxme—and when the 
nong of T irhut was made over to the Zemindar? 

WAS. 

For what public uſe or purpoſe were theſe ſeparations made ?. 

I really cannot tell. 

Are you of opinion, that they were intended for public uſe, or 
other wiſe ? x 


I am 
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I am to ſuppoſe they were ſo intended : Whether they anſwered 
. o_ purpoſe or not, I did not ſtay long enough to judge of by its 
cttects. . 

Did you at the time confider theſe meaſures as matters of per. 
ſonal favour, and perſonal favour only ? 

] certainly conſidered the appointment of Mr. Greme to the 
ColleQorſhip of Sircar Saran as a matter of private favour, 

W hat did you at the time think of Tirhut ? 

I confidered it as a particular indulgence to the Zemindar. 

Did you ever record your opinion, that it was owing to the in. 
trigues of that Zemindar that the failure of the preceding renter 
ought to be attributed ? 

' muſt refer, for an anſwer to this queſtion, to the Patna con- 
ſultations at the time. | | 


Then an Extract of a Letter from the Witneſs to Mr. Fran- 
cis, dated 15th February 1772, being read to the 
Witneſs, as follows : | 


© | cannot but obſerve, that at the ſame time that we are fo 
© ſeverely reprehended for the decreaſe of Jumma, Tirhut with 
its dependencies is in a manner taken out of our hands, and 
the ſcttlement made, with very large and particular allow- 
ances, to the Zemindar; to whoſe intrigues I have recorded 
my opinton that the-failure of the late renter may be in a good 
meaſure attributed,” | 


The queſtion was repeated. 
I have no doubt, from what hag been juſt now read to me, that 
| ſuch was my opinion, and that it ſtands ſo recorded ; but having 
loſt, in the General Barker Indiaman, all my books and papers, 
I cannot, at the diſtance of eight or nine years, particularly reco]- 
lect every tranſaction that happened during my Chiefſhip, or the 
opinion that I then gave. | 

Was it not your opinion at the time, that Mr. Charles Greme, 
having been brought up in the commercial line, could have no 
local knowledge of the diſtrits he was appointed to, or experience 
in the revenue branch in general ? | 

It was. | HEE 
 Afeer theſe defalcations of particular diſtri, did the Provincial 
Council of Patna continue in the management of the remainder ? 

To the beſt of my recollection, they did. 

What was the original eſtabliſhed number of that Council, 
fromi773? | | 

] believe it originally conſiſted of three members ; afterwards it 
was increaſed to four, and to five. 

Was that number of five increaſed or diminiſhed after the ſepa- 
_ ration of the diſtricts ? i FI: 
1 rather think there was an additional members. - 
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For what public uſe or purpoſe was there an additional member 
appointed ? | 

I really cannot tell. : 

Was the -expence of the whole eſtabliſhment of the Provincial 
Council op Patna reduced, in conſequence of the ſeparation of the 
diſtricts ? 

I do not remember any. 

While your duties and Ilabours were dimimſhed by the aboye 
ſeparations, do you mean to fay that your expence and number, as 
a Council, were increaſed, or diminiſhed *? 

The addition of a member. to the Council muſt have been at- 
tended with an increaſe of the expence. 1 remember no other in- 
creaſe. 

WaSyou, as a Provincial Council, charged with neplet of, or 
being unequal to, your duties, as a reaſon ſor the ſeparations i f 

We were not. 

Was you, or any of you, diſmiſſed ſor negleCt or inability ? 

No. 

Is it your opinjon, that the inability of the Provincial Coun- 
cils, from the decline of the revenues, ,was A ſufficient reaſon for 
aboliſhing thoſe Councils ? < 

[ cannot ſpeak to the abolition of the Provincial Councils, be- 
cauſe it 1s a meaſtre that took-place after my departure from. the 
countr 

Vane. opinion 1s deſired on the general ability of thoſe Coun- 
ciis to perform their duties ? 

1 ſuppoſe, in general, they were able to perform their duty, 

Are you of opinion that the management of the revenues may ' 
| be better conducted by Provincial Councils, or by Collectors ? 

Suppoſing the Collector .to have a knowledge of the language, 
and all other neceſlary qualihcations, I ſuppoſe the buſineſs would 
b. performed with more eaſe and diſpatch by a ColleQor. - 

And then the witneſs was directed to withdraws 


* 
o 


ALEXANDER HIGGINSON, Eſquire, called in, 


_ and examined, 


How long was you in Council at Burdwan ? 

Between four and five years. | 

Did the Supreme Board, while it conſiſted of Mr. Heltings, 
(3eneral Clavering, Colone) Monſon, Mr. Barwell, and Mr. 
Francis, form a ſettlement directly with the Rajah, as Zemindar, 
tor two years, commencing in April 19767? 

I was Chief of the Council at that time, and the ſettlemeat was 
then formed. | | | 

Vas that ſettlement colleed ? 

To the beſt of my recolleQion, the firſt year was completely 

| K - realized, 
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realized, There. might have been ſome balance the ſecond year - 
but as I amentirely unprovided with materials, having by accident 
loſt my papers, I cannot ſpeak as to the particular ſum ; but what. 
ever ſum it was,” if either was, or might have been, ealily realized 
from the Zemindar. $1, 

Was it collefted without oppreſſion to the country ? 

My opinion in general is, that it was, as far as an arbitrary 
country will admit. CNL 

Was it a favourable ſettlement for Government ? 

I believe it was formed upon a medium” of three or five years 
receipts, and the country, as well as the Zemindar, was fully able 
'tO pay' it. | © My | 

At what time was the ſeparate ColleQorſhip of Midnapore form» 
£3 out of the Burdwan Zilla for Mr. Pearce ? 

I do not recolle&t the particular time ; but it was adout fix 
months hefore [ left the Chieffhip, 

- For what public uſe or purpoſe was that ſeparation made ? 

1 do not know. | ; 

Does it occur. to you, that any public purpoſe ef utility was to 
be anſwered by it * 

The only purpoſe which occurs to me was, that as Mr. Pearce 
-and Mr, Charters made a ſettlement ſome months before, Mr. 
- Pearce was ordefed by the Goyernor General. and Council to re- 
fide on the ſpot, to manage the colleRion. 

Was the appointment indiſpenſably neceſſary to.. that purpoſe, 
. or might the buſineſs have been done by the Council ? | | 

My opinion 15, that it might have been equally well done by the 
Council, KR" 7 es AL ES WEED 
Was the expence of the general eſtabliſhment of the Council 2t 
* Burdwan diminiſhed or increafed in conſequence of that ſeparation! 
. To the belt of my knowledge it continued the ſame, becauſe the 
vacant feat in Burdwan was not filled during the time I ſtaid there; 
but-it afterwards.,was. oo 34 | 
' Are you of opinion, that the inability of the Provincial Coun- 
__ cils, from thedecline of the revenues, was a ſufficient reaſon for 

«-diflolving them? * | 
No. 0 So | | 

Who is Gunga Govin Sing ? | 

I knew him in' ſeveral capacities ; firſt, as Naib Canoneo at 
' Moorſhedabad ; afterwards he was Duan of the Calcutta Com- 
.* mittee ; afterwads he was Naib of the Kalſah to the Roy Royan ; 

and then he was at the head of the Aumeen Dufter, eſtabliſhed 


_ , under Meftrs. Anderſon and Bogle; after that he. was Duan of tic 


Calautta General Committee. 
What was his office and power during Mr, Haſtings's admivi- 
ſtration, from the end of 31750? | 
I was not in the revenue branch at that time z I was-preparing 
to leave India then, ILY Lo Hay | 
| | - What 


of 


ye 


( 129 | ) | 

What was the general opinion of the natives of the uſe he made. 
of his power ? 

| A very bad one. 

| In what reſpeQ ? 

His influence at the Kalſah gave him opportunitie&of being very 
partial, and very frequently oppreſhve. 

What was the opinion of Europeans? 

My own opinion, and the opinion of thofe with whom I con- 
yerſed,' was as I have before related, 

What was the general opinion,.and your own, of his wealth ? 

He was oenerally thought to be very rich; the particular ſum [ 
cannot aſcertain. 

Is not Midnapore a frontier province, and part of it woody and 
mountifnous, inhabited by a wild diſorderly race of people ? 

Great part of it 1s. 

What is the diſtance from Burdwaa to the frontiers of the Mid- 
napore Province ? 

I ſuppoſe above a hundred miles. 

And then the witneſs was directeg to withdraw. 


PETER MOORE, Efauire, called in, and examined, 


Was you in the revenue department in Bengal ? ? 

1 was, 

In what Councils ! > 

Firſt in the Provincial Council of Calcutta, next in that of 
Moorſhedabad, 

Are you acquainted with the ſituation of the Zemdidary of 
Baharbund ? 

[t lies to the eaſtward of Dinagepore and Rungpore, I was 

 fationed in that neighbourhood. 

To whom did it originally belong ? 

1 believe to the Zemindary of Radſhi, belonging to Ranny 
Bowanny. 

For what reaſon was it taken from the Ranny of Radihi, and 
given to Cantoo Baboo ? 

1 do not cxaQtly reco!le&t: I believe on ſome plea of incapacity 
or inſufficiency in her to manage it, or fom* pretended decline in 
the revenue, owing to miſmanagement. LOL 

On what terms was it granted to Cantoo Baboo, or to his ſon ? 

| believe it was a. grant in perpetuity, at the revenue of rupees. 

82 or $4,200 per annum. | 
What amount did he tolle& from the country ? 

I cannot tell. The year I was in that neishbourhood the fettle= 

ment with his under tenants was {lomething above ruptes 335 3,000. | 
The inhabitants of the country objeQed to it; they aſſemble. in a 
body of about five, thouſand, and were progeeuing to Calcutta to 
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make known their erievances to the Committee of Revenue; they 
were ſtopped at Coflimbuzar by Noor Sing Baboo, the by! other of 
Cantoo Baboo, and there the matter was compromiled ; In what 
manner I cannot fay. 

Who is Nundoo du Loll Roy ? 

He was the farmer of Rad{hi, under the diviſion of Moorſhe- 
dabad, when I was a member. of that Council, He was a dif. 
miſſed ſervant of the Ranny of Radſhi. 

Did he pay his revenue ? 

He did not. 

What balance did he leave ? 

The witneſs defires to refreſh his memory from his own 
memorandums made at Moorſhedabad, and at Calcutta. 

The firſt was incurred in 1777-8, Bengal year, ending April 
1778, amounting to rupees *7 1£7,928. Second balance, Bengal 
year ending April 1782, being the firſt year of the eſtabliſhing the 
Committee of Revenue, he then had the farm given to him again, and 
incurred a further balance of rupees 45572553) making rupecs 
12,115,511. 

Was he when you came away ſti} indebted to Government to that 
amouns.? 

{ believe about 2,000 rupees hed been paid in diſcharge of the 
laſt balance of rupees 44574533: I do not know that any thing 
further has been paid, 

Do you know who Kelleram i is ? 

He 1s renter of the Bahar Province, either in part'or the whole. 

Do you know any thing of a Teep given, or engagement en- 
tered into, by Kelleram and Cullian Sing, or either of them, for 
a ſum of money to be paid by them to Mr. Haſtings, os for his 
ui. ? 

No, I do not. 

Have you no information whatſoever on that ſubject? 

I have ſome tniormation on the ſubject, but 1 hope the Commits 
tee will indulge me in not producing it, 

Why do you aſk that indulgence * 

Tr may bring a diſcredit upon others, which I ſhould be unwilling 
to do, 

And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw, 
And being again called in, 
He was aſked, 

Does it tend to criminate yourſelf ? 

No — | be perſon from whom I had the information is dead. 

V hat is the informazian you poſieis on the ſubject ? 

When the Provincial Councils were aboliſhed I was 
| Moorſhedabad ; I returned to Calcuita the latter end of Oc- 
' tober;, or the ' beginning of 'November i781. Mr. Wheler 

was my particular friend, Immediately on my arrival [ 
went to him; the ſubject of our converlation turned on the 
o l Ccxtta- 
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extraordinary 'revenue ſyſtem that had taken place. He ſaid he 
had done all he could to prevent it—That the plan had been three 
times ſhewn to him, and three times had it been altered, on ob- 
jeichs made by him— That he ultimately did not concur, but did 
not oppoſe, becauſe it was to no purpoſe—That a ſum of money 
had been offered to him ſince its inftitution. That the ſum receiv- 
ed from Kelleram had been four lacks of rupees, one half of which, 
or the whole, I do not recolle& exactly which, had been offered ta 
him, (to uſe the words of Mr, Wheler,) © as the only money which 
« had been in his diſpoſal fince he came to the chair '—No name 
was mentioned, : 

Who did you underſtand to be meant by his and he? 

The perſon who had tame to the cheir of Bengal, the Governor 
General,-Mr. Wheler did not mention this to me in confidence ; 
ſo far to the contrary, he.mentioned .it in terms from which he 
meant to derive merit from his re{iſtance to ſuch a temptation. 

Do you mean that the words his and he mean to refer to a diffe= 
rent perſon, in the end of your anſwer, to what they did in the 
beginning ? 
| 1 have delivered/them as the words uſed by Mr. Wheler, It 
was a mode of expreſfion adopted by him to avoid mentioning the 
name of the Governor General, to which he and h:s only can apply. 

The firſt (him) of money offered to him, then means that it was 
otrered to Mi Woheler ? 

Yes. pat 

Whether Mr. Wheler, previous to the words you have quoted as 
his (Mr, Wheler's) had named or alluded to Mr. Haſtings, fo as to 
make it clear that the words he and his muſt allude to Mr. Haſtings? 

We had bcfore been talking of Mr. Haſtings's meaſures, and of 
the meaſures of the Government General. 

Did you or did you noc underſtand from Mr, Wheler that Mr. 
Haftiogs did receive four lacks of rupees for aboliſhing the Provin= 
cla] Councils? 

No, certainly not—the money was received from Kelleram, wha 
bad only one farm under the new inſtitution. 

VWhat was the ſum received from Kelleram ? 

The ſum 1 have heard, was four lacks. 


Was the money fo given in conſideration of Mr, Haſtings 2i-" 


ving them, (Kelleram and Cullian Sing,) the farm of the province 
_ of Bahar in perpetuity ? 
I cannot ſpeak to it as a fact —T believe.it muſt have been fo. 

W hat reply did Mr, Wheler tejl you he made to the propoſal ? 
He did not tei] me he gave me ſufficiently to underkand that 


he had declined it, but hz went on with the converſation between 
hun and the perſon making the tender, that very ſufficiently indi- 
cated his refutal. The words were, ufing the third perſon's words 
as before, ** Then,” fays he, © it ſhall goto the Maratta fund.” 
Do you know who is .Nobk {ici ? 


Lord 
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Lord Clive's Moonſhee, 
Do you know a ay thing of his being appointed Sezawal of the 


diſtrict of Burdwan 


He was appointed Sezawal of Burdwan in 1730, the year pre. 
ceding the. appointment of the Committee of Revenue,- and held 
it two years. 

At what rate did he ſettle with Government for the Revenue of 
Burdwan ? 

'T he firſt year he held it at about thirty- eight Jacks the ſe. 
eond year he Committee levied an increaſe, 1 think, of hive lacks, 

Did he pay it ? 

T he firit year he paid wholly—the ſecond year he left a balance 
of rupees 1,83,500- 

What general uſe did he make of his power in Burdwan E 

His conduct was faid to be very irregular, and his exaQtions very 
great, and it clearly appears fo, from his payments being to ſo 
much greater amount the ſecond year than they were the firſt, 

Do you know, or have you any valid reaſons to believe, that Mr, 
Macpherſon dd at any time declare, that as foon as it might be in 
his power, he would compe] Gunga Govin Sing to refund, or to 
that effeQ? 

| 1 have received information on that ſubject, but I deſire to be 
excufed anſwering that queſtion. 

Why do you wiſh to be excuſed ? 

The perſon from whom | received the information is a Particue 
lar friend of mine, and | believe would not wiſh to have it men- 
tioned, 

Does it tend to criminate that perſon ? 

No. 

And the queſtion being objected to 
The witneſs was direted to withdraw, 


And being again called in ; 
He was aſked, 


Aﬀer the diffolution of the Councils in 1781, were there any 
ſeparate Collectorſhips continued or created for Engliſh gentlemen | E. 


A great many. 
W hat were they, and to whom were they given ? 


Mr. Touchet—the twenty-four Pergunnas. 
Mr. Dallas—Radſhi, 


Mr. Vanlittart —Nuddea, 


The reſt are included in the Revenue Plan delivered in by Mr. 


Stuart. 

Wete theſe Gratis ontivar or inconſiſtent with the gene- 
ral plan eſtabliſhed by Mr. Haftings in 1581 ? 

Directly oppoſite to his profeſſions. 
From what motive are the native renters, at a diſtance from 
Calcutta, cefirous tO Pay their renis at Calcutta f 


That 


That they may be left uncontrouled in their exaftions, oppref- 
fons, and extortions. | 

Were the great Zemindaries of Burdwan, Radſhi, Dinagepoor, 
and Nuddea, left under the management of the reſpective Zemin= 
dars, in conformity to the plain of 1781 ? 

Burdwan was not—Radſhi was not—Dinagepoor was given to 
Rajah Dceval Sing, whoſe exaCtions were ſuch as to cauſe an inſur- 


rection of the whole country, and the Company's troops were 


turned out to quel] it, ——N uddea was given nominally in charge 
to the Rajah ; but Mr. Macdowal, a ſervant of the Company, was 
ſtationed over him, to keep him punctual in his payments, 

Who is Gunga Govin Sing ? | 

He was, when [ left Bengal, Duan to the Committee of Revenue, 

What was his office and power during Mr, Haſtings's admini- 
ſtration, fnce 1780? 


He was formerly Duan to the Provincial Council ſtationed at | 


Calcutta, of which I was a member ; his conduct then'was licenti= 
ous and unwatrrantable, oppreſſive and extortionary : he was fſta- 
tioned under us to be an humble Fnd ſubmiſſive ſervant, and to be 
of uſe to us in the diicharge of our duty ; his conduct was every 
thing the reverie—we endeavoured to correct the miſchiefs he was 


guilty of as much as poſhble, In one attempt to releaſe fifteen 


perſons illegally confined by him, we were diſmiſſed our offices ; a 
different pretence for our diſmiſſhion was held out, but it was only a 
pretence, Since his appointment as Duan to the preſent Commit- 
tee of Revenue, tis line of conduct has only been a continuance of 
what I have deſcribed, but upon a larger ſcale. 

What was the general opinion of the natives of the uſe he made 
of his power *? : 

He was looked up to by the natives as the ſecond perſon in the 
Government, 3f not the frit; he was conſidered as the only chan- 
nc) for obiaining favour or employment from the Governor. 
There is hardly a native family of rank or credit within the three 
provinces, whom he has not ſome time or other diſtreſſed and af- 
flicted ; ſcarce a Zemindary that he has not diſmemberced and plun- 
gered;-:.*: 

Was you in a ſituation to know this to be true ? 

I certainly was. 

What was the general opinion, and your own, concerning his 
wealth ? 


It is almoſt impoſſible to form a competent judgment, his means: 


of acquiring it have been ſo extenſive. 1 had an account ſhewn 
to me about July 1785, ſtating his acquiiitions at three hundred 
and twenty lacks of rupees, 
Do you belicyve it paſhble he couid have acquired that ſum, or 
any thing like 1c f 
{ do really velieve he has acquired the greateft part of it ;—he 
certainly had the means ſo to 69. 
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_ - - What were the profeſſed objeAs and-effet of the appointment of 
-the Committee of Revenue in 1781, with reſpe to the colleQion 
of the revenues, and government of the country ? 

The profeſſed objeRts were, retrenchments of expence and im- 
provement of revenue; the effects were, increafe of expence, and 
decreaſe of revenue. I wiſh to exemplify this anſwer—the increaſe 
of revenue propoſed to be made, and promiſed to the public the 
four firſt years, amounted to rupees 85,10,152 ; the balances un- 

" collected-on the 13th of July 1785, which allowed fifteen months 

: to (the laſt year, amounted to no leis a ſum than rupees 

_ 1,26,23,624, exceeding the propoſed increaſe by rupees 41,1 3,472; 
_to-which is to be added rupees 24,833,075, increaſe of expence 
«during thoſe'four years, exceeding the eſtabliſhment of the Provin- 

- «ial Councils. | 
p And then the witneſs was direQed to withdraw, 
| To report a progreſs, &c, 


MINUTES, 
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Veneris, 30* die Martii 1787. 
COMMITTEE. of the Whole Houle on the Articles 


of Charge of High Crimes and Miſdeameanors, 


preſented to the Houſe againſt Warren Haſtings, 


Efquire, late Governor General of Bengal. 


WILLIAM MARKHAM, Eſquire, called in and examined, 


af you private Secretary to Mr, Haſtings in 1780 ? 
WAS. 

Do you recolle& Mr. Haſtings having mentioned to you, in June 
1780, that he had received a preſent of two lacks of rupees from 
Cheyt Sing, through his Buxey Suddanund ? 

[ recolle& going with Mr. Haſtings in his carriage to Sir John 
Day's; he meant to certify from Sir John [ay the terms of a co- 
alition which had been reciprocally entered into between him and 
Mr. Francis. On the return he told me, that Sir John D-y was 
a cautious man, and did not chuſe to decide between thern. Some 
minutes of Council at this time had paſſed, and objeQions had been 
made by Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler to an expedition propolted 
by the Governor General into the country of MaJva, on account 
of the expence that the Company would be put to by the difference 
of the troops being in cantonments or upon actual fervice out of 
the provinces. That lately Suddanund, Rajah Cheyt Sing's Buxey, 
had been with him, and had offered him a preſ-nt of two Jacks of 
rupees. That he had originally rejected the offer, but that, think- 
ing to do away theſe objections of Mr, Francis and Mr, Wheler, 


by offering a ſum equa] to the contingent expences, he had ac-. 


cepted it, and that it was paid, or to be paid, into the hands of Mr, 
| Croftes, the ſub-treaſurer. Thar he was now under a diffculty, 


as in the event of the expedition not being agreed to by the Board, _ 


he did not know what to do with this fur of money, as he could 
not think of taking it himſelf, Some days ago I ſaw Mr. Haſtings, 
and wifhing to be corre in my evidence betore this Committee, 


his 


] requelted to fee the copy of a letterin my own handewriting, 1n- 
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his letter book, from Mr. Haſtings to Mr. Lawrence Sulivan, + 
the time that I was his private ſecretary ; ] made extracts of the 
parts which related to the buſineſs for which LI imagined I was 
called before this Committee as a witneſs, ; 


The witneſs then referred to the Committee, whether he ſhould 


produce that paper, being the copy of that extract, and read 
it as part of his evidence. 


\ 


And then the witneſs was aſked ; 

In what office was Mr. Sulivan at that time ? 

I believe he was Deputy Chairman of the Court of DireRors, 

Does the letter relate to public buſineſs ? 

In ſome parts it does—ſome private. | 

Was it addrefſed to him as Deputy Chairman of the Eaſt India 
Company, or in his private capacity ? 

In his private capacity, | 

When did you ſee Mr. Haſtings, and take theſe extraQts ? 
* Since I was ordered to attend this Committee as a witneſs, 

Then you know that the copy book of theſe letters is now in 
Mr. Haſtings's poſſeflion ? 4 

Tt was yeſterday ; but it is his copy book of his private letters, 

Parts of which you have ſtated to be on public buſineſs—of a 
public nature ? | 

The pait that I have offered to this Committee is relative to the 
two lacks received from Cheyt Sing. | : 

Do you know of any objetion to the production of the whole 
of this Jetter, or of the copy book which contains it, to this Com- 
mittee ? | IE 


I neither know of Mr. Haſtings's objection to the producing it, 
nor that he would approve of it. | 


Do you know whether there are other letters in that book mak- 
ing ſimilar communications an public matters? | 


W hen I was ſecretary to Mr, Haſtings, 1 copied various letters 


into various books. Whenl aſked to lee this letter yeſterday, we 
were a larg time finding it, and in diſcovering in what book it was; 
and | da not know what particular letters may be in that book, or 
to what buſineſs they relate. | believe no public letters are 1n 1t, 
becaule it js a private Jetter book. Perhaps many people in private 
letters treat of public matters, but I do not know any public letter 
in the book. 

Was that letter ſent to be laid before the Court of Direfors ! 

It was not; but Mr. Sulivan, in the extract which I meant to 
produce, is allowed to make a public uſe of the ſubje& matter of 
which I ſpeak, if he pleaſed. —A public letter was ſent to the Court 


_ of DireQtors, which I believe is now before this houſe, ſome time 


in the Month of November. —I think this letter, which-1 have ex- 


tracted, went in a Danifh ſhip, and was dated 3cth Auguſt, no Eng- 
liſh ſhip failing at the time. And 
oP n 
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And then the witneſs was direted to withdraw. 
And being again called in, 
He was aſked, | 

Was you well acquainted with Mr, Wheler, and how long did 
you know him ? : 

I went to India with him in the year 1777, lived ſome time in 
his houſe, and during my reſidence in India, -though Secretary to 
Mr. Haſtings at the time when diſputes ran high in Council, was 
always, I believe, conſidered by him as a private friend, and one of 
his family whenever I choſe to be at his houſe, | 

Did you ever hear Mr. Wheler expreſs a diſapprobation of the 
abolition of the Provincial Councils ? | 

I recollect he uſed vften' to talk with me upon the ſubject when 
upon a party with Mr. Haſtings, at the country houſe of Mr, 
Croftes : I was at that time, by Mr. Haſtings's direRions, tranflat- 
ing ſome part of a plan of Gunga Govin Sing. He faid be con- 
ſidered the - whole of the plan as a good one for the collection of 
the revenue; on account of the difficulty which he ſaid there was 
in fixing reſponſibility upon a body of men like a Council 
but he ſaid he thought it too bold a meature, confidering Mr, 
Haſtings as an individual, as it might be taken hold of in this 
country to his prejudice, 

Did you ever hear Mr. Wheler ſay that he had been offered by 
Mr, Haſtings, or any other perſons ſuppoled to be connected with 
Mr, Haſtings, a ſum of money for giving his conlent to the abo- 
lition of the Provincial Councils ? 

Certainly never. 

Was you reſident at Benares at the time of the inſurreQion of 
Cheyt Sing ? 

1 was, 

Did you receive information that during that inſurreQion the 
two Begums had excited diſturbances in Oude, or either of them ? 

_ On the day of Captain Mayaffer's defeat at Ramnagur, Mir. 
Johnſon had unaccountably perſuaded Mr. Haſtings thar the belt 
thing for his ſafety and the welfare of the Company was, that ne 
(Mr, Haſtings) ſhould retreat by Jehanpoor, either to Sultanpoor, 
or Fyzabad, 1 do not recolle& which ; and the imall body of 
troops that were then with us were ordered to be ready. As foon 


as this was made public, the Dauk Moonihy, who tranſacted the 


buſineſs of the poſts under me, came to me with informarion that 
large bodies of -horſe were coming from the extreme parts of the 
Rajah's dominions by that road ; and that Nudj:bs and o:her troops 
were coming from the diſtrict of Fyzabad by tnat road ; and at the 
ſame time told me, that immediately as ſoon as Rajah Cheyt ding 
had acquired his liberty by the aſlaftination of the guard over him, 
he (Raja Cheyt Sing) bad diſpatched letters, by meſſengers on 
horicback, to Fyzabad. | | 
Was you of opinion, from any other fafts within your own 
| EY ©A __ knowledge 
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knowledge, that the Begums and the Eunuchs did afford aff. 
ance to Cheyt Sing during the inſurreRtion ? 

I do not wiſh to anſwer to maiters of opinion ; but TI at that 
time conſidered, being within two hundred miles of their place, 
their difaffeftion as much a thing of notoriety as the American 
war, or any other-event that 1 had not myſelf ſeen, $ 

Do you recollect having converſed with Engliſh gentlemen upon 
that ſubje&t? and did that ſeem to be the prevailing opinion amongſt 
them ? 6 PBs. 
| It is a matter I cannot give in evidence, becaufe I cannot name 
the perſon I talked to upon that ſubject. 

Do you believe you did converſe with Engliſh gentlemen upon 
that ſubject? Fes 2 
\ I believe I did——] recolle& Captain David Williams, but 
did not mention him, as his evidence is before the houſe. / 

Was you inſtructed by Mr. Haſtings to demand fifty Jacks of 
rupees on. the Company's account from Cheyt Sing, previous to 
the inſurre&ion at Benares ? | | 

And then the witneſs was direfted to withdraw. 
And being again called in, | 
The queſtion was repeated, 

Never. | 

Have you rreafon to believe that Cheyt Sing was tald by any 
other perſon that Mr, Haſtings had made that demand ? | 

I was informed at that time by Mr. Haſtings, that Mr. Wheler 
and Major Palmer, and I believe, Mr. Anderſon, were the only 
perſons acquainted with the meaſure which he meant to carry into 
execution, that is, of taking the fifty lacks from the Rajah. I was 
the confidential friend of Mr, Haſtings, and the Reſident at Be- 
Dares : I therefore do not ſuppoſe that it could have gone through 
any other channel, or poſſibly haye come to the ears of Rajah 
Cheyt Sing at that time, and not till after Mr. Haſtings publiſhed 
his narrative, as | believe it was not til] then generally known. 


t Was you preſent at the converſation between Mr. Haſtings and 


Cheyt Sing in the Budjero or boat ? 
No. gs 


Was you preſent at all converſations between Mr. Haſtings and 
Cheyt Sing's Vakeel ? 


To the beſt of my recolleion, immediately upon Mr. Haſtings's 


arriva] ar Benares he refuſed to ſee Chet Sing, or any Vakeel from 
Cheyt Sing; but | certainly was not preſcut at any converſation 
between Mr, Haſtings and the V akee]. 1 

Was you at Benares and Chunar when Sir Elijah Impev too 
the depoſrtions at thoſe places, relating to Cheyt Sing's inſurrection, 
and the conduct of the Begums ? 

I was ; but was preſent but once, to the beſt of my recolleRion, 
when any depoſition was taken, and | forget who the people were 
tet inade them, | | Dy oe 

Dig you yourſelt make any'depoſition on either of thoſe fubjechss 

| CRIES 1 really 
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I really do not immediately recollec, but if I did it will appear 
in the book. I conſidered the depoſitions as an idle buſineſs, and 
therefore it had no weight on my mind ; but I believe I did not. © 

Do you know any reaſon why you was not called upon to be 
examined in this Committee, previous to the vote of this Committee 
on thoſe ſubjeas ?. | 

And the queſtion being objected to 

The witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in ; | 
The queſtion was repeated, 

] can only fay what 1 heard without doors——that the proſe- 
cutor did not ſuppofe my evidence would go to eſtabliſh the facts 
which he afterred; and that, Mr, Haſtings's friends did not call 
me, ay they have called no witnefſes :—this is only hearſay, 

Do you know whether or not Bahar Ally Cawn was at Chunar, 
or Benares, while Mr. Haſtings was at either of thoſe places ? 

] believe not; at leaſt I had no intercourſe with him, ſo as to 
know that he was there. | 

Did you hear from any one, that he was at either of thoſe places ? 

To the beſt of my knowledge not. 

Was Mrs. Haſtings at Chunar? 

After the country was ſettled, ſhe came firſt to Benares, and then 
at Chunar. © 


What time do you refer to by ſaying, * after the country was 
&« ſettled ?”” | | 


When the diſturbances, occafioned by Cheyt Sing's revolt, were 
at an end, i k | 
Do you mean after the taking of Bidjegur ? 

Before the capture of Bidjegur ; but as that was ſo far aiſtant, 
and confined to ſuch a nook, (if I may ufe the expreſſhion,) of the 
diſtricts of Benares, I hardly reckon that amongſt the diſturbances, 
the reſt of the country being perfectly quiet. 

Was it before Mr. Haſtings returned from Chunar to Benares 
the firſt time? | 

After Mr, Haſtings returned to Benares. 

Then Mr, Haſtings did not ſee Mrs. Haſtings at Chunar till 
he had gone a ſecond time to that fort ? | 

Mr, Aatings, to the beſt of my recolleion, met Mrs. Haſtings 
on the river ſomewhere below Benares, after he had returned to Be- 
nares from Chiinar, 

Do you recoile& the date, or within a few days of the time? 

It was an event that I thought of fo little confequence it made 
no Impreſſion on my memory. | 

ilow long was it after the Nabob had departed from Chunar ? 

The Nabob departed from Chunar before Mr, Haſtings had lefe 
Chunar to return to Benares. 

Then the Nabob did not ſee Mrs, Haſtings at Chunar ? 

No, he did not. | | 
Nor at Benates ? 


He. 
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He did not. 

W as it uſual for natives defirous of acceſs to Mr. Heſtings to 
be introduced by Cantoo Baboo ? ; 

I wiſh the queſtion to be explained to me—does the queſtion 
mean, to be introduced at the door as a matter of ceremony, or that 
nobody could get acceſs to Mr. Haſtings but through Cantoo Ba. 
boo ? | 

Was it uſual for Natives, deſirous of communicating with Mr, 
Haſtings upon buſineſs, or other. matters, to be introduced by, and 
to make their applications through Cantoo Baboo? 

Dome [| believe did ſome through Mr, Haſtings's Moonſhee 
— ſome through his Areſbeg, or ſervant of ceremony—many by the 
native officers, or the European officers of Government, — —But | 
believe a man of high rank would have conſidered it as diſgraceful 
to have made application for introduction to any body but Mr, 
Haſtings himſelf ; and he was always ready to receive ſuch, | 

What was Mr, Haſtings's Moonſhee's name *? 

I really do not recolleQ, thoygh I often ſaw him. 

Was he known to be much in Mr. Haſtings's confidence ? 

© TI do not believe that Mr. Haſtings held him in very high eſteem 
as a man of ability—and was therefore more employed in the drudg- 
ery of buſineſs than in confidential buſineſs—but I ſhould not wiſh 
this to be taken upon my evidence, for he might be often employed 
in confidential buſineſs. 

Did you ever find that the Moonſhee and Cantoo Baboo had 
been employed in ſecret matters relating to the receipt of preſents by 
Mr. Haſtings, which had not been communicated to Mr, Middle- 
ton, and others of Mr. Haftings's confidential friends? 

I did not know of the receipt of any preſent, unleſs by common 
report in England and in India, excepting the one mentioned in 
the former part of my evidence. | | 

Then you was not acquainted by Mr, Haſtings with the receipt 
of the preſent of 100,000. and upwards from the Nabob at Chunar? | 

I was not— for as it did not come into my department as relident 
at Benares, communication would have been unneceſſary. 

Did you hear no rumour of that or other preſents, given by the 
Nabob to Mr. Haſtings at that period ? _ | 

I did not—and afterwards only underſtood that ten Jacks was. 
paid into the Company's treaſury, and not received by Mr. Haſtings. 

Do you recollect when you firſt heard ar all of the tranſaction? 

Not till after it was a thing talked of in public—but the preciſe 
time | cannot ſay. _ : As 

M0 you at Chunar when the Nabob parted from Mr. Haſtings! 

WAS. 
Did Huſſein Reza Cawn and Hyder Beg Cawn go with the Na- 
bob, or :emain behind ? OLSS. 

It is a thing I really do not recollect, as I was not concerned in 
any bulinels relating to Qude. - 

| [The 
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[The firſt part of the witneſs's anſwer to the 2d queſtion, at' 
the beginning of his evidence, was again read to him. 


As the firſt part of your anſwer to the ſecond queſtion put to you 
has no relation to the queſtion, for what purpoſe have you intro- 
duced thoſe circumſtances ? 

I thought it was neceſſary to mention the reaſons of Mr, Haſtings's 
going to Sir John Day, as his relation of the matter of the preſent 
of the two lacks to me in the carriage afterwards grew out of the 'N 
converſation which muſt have paſſed between him and Sir John | 
Day. 1I did not mean to enter into the merits of the cauſe, or to 
have brought it before the attention of the Committee, 

Do you mean to affirm, that the expence was the only or only 
matevial objection made by Mr. Wheler and Mr. Francis to the 
propoſed expedition in Malva, under Mijor Camac ? 

I have affirmed nothing of the kind—1 have only repeated a con- 
verſation between Mr. Hai-ings and myſelf, that he ſgid that it was 
the materia) part of the objection—Ir is not I that of It. 

Do you mean to affirm, that Mr. Wheler approved of the abo- 
lition of the Provinci:z] Councils, and of the inſtitution of the 
Committee of Revenue in 1781 ? 

I have never ſpoken of the inſtitution of the Committee of Re- 
venue, —I remember perfe&ly Mr. Wheler's opinion at that time 
was, that the colleQion of the Revenues by Councils was not a 
wiſe manner of collecting it—and that at that time his idea was, it 
would have been better for the country, if ſma}l appointments for 
collections had been made, each to about the amount of eight or 
ten lacks, and the Company's ſervants had been appointed to them. 

Did Mr. Wheler approve of the change upon the whole—the 
abolition of the Councils, and the inſtitution of the Committee of 
Revenue in the place of the Councils ! 

| do not recolle& whether any converſation paſſed between my- Fl 
ſelf and Mr, Wheler reſpecting the Committee of Revenue. | j | 

Might it not poſſibly happen, that Mr. Haitings might have made 
an offer of a ſum of money to Mr. Wheler without your knowing it ? | 

[ think it moſt probable that if ſuch a thing was, I ſhould not 
have known it— becauſe both the one and the other would have _ | 
avoided letting people into a ſecret which, upon the face of it, it WW!) 
was for their mutual intereſt to conceal. | 

And the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


DAVID ANDERSON, Eſquire, called in, and examined, 


How long was you in the Company's Civil Service in Bengal ? 
Adourt 18 years, | | 


ed you principally employed in the Revenue line ? | i 
| CS» | © 


When | | 
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When was you appointed Preſident of the Committee” of Reye. 
nue in Bengal ? : 

About the end of February 1781. 

Did you, while Preſident of that Committee, hear that Rajah 
Cullian Sing and Kelleram had given a ſum of money, or a Tecp 
for a ſum of money to Mr. Haſtings ? 

When | received the ſummons of this houſe, I enquired to what 
point I was likely to be examined.—In conſequence thereof, I made 
a minute of ſuch circumſiances as I could recolle& regarding it, 
If the Committee will give me leave, I beg to refer to that mi- 
nute, 

From whom did you make that enquiry ? 

From Major Scott. 

From whence did you take that minute? | b 
| From no place — It is a minute only of the circumſtances 

which I could recolleQ, | | 

bo that migute made by yourſe]f ? 

It is, | | 

Did you, while Prefident of the Committee of Revenue, hear 
that Rajah Cullian Sing and Kelleram had given a ſum of money, 
or a Teep for a ſum of money, to Mr. Haſtings ? 

About the end of the year 1580, or the beginning of'1781, I fre- 
quently heard reports of money being paid, or promiſed to be paid, to 
Mr. Haſtings by people concerned in farming or colleCting the Reve- 
nues ; and, in particular, I heard that a ſum, which to the beſt of 
my recolle&ion was ſaid to be 4 lacks of rupees, had been paid, or 
promiſed to be paid, to him by Kelleram in behalf of himſe]f and 
Cullian Sing, for making the ſettlement of Bahar.—At firſt I paid 
n0 regard to theſe reports, as I had little concern with them, and 


ſcarcely believed them—but after I came to be Preſident of the 


General Committee of Revenue, fome circumſtances made me 
treat the report regarding Kelleram and Cullian Sing more ſeriouſly 
——[ think it was a private correſpondence which 1 had with a 
friend at Patna, who mentioned to me that one of the parties, I be- 
lieve Cullian Sing, had poſitively aſſerted that a ſum was either paid 


or promiſed to Mr. Haſtings —I well remember that I went to Mr. 


Haſtings, and mentioned to him what 1 had heard, and that he told 
me to give myſelf no concern or uneafineſs on the ſubject, but to 
proceed in the diſcharge of my duty, without regard to any thing [ 
might hear—for that any money that had been received from Kel- 
leram, and all the ſums which had been received from any of the 
perſons employed in the Revenue, were paid in on account of the 
Company to the Sub-Treaſurer, Mr. Croftes —and 1 remember, 
that either upon this or upon ſome other occafion, he (Mr Haf- 
tings) told me that he thought it was right at that time of public 
diſtreſs to take that method of procuring money for the Company, 
Which could not be procured as part of the eftabliſhed Revenue.— 


1 do not remember that | ever ſpoke on the ſubject to Mr, CIoRete 
| | |  thoug 
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though it is very poſſible I did, as he and I met daily at that time in 
the courſe of our buſinel(s, and we were on a very friendly footin 
—this | am ſure of, that nothing that | ever afterwards heard, led 
me to form the ſmalleſt doubt of the truth of what Mr. Haſtings 
had told me. 

Who was the perſon from whom you received the letter ſent to 

ou from Patna, and whether that letter exiſts ? 

The letter was from Mr. Thomas Law—and I do not know 
whether it exiſts or not, as molt of my papers are in Scotland, and 
I have not had an opportunity of referring to them lately. | 

Do you know any other circumſtances, beſides that letrer, which 
induces you to believe that money was given to Mr. Haſtings ? 

I bave already mentioned reports; but I do not recolleCt any 
other gircumſtance, 

Did Mr. Haſtings at any time interfere, to prevent the Commit- 
tee of Revenue from realizing the full amount of the Revenues 
from Patna, Dinagepoor, or Nuddea ? rd Oi rs 

I do not recollect that ever he did, while I continued to officiate 
as Preſident of the Committee of Revenue. | 

Did Mr. Haſtings interfere, to prevent the Committee from re- 
alizing the full amount of the Revenues from any other diviſions of 
the provinces ? | 

I do not recalle& that ever he did. 


Was you in habits of intimacy and confidential communication 

m_ Mr Shore, who was Preſident in your abſence ? 
es, | 

Did Mr. Shore ever complain, that Mr. Haſtings. interfered to 
My Committee from realizing the full amount of thoſe Re- 
venues { 

I do not remember that Mr, Shore ever made ſuch complaint, 

Uid Mr, Haſtings, while you prefided in the Committee, ſupport 
its authority in its full extent ? 

"1-08, | | 

Was the Britiſh Empire in India in a very precarious tate at the 
cloſe of the year 1781 ? 

And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in ; 
The queſtion was repeated. Ke, 

As that is a matter of opinion, | ſhould myſelf have wiſhed to have 
declined ſaying what I thought on the ſubject ; but as the Com- 
mittee are pleaſed to aſk the queſtion, I. think myſelf bound to an- 
iwer it,—[ think the Britiſh Empire in India was in a very pre- 
Shue ſtate during the whole of the year 1781, and for ſome time 
after, 

Did the ſeparate treaty with Madajee Scindia remove the danger 
and difficulties with which the Engiiſh were ſurrounded in every 
part of India in 1781, and in part of the following year ? 
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By no means in every part of India it diminiſhed our danger in 
that particular quarter. | 
Did it operate to the relief of the diſtreſſes in the Carnatic ? 
Not- immediately; it led to meaſures which certainly enabled 
the Government of Bengal, at a future period, to give more ef. 
fectual relief to the Carnatic. 
Was you deputed by Mr, Haſtings to negotiate a peace with the 
Marattas ? ; | SS Wo, 
Yes. 


Did you receive a letter, while in the Camp of Madajee Scindia, 
from Lord Macartney and the Sele&t Committee at Madras, dated 
ſome time in March 1782, repreſenting the diſtreſſed ſtate of the 
Carnatic ? R 

And the queſtion being objeed to ; 
The witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in; | 
The queltiqn was repeated, 

Yes. | 

Have you that letter ? 

Yes. | 

You will produce it ? 

The letter is written in cypher ; and the tranſlation of it is made - 
by mylſelf—It is orobares by myſelf. 


Was-you in poſſeſſion of the key for decyphering that letter ? 
Yes, | | 


[The witneſs delivers in the letter, ] 
And then he was direCted to withdraw, 
And being again called in, the letter was delivered back to him, 
Did the letter which you received from the Preſident and Selet 
Committee of Fart St, George, dated 15th March 1782, deſcribe 


their ſituation generally, as in the higheit degree alarming and 
dangerous ? 


It certainly did, | 
You will go on. to ſtate the contents of that letter? 
And the queſtion being objeCted to; 
The witneſs was directed to withdraw, 
And being again called in, 
He was aſked ; 
Whether during the troubles of Benares, the Begums, or either 
of them, according to any information you received, excited dil- 
turbances in Oude ? Yi 


I underſtood that there were troubles in OQude, and that they. 
were excited by the Begums. | 

Was it a generally received opinion amongſt the Enzliſh gentle- 
men then at Benares, that troops had been ievied at Fyzabad for 
the {ervice of Cheyt Sing? | 

1 have heard the circumſtance ; but 1 do not remember whether 
it was a general received opinion or ng. 


Whether 
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Whether Mr. Haſtings informed you, while you was at Benares, 
or ſince, that he had demanded 50O lacks of rupees from Uheyt 
Sing ? 

He never did. | | n 

Do you recolle& having any converſation at Benares or Chunar, 
with a Vackeel of the Nabob of Farruckabad ? 

I had frequent converſations with him at Penares, | 

Did the Vackeel inform you that his maſter was diſſatighed with 
the conduCtt of Mr. Shee, and had appli:d tro Mr, Haſtinzs for his 
removal ? 

He complained that the Reſident of the Engliſh encroached upon 
the authority of his maſter, and he therefore certainly wilhed his 
removal ; but I do not recollec whether or not he faid he had ap- 
plieFto Mir. Haſtings. | 

Why, as you ſaid you had left all your papers and letters in 
Scotland, you happen to have with you the letter from Lord Ma- 
cartney, which is in cypher ? 

[ believe the honourable member who has propoſed the queſtion 
has mifinterpreted my anſwer ; he will find ! did not fay all 

Whether you do or do not know that receiving preſents by any of 
the ſervants of the Cumpany, is not only contrary to the orders of 
the DireQors, but contrary to law ? * 

T1 have underſtood it is contrary to the orders of the DireQors; 
but as to the point of law, I cannot offer any opinion to this houſe, 

Whether in your opinion Mr. Haſtings receiving four lacks of 
rupees from the two farmers of Bahar is not directly contrary to the 
orders of the DireRors ? | | | 

If he received them on his own account, I imagine they were. 

If he did receive them without any order from the DiceQors for 
ſo doing, is it not your opinion that he was aCting contrary to 
their orders ? 

1 do not recolle& ever to have heard that there was any order of 
the Court of DireRors, that the Governor General ſhould not receive 
money, and bring it to the public account. C 

Did you ever read the act appointing the Governor General, or 
are you totally ignorant of it? 

I have read it. 

W hat is your opinion of it ? SES 

I do nut preſume to offer any opinion of it to this houſe. 

W hy did you ſele& from your papers (the moſt of which you 
ſay you left in Scotland) this particular paper which you have now 
produced ? | 

Thinking that my correſpondence whilſt I was employed in the 
negociation of the Maratta peace might poſſibly be wanted during 
my reſidence in London, I endeavoured to collect all the papers 
which had any relation to that ſubjet, and brought them along 


with me. hat letter is one of the papers, 
v9 2 Wa 
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Was you, or was you not, defired to come immediately to Lon 
_ don, and to bring this letter and many other papers with you ? 

I had ſeveral motives for coming to London. —dSeveral of my 
friends wiſhed me to come up, but none of them deſired me to 
bring that letter in particular, nor any other. | 

hat are the names of thoſe ſeveral friends ? 

If the Committee wiſh to know their names, I have no objec. 
tion. —Mr. Haſtings was certainly one of them, 

How long have you been in Longon ? 

I came up in November laft, 

Did the eſtabliſhed Revenue of Bahar fall in arrear in the year 
1781, and what was the balance ? 

' Tcan only ſpeak from hearſay. TI have heard it fell in arrear, but 
how much I cannot fay,—I was at that time in the Maratta 
country. | 

Do you think it a juſt and ſafe principle in the management of 
the revenues, for a Governor General to take money privately 
from the farmers, in preference to making it part of the public 
eltabliſhed Revenue ? . 

It is very difficult for me to form an opinion immediately upon 
that point. —T here may be many arguments for it, and many 
againſt it. | 
San you ſtate any argument for it ? 

It maybe ſaid that it was a cuſtom in the Mahometan Government 
fo receive money as a Peſhcuſh, beſides the eſtabliſhed Revenue; 
and it might alſo be ſaid, that the Zemindars or farmers would 
agree to an extra-payment of that kind, when they would not 
agree to an increaſe of the eſtabliſhed Revenue: but how far theſe, 
or any other arguments which might be ſuggeſted in favour of it, 
will ſufficiently juſtity the praQice, I cannot pretend to form any 
Opinion upon. op; 

Would you recommend fuch a principle to the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, for the management of their Revenue ? : 

1 am really incapable of ſaying whether | would or not. 

Do you think that mode the ſureſt to realize the greateſt Re- 
venue from the country, and the moſt ſecure againſt fraud an 
colluſion ? | EF 
Ir js certainly not the ſureſt againſt fraud and colluſion, but it 
certainly might anſwer as an expedient to raiſe money for a tem - 
porary occaſion, 7 | | 

Is it your opinion that the Two Farmers General of Bahar pay- 


ing 40,c00l. before they received -one farthing of the Revenue, _ 


would enable them better in all time coming, to fulfil their agree» 
ment with the Company ? | 

If the fact is eſtabliſhed, that the money was paid before they 
received any part of the Revenue, they certainly would not be en- 
- abled from thence to pay it the better, - | 

| | Would 


Crar } 


Would they not be diſenabled to pay it, ſo far as the 40,000). 
went ? LDH 

It certainly would be a diminution of their reſources. 

How long was you Preſident of the Committee of Revenue in- 
ſtituted in 1781 ? 

I retained the office of Preſident to the Committee of Revenue 
from the end of February 1781 to the end of January 1578s ? 

During what part of that period did you attend and act as 
Preſident, and during what part of it was you engaged in other 
employments ? 

From the time I was appointed till about the middle of July I 
officiated - as Preſident ——1 was then ordered by the Board to ac- 
company the Governor General to the upper Provinces —In my 
way F was employed ia adjuſting ſome revenue buſineſs in Bahar. 
—[n November 1581, whilſt I was with the Governor General 
at Benares, an opening occurring far a general peace with the Ma- 
rattas, the Governor General ſent me upon that, and I continued 
until the month of November 158 3— I was afterwards ſent up to 
the Governor General at Lucknow till October or November 
1784; from that time the remaining three months I officiated ag 
Preſident of the Committee of Revenue, | 

Did you ever ſee and examine an account of demand, re- 
ceipt, and balances of the four firſt years of the Committee's ſet- 
tlement, viz. from April 1781 to July 1785, drawn up by Gunga 
Govin Sing ? wy | 

{ do not remember. | 


Was it not in Gunga Govin Sing's office to have drawn out ſuch 


an account ? 

_ From his office ſuch an account might certainly be drawn out— 
but for the information of the Board, it would have come more 
officially and properly from Mr. Crofts, who was Accountant Ge- 
neral to the Revenue department. 

How long, and at what periods, were Mr. Shore and Mr. 
Charters abſent from the Committee of Revenue, and on what 
account ? 5 8 | 

{ am not ſure of the exatt period of their abſence, Mr. Shore 
was firſt abſent at Dacca, forming the ſettlement there: he was 
atterwards abſent at Patna, forming the ſettlement at that diſtrict, 
Nr. Charters was abſent at Patna upon revenue buſinels, 

In your abſence, and in the abſence of Mr. Shore, on whom 
did the conduct of the whole buſineſs of the revenues of the thres 


POYIRees of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, really and in cttect de- 
volve ? 


Upon the remaining members of the Committee, Mr. Crofts 


and Mr. Evelyn—-Mr. Shore and Mr, Charters I believe were not 

abſent at the fa ne time, pe | 
1s it your deliberate opinion that the late Mr, Crofts did poſ- 
eſs ſuficicnt knowledpe and experience in the revenue branch, as 
well 
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well as leiſure from his other laborious avocations, to execute the 
duties of Preſident of the Committee? 

I think he poſſeſſed abilities and knowledge enough to execute 
the duties of it as well as any (with a very few exceptions) of the 
Company's ſervants. I am not exaQly ſure what leiſure he might 
have. I am ſure it took up all my time. I know he had good 
afliſtance in his other office, 

Did you ever read a paper written by Mr. John Shore, entitled, 
&« Remarks on the Mode of adminiftering juſtice to the Natives in 
* Bengal, and on the ColleCtion of the Revenues,” and recorded 
by Mr. M<Pherſon on the 18th day of May 1785? 

[ have read it in England. 

Do you admit or deny the truth of the following opinion of Mr, 
Shore, relative to a Dewan of the Committee of Revenue, viz, 
_«« The Committee muſt have a Dewan or executive officer, call 
*« him by what name you pleaſe. "This man, in fact, has all the 
« revenues paid at the Preſidency at his diſpoſal ; 3 and can, if he 
« has any abilities, bring all the renters under contribution. It 
« is little advantage to reſtrain 'the Committee themſelyes from 
6. bribery or corruption, when their executive officer has the 
« power of practiſing both undeteRed.”—**< "That to diſplay the 
4 arts employed by a native on ſuch occaſions, would fall a Folens 
« He diſcovers the ſecret reſources of the Zemindars and renters, 
«© their enemies and competitors ; and by the engine of hope and 
« fear, raiſed upon theſe foundations, he can work: them to his 
«« purpoſes. The Committee, with the beſt intentions, beſt abi- 
«« lities, and Readieſt application, muſt, after all, be a tool in the 
* hands of their Dewan ?” 

I do not think that I ſhould have written it quite fo ſtrong ; but 
I do in a great meaſure agree to it, that is, I think there is a great 
deal of truth in his obſervation; I think, in particular, that it 
would require great exertion in the Committee, and great abilities 
on the part of the Preſident, to reſtrain effetually the condutt of 
the Dewan, 

Who was Dewan of the Committee, from the time of its in- 
ſitution, in the beginning of 1781, to the time you left Bengal ? 

Gunga Govin Sing, 

_ Could the preceding opinions of Mr, Shore mean to apply to any 
perſon but Gunga Govin Sing ? 

I ſhould imagine hey apply generally to the ſyſtem of appointing 
a Dewan. 

From what ſpecific experience could Mr. Shore draw that opi- 
"nion, which you ſuppoſe to be general, but from the particular 
condu@t of Gunga Govin Sing ? | 

From no other experience but his own in the diſcharge of his 
duty. 
Did you not conſider yourſelf as very much in the favour and 
confidence of Mr. Haſtings ? 


I conſidered 


, 
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] conſidered myſelf as being honoured with a very confiderable 
ſhare of his favour and conhdence, | 

Whether Mr. Haſtings informed you of the money which he 
had taken privately from the Vakeel of Cheyt Sing ? 

Never. Mr. Haſtings's communications to me were generally 
confined, at that period, to the buſineſs in which I was myſelf ea- 
2a0ed, | | 
: Did he ever inform you of any money which he had taken from 
Nundoo du Lol] ? 


Neverz . © 
Did he ever inform you of any money which he had taken from 


 Nobkiflen ? 


No, never. | | | 

Whether he informed you of the money which he had taken 
from Kelleram and Cullian Sing, Farmers General of the Province 
of Bahar, before you applied to him on that occaſion ? 

Never. 

Were not all thoſe four latter perſons concerned in the manage=- 
ment and collection of the revenue, and ſubject to your Bcard ? 
. [They were; but from what I have ſince heard I underſtand that 
the tranſaction relative to them, excepting Nundoo du Loll and 
Nobkiften, happened before the Board was conſtituted. 

Whether, before the Board was conſtituted, theſe perſons were 
not under the juriſdiction of ſome of the Provincial Councils ? 

They were; but [ believe immediately before the conſticution 
of the Board, the diſtricts of Bahar and Dinagepoor paid their Re- 
venues directly to the Preſidency, and were withdrawn from the 
juriſdiction of the Provincial Council ; but of this point I am not 
very clear, | 

With whom did they make their ſettlement, and to whom did 
they pay their rents, at the intermediate time which you have ſtated? 

If I remember right, to the Governor General and Council, 

Was there no intermediate officer between the Governor Gene- 


ral and Council and them to ſettle their accounts, and receive their 
rents ? | | 


I believe none, unleſs the Roy Royan and the ſuperintendant of | 


the Kalſah 3 but regarding that period my own recolleQion is not 
very clear, becauſe my own attention was confined at that time to 
the diſtrict under my own ſuperintendance. ? | 

Do you not know enough of the conſtitution of the Company's 
ſyſtem of Revenue, to know undec whoſe juriſdiction they mult ne- 
ceſiarily be in the firſt inſtance ? 

No; becauſe the ſyſtem was liable to changes. 

You will diſtintly anſwer whether or no all Farmers of Re- 
venue have not ſome intermediate perſon to make the fettlement, 
and collect the rents between them and the Governor General ? 

It was uſual, doubtleſs, to have ſome intermediate perſon ; but 
many inſtances may be found on the Company's records of the 


ſettlement 


ment 
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oo — og being immediately made by the Governor General and 
ouncil. ; 

Whether you have any reaſon to believe that the Governor Ge. 
neral and Council did make the ſettlement with theſe Farmers pub- 
licly at the . board, in their own charater of Governor General 
and Council? _ 

I know lo very little of the matter, that I cannot ſay whether 1 
have reaſon to believe that they did, or that they did not. TI have 
already obſerved that I was at that time confined to my own particu- 
lar department, and at the diſtance of fifty-fix miles from Calcutta, 

When you came to the head of the Revenue Department, was it 
not your duty to know ſomething concerning the ſettlement made 
by theſe men, and to whom they had paid their rents previous to 
your appointment to the Board. 

And the queſtion being objected to, 
The witneſs was direed to withdraw, 
And being again cailed in, 
The queſtion was repeated. | | 

It certainly was my duty to know the amount of the ſettlement, 
and the various conditions of it, amongſt which muſt be to whom, 
and at what particular place, the Revenue ought to be paid ; but [ 
do not conceive that it was my duty to aſcertain by whom, or in 
what manner, the ſettlement was made, ; 

You are a man of buſineſs——could you poſſibly know what a 
recent ſettlement was, and where the Revenue was to be paid, with- 
out knowing to which of the Company's officers that revenue was 
payable, and who it was that had made that ſettlement? | 

I think | muit have known to which of the Company's officers it 


' was payable, becauſe the Kalſah was the office under the Counci), 


to which only any Revenues not made payable to the Provincial 
Councils, or the ColleQtors, could well be paid ; and of that office 
there was a regular ſuperintendant: but I might have heard gene- 
rally that the ſettlement of a diſtrict was made by the Governor 
General and Council, without knowing what particular officer 
they choſe to employ in effecting it, or whether it was done 14mme- 
diately at the Board, in their own preſence, or not. 

You are deſired to anſwer not as to what you might hear, but as 
to what you officially knew ? | 

I do nut remember that I knew any thing officially, further than 
what I have ſaid. | | # 

Did you not know that Gunga Govin Sing was concerned in 
the ſettlement or colle&ion of Dinagepoor, one or both ? 

{ did not know officially that he was concerned in the ſettle- 
{ may have heard it, and I think I have: but with re- 
ſ>ect to his being concerned in the collections of Dinagepoor, before 
the General Committee of Revenue was formed, (o far from know- 
ing it rhen, if this Committee have it not before them on authentic 


Vide.1tz, 1 thould be inclined to doubt it at this moment. 


You 
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You are delired to ſay in what capacity Gunga Govin Sing made 
the ſettlement of Dinagepoor ? BE 

I do not know poſitively that he did make the ſettlement of Di- 
nagepore ; but if he did, he may have done it as deputy Canongoe, 
which office he held'; or as a perſon in whoſe knowledge and abi- 
lities the Governor General and Council could confide. 

If he was not concerned in the public colletion, what muſt be 
the effect of colleQting a ſum of money in that Province privately 
for the Governor General in the colleCion of another perſon ? 

I ſhould think it ſcarcely probable that he did cellect in that Pro- 
vince—if he colleQted any thing, it was more likely to be remitted 
to him in Calcutta, 

Through whoſe hands did the negociation or ſettlement of the 
money privately paid to Mr, Haſtings from the Patna diftrict, paſs? 

TI d6 not know. 

Have you heard of the tranſaCtion, without hearing of the agent ? 

Yes, Z 

Did you never enquire ? 

Moſt likely I never did. 

Did you or did you not enquire ? 

I can ſpeak to the beſt of my recollection that I never did. 

Do you think that if your Dewan was a private agent for the 
Governor General, in the collection of a ſecret revenue for him, 
and that he was known to be ſuch among the Farmers, it would 
not much weaken the power and authority of your Board, and 
ſtrengthen that of the Dewan ? | | 

1 did not find it ſo. 

Whether you did not attend Mr. Haſtings up to Benares in 1781? 

1 attended him up to Patna, and rejoined him at Benares, 

What reaſon did the Governor General give for taking you from 
your duty, and cauſing you to attend him to Benares ? 

I believe his reaſons are upon record I believe it was becauſe 
he thought I could be of aſliſtance to him. 

In what ? | | 

In the objects of his journey. 

W hat were thoſe objects ? 

They are detailed in the Governor General's minute. 

And then the witneſs was directed to withdraws 
And being again called in; 
He was aſked, 

For what purpoſe was you taken up to Benares ? 

For the purpoſe of afliſting the Governor General in ſuch buſt- 
neſs as might come before him in his journey to the Northern Pro- 
Vinces, | 

Was you entruſted by the Governor General with the know- 
ledge of the preſents which he had taken from the Nabob and his 
miniſters? | | TW | 


No.—T was not, 


T And 
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And then the witneſs was direted to withdraw, 
And it being propoſed to examine William Popham, Eſquire, 
2 member, in his place 
The ſaid member declined being examined, 


| 


Then an Extrat of a Letter from the Governor General and 
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Council of Bengal, dated Fort William, October 16, 1781, 
ſigned Edward Wheler, John Macpherfon, was read, as fol- 
lows: | 


© 25, Fortunately for the other Prefidencies, cultivation was never 
in higher perfeCtion, or more productive than' it is at preſent, 
in this country. There is Jikewife a profpect of great in- 
creaſe, with more eaſe to the natives, from the preſent mode 
of colleCting the revenue, In every new arrangement, the 
ſatisfaction and ſecurity of the natives muſt be firſt confidered ; 
it is upon their happineſs a wiſe Government will ever en- 
deavour to eſtabliſh its proſperity, and whatever line the iſſue 
of war may leave, as the boundary of our territories over all 
India, upon the eſtabliſhment of general peace, policy, if not 
juſtice, direfs, that our chief frontiers ſhould be occupied by 
allies, who have an intereſt in ſtanding between us and the 
incurſtons of enemies; and who ſhould be taught to feel that 
their arms were neceſſary only againſt thoſe enemies, and nct 
againſt our own ambition,” | 


Then an Extra of the Revenue Letter from Bengal, dated 


24th Auguft 1786, received by the Ranger, was read, as 
follows: | 


© 6th. In our laſt diſpatch from the Public Department, un- 
der date the 3d of July laſt, you were duly informed of the 
abolition of the Committees, and conſequent inſtitution of the 
new Board of Revenue; and we now beg leave to refer you to 
the conſultation marked in the margin, for the few general re- 
gulations which we have prepared and furniſhed them with, 
to ſerve as a conſtitution to their Board; on which we ball 
only here further obſerve, that the rules therein preſcribed for 
their guidance, are drawn principally from thoſe eſtabliſhed at 
the inſtitution of the late Committee of Revenue in February 
1781, with ſuch alterations only as your orders of the 21ft of 
September 1785, appeared to render neceſlary. 

*-Jth. We fee] great fatisfaction in being able to tranſmit to 
you a number in the packet, the copy of a letter addreiled t0 


© us from the office of the Accomptant General to the Revenue 


Department, conveying two ſtatements (copies of which = 
ce a [6] 
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© alſo tranſmitted) of the reductions we have been able to make in 
« the charges of that department ; from which you will obferve 
© the manner in which they have been ultimately reduced within 
© the ſum of 72,c0,000 of rupees, to which your order of the 
© 11th of April 1785 had limited them. "The accounts above 
«© referred to being in themſelves ſufficiently explanatory, we 
« ſhall only obſerve, that you may rely on our utmoſt attention 
© to keep this eſtabliſhment in time to come within the bounds 
© to which you have confined it. Re, 
< 8th. The Board of Revenue having juſt furniſhed us with 
© a general ſtate of the ſettlement, receipts, and balances of the 
© Revenues at Bengal and Bahar, for the Bengal year 1192, 
« ending in April laſt, we have the honour of tranſmitting a 
£ copy of it a number in the Packet, together with a copy of 
© the Board of Revenue's addreſs to us on this occaſton, and of the 
© ſeverai accompanyingexplanations of the ujtimate balance; which 
< we are happy to obſerve to be comparatively fo very inconfider- 
© able, amounting on the whole to only rupees 8,86,269. 11. q2. 
© of which the Board deem nearly ſix lacks to be fti!] re- 
© coverable; ſo that we have reafon to believe that the collec- 
« tions in general for the Jaſt Bengal year 1192, or 1785-6, have 
© been very ſucceſsfully realized, as will be ſufficiently evident, 
* from a compariſon of the accounts of this and former years, 
© {ince. the date of your fervants himſelf aſſumed the immediate 
© agency of the Dewanny; and we have the more ſatisfaction in 
* making this remark, from the opinion we entertain, that fo 
* near a completion of the colleion of the annual 1encal has not 
© been the effe& of any {train on the country at large, or on any 
© part thereof; which is, we are convinced, well enough able to 
© bear its preſent aſle{ſlment, provided due care be taken to prevent 
< all oppreflions from individuals; and if our preſent views ſuc- 
© ceed, in reſpect to the advantages expected to be derived from 
© the inſtitution of tne office of Sheriftadar, and the propoſed 
* general enquiry into the Bazee Zeemeen, or alienated lands, 
© your Government in this country may have the happineſs of 
* increaſing perhaps conſiderably further your territorial reſources 
© without injury to the inhabitants from whom they were derived.” 


Then an Extra of a Minute of Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, 
in the Revenue Department, dated in December 1782*, 
was read as follows : : 


© This eſtimate being formed on ſales aQtually made, it muſt 
© be correct; and it appears, that the profit has greatly exceeded 
© the expeCtations of the Comptroller, when he delivered in 


z * Vide Pap:r, intituled, «Copy of Minutes of Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, 
_ and Join Macpherlon, Eſquire, ny the Revenue Department, relative to 
the itucreale of the Revenues, datedin.,December 1782.” 
6 1% 6 his. - 


SAY, 


i < his laſt eſtimate, from which the above-mentioned ſum of 
« Sicca rupees 29,93,132. 2. I4. J- Was ſtated, 
© I ſhall cloſe this minute by ſtating the increaſe which has 

© actually been made in the Revenue branch, as it has been 
« proved by the preceding calculations: I include the profit on 
| « the ſalt, although formed on a compariſon of a more remote 
< period than that of the Land Revenue, becauſe it is the effec of 
* a new and improving ſource, which, until the year 1187, 
© yielded a very ſcanty and precarious Revenue, and even that 
< annually declining; and which was improved in the ſucceed- 
« ing year, 1188, and will moſt probably be made to yield a 
« ſtill greater increaſe of income, 

© I ſhall add the profit ariſing to the Company from the 
© reduction on the price of the articles of which the inveſtment 
< is compoſed, becauſe it muſt be conſidered as an increaſe 
© of income to the Company in Europe ; and it is a particular 
« ſatisfaction to me, to find that the whole amounts to upwards 
< of one million fterling per annum. 


< The Increaſe is as follows: 


© On Land Revenue, as before 
. ſtated Sa. Rs. 32,40,150 15 IO 3; 


or, Cr. Rs. 37,538,575 12 2 0 
© Salt do, Sa, Rs, 40,91,709 12 18 2; ry 


or, Cr. Rs. 47,46,452 15 7 © 


s To this I add the reduQion in the | 


< colt of inveſtment, which I eſti- 
© mate at _ _ 12,00,000 000 


TEE i 


© Total increaſe of annual income to | 
« the Company, — Cr. Rs. 97,05,0238 190 


—_— 


© Making at the Company's exchange of two ſhillings and a 
< penny for the Current Rupee, the ſum of pounds ſterling one 

© million ten thouſand nine hundred and forty-eight, eight 
« ſhillings ſix-pence and three farthings. 


« (Sizned) WARREN HASTINGS. 


Then an Extra& of Mr. Macpherſon's Minute, dated in De- 
cember 1782*, wag read, as follows : | 


© As a ſupplement to the Governor General's minute, and in 
© further teſtimony of the advantages which the Company derive 
* from an united adminiſtration in their controuling EL 
| under 
> #* Vide ſame Paper. 


/1:"0-449/ "3 
< ynder the direction of animated public zeal and great talents, 
« | beg here to ſubjoin an extracted account ſigned by the acting 
« Accountant General, which ſhews that the efforts of this Go- 
« yernment to ſupport the other Prefidencies in ſupplies of money, 
« proviſions, and military ſtores, have been ſuch as muſt draw 
© the admiration of our employers, 

£ Previous to my arrival in india, theſe efforts of ſupply were 
« preat and well-timed, eſpecially in the Carnatic ; but the very 
< increaſe of the reſources, which the Governor General has ſta- 
© ted in his minute, and the ſeverity with which the late Reſfi- 
dent, 2nd the ſubſequent Acting Reſident at Oude, were call- 
ed upon to do their duty to the Company, have been the ſour- 
ces from which our ſupplies in fayour of the other prehidencies 
have been chiefly derived. 


Os: G00" 


« The total amount of theſe ſupplies, from the zoth September 


© 1781 to the 1ſt of November 1782, appears to be current ru- 
6 PEES cnm_ an_—__ _ 2,35» /©03007 2.2 


Then ſeveral ExtraQs of a Letter from Mr. Macpherſon to the 
Court of DireCtors, dated Calcutta, zoth March 1783*, was 
read, as follows : | 


© Of the peneral diſtreſs of your affairs in all your prefiden- 
© cies In the latter end of Auguſt 1781, when [ arrived at Ma- 
© dras, you have long fince had authentic accounts; but of the 
© danger to which the very exiſtence of the Company was then 
© expoſed you can have no adequate idea, Your army towards 
© Bombay had been obliged to retreat from a gallant but un- 
© ſucceſsful enterprize towards Poona ; and it required preat 
© bravery and ſkill to ſecure their retreat from the Gauts to the 
© ſea fide, Your preſidency of Bombay was then near a Crore 
© of rupees in debt, notwithſtanding the immenſe ſupplies from 
© Bengal, and their newly-acquired Revenues. The utmoſt of 
© their military exertions, though ſupported by an army from 
© Bengal, and though they had raiſed many new battalions, was 
« directed to keep the Marattas in check. 

© In the Carnatic, your principal ſettlement, and your main 
© army under Sir Eyre Coote, were ſurrounded by the army of 
* Hyder, who had indeed been defeated on the 1ſt of July 1781, 
© but who from that check ſeemed only to have become more 
© guarded and determined in his purpoſe. Neither your army, nor 
5 even Fort St. George itſelf, had at that time above a few days 
© provifions in tore z nor could there be any proipect of ſupply 


* Vide copy of a letter from the Governor General and Counell of Bene, 
dated 16th October 178r, and from John Macpherſon, Eſquire, to the Court of 
Directors of the Ealt India Company, dated in March 1783s ag 
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from the country. Your Treaſury at Fort St, George wag 
empty; your credit could not, be ſaid to exiſt in, any active force, 
< At Bengal, on which your other prefidencies depended al. 
moſt entirely for ſupplies, your treaſury was drained, and every 
effort of raiſing money by loan, by annuity, and by partial 
remittances, had been tried ; and to complete the meaſure of 


your difficu]ties, a rebellion had broken forth upon your fron. 


tiers at Benares, which threatened deſtruction to all your pof- 
ſeffions, from the ſource of the mouths of the Ganges, and in 
every quarter of India. 

* Such was the criſis at which it was my deſtiny to become 
one of the members of the ſuperior adminiſtration of India, 
Few, who could have ſeen the real difficulties of the part I had 
to act, would have envied my fituation, and the moſt obſtinate 
party contention had but ceafed to rage in the ſcene where [ 
was to begin my part. 


[© T ſhall leave it to your Gavernor and Commander in Chief, 


vpon the coaſt of Coromande], to ſtate, whether I was of any 
aid to their Councils in ſo deſperate a criſis. At all events, [ 
eſteem myſelf fortunate in having joined my efforts to theirs to 
promote a favourable impreſſion upon the Maratta ſtate, The 
coniidence which the Nabob of Arcot repoſed in my opinion 
was not unſerviceable to the Eaft India Company upon that 
trying occalion. | propoſed that he ſhould place the ſeal of 
the Carnatic in the hands of the Commander in Chief of our 
Forces, that he might grant Sunnuds to the petty Rajahs and 
Poligars, to exempt them from future tributes, in proportion 
as they might affiſt the army with proviſion or force from their 
different retreats, It was my opinion that your ſeal ſhould huve 
been ſent to guarantee theſe deeds of conceffion : Sir Eyre 
Coote felt the public advantages of this propofition, and march- 
ed through the Pollams of theſe Rajahs and Zemindars, that 
lay between Madras and Vellore: They ſupplied him with 
proviſions; he defeated Hyder on the Plains of Shulinghur ; 
he afterwards relieved Vellore, took Chittoor, and returned to 
Madras, after an abſence of about 3 months, when the ſup- 
plies of proviſion from Bengal arrived ſeaſonably for the ſup- 
port of Fort St. George and your army, 

« On the 2gth of September I arrived at Calcutta, where I 
found Mr. Wheler alone in charge of the Government ; he 
was Jabouring with the beſt intentions, good humour, and 
ability, to maintain your affaiits, I ſhall not attempt to de- 
ſcribe the fituation of the ſettlement, and 'the variety of appre- 
henf1on that agitated the public opinion. The Governor Ge- 
neral had with great ſpirit recovered his ground at Benarcs. 
The attachment and ſpirit of your officers flew to him from 


every quarter; but all the Provinces ſeemed {till to tremble, 


irom the ſhock of the convulſion on the 24th of Auguſt at Be- 
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nares, The colleQtions did not flow in their regular courſe ; 
all depended upon regularity and vigour in that department; 
for your collections were chiefly in the hands of native renters 
and Zemindars, and it is their rule to be no longer puncual 
in their payments, than the ſtate can attend to them reſpec- 

tively, and is in force to compel them.” | : 


* © To my ſuperior colleagues muſt be due the chief merit 
of ſuch reforms, for to them the labour muſt have been more 
irkſfome. As far as my own example would operate, in avoid- 
ing to trouble the public finance with the difſtrefſes of depen= 
dants, or the claims of favour and recommendation, your re- 
cords will do me ample juſtice: on the encreaſe of the Reve- 
nue, I beg leave to refer to the Governor General's minute of 
the 13th December laſt, and my reply in the Revenue Depart- 
ment. | | 
< That minute ſhews, from accurate calculation and figures, 
that your reſources have been virtually encreaſed in the prece- 
ding year about 700,000 pounds ſterling. It may not be quite 
out of the way here to obſerve, that by enforcing the exact 
ſtatements of your moſt able Accountant General, an error, 
which had gradually ariſen to the amount of forty-three lacks 
of rupees, in account between the Company and the Vizier at 
Oude, is now in train of realization, under the management of 
your new Reſident at Oude, Mr. John Briſtow, whom your 
Governor General promoted to that office agreeable to your 
orders, whenever he found that the former Reſident negle&ed 
his duty. 

c "Om the ſubject of the ſupplies which have been ſent 
from hence, from the period of my arrival, for the ſupport of 
the war in your other prelidencies, I have the honour of tranſ- 
mitting to you the accompanying official account, figned by 
your Accountant General; from this account you will pleaſe 
to obſerve, that the amount remitted and actually paid, from 
the goth September 17841 to the 1ſt March 1783, is two 
crores and fifty-eight lacks one thouſand three hundred and 
fifty-ſix rupees ; beſides the treaſure and ftores that were ſent - 
ſome days ſince, with Sir Eyre Coote, to the coaft, and bills 


accepted by this Government, and under payment, making in 


all a ſum little ſhort of three millions ſterling. 

© If you will take the trouble to peruſe attentively the letters 
of this Government to Madras and Bombay, and General 
Goddard, on the 26th December 1781, you will in thoſe letters 
be not more ſatisfied with the exertions which this Govern- 
ment have made in ſupply, than with the plan of co-operation 
which was ſo early recommended to both theſe preſidencies, and 


* Read from the ſame Paper, 


_ 
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| | | 
© 3n which they were cautioned againſt the operations of our na. 
« tural enemies, which in the enſuing February burſt on the 


+« Carnatic.” 


© #* Tt was my belief that Great Britain, after the oppoſition 
and ſeparation of America, and attacked by ſo many powerful 
enemies at home and abroad, could neither exiſt in her finances 
nor liberties, if India was not ſaved, and our competitors here 
completely counteracted. 

© The ſeparation of America came on by degrees ; and trade, 
which was our only return from thence, opened her courſe 
through other channels with ſucceſs. America yielded to Bri- 
tain no landed revenue; and each colony there had, like the 
mother country, anticipated by debt the Reyenues of many 
years, India was ſcarcely one year's Revenue in debt. 'Fhe 
loſs of ſuch a dominion, if it was to happen, would be ſudden, 
would be total. It would be irrecoverable by any efforts from 
home. It would prove the inſtant loſs of millions of indiyi- 
duals, and many millions of the public property. It would at 
once annihilate thoſe funds which conſtitute the ſubſiſtence of 
all the creditors of the India Company, at home and abroad; 
it would fall upon the other funds of the ſtate with a ſhock that 
would ftrike the remoteſt land-holder in Britain, and involve 
him ultimately in the ſame fate with thoſe who lived upon the 
intereft of the public debts. But to complete the miſery of 
ſuch an univerſal cataſtrophe, our natural enemies, who were 
in force and alliance upon the ſpot, would ſucceed to the re. 
mains of our fortune ; from that ſucceſſion they could maintain 
their future tenure, and dictate to Britain the laſt terms of deſ- 
potic ſuperiority. | 

< No perſon but one who had once ſeen the Carnatic in its 
proſperity, and who afterwards ſaw it in the miſery in which 
I beheld it, could conceive the reality of the general ſcene of 
diſtreſs which I have deſcribed as within the poſlibility of hu- 
man events. There 1 faw men who ſuppoſed themſelves, and 
who literally were, worth princely fortunes a few years before, 
abſolutely in want of bread. The whole ſubſtance of a great 
colony, the credit of a mighty Company, and of Ally Princes, 
were extinguiſhed by the ſword of defolation. + You may 
<< come on ſhore,” writes Lord Macartney to me the day I came 
© to anchor in the roads, + but if the gentlemen who are paſl- 
« ſengers with you come along with you, they muſt ſleep in the 
<« ftreets.” And where was at that inſtant the exiſtence of the 
© India Company? Only in the Revenues of Bengal; and in 
' © Bengal a fituation of affairs fimilar to that which.exiſted in the 
© Carnatic was to be greatly apprehended ; and had it actually 
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taken place, I leave it to your own ideas to refle& whether the 
general cataſtrophe which I have repreſented as poſſible, was 
not to be dreaded as a certain conſequence. France looked to 


ſuch a reverſion in your'fortune ; and when you ſee her arma-. 


ments prepared upon a ſcale of force and expence, which is the 
utmoſt that her faculties can ſend againſt India, you cannot be 
too ſenſibly awakened to the dangers you have eſcaped, nor 
conſider thofe events as impoſſible, which could alone reim- 
burſe your natural enemies, or give them any proſpect of future 
advantage from ſuch extraordinary efforts. 
« Such are the dangers to you, and to the public intereſts, 
which proper exertions in the office | hold might be infſtru- 
mental to ward off and prevent, or which inability or wicked- 
neſs in the ſame office might precipitate upon the ſtate. In the 


period in which I held the office, and the crifts of that period, 


no Britiſh ſubje& would polleſs a greater field for averting pub- 
lic evil, or rendering public ſervice. -]I became a member of 
your ſuperior adminiſtration of India at a momeat when it was 
a queſtion whether India itſc]}f was not to be loſt for ever or 


greatly ſaved! For four months another member of Govern. 


ment and I held the adminiſtration ; and for more than twelve 
months your adminiſtration conſifted only of three members ; 
ſo that I was the third and deciding voice between colleagues, 
who had but recently recovered from habits of a moſt decided 
oppoſition.” 


Then ſeveral! ExtraQts of a Copy of a Letter from Sir ]..Macpher- 
| ſon, Baronet, to the Court of Directors, dated 10th Auguſt 
1786, were read ; as follows: 
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© 5, The condition ia which Ear] Cornwallis will receive the 
government of India, is creditable to the Company, and cannot 
but be ſarisfatory to the nation. The native inhabitants of 
this kingdom are, I believe, the happieſt and beft protected 
ſubjects in India; our native allies and tributaries are fatished, 
and confide in our protection ; the country powers are emu- 
louſly aſpiring to the* friendſhip of the Engliſh 3 and from the 


Ring of Tidore, towards New Guinea, to Timur Shaw, on 


the banks of the Indus, there is not a ſtate that has not Jately 
given us proofs of confidence and reſpet. The difficulties 
which aroſe on the ſubje& of the late Treaty of Peace with 
France, have terminated in a convention neceflary for the 
immediate tranquillity, and fortunate for the future repoſe of 
India, The returning Indiamen of laſt ſeaſon will have car- 
ried to you valuable cargoes, with few extra demands upon 
your credit; the ſhips of this ſeaſon will do the fame; and 


your credit in India ſtands at preſent fo high, that there are - 


few ſubſcriptions to the bills, into which you permitted your 
debts (to the amount of fix Crores) to be exchanged. bers 
+ © .dif- 


3. 
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diſcount upon your bond debts is ſtill heavy; but notwith. 
ſtanding the aggregate maſs of all your debts, ſuch is the con. 
fidence of your creditors 'in the regulations adopted for the 
Bengal "Treaſury, that the certificates of an old date bear little 
diſcount, and thoſe newly iſſued but g per cent. —Yet theſe 


certificates are in no ſhape ſet off as before, againſt receipts of 


Revenue: nothing 1s admitted at your treaſury as Revenue, 
but ſpeciz, in which your armies are now regularly paid up to 
the month. The reductions effected in the eſtabliſhed expen- 
ces of Bengal are not ſo important as the checks eſtabliſhed 


againſt future expence : in both you poſleſs the belt proofs of 
the integrity of your adminiſtration.” 


© g. If you will look back to the general poſition of your af- 
fairs in Auguſt 1781, in the Carnaric, the Weſt of India, and 
in Bengal, you will fee an accumulation of ' diſaſter, and the 
molt extraordinary reverſe of proſperity. That untoward po. 


fition of affairs in the Ea{t was in alarming coincidence with 


the (tate of affairs in the Welt ; America was finally loſt; yet 
the enormous wealth which poured in from our miſmanage- 
ments in India reſiſted the firſt effedts of that event. The 
money acquired in the progreſs of our conqueſts in the Ma- 
ratta country, the ſurplus revenue of India from 1978, and the 
aggregate amount of the Company's preſent debts at home and 
abroad, formed an immenſe fund of private property; it poured 
upon the nation in gold, in jewels, in filver, in bills, and in 
the cargoes of Britiſh and Foreign Indiamen ; it formed a re- 
cruit for the public ſtock, which, amidſt wiſe regulations, af- 
ter the cloſe of a'moſt expenſive war, and the loſs of thirteen 
Provinces, raiſed the public funds to their former ſtandard, and 
maintained Great Britain in her former power among nations. 
 j0. Had India been loſt, the ſcene would have been reyet (- 
ed ; the capital of the Company's debts, and of thoſe due by 
her allies and dependants, would have vaniſhed like a dream ; 
the returning cargoes, and the gold and jewels in the hands 
of Britiſh Individuals, would have become the property of our 
enemies; and a landed Revenue, nearly equal to the unappro- 
priated income of Great Britain, would have left us with only 
the remembrance of paſt poſſeflion. 


11, Io examine by the ſtandard of common mifcondud any 


_ errors of thoſe who prevented ſuch a diſaſter, and ſaved ſuch a 


ſtake for the Empire, is not the moſt liberal conſtruction of 
juſtice, nor 1s it altogether worthy of a great nation. There 
cannot be a queſtion but the falvation of India may be cleaily 
traced to the efteAs of a general ſyſtem ; in which the follow- 
ing conſiderations ſtrike with particular credit and efficacy. 
© 12. The prompt and efficient public zeal of Mr. Haſtings, 
in ſending Sir Eyre Coote, with the proper force and reſource, 
| | « af 
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at the moment of danger, to the Carnatic; the unexampled 
perſeverance and gallantry of that General, who expired in a 
laſt great effort for his country ; the confidence of the Nabod 
of Arcot, who ſurrendered his remaining revenues to the Com- 
pany ; the ſyſtematic integrity with which thoſe Revenues 
were realized and diſburſed ; the eventful batcle, in which Sir 
Edward Hughes, with a very inferior force, attacked, and dif 
comfited and diſperſed, the great expeiition of Mr. Suffrein — 
a ſervice to the nation, ſurpaſſed only by the modeſt merit of 
its author, and the wild enthuſiaſm with which France has ce- 
lebrated the conduct of his opponent, whoſe future efforts 
could have no deciſive effett in the conteſt for India. 

© 13. Nor, in looking back to efforts of individual- leaders, 
onght we to forget the fir{t ſucceſs of the unfortunate General 
Mathews ; the deciſive repulſe of Tippooy by General Miac- 
leod, at the head of his native corps, at Panang ; the ſucceſles of 
Colonel Fullarton; and above all, the defence of Mangalore, by 
Lieutenant Colonel Campbell—a defence which aſtoniſhed 
our native enemies, and which obtained for its author, from the 
adminiſtration of the veteran officers of France, the appellation 
of the Turenne of India. 

© 14. To ſpecify more particularly the brilliant ations and 
meritorious ſervice which, in the military and political line, ef- 
feed the preſervation of India, and the diſcomfiture of our na- 
tive and European enemies, would be unneceſſary: they are 
already known and applauded; and, to the general credit of 
our nation, it may be truly ſaid, that thoſe ſerved beſt who had 
the greateſt field for ſervice, in the late war in India, 

© 15. But, notwithſtanding theſe diſtinguiſhed features of the 
genera] ſcene of the laſt war, it muſt be acknowledged that, 
next to the efforts of the Company, and of his Mijeity's Mi- 
nifters at home, the ſafety of India was chiefly owing to the 
unwearied exertions of the Bengal Council for three years, 
and their firmneſs in that fortunate policy by which, while 
they provided the reſources of the war, they maintained the 
Company's commerce and inveſtment, difarming the hoſtility 
of the native ſtates, and exerting every influence and force 
acainit the views of European adverſaries, | 

* 16. If the Company will be pleaſed to re-peruſe the letter of the 


© Supreme Council of Bengal, written tothem in the Secret Depart= 
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ment on the 16th October, 1781, they will find, that the general 
diſtreſs of their affairs at that time was fully comprehended, and 
fairly met; that ſyſtematic regulations were reſolved upen to re- 
trieve their intereſts; and that meaſures were promiſed, upon 
a clear and enlarged view of lndia, which were regularly ful- 
fhlled: nothing can be more intereſting than ſuch a record, nor 
can the Company or the nation peruſe it with too much at. 
tention, You will pardon me for making ſome of the para- 
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graphs a part of this letter, In times of future, and perhaps 
of {imilar diſtreſs, it will be fortunate if your ruling ſervants 
are equally ſucceſsful in eſtimating events, and in fulfilling the 


promiſes which they may make to their country z and permit 


me to obſerve, that in all times it will be no mean ſecurity to 
the public, if, without deſpondency -or deſpair on one hand, 
or overweening confidence on the other, your ſervants purſue 
the manly line of aſcertaining the remedy, without {hrinkin 


from the evil, and if finally they appeal to their firſt declara- 


!0ns, as the criterion of all their ſubſequent conduct,” 


Then the following Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations of 
the 22d of October 17581, being a Letter from Fort St. George, 
dated the 20th of September 1781*, was rezd, as follows : 


< Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

© Amidſt the difficulties which involve this ſettlement, it is 
ſome conſolation to us, that a member of your Board has had (0 
late an opportunity of judging, on the ſpot, of the evils which 
threaten or ſurround us, as well as our efforts ro avert them. | 
« The enemy, beaten though not expelled, contiriues by his 
cavalry, to which we have no cavalry to oppoſe, to lay waſte 
the whole country. 

« We are thus deprived of proviſions, and of Revenne ariſing 
from any. part of the territories belonging to'this Prefidency, 
except from the Circars. The expences of the Civil Eſtabliſh- 
ment are about 18,000 Pagodas per month. "The military ex- 
pences, excluſive of the detachment ſent from Bengal under 
Colonel Pearſe, amount to about 2,009,000 Pagodas monthly. 
'T he civil and military arrears exceed already 10 lacks of Pa- 
godas, — To anſwer ſuch demands, there is now in the trea- 
ſury the ſum of about 1,50,000 Pagodas, with little expecta- 


tion of getting any conſiderable remittances from our ſubor- 
dinates for ſeveral months. 


© That the gairiſon daily attacked or threatened, and the army 


occupied in the field, might have Jefs occaſion to murmur on 
account of arrears, we have ſtopped all payment in the Civil Eſta- 
bliſhment for a year paſt; which, though proper in the conh- 
deration we have mentioned, has however thrown the ſettlement 
into very poignant diftrels, | 

« The army having been entirely ſupplied with proviſions 
from hence, and the conſumption of this ſettlement ſo-increa- 
ſed by the fugitives from the cruelties of Hyder, we now, not- 
withftanding the great importations of grain from Bengal and 
the Circars, have not 1,coo bags in ſtore: there are about 
18,000 bags in divers, Velilels in the road. From the liſt you 


i 


* Read ſrom Copy of Conſultations and Correſpondence relative to .Mr. 
Auziol's Agency tor ſupplying Rice, &c. to the other Prchdengies, 
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ſent us of ſhips ſaid to be bound from Calcutta with grain, 
for the account of the Company and individuals, there remains 


ſeventy thouſand bags of rice to arrive yet here ; but by a cal. 


culation of the conſumption of that article, reſtrained as it has 
been by the high price it bore, and by rgulations in the vent 
of it, it is evident that nothing leſs than a ſupply of 15c,000 


' bags will prevent, before the end of the year, a famine here, of 


the ay/-proach of which there appears at preſent ſome moſt af- 
feting ſymptoms. Our letters from the Circars, though they 
mgintion abundance of grain, declare alſo the impoſſibility of 
ſendiv.g it to us, through want of tonnage. We have indeed 
taken up the few ſhips that could be had here, to bring us 
pro. ifions from thence, but the whole is inconſiderable, com- 


e<par2tively to the proſpect of our wants; and it is from your 


hands, whoſe liberality in furniſhing us troops, money, and 
proviſions, we have ſo long and ſo much experienced, that we 
muſt expe our chief ſupport. 

« We muſt obſerve, that we have had no aſfliſtance of an 
kind, from the ſouthern parts of this coaſt. Many of the forts 
a.ein poſſefiion of our European or Indian enemies, which has 
greatly interrupted the communication ; and the ſeizure, by 
ſome of his Majeſty's ſquadron, of Veſlels laden with grain for 
this market, as belonging to black people reſiding under the 
protection of the Dutch, is thought to have deterred many 
others, in their neighbourhood, from venturing out with ſup= 
plies for us. 

< To the continuance of theſe evils we are- not yet able to 
foreſee a terminatian 3 for, though the bravery and diſcipline 
of our troops, and the ability and experience of Sir Eyre Coote, 
have been attended with repeated victories, yet ſuch are the 
difficulties that obſtruct his progreſs, ſuch is the facility the 
enemy poſleſſes of over-running and deſolating the country, 
that the General entertains but little hope of enabling us to 
draw any ſupply of food or treaſure from it. He has not 
been able hitherto to penetrate far into the country, either to 
the relief of our remote garriſons, or to the zttack of the prin- 


cipal forts held by Hyder. As the whole conduct of the war 


has been entruſted to him, in conſequence of a reſolution of 
the late adminiſtration here, we have applied to him for a com=« 
munication of. his intentions, abſolutely neceſſary to be 
known to us now, though hitherto we have contented 
ourſelves either in exerting our authority in the manner he de- 
ſired, or transferring it to him, for the purpole of forwardin 

his meaſures. He is now engaged in an attempt to relieve the 
garriſon of Vellore, and poſſibly to attack Arcot, of which the 
event wi}l no doubt determine his future plans; on which, 
and on the neceſſity of our ſituation, the reſolutions of this 
Prelidency will be tounded, 1f the enemy ſhould ſtill continue 


© his 
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* his depredations in the Carnatic, thereby depriving us, in faQ 
entirely of the benefit of it, we muſt, with regard to all effeQ. 
ual reſource, confider ourſelves as immured within the walls of 
Fort St. George; and, were even the enemy to withdraw 
from our neighbourhood, ſo effeftually have all traces of cul- 
tivation diſappeared, fo deſtroyed are the villages, ſo ruined 
and diſperſed are the individuals who were employed in tillage, 
that the inhabitants of the towns can, during part of next year, 
as well as in the end of the preſent, be by no other means pres 
ſerved from famine than by external reſource, moſtly from your 
Government. 
© We owe tothe ſituation in which you are placed reſpeQing 
this ſettlement—we owe to the exertions which you have made 
toextricate it from its difficulties——to lay before you its pre- 
ſent ſtate, from which you may judge of the fatal conſequences 
which may attend the continuance of the war in the Carnatic, 
if the enemy ſhould not ſoon be driven from it by our army, or 
be otherwiſe induced to retreat from it, "That very army, by 
the vait load of expence, and additional conſumption of provi- 
tzons, it muſt necefiarily occafton, muſt haſten the miſery of the 
ſettlement. Unleſs therefore our troops ſhall, in their prefent 
attempt, ſucceed, at leaſt in procuring food and money for 
their own ſubſiſtence, we ſhall be compelled to divide them in- 
to cantonments ; happy if we could dire&t the whole, or 
part of them, to ſome national objeQ that might compenſate fer 
paſt diſappointment. 
« We have the honour to be, 

« Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

« Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 

© (Signed) « MACARTNEY, 
| . < ANTH. SADLEIR, 
© Fort St. George. « WM. WILLIAMS.” 
20th September 1781,' 
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Then an ExtraRt from the Supplement to the Second Report 
from the Sele&t Committee, appointed to take into Conſt- 
deration the State of the Adminiſtration of Juſtice in the 
Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla *, was read, as 
follows : ELM 02 | 


© Tt appears to your Committee, that if the Condu&t of Mr. 
© Haſtings towards Cheyt Sing has been ſuch as to merit the 
* approbation of this houſe, the two members of the Supreme 
Council, Mr. Wheler and Mr. Macpherſon, are entitled to 
their ſhare of that approbation, by the unreſerved manner in_ 
which they have juſtified his atts. If, on the other hand, the 
Houſe ſhall be of opinion, that the proceedings againſt Cheyt 
Sing were unjuſt, oppreffive, and contrary to public faith, 


* Read from page 22 of the faid paptr, 
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thoſe Members of the Council who approved thoſe proceedings 


are implicated in the criminality.” , 


Then an Extract of the Minute of the Board, entered in the 
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Conſultations of 14th January 1782 *, was read, as follows: 


© On the ſubjeQ of the Treaty concluded on the 18th of Sep= 
tember laſt, between the Governor General and the Nabob 
Vizier, and which the difficulties of the communication pre- 
vented the Governor General from explaining ſo fully before; 
the Board have to obſerve, that the "Treaty 1s evidently a po- 
litical expedient, which forfeits no advantage, which promiſes 
the acquiſition of many, and which, properly managed by this 
Government, (as events favourable, or even unfavourable, 


' wiſe,) may lead to the final and complete arrangement of an 


alliance with the Vizier. Such an alliance, being lefs op- 
preffive to him, may be more advantageous and honourable to 
the Company, and may remove that too general but dangerous 
impreſſion, which the different States of this country have re- 
ceived from the double character in which we have hitherto 
appeared in India—that of allies and conquerors, 

* [f the Nabob Vizier ſhould not be able, under the ſupport 
of the troops of this Government ſtationed at Cawnpore, to 
maintain the. tranquillity of his dominions, and collect thoſe 
reſources which are neceſſary to defray even his reduced ex- 


pences, and diſcharge his heavy debt to the Company, a new 


arrangement. muſt follow ; and that arrangement neceſſarily, 


at the expreſs requeſt of the Vizier, will ſecure every advan- - 


tage that can be wiſhed or expected from his provinces by this 
Government. | | 

« The reduction of that heavy burthen of expence, which 
was at once oppreſſive to the Vizier, and of no return to the 
Company, (though a ſource of patronage to this admini- 
ſtraticn,) the Board approve of moſt heartily, and, with a 
full ſenſe of the credit which a meaſure of ſuch difficulty and 
unpleaſantneſs reflects upon the Governor General, they take 


this occaſion of pledging to him and to their rogers their- 


utmoſt ſupport, not only in this, but in every other branch of 
public ceconomical reformation which he may propoſe. 

< Upon the return of the Governor General, the Board 
reſolve to diſcuſs with him thoſe parts of the Treaty which 
carry the anpearance of a haſty agreement. The diſaffection 
of many of the Vizier's principal Jagheerdars, and the ſteps 


which, from the repreſentations of Colonel Hannay, and 


other officers, appear to have been rapidly taken by the Be- 
gams, to ſupport the rebellion of Cheyt Sing, were probably 
very carly known to the Governor General, and through the 


® Read from Appendix, No. 13, to the Supplement to the Second Report 


irom the ſa:d Select Committee. 
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medium of all the ſuſpicions that his ſituation, at the time he 
met the Vizier, had naturally created. 

* At ſuch a moment, and under ſuch ſuſpicions, and even 
while the iſſue of the conteſt of Cheyt Sing was depending, it 
is not ſurprizing that ſome parts of the agreement between the 
Governor General and the Vizier were ſpeedily adjuſted, and, 
as the Governor acknowledges, in converſation at their firſt 


Interview. 


© A ſhort time will ſatisfy the Board, whether the Vizier is 
willing or able to fulfil his part of the Treaty : If he is that, 
and the Company can recover their debt from him in their 
preſent emergency and diſtreſs of their affairs, the Board can- 
not then but agree, that the Governor General has acted in 
the arrangement not only with zeal, and the beſt public in- 
tentions, but with a maſterly deciſion, that muſt entitle him 
to the grateful and complete approbation of his employers. 
«* It remains with the Board to concert with the Governor 
General,-upon his return, thoſe meaſures that may ſecure this 
Government from any future inconveniences or diſtreſs, that 
can be ſuppoſed connected with the confidence repoſed in the - 
Vizier, for the adminiſtration of the affairs of his revenue and 
military eſtabliſhments.” | 


The Governor General delivers in the following Minute, 
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in conſequence of that of the Board, entered on the pro- 
ceedings of the 14th ultimo. 


< The Governor General acknowledges his obligations to 
the Board for this repeated inſtance of the liberal manner in 
which they have been pleaſed to record their judgment on his 
conduct, ——Had it been expreſſed in the ſimple terms of of- 
ficial approbation, he ſhould have been pleaſed, and ſatisfied 
that it had received ſo reſpeCtable a ſanction ; but by tracing 
the ſources of it in the motives which he has avowed, by 
their examination of thoſe motives, with their relative facts 
and cireumſtances, and by the doubts which they have anti- 
cipated and ſolved, on the propriety of ſuch parts of his con- 


du& as might moſt obviouſly ſuggeſt them, they have juſtified 


their own approval, and entitled him to expect the ſame fa- 
vourable ſentiments in their common ſuperiors. 

< Nor is he leſs pleaſed with the reſerve with which the Board 
have declared their ſatisfa&ion in the arrangement conc]uded | 
by him with the Nabob Vizier, becauſe he thinks it will be 
received as an evidence of the deliberation and fincerity of 
their former approval.——He is willing to ſubmit the propriety 
of the meaſure to the teſt of its ſucceſs.— The Reſident bas 
already informed the Board, that he had received of the trea- 
ſures of the late Vizier, left in the charge of his widow, and 


lately reclaimed by his ſon, the amount of the bond granted 


« by 
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« by the latter for the balance of the year 1148, which ends in 
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September 1780 of our #ra, and was in the aCtual receipt of as 
much as would diſcharge the balance of the laſt year, that is 
of the year 1179. The firſt of theſe balances is 
32,08,013., 11,; the laſt 12,09,876. 9. 8. The ſum of both 
is, rupees 44,78,490. 4. 8. Oude Siccas, The Reſident 
ſeems to have underſtood this to be the whole of the Nahob's 
debt. There is a further balance of 26 Jacks, which ap- 


. pears to have been by ſome means overlooked, or withheld 


from Mr. Middleton on the transfer of his office from Mr. 
Purling ; a reQtified account, drawn to the lateſt period, hag 
been tranſmitted to Mr, Middleton by the Accountant Ge- 
neral, which, it is hoped, will arrive in time to prevent his 
{topping at the receipt of the ſuppoſed balance ; . and at all 
events, the profits of the reſumed Jagheers ought to yield a 
fund, more than ſufficient both for the complete liquidation 
of what may remain of the Nabob's preſent debt, and to make 
up the deficiency of the aſſignments granted on his revenue 
tor the current year within the courſe of it. 

The Governor General expects this ſervice from the Re- 


ſident, and relies upon his fidelity for the performance of it. 


But in the ſuppoſition of the poflibility of a diſappointment, 
he again. offers his perſonal ſervices to proceed to Lucknow, 
on the firſt ſymptom of ſuch a failure; and, with the conti= 
dence which he feels in his own influence, aided by the pow= 


erful ſupport of the Board, he will venture to prcmile that he 


will not return with their object unaccompliſhed, 

* He hopes and believes that there will be no neceſliity for 
this extremity ;+> but adds it as a ground for the aſlurarce 
which he ventures to propoſe, and wilhes the Board to give 
to the Honourable Court of Directors, in the advices to them, 
now under diſpatch, that there is the faireſt proſpect, amount- 
ing as near to a certainty as can be affirmed of an eveut yet 
in expectation, that the debt due from the Nabob Vizier to 
the Company, and even that of the Rohilla donation, will 
be compleatly paid off in the courſe of the preſent year, and a 
ſupply added to our ordinary reſources, which will fully an- 
(wer all our own wants for that period, and enable us to contri- 


bute. ſtil] further, and we hope effectual, aids, to thoſe of the. 


Carnatic.” 


Then ſeveral Extracts of a Letter from the Governor General 


: 
C 

Cc 
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and Council, in their Secret Department, to the Court of 
DireCtors, dated 11th February 1782, were read, as follows : 
< 2d, We determined at the ſame time to diſpatch the Nancy, 
Captain Hiffernan, with theſe reports, as ſoon as they could be 
prepared; and we have now the pleaſure to tranſmit them to 
you, a ſeparate number in this packet. 
«* 3%. The above papers contain tuch a full account of all the 
X © rrank- 
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tranſaCtions of the Governor General upon this ſervice, tg. 
gether with his motives and reaſonings upon them, that we 
think it would be ſuperfluous to add any thing of our own in 
this place, but to recommend them to your attentive peruſal, 
with our minutes which are annexed. 

* 4th. By theſe it will appear, that the treachery and intrigues 
of Cheyt Sing, ſupported by the diſaffection and reſtleſs gi. 
poſition of the Bhow Begum, mother of the Nabob of Owde, 
at Fyzabad, produced inſurrections tn that country, which till 
lately we were unapprized of, on account of the communica. 
tion between that place and Benares being wholly cut off, 

© 5. At the fame time that the firſt information of theſe diftur. 
bances reached us, we were happy to hear that they had been 
quelled by the accounts received there of the ſucceſsful efforty 
of our troops in Benares, and the march of two regiments from 
Cawnpore to the relief of Colonel Hannay ; whoſe Sepoys gave 
evident proofs, by their deſertion, that they had been tampered 
with, and he, with moſt of his officers, were in great danger 
of their lives ; a detachment under Lieutenant Gordon having 
been actually attacked and cut off, and the reſt of the corps 
being ſarrounded by the rabble,, levied under fanion of the 
Begum, avowed] he the ſervice of Raja Cheyt Sing. 

« 6, The circumſtance of the levies is further corroborated 


< by various reports from Fyzabad, and by the liſt of Cheyt Sing's 
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forces, delivered to the Governor General at Chunar, in which 
the troops ſaid to be come from Lucknow, which formed a 
part of his ſtrength, muſt evidently be the ſame, (fince they a« 
gree in number,) with thoſe which Colonel Hannay declares 
to have been raiſed and ſent to him from Fyzabad. 
© 7, The juſt grounds of ſuſpicion which had been given to 
the Nabob by the Begum, and other principal Jaghyrdars in 
his country, by the ſymptoms of difafieftion, and even trea- 
chery, diſplayed in their conduct, made it an object of ſerious 
conſideration with him, to take the firſt opportunity which 
ſhould offer, conſiſtent with juſtice, to diſpoſſeſs them of the 
means of-becoming injurious to his authority z and, the necei- 
ſities of his government requiring extraordinary aid, he reſol- 
ved to take this occaſion of depriving them of thoſe extenſive 
ſaghires which enabled them to become t1oubleſome, by the 
Revenues which they yielded, and the number of dependants 
neceſſarily retained for their colletion and defence, and to re- 
ſume the lands, allowing penſions to the ſaghyrdars in Jicu of 
the Revenues, | | 
« 8, As the Reſident at Lucknow had been made guarantee to 
an agreement formerly executed between the Nebob and the 
Begum, in which he had engaged, for a ſpecific ſum of money, 
to defift from all further claims vpon her, it was neceſlary for 
him to acquire the ſanction of this  goverament to his inten- 
o” . | © tz00Sp 
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« tions, before he could carry them into execution; which the in- 
« fidelity of the Begum gave but roo much reaſon to grant, — 
© You will find this meaſure provided for in the new Treaty, 
© concluded with the Nabob by the Governor General at Chu- 
© nar, on the 19th of September laſt, 
« 9. On the firſt atteropt made by the Nabob to carry this 
plan into execution againſt the Begum, ſhe determined to re- 
fiſt his authority, and raiſed a revoit by the means of her ev- 
nuchs, Jewar Ally Cawn, and Bahar Ally Cawn, who had 
colleQted a force of about 5000 men, in order to fer the Nabob 
at defiance. —Notice of this ſecond inſurrection having been 
tranſmitted by the Reſident, without loſs of time, to the Go- 
vernor General at Benares, he immediately ordered a large des 
tachment to march from Cawnpore, and the Nabob reſolved 
to go in perſon to Fyzabad; on his arriva] there, by the afſi(- 
tance of our troops, he took poſſeſiion of the Kella ; and the 
eunuchs, ſeeing it would be invain to make a ſtand when ſupe- 
rior forces were expected, ſurrendered themſelves priſoners to 
the Nabob, and their followers diſperfed, 
© 10, In order to puniſh the Begum for this daring il] conduc, 
and to put it out of her power to apply the treaſures which ſhe 
had amaſled to the purpoſe of raiſing further commotions in his 
country, the Nabob reſolved to ſeize her wealth, which by the 
Mahomedan laws he was entitled to, as an inheritance from 
his father ; who, in the latter years of his life, had committed 
his treaſury wholly to her charge, and it had remained with 
her after his death. — This wealth, whatever it might be, he 
determined to apply to the payment of his debt to the Compa- 
ny ; and we have received information from the Reſident who 
attended him to F yzabad, that he had aQtually paid him the 
ſum of 55, lacks of rupees in ready money, and by draft on Ba- 
har and Jewar Ally Cawn, which would ſoon be realized.” 
© 13. The uncertainty of Madajee Sindia's conduct before 
© Mr. Anderſon's arrival with him, from the falſe rumours 
© which had been ſpread of Cheyt Sing's reception there, the 
«© neceflity of eſtabliſhing the authority of the new Rajah in the 
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© Zemindary of Benares, of proving the capacity of the perſon 


© who had been appointed to take charge of it in quality of his 
© Dewan, and diſpoſing the military forces which would be ne- 
« ceſlary for the protection of the country, together with the ob- 
« jects comprized in the late Treaty with the Nabob of Oude, 


'©* combined te engroſs the attention of the Governor General, 


© and to detain him longer at Chunar than he intended ; bur 
* theſe points being at length happily placed in fuch a train of 
© execution as to diſpenſe with any further neceſlity for the Go- 
© vernor General's immediate preſence there, we have the plea- 
© ſure to acquaint you, that he ſet out for the Preſidency, and 


« being returned, has this day reſumed his ſeat at the Board.” 
| X 2 | "00 
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Then . Letter from the Nabob of Furruckabad, received 13th May 


1786, and a Letter to the ſaid Nabob, written 7th September 
1786 *, were read, as follows: 
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& ſince 4 Jan. 1786, &c.” | 


From the Nawab of Furruckabad : —Received 11th May 
1786, —Co. Corr. No. 22. | 


© AsT have taken ſhelter from every kind of cruel difficult 

under the ſhadow of the Company's proteQion, and have reſt- 
ed my good and bad, and my intereſts and advantage upon 
your Excellency, who is the chief of the noble gentlemen of 
the Company, and is extolled through the world, and praiſed 
in the univerſe for protection and ſupport of your word ; [ 
therefore write to your preſence part of my ſituation ; That 
when Mr, John Willes was deſirous of going to Calcutta, he 
ſaid to me that he was going to Calcutta, in obedience to x 
ſummons from you ; that he was well acquainted with the 


_ particulars of my diſtreſſes; that on account of the ſmall col. 


leftions from the country, I had not the reſources to pay ſo 
much money and Nuzeranna, and to ſupport mylſelt alſo; that 
if I would give in writing, for the Governor General, my fitu- 
ation, he, that is to ſay, Mr, Willes, would fully make known 
the particulars of this place at the preſence of the Governor Ge- 
neral ; and certainly ſome kind of reſource and removal of my 
diſtreſſes would come to effeCt from the preſence of the Gover- 
nor General.-My protector, I who have no aſylum nor pro- 
tetor, except the Almighty and the Engliſh Company, and 
know every one of the Engliſh gentiemen to be my ſupporter, 


. from this conſideration having ſent with Mr. Willes, to your 


preſence, a.letter containing the particulars of my dittreſſes, I | 
was in hopes that certainly my relief and eaſe world be eftect- 
ed from your preſence. When that gentleman arrived here on 
his return from Calcutta, and gave to me your kind letter, 
full uf the greateſt favours, to this purport ; that the particu- 
lars of my diſtrefles had fully come. to your knowledge ; that 
accordingly ſome plans which you Had reſolved upon, for the 
removal of the impoveriſhment of the country, and for the ſup- 
port of my honour and credit, you had given in charge to Mr, 
Willes, and had ſent him back to the office, which he ho'ds | 
here with me; that 1 ſhould be pleaſed and ſatisfied with the } 
information and execution of the plans which you bad refol- 
ved upon, and from which you expected great advantages ; 
that, conſidering the advice which that gentleman ſhould give 
to me to be your own advice, I ſhould act in conformity therc- | 
to; and that you would employ ſuch plans and exertions, } 
without number, for my advantage and eaſe, and the removal 
of my diſtreſles, that in the whole worid it would be known 


* Read (rom a Paper, intituled, «© Copies of Perſian Correſpondence | 


between the Nabub oft Furruckabad and the Governor General oi Bengal, 


« that 


c 
o 
C 
c 
& 
[4 
(4 
6 
04 
[5 
6 
6 
« 
7 
[4 

"= 
(4 
« 
(4 
C 
[4 
C 
[4 
. 
04 
(4 

CG 
Pa 
c 
G 
[4 

A 
(4 
& 
[4 
c 
C 
C 
C 
o 
(4 
C 
& 
6 
C 
P 
C 
(5 


( 165 ) 


that you had performed all theſe ſervices for me—the greateft 
pleaſure came into my heart from the kind contents of it ; 
and when, conformably to the contents of your letter, 
] enquired the circumſtances from that gentleman, he, 


- 


without mentioning one word of them, entered into authority 


over the aftairs of the country and money, and made the ruler 
over the affairs of my houſe a man named Roy Deebchund, 


who, on account of his great age and bodily infirmities, has of 


himſclf no tenſe nor underſtanding, but from a long time has 
been the intimate friend of that gentleman's miniſters ; and he 
removed ſome of my companions, who had never been ſepa- 
rated. From a regard to obedience, and to giving ſatisfaction 
to you, I in no way varied frem that gentleman's direCtions ; 


and he alſo, with peremptory importunities, ſent people and 


demanded, for himſelf, ſome pieces of cannon which were 
with me: although I anſwered that the things which were 
wanted, he ſhould fend for at the time, and that they ſhould 
at that time be ſent with my own people who are appointed to 
that charge, yet he would not in the leaſt attend to it, but fix- 
ed them in the poſlefſion of his own people; and a perſon 
named Simhell Dofs, who was indebted a large ſum on account 
of balances to me, and had agreed to pay ſixty thouſand rupees 
of theſe balances, this man he would not at that time permit 
to be releaſed, and foon after, without my conſent, he appoint- 
ed him to the affairs of the Pergunnahs, and I did not receive 
one daum of the money, What you wrote in your kind Jet- 
ter, conſiſtently with favour and proteEtion of dependants, on 
the ſubject of the ſervice of my cavalry for the Nawaub Vizier, 
| enquired the particulars thereof from that gentleman, but he 
2ave me no information, When I ſaw that Mr, Willes, from 
the advice and repreſentations of wicked perſons, who wiſh to 
ruin my houſe, was injuring and deſtroying all my concerns, 
in oppoſition to the purport of your kind letter which had ar- 
rived on the ſubject of eaſe and relief to me, I from the firſt 
ſaid to that gentleman, that if he were delirous to take the Nu- 
zeranna, he ſhould commit to me the direction and manage- 
ment of the country, and ſhould receive the money of the Nu- 
zeranna from me, and ſhould give me information of what 
might be the orders of the Governor General about my ſup- 
port and the protection of my honour, that conformably there- 
to I might at; or if not, that he ſhould tel] me ſo, that 1 
might write my fituation to the preſence of the Grovernor Ge- 
neral; but to this time that gentleman has delayed this buti- 
nels for to-day and to-morrow ; accordingly, my ſervants and 
attendants, and relations, and dependants, are in diſtreſſes of 
every kind; anJ keep me, by their demands and importuni- 
ties, in ſuch a whirlpool of anxiety and difficulty, thar my life 
is come into ſtreights ; and although I make known to that 

gentleman 
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gentleman my fituation, yet the wicked men who are employ- 
ed in all his affairs do not bring his mind to any other obje& 
except the injury of my affairs, and the deſtruction of my go- 
vernment. Accordingly, when that gentleman went for the 
ſettlement of the Mahals, I being without remedy, ſaid to him 
thar he was hiring new men for the ſettlement of the-country, 
but that he ſhould take with him my people, who were in fa& 


ſervants of the Engliſh Company, and ſhould tranſaQ every 


buſineſs and concern through them, and fave their lives, by 
giving them their neceſſary ſuſtenance, that I might find re- 
leaſe from their importunities, and thoſe who have long been 
my companions might have food. ——At that time Mr. Willes 
agreed to this buſineſs; but when TI ſent the people to him, 
he ſaid to them, that if they would quit my ſervice, and accept 
of his ſervice, they might remain ; but if not, they might ariſe 
and depart.——The ſaid people heing without remedy, aroſe 
and came away, And beſides, he has begun ſuch violence in 


the town, that hundreds of houſes of the inhabitants of the 


town, and ſome houſes of my dependants, where they reſided 
from the time of their fathers and grandfathers, he has pulled 
down and deſtroyed, and turned out the people; and even to 
a perſon named Zehoor Ulla, a Seyed, having given thirty ru- 
pees, and to a perſon named Mahomed Nejabut, an houſhold 
ſlave of my own, having given a few rupees, and having treat- 
ed them with anger, he made them write, and took from, a 
declaration of ſatisfaftion ; and having by anger and coaxing 
got to himſelf the Caazee of the town, and having fixed for 
the Caazce one rupee in each village from the Pergunnahs, he 
affixes and takes the ſeal of the Caazee to every paper which 
he chuſes; and of the Ghauts for the duties of Furruckabad, 
which had been given up, he, without my conſent, retained 
with himſelf two hundred Peons from the receipts of the du- 
ties. Accordingly the ſaid Peons commit ſuch violences in 
the whole town, that the people are killed without fault; and 
theſe particulars of the oppreſſion and tyranny of that gentle- 
man's miniſters, which have been repreſented to the preſence, 
will certainly have been alſo learnt by your Excellency from 
the news-papers. Accordingly, my dependants and follow- 
ers, and the inhabitants of the town, to whom my anceſtors. 
attended even more than to their own children, diſtrcſs and 
aMi& me at all times, by making known the particulars of 
freſh violence; and I, who am in every way dependant on the 
hem of the garment of the Company, and of you, the ſupport- 
er of juſtice, to whom elſe can I open the repreſentation of my 
fituation, except to you? and it is known to God, who knows 
all ſecrets, that, from theſe misfortunes of grief and mourn- 
ing, and diſtiefſcs of all kinds, ſuch as never were before, ſuch 


« ſickneſs has come upon me, that my life's deſtiny is to begin 
——_ egain- 


( w7 ) 

© again, Although I conſider it improper to write. at all times 
accuſations and complaints againſt the Engliſh gentlemen, front 
whom I know to exiſt the ſtrength and cultivation of my go- 
vernment, yet, as I did not fce in myſelf any kind of abiliry ts 
bear, | have, whether 1 would or nor, repreſented the particu- 
lars of my ſituation. —I hope that, conſiſtently with your fa- 
vour to dependants, you will inform me on the ſubject of my 
exiſtence and cultivation of my goyernment, which, in truth, 
is reputation to the Engliſh Company, and to you, in the 
whole country of Hindoſtan, what you have reſolved in your 
favourable heart ; becauſe it is not known how much money 
will be received in the Engliſh Company's Sircar, and how 
much will remain for my exiſtence.[f not, let it be ordered, 
hat 1, with my family and children, being arrived at your 
preſence, may perſonally repreſent my ſituation. At that time, 
whatever may come into your mind on the ſubje&t of my ex- 
iſtence, conſidering it to be the Jaw of my life, and my intereſt 
and advantage, I may obtain releaſe from theſe various ftates, 
full of vexation. And in this period, from the time of Mr, 
Willes's arrival here, three letters of favour have been receiv- 
ed, and that I have delayed in writing the anſwer to them, 
God knows how great affliction and deſpair have come inta 
my heart, that perhaps what ſuſpicion might find entrance in- 
to your mind from my not writing letters of allegiance. Ae- 
cordingly I now make known to your mind of pure virtues, 
that the ſaid gentleman demands of me anſwers to your letters 
in the manner of his own delire, in a ſtyle of fatisfation.—], 
frota this conſideration, that the faid gentleman had thrown to 
the winds my concerns, by the advice of bad-diſpoſitioned 
people, and ſaid nothing on the ſubject of my ſubſiſtence, and 
keeps it in delay, if I ſhould write to you a word of ſatisfaftion 
from myſelf, and ſhould afterwards repreſent my fituation, on 
account of the heavy diſtreiſes and the ruin of all affairs, which 
has happened, and is happening, it would not be proper and 
becoming : therefore having made known to your favourable 
judgment my fituation, I hope that 1 may be ſoon exalted and 
ſet at eaſe by an anſwer to this letter; otherwiſe I will go 
to your preſence, from the heavy weight of my dittreſles, Te 
you ſhould order it, I will write on a ſeparate paper, and ſend 
to your preſence, what, to this time, the ſaid gentleman has 


given to me.” __ 
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© To the Nawab of Furruckabad, written 7th September 1 786, — 
Co. Corr. No. 22. | 


© I received your letter of complaint againſt Mr, Willis, tranſ- 
* mitted to me through an irregular channel, and written, as I 
© have every reaſon to believe, at the inſtigation of thoſe who 


© Wiſh to get poſlefſion of your country. ——I have called gon 
| © Mr. 


{ 268 ) 


* Mr. Willis for an anſwer to the Jeter which you have written 
© againſt him. "This anſwer he has ſet, and it is fully ſatis- 
« factory, 
© My friend, I find that all the bat of my predeceſſor, Mr, 
© Haitings, and of myſelf, to ſettle your affairs upon a regular 
« footing, are ineftectual, 
< T bave informed myſelf fully, through other channels beſides 

* Mr. Willis, relative to your affairs, your own conduR, and 
© the {ituation of the province of Furruckabad ; I am ſorry that 
< you have not paid proper attention to Mr, Willis, or his ad- 
« vice, nor given the proper ſupport to your Dewan. | 

© A new Governor General is arrived at Madras; he is a.no- 
bleman of the higheſt character and 'rank.—-—1 have called 
upon Mr, Willis to come to Calcutta, to give a full account of 
affairs to the ſaid Governor: in the mean time, if you value my 
advice, you will attend to Mr. Willis's dire&ion, and not alter 
any regulation which he may have ſettled, until his return. 

< 1 ſee clearly where the miſmanagement of your aftairs will 
end, and that it will be impoflible toprevent your country and 

our Revenues from falling, (in conſequence of the ill advice 
which you-follow,) as a prey to the ſervants of the Nawab Vi- 
Zier. \ have ſhewn to you every friendſhip in my power,. but 
you will not attend to your own intereſt or dignity,” 
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 NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, on, called i in, and exami- 


ned, 


Did you leave Chunar with the Nabob Vizier, i in | September 1781! 

1] did. 

Did Huſſein Reza Cawn and Hyder Beg Cawn accompany you ? 

"They did. 

Was Mis. Haſtings at Chunar while the Nabob was there ? 

Dhe was not. 

Did you ſend any ſums, and what ſums of money, from Luck- 
nowto Chunar, or Benares, during the troubles in thoſe parts ? 

I did from Lucknow—whilſt I was at Chunar a ſum of money 
'was fent, 

To what particular obje& deſtined ? 

By the order of Mr, Haſtings, 

Had you an acquittance for it from Mr. Haſtings ? 

I do not recollect that 1 had any thing but his order for it. 

Do you know whether it was to be employed for the payment 
of the rights or in what other way ? 

I underſtogd it was for the 6B. of the troops. 

How much was the ſum? 

I reco!le& at one time-there was a lack of rupees ſent. 


Are you ſure you ſent,.or cauſed to. be ſent, no other. ſums ?/ ; 
nn 


C109) 

I think I recollec that bills were ſent for ſome money of the late 
Colonel Goddard's the ſum I do not recolle&., 

Do you recollect any bills upon Gopaul Doſs ? 

I really do not know who the bills were upon, 

Did you remit any money to Gopaul Doſs ? 

I do not recollect that I did. : 

Did Mr. Haſtings inform you of any money borrowed or receiv= 
ed at that time from Beneram Pundit ? 

He 41d not. 

Did Mr. Haſtings expreſs himſelf at any time to you, after the 
ſupplies you have mentizned, as under great apprehenſions for 
want of money to pay the detachment at Benares ? 

I do recolle&t Mr. Haſtings having frequently expreſſed wreat 
apprehenfions from the great difficulties he laboured under for want 
of money to pay the troops. | 

Was it not at that period Mr. Haſtings received the preſent of 
ten lacks from the Naboh ? 

It muſt, I conceive, have been about that time. 

But notwithſtanding Mr. Haſtings complained of want of mo- 
ney, and apprehenſion of diftreſs, ſo communicated to you, did he 
never inform you of this reſource ? | 

He did'not. RY 

Could Mr, Haſtings have entirely concealed the receipt of this 
ſum, whether in bills or money, from you, who was then coni- 
dentially engaged with him in making the Treaty of Chunar with 
the Nabob, without conſiderable management and care, thit the 
receipt of the ſaid preſent ſhould not come to your knowledge ? 

I really cannot ſay what management was uſed — | certainly 
cid not know of it. | | 

[f the preſent was made in money, could it any ways have been 
lodged in Mr. Haſtings's hands, without your knowing of it, unleſs 
particul:r precautions had been uſed ? 

1 taink, had it been lodged in money, I ſhould have heard of it. 

Then you conce:ve the payment muſt have been made in bii!s ? 

1 think it moſt likely ; but it is matter of opinion. 

Do you think that a tranſaction relative to fo great a ſum of mo- 
ney by bills between Lucknow and Benares, could have taken place 
without your receiving any information relative to it, either at the 
time, or upon your return to Lucknow ? 

] think it very poſſible it might. | 

Do you mean to fay, that from your ſituation as Reſident at 
Lucknow, it was eaſy, or even poflible, for the Vizier, under the 
 circumftances of diiirefs in which his affairs then were, to h:ve 
transferred fo large a ſum to any perfon, without your having intel- 
ligence of it ? 

Very pofſtible certainly, but not eaſy. | | 

Then, if it was a matter of difficulty, there muſt have bezn ſome 
Care and attention uſed to make rhe concealment effectual ? 

Certainly 
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Certainly there muſt have been ſome care. 

Did you "know whether Bahar Ally Cawn was at Chunar or Be. 
nares whilſt Mr. Haſtings was at either of thoſe places ? 

I never heard that he was, 

Did the Nabob make the offer of the ſecond preſent to Mr. Haf. 
tings, of ten lacks of rupees, in a converſation with you, or by let- 
ter ? 

Not by letter, certainly.—I am not certain whether he made it 
verbally himſelf, or through his miniſter, 

Who do you mean by his miniſter ? | 

Huſſein Reza Cawn and Hyder Beg Cawn ; they uſed both to 
bring communications from the N abok to me indifcriminately. 

Are you then confident that you had no written authority from 
the Nabob to make this offer ? 

I do not think I had. 

wn you think you have any ſuch paper, or copy of ſuch paper, 
now 

No—1 think I have not. 

Do you doubt whether you have or not ? 

I do not remember receiving any..letter from the Nabob on this 
ſubjeQ; and therefore I cannot ſuppoſe I have any ſuch paper. 

Have you any ſuch written authority from either of the mini(- 
ronerone mentioned ? 

I 'believe I have not. 

Are you ſure that you never had any converſation diretly with 
the Nabob himſelf upon the ſubject ? 

[ cannot be poſitive that I did—lI conceived his miniſters much 
in the ſame light as himſelf. 

Did you never know any inſtance wherein thoſe miniſters ated 
without his authority, or made uſe of his name ? 

1 cannot ſay that 1 know any inſtances. 

Do you not recollect that Mr. Haſtings charged Hyder Beg with 

repeated inſtances of ſuch a conduct ? 
I think I have heard fo; and I am pretty ſure I have ſeen it upou 
record in the papers before this Houle. | 

W ho communicated to Mr. Haſtings the offer of the ſecond pre- 
ſent of one hundred thouſand pounds ? 

I did, 

Who received Mr, Haſtings's anſwer upon the ſubj ect, and to 
whom was that communicated ? 

1 never received any anſwer to it nor did I ever hear that he-- 
had made any reply to it, or taken any notice of it. 

Was not this about the time when you informed the Committee, 
in your former evidgnce, that you had firſt the mortone to fall 
under Mr, Haſtings's diſpleaſure? 

It was from Fyzabad ; which, I believe, was about that time. 

1. 0 you believe, that if Mr. Haſtings had accepted this preſent,the 


receipt of it could have remained a lecret, as in the caſe of the for- 
mer preſent? tt. 


(171 

Tt is certainly poſlible. 

You have ſaid, that the former preſent could not have been con- 
cealed without great care and attention being paid to that object, 
what meaſures had you taken for the clandeltine tranſmittance of 
the ſecond preſent to Calcutta ? 

I had taken none. 

How then was it to remain a ſecret ? 

The witneſs aſks, whether the queſtion means the remittance of 
3 | 

The fact of it's being received ? | 

Had it been received and remitted through me, it certainly could 
not have been a ſecret, 

What meaſures were taken to realize this preſent, or any part of 
it; at Lucknow ? | 

] believe nothing further than an aſſignment given for it. 

What ſort of an aſſignment do you mean, and upon what fund ? 

Afſignments upon the revenue of the country. 

Upon what province, and upon what collector ? 

I do not recollect it was upon any particular diftrict——TIt was 
added to the general aſſignments of the Company. 

Are you ſure that this aſſignment was not upon the Jaghire of the 
Begums ? 

Pretty certain that no part of it was upon thoſe Jaghires, 

Was nothing colleQted upon this aſſignment ? 

It is difficult to make any ſeparation—lt was added to the Com- 
pany's affignments, and credit given for the whole ſum collected, 

Then an additional ſum of ten lacks was celleed in conſe= 
quence of this aſſignment upon ſome diſtrict or other ? 

The aſhgnments were not nearly realized ; there was a great ba- 
lance upon them. 

Was it in part collected ? | 

Not ſeparately. It was added to the general affigenments, 

Was not a greater ſum colleted in conſequence of this preſent, 
than would otherwiſe have been collected in that pcriod of recei- 
ving the Company's balance ? | 

I do not apprehend that a larger ſum was colleCt29d, though at- 
ſignments to a larger amount were made ; but they fell conſidera- 
bly in value, Hp 

0 you mean that the whole ſum fell equally in arrear ? 

The whole affiznments fell in arrear, 

Why did you cauſe any meaſures to be taken towards colleQing 
money upon this aſſignment, before you was apprized whether Mr. 
Haſtings would or would not accept the preſent ? wh 

Tunderſtood that it was the Nabob's defire that the aſſignment 
ſhould be given; and it was never my intention to take any im.ea- 
lures to urge the payment without Mr, Haſtings's authority. 
4g Had you not reported to Mr. Haſtings, Juſt previous to your go- 
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ing to F Fanves, that the Nabob's body guard had riſen upon him 
for want of pa 

I cannot ſay Is ] recolle& the circumſtance, though it is very 
poſſible, all the Nabob's troops being verv il] paid. 

Do you not recollect to have informed Mr. Haſtings, at the ſame 
period, that the Nabob was in a diſtracted ſtare of mind, and had 
exprefled his apprehenſions that certain bovies of troops which 
were propoſed to be ſent into his dominions by order of Mr. Haf- 
tings, were intended, under whatever pretence thev might come, 
to be employed ultimately In ſecuring his (the Nabob's) perſon ! 

] have a recollection of a letter to that purport, 

| Then did you not conceive it to be an extraordinary circum- 
ſtance, that the Nabob,. in ſuch a ſtate of his affairs, and in ſuch a 
ſtate of mind with reſpe&t to Mr. Haſtings, ſhould apply to you to 
requeſt Mr, Haſtings's acceptance of a preſent of above 100,000] * 

1 believe the two occurrences were at different periods of time, 
T think, 1t will be found, that the letter here alluded to muſt have 
been written before the Nabub went to F yzabad. 

1)o you not conceive that the tg of Fo of the treaſure taken 


from the Begums enabled the Nabob, whatever were his motives, 
to ofter this preſent ! 


I conceive it did. 


Do you recollect at what time Major Palmer and Major Davy 
came to Lucknow ? 


1 cannot recolle& exatly——l think it muſt have been about 
May 1782—probably earlier, 
— _ Weasit after meaſures had been taken to collect money upon the 
alignment given by the Nabob for the ten lacks before mentions 
ed * 
[ think it muſt have been after the afi2nment had been given. 
Were not thoſe gentlemen inſtructed to communicate with you 
upon the matters rel.tive to which they were ſent to Lucknow ? 
| know no more than what I collect from Mr. Haſtings's letter 
on that occaiion, 


Did you ever converſe with them upon the ſubject of this ſecond 
preſent ? 


I did not—l left Lucknow a verv few days after Major Palmer 
arrived. 


Did you not return again to Lucknow, aud then ind Major 
Palmer, and Major Davy there ? 

I jround Major Palmer, and not Major Davy. 

D:4 you then diſcuſs with h.m cha ſubject of the preſent, or 
learn from him in what ſituation the buſtneis then ſtood ? 

1 This! not. 

Were you not afterwards employed by the Nabob Vizier, or bis 
ens to tranſmit letters from the Nabub tw Mr, Bailipgs ! 

W dSs 


Had 
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Had you not ſometimes a knowledge of the contents and pur- 
port of 1hoſe letters ? 

In general I had a knowledge of the purport, 

Do you recolled to have been ſhewn, or to have been informed 
of the contents of a letter from the Nabob Vizier, ſtated to have 
been received by Mr. Haſtings, the 23d Auguſt 1782, in which 
are the following paſtages, relative to this ſecond preſent, of ten 
lacks of rupees, viz. . ** Major William Palmer and Major Davy 
« haye made known to me your order reſpe&ting my authority in 
« the country, with great regard and conſideration, and have made 
« me grateful for your favours, They aſk for a paper of requeſts, 
« which | accordingly wrote, and gave to them, "They afterwards 
© ſpoke about ten Jacks of rupees for the expences of the Sircar of 
E the Company ; next, they ſpoke about four regiments, that I 
«© ſhould employ them. ReſpeCting theſe two articles, altho 2h I 
* have no power, being remediJeſs, in obedience to your il} [ 
«© wrote a letter to Major Palmer in the manner | agreed to it, 
« How ſhall I make known my fituation f From ihe time that theſe 
& propoſitions have been made, all judgment has left my mind??? 

I do. nat recolle& ever to have heard of ſuch a letter. 

Did Major Palmer ever communicate to you ietters to a ſimilar 
purport, and equally expreilive of the Nabob's ſurprize at the de- 
mand for the ten lacks ? 

Never, to my knowledge. 

Are you confident, that the firſt communication that + was really 
mauve to the N.bob himſeif, on the ſubject of this iuppoled prefent 
of ten lacks, was not through Major Palmer ? 

I ſhould conceive nut, 

'Fhe firſt ſuggeltinn of it to the Nabob ? 

] muſt be very much deceived if it was. 

Were not communications and tranſactions carried on between 
Hyder Beg, Major Palmer, and Major D:vy, concealed at the time 
from you, and which you afterwards heard with ſurprize ! 

The Committee will be pleated to recollect, that 1 was abſent 
from Lucknow a great part of the time that Major Palmer was 
there; and Major Palmer, Curing that time, Was, I may fay, the 
only channel of communication between the Nabob, his Minifters, 
and Mr, Haſtings. ——At that time communications were certainly 
made, to which I was a franger, as well as my aſſiſtant, Mr. 
ſohnftone, 

Do you not recollect to have informed Mr. Haitings, while the 
Journey to Fyzabad was in agitation, that the Nabob complained 
_ loudly of the treachery of his miniſters, and that he had been de- 
ceived? 

I do recolleQ thit the Nabob made ſuch complaints; and Fho- 
lieve [ communicated them to Mr, Haſtings. 

Is it not then poſhble, that the Nabob night have. deen deccived 
by bis miniſters, in the ailar of this mrelent £ ? 
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Tt is poffible, but I think ſcarcely probable, | 
You, however, yourſelf, do not recolle& to have had any direQ 
converſation with the Nabob upon the ſubject, nor to have received 
any authority from him ? | 
I cannot charge my memory with having had any communication 
won the Nabob upon that ſubject, but I think it very probable that 
had. 


Then one of the books which had been produced by the 
witneſs to this Committee, on the 23d of February laſt, in- 
tituled, «© Letters to the Board, from 1777 to 1782,” being 
ſhewn to him, | | 

He was deſired to explain to the Committee, how the leaves, to 
the number of twelve, wanting in that book, c1ime to be our of 
it, —-from the 12th of May to the 18th of June 1781 ? 

It appears to be in the other part of the book, miſplaced, -T 
muſt beg leave to add, that I ſhould not have been ſurprized if thoſe 
leaves had been miſling, as [ never delivered thoſe books as a cor. 
re&t copy of my correſpondence—they were ſuch as I happened to 
have by me, | 

Had you not received ſome letters from Major Davy, to be deli- 
vered to the Miniſters of the Vizier, Huſſein Reza Cawn, and 
Hyder Beg Cawn, of 28th March 1782, without any copies or 
_ tranſlations, for your information ? 

I cannot ſay I recollea—but it is very poſlible. 


The witneſs is ſhewn a letter to Major Davy from himſelf, a 
copy of which is as follows : 


« To Mr. W. Davy, private Perſian Interpreter, 


« Oir, 
© ] have been favoured with yours of the 28th ultimo, inclo- 
* ſing letters from the Honourable the Governor General, to his 
© Excellency the Vizier, Huſſein Reza Cawn, and Hyder Beg 
' © Cawn, which were immediately delivered in obedience to his 
© orders. —Permit, me, Sir, to inform you, that the Governor 
<£ General, when he has had occaſion to addreſs the Vizier on 
£ ſubjects of buſineſs, eſpecially when I have been the channel 
© of conveying the letters, has uſually done me the honour to 
« accompany them either with copies or tranſlations for my in- 
« formation, which, having been of late omitted, 1 impute to its 
© having eſcaped his memory to mention it to you at the time of | 
© your appointment to your preſent office. | 
< | ſhall eſteem myſelf obliged if you will do me the favour to 
© notice this obſervation to the Governor General, and receive 
« his command upon it. | 
| © ] Have the honour to be, Sir, 
_ « Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, Q 
£ Lucknow, = * NATH, MIDDLETON.” 
« 12th Apr. 1782,' NO LON 
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Do you recolleCt that letter ? 

I do, perfectly. 

What anſwer did you receive to that letter ? 

Major Davy anſwered, I believe, that he would for the future 
ſend me copies. | | | 

Did you enter that anſwer of Major Davy in your copy book ? 

It is probable I did ;. but I cannot poſitively ſay that I did. 

Whether you have reaſon to think any more letters went to the 
Vizier, without having the copies or tranſlations communicated ta 

ou ? . 
+ After that I believe not —None through me. 

Whether Hoolas Roy, an agent of yours, was not ſent down to 
Chunar to be ſworn before Sir Elijah Impey, relative to the charge 
azainit the Begums? | 

Hoolas Roy was the agent on the part of the Reſident at Fyza- 
bad, and he was ordered to attend at Chunar. 

Have you heard why his affidavit did not appear among the reſt? 

I never did hear.——-] do not think I ever heard that he was ex- 
amined at Chunar.—At leaſt I do not recolle&. 

And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


Mr. WILLIAM WRIGHT, Auditor of Indian Accounts, called 


in, and examined. 


And an account intituled, © No. 2, Duplicate Copy of the parti- 
& culars of the preſents taken from the Nabob Vizier and his 
< miniſters, and from Nundoo Delol, carried to the Honour- 

 « able Company's credit to the account of the receipts and dif- 
<© burſements of the Governor Genera}, during his abſence 
« from the Preſidency, on a viſit to the Northern Provinces, and 
« included in Mr. Haſtings's account of 22d May y has inſer- 
&« ted in copy of aletrer from W, Larkins, Eſquire, Accountant 
« General in Bengal, to the Chairman of the Eaſt India Com- 


— pany, dated 5th Auguſt 1780, No. gg being ſhewn to the 
 witneis, 


He was aſked; bog Los 
Is that an account of payments made by caſh or bills, or both ? 
From the title 1 apprehend both—I cannot ſpeak from the ac- 
count itſelf —[ apprehend it muſt be both of caſh and bills, from the 
ſum of 10,392,275 rupees, which | recollect to be the tum entered 
on the general books of 1781-2 as received from Mr, Haſtings. 
Do you underſtand that that is a memorandum of the money re= 
ceived by Mr, Hattings at Chunar ? | 
1 underſtand it fo. | 
And you underitand from the accounts, that the payment made 
was partly in caſh and partly in bills ? — 
I do, — The journal is here, and will explainit. 
Taen the journal was delivered in by the witneſs. 
Whether. 
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Whether theſe ten lacks were paid into the Company's treaſury, 

or brought to account for various expenditures ? 

It,is brought to:account under the head of Charges Durbar in the 
journal—to which head Mr. Haſtings is made debtor for that ſum, 

W hether the journals and-ledgers of that period have been regu- 
larly tranſmitted as they were in former times ? M 

] cannot charge my memory with the circumſtance there is 
an account before the houſe, of the times at which the journals and 
ledgers for ſome years have been received in England. "es 

Whether Mr, Haſtings has at any time tranſmitted or produced 
to the Court of DireCtors any vouchers to prove his receipt of two 
lacks of rupees'upon bond from Beneram Pundit, or any vouchers 
tor the diſcharge of that debt ? 

There is an entry to that effe&t on the journal of the year 158 1, 
but no further vouchers, as I have ſeen. ' | 

Does that entry refer to any voucher ? 

1 do not recollet immediately —but the journal entry is before 
the houſe. | ; | 

Whether the ſeveral payments ſaid to be made to the regimental 
pay maſters, on account of Mr. Haſtings, are all of them dated, fo 
as to aſcertain the time of the payment ! | 
; No, they are not. mo ey | | 

Do you recollect whether the other articles of Durbar charges 
are dated ? | | 

I believe not all, as to the expenditure under that head, 


"Whether the Durbar charges of Mr, Haſtings, when he went up 
to Lucknow in 1784, are dated ? #3) 


I think from recolleQtion that they are, | 

From what funds did Mr, Haſtings receive the five Jacks of ru- 
pees which he expended in his journey to Lucknow in 1784? 

He received ſome from the Calcutta treaſury, ſome from the Ac- 
countant at Lucknow, and ſome from the Reſident at Benares; a 
PRIOR account of the receipt and expenditure of that money 1s 

efore the houſe. | 

Whether the article of the Durbar charges of the money paid to 
the detachment attending Mr. Haſtings, includes the regular pay oi 
that detachment, or is a ſuperadded charge 2 _ 


I do not think there is any ſuch entry under that particular head 
of Durbar charges, : 


And then the witneſs was direted to withraw. | 
| To report a progreſs, &c, 


\ 
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